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HISTORY

OF THE

2vp PUNJAB INFANTRY,

1849.

Trr regiment was raised in April 1849, by Lieu- Regiment
tenant J. C. Johnston, 29th Native Infantry, under fase ™
the orders of the Board of Administration of the
Punjab, and was formed chiefly by the transfer of
men from the old Sikh Durbar Regiments.

On the 14th May, under orders from the Board March to

Pind Dadan -
of Adxnxmstlatmn, the 1e0“1ment; commenced 1its Khan.

march to Pind Dadan Kh‘m, where it arrived on
the 21st. -

On the 11th July, under orders from the Board waren to
of Administration, the regiment left Pind Dadan S"P>*
Khan and marched to Shahpur. Shortly after the Inundation
arrival of the regiment, occurred one of the inun- of Jhelam.
dations to which the Jhelam is so subject in the |
Shahpur district, and the assistance rendered by
the regiment on this occasion to the civil author-
ities was favourably noticed in a letter from the
Board of Administration, and was téc’orded in a
Regimental Order, dated 21st August to the follow-
ing effect :—*“The Commanding Officer returns
his thanks to the regiment for their excellent con-
duct during the late inundation. For a day and

night all worked chee1fully at the embankments and
- H 2ND P. L 1




2 HISTORY OF THE

when they gave way saved the Government Trea-
sure and stores before their own property.”

Regiment  On the 81st August the regiment left for Miani,

Hians, arriving on the 3rd September. ‘
1850. ‘

Tooroh so During the year 1850 little occurred of any in-

BabsdurKhel terest in the regiment. From 18th February to
the 25th March was occupied in marching from
Shahpur to Kohat, and in October the regiment
marched from the latter station, under command of
Captain Vaughan (Captain Johnston having pro-
ceeded on furlough), to Bahadur Khel and subse-
quently to Narri, at which latter place they entrench-
ed themselves, owing to -the disturbed state of
the district at that time, the Kabul Khel Waziris
having, in conjunction with many of the Khattak
villages, commenced hostile demonstrations, which
ended later on in an attack on Bahadur Khel and its
salt mines.

Captain In December Captain Walsh was apointed Com-

Walsh . . .
appointed  mandant of the regiment, Captain Johnston being

Commandant.,  bointed to command the 1st Sikh Infantry.
1851.
March to On the 2nd Februnary, the regiment commmenc-
Banau. ed its march from Narri to Bannu, and arrived there
on the 7th, Captain Vaughan, 2nd-in-command,
having, at the request of the Deputy Commissioner of
Bannu, been left behind to command the Narri Post.
First inspeo.  Drigadier J. S. Hodgson, Commanding Punjab

i Frontier Force, inspected the regiment on the

‘ 24th February; and on 26th April the regiment
paraded to receive the thanks of the Governor-
General of India for its conduct in the affairs with
the Waziris. |
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At this period the constitution of the regiment
was as shewn in the following extract from G. G. O.

Eztract from G. G. O., dated 25th February 1851.
Establishment and allowances of a regiment of Hstablish-

