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Abstract:

Transportation