ent of
Punjab Infantry, consisting of eight companies. regiment.
EsTABLISHMENT. Pay. Batta,
Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P
1 Commandant, pay and allowances of vecses
rank, vide ¢ allowances.”
1 Second-in-Command, consolidated ... | 500 0 0| ......
8 Subadars at 52 9 O 15 0 0
8 Jemadars at vee 17 0 0 7 80
48 Havildars at 9 0 0 5 00
48 Naicks at 700 5 00
16 Drummers ) under 20 years’ service... 5 8 0 180
after 20 years' service... 6 8 0 1 80
800 Sepoys ...} ,, 27 years' service... 7 80 1 .80
8 Lascars at e v 412 0 100
8 Bhishtes at 5§ 0 0 o ane
8 Sweepers at 4 0 0 e
Regimental Staff.
1 Adjutant and Quarter-master, pay & |  ......
allowances of rank, vide *“allow-
ances.”
1 Assistant Surgeon, pay & allowances| 165 0 0 creses
of rank, staft pay
or
1 Apothecary, consolidated | 800 0 0 saree
1 Sergeant-Major - 50 13 2 eorae
1 Quarter-master Sergeant 44 13 2 cene
2 Native doctors, (pay according to| ... | = e
class).
1 Drum Major S 500 orem
1 Fife Major A 5 00 veaase
8 Pay Havildars at 3 5 0 0  eeeen
8 Color Havildars at 5".} 2 0 0 seenee
1 Drill Havildar g 5§ 00 vanen
1 Drill Naick 2 2 8 0 v ons a
1 Moonshi 20 0 0
1 Pundit 10 0 0]  enes
. 1 Gruntee ... . 10 0 0 s
1 Ticdal .., “ 7 80 200
1 Chowdhri ., . 11 0 0] e
1 Mutsuddee ... i 5 00 RIS
3 Flag or weighmen oo 3 0 0] i
2 Bildars 8.8 0O e
8 Gunta Pandies 5§ 00
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ES$TABLISHMENT, Pay. Batta.
Rs. As. P.| Rs. As. P.
Hospital Establishment.
-2 Cooks at ... Case 4 00 e
2 Bhisties at.. 4 0 0
1 Head sweeper (mcluduw Rs. 2 for 6 0 0 vies
leeches, subject to decrease when
the corps is divided. )
4 Sweepers at e 4 00 e
1 Gurgah at ... . 4 0 0 asenee
1 Shop cooly at " 5 00
ALLOWANCES.
Commandant.
Command allowance .. e | 200 0 0 e
Horse allowance 3 0 0
Adjutant and Quarter-masier.
Staff pay 60 14 © vases
Horse allowance 30 00 oreen
Office allowance vos .80 0 0] .
Repair of tents at Rs. 10 per pal
and Re. 1 per Sergeant’s tent.
Repair of belts and targets 4 0 0 -
School shed e §.0 0] ...
. Repairs of arms (g 25 per company... | 200 0 0 ceone
Mess allowances e ve 60 0 0 cres

(Signed) H. M. Eruor,
Secy. to Govt. of India.

(Signed) Frep. D. Arxrwson, Capt.,
Asst. Secy. o the Govt. of India,
Mily, Dept., with the Govr.-Genl.

L Sdmiches  During 1851 and 1852, the regiment was em-
: Bfmnu, being const‘mtly engaged in skirmishes with
the Waziris (Umarzax, Malxsud and Kabul Khel sec-
~ tions) who came down almost daily, and from the
low hills in front of Gumati post ﬁred long shots
at the men holdmO' it. '

Waziris.  ployed in harassing work at the out-posts round
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In March 1851, a night attack was made on an
out-post, Leld by a detachment of the 2nd Punjab
Cavalry and 2nd Punjab Infantry, when the enemy
were driven back with loss.

On the 13th of March 1851, a body of 500 or
600 Waziris entered the plains near the Gumati
Pass, and were driven back to the hills by the out-
post.  On this occasion Captain Walsh, with a body
of troops consisting of No. 2 Punjab Light
Field Battery, 20d Punjab Cavalry and 2nd Punjab
Infantry, moved out from Bannu, and after a skir-
mish drove the enemy with some loss from the
breast works they had erected across the pass.
Two men of the Artillery and one man of the 2nd
Punjab Infantry were wounded.

1852.

In December 1852, the reglment commanded by Captain
Captain Johnston (who, on return from furlough ‘Eiifﬁﬁmea
in November, was re-transferred to the regiment o pmamd;
from the 1st Sikh Infantry and appointed Com-
mandant), formed the 1st column of a combined plan
of attack by 8 columns, under the general command Attack on
of Major Nicholson, against the Umarzai Waziris. Waie

On the 20th December, leaving Bannu, the regi-
ment entered the Gnmati Pass at midnight, and,
~after a very difficult and fatiguing march of six
~ hours, reached the friendly village of Gumati.

After crossing the valley in which Gumati is situ-
~ated, and a low range of hills, the village of
Derabina was reached by the column, when all the
flocks were captured and the village was destroyed.
Captain Johnston then advanced, and with 2 com-
panies crowned the hills above the Garang defile,
the remainder of the regiment holding the hLills
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which commanded the entrance to it; as the
column arrived on the top of the hills about 9 a.m.,
the head of the 2nd column, which had marched
from Latamar, was seen emerging from the village
of Garang. The combined movement of the
2 columns had thus proved entirely successful, and
the surprise of the enemy was complete. The
following morning, after some more of the enemy’s
encampments had been destroyed by a wing of the
2nd Punjab Infantry under Major Nicholson, the
troops returned to Bannu. Only one casualty, a se-
poy wounded, occurred in this affair.

At this period the transport establishment of
regiments of the Punjab Frontier Force was fixed
at the following scale :—

Camels. Mules.

For baggage 20 - 40
» Camp equipage 25
5 Ammunition e 25

70 40

- For the care of these animals were authorised
one Sarwan on Ks. 5 per mensem for every five
camels, one Sais on Rs. 5 per mensem for every
three mules, one Jemadar of mules at Rs. 8 per
mensem, and an allowance of Rs. 12 per mensem
for masalahs. The average price of the animals
“was limited to Rs. 80 each, and the feeding and
all expenses were entrusted to Comman‘dants.,

o185 e
In August 1853 Captain Johnston, Commandant,

, was permitted to resign the service, and Lieutenant

G. W.G. Green was appointed Cmnmandfmt of
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On the 17th October the Head-Quarter and Right March
. . . . o toKohat.
Wing of the regiment marched in course of relief
for Kohat, arriving on the 22nd; the Left Wing un-
der Lieutenant Sykes was detained at Bannu till
23rd December.

1855.

On the 17th July the Head-Quarter and 250
men of all ranks of the regiment marched from
Kohat to Hangu, where they were joined a month
later by the remainder of the regiment, which now
formed part of the force detailed under the com-
mand of Brigadier N.B. Chamberlain to carry out
punitive measures against the Rabia Khel Urakzaies.

This expedition commenced on the 1st September.

Three companies of the 2nd Punjab Infantry, astack on
with the 1st Punjab Infantry, formed the 1st column, B ¥bel
which, under command of Major J. Coke, 1st Pun-
jab Infantry, was detailed to attack the village of
Saugar. Three more companies of the regiment
accompanied the main body, which was commanded
by the Brigadier. The 1st column, leaving camp
at 10 ».M., reached the crest of the Sammanoghur
range by 3 A.M. next morning, and pushing on
took the village of Saugar with a rush, seizing a
large number of cattle. The main column, starting
at 11 p.u., reached at 83 A.m. Pul Darband, from
whence a steep and difficult ascent led to Nasim.
Before the latter had been gained, the enemy, see-
| ing themselves threatened from above by the 1st
: column, fled up the Sammanoghar range. The

troops, covered by picquets, were now employed
in blowing up the towers and destroying the villa-
- ges and crops till 10 a.M., when the order to retire
was given.
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No sooner did the enemy perceive signs of re-
tirement than with beating of drums and loud
cries they commenced following up the troops. As
the skirmishers of the 2nd Punjab Infantry, under
Captain G. W. G. Green, were abandoning one of
the commanding points, they were attacked and
driven back by a sudden rush of the enemy sword
in hand, when a native doctor and seven men were
hacked to pieces, their rifles and accoutrements
falling into the enemy’s hands, but Captain Green,
of whose conduct the Brigadier spoke very highly,
rallied his men under cover of the fire of 2 moun-
tain guns and re-took the position. The retirement
then continued in good order and the troops reach-
ed camp by sunset.

The expedition resulte d in the complete submis-
sion of the recalcitrant tribes, and the regiment
returned to cantonments in Kohat on the 6th of
October.

In a letter to the Government of India ( No. 126,
dated 19th September 1855), the regiment received
the thanks of the Court of Directors for volunteer-
ing for active service in the war between England
and Russia.

1856.

On the 9th September, the regiment, in common
with the rest of the Punjab Irregular Force, receiv-
ed four mule boxes per company for the carriage
of ammunition in hill warfare. Each of these
boxes was fitted with three leather cartouches, con-
taining 300 cartridges with their complement of
caps, and the object was to enable a man to carry
ammunition and re-supply the empty pouches of

a company engaged in a place inaccessible for
mules.
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On the 19th October, the regiment left Kohat ﬁx%iii;ziron
with an expeditionary force under Brigadier Cham- Miranzai.
berlain into the Upper Miranzai Valley.

Leaving the camp at Kai, at night time the force,
dividing into two columns, surprised and surround-
ed, by break of day, Torawari, a village inhabited
by Zaimukht settlers and the refuge of a large
number of Miranzai criminals.

After some show of force on our side, and when
about one-third of their villages had been destroy-
ed by fire, the inhabitants came out to give up
their arms and surrendered the criminals.

The force after this proceeded up the Miranzai Reconnais-
Valley and crossed into the Kuram Valley ; moving PG
by the Hazar Pir and Darwaza road, it reached '™ ¢
Kuram on the 11th November without a shot hay- e
ing been fired. From the 11th to the 28rd the force
was halted near the Kuram Fort, and in this interval
the Brigadier, Commissioner and other officers visit-
ed the Paiwar Kotal, of both sides of ‘which
sketches were made. ,

The Turis were brought to submit to all our
terms, and on the 23rd, the troops commenced their
return to Thal, following the river route throughout.

The troops had to contend against a good deal
of sickness caused by the extremes of temperature,
~and the road followed lying chiefly along the stony,
and, at many places, narrow bed of the Kurram
~ River, made the marches hard and tedious. The
2nd Punjab Infantry marched into quarters at Kohat ‘

" on the 22nd December

1857. ,
On the loth Januar y the tegtment left Kohat for March to

" Dera Ghazi Khan, whele it aruved on 5th February. Kl?:;tqh&zl
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In February an order was received directing that
in future there should be no European Non-Commis-
sioned Officers attached to Native regiments.

In the beginning of the year Government deter-
mined to increase the strength of the British
officers with Native regiments by the addition of
an officer, to be styled “Doing Duty” officer.

On the 2nd March the regiment marched from
Dera Ghazi Khan to join the force assembled at
Taunsa, under Brigadier N. Chamberlain, for an ex-
pedition against the Bozdar tribe.

Leaving Taunsa on the evening of the 6th, the
force entered the Bozdar country by the Sangarh
Pass and encamped at Dedachi Kach. Here a party
of the enemy attempted to drive in one of the pic-
quets and a sepoy of the regiment was severely
wounded.

At day break next day the troops arrived at 7
A. M. before the Khan Band defile, the forcing of
which was the only serious work which had to be
encountered. The plan of attack was as follows :—
The 4th Punjab Infantry to ascend the hills com-
manding the Sangarh Nullah on the right of the
enemy’s position, covered by 4 field guns of No. 1
Punjab Light Field Battery and 4 field guns of No.
3 Punjab Light Field Battery. .

Major Coke, with 1st Punjab Infantry and 4
mountain guns of No. 2 Battery, to advance by the
Drug Nullah and try to turn the enemy’s left by
ascending the hills from that side.

The 8rd Sikh Infantry and 2nd Punjab Infantry

~were placed in support at the junction of the Drug

and Sangarh Nullahs. The enemy held an ex-
tremely strong position on his left, and his fire being
more than Major Coke could oppose with his force,
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the 2nd Punjab Infantry under Captain Green, and
four guns withdrawn from Major Wild's party,
were sent to reinforce him.

On the-arrival of this support the 1st and 2nd
Punjab Infantry, aided by the fire of the 8 moun-
tain guns, at once attacked the enemy’s position on
the left of the Drug Nullah, Captain Green advane-
ing against the right and Major Coke against the
left of the position, which was carried in the most
gallant manner, and the enemy retreated across the
Drug Nullah towards the Khan Band, pursued by
the 2nd Punjab Infantry and Ist Punjab Infantry
who now threatened the enemy’s rear ; the heights
on the other side of the Nullah having been also
successfully occupied, the enemy gave way at all
points.

The loss of the Bozdars’ whole force (estimated at
1,700 men) was from 20 to 30 killed and 50 to 70
wounded, that on our side 1 British officer wounded
(Major Coke), 5 men killed, and three native officers
and 45 men wounded. Of these casualties, two
men killed and one native officer and nineteen men
wounded occurred in the 2nd Punjab Infantry.

The Brigadier in a congratulatory order thanking
the troops for their conduct on this ocecasion
specially thanked Major Coke and Captain Green
and the regiments under their command for their
intrepid conduct, the brunt of the attack having
fallen on these two regiments.

The Indian Medal with Clasp for North-West
Frontier was granted in 1869 to all the survivors
of the troops engaged in this expedition.

 On the 13th November, the admission to the 3rd Rewards for

11

: . B
Class Order of Merit of the undermentioned men Expedition.

of the regiment for conspicuous gallantry in action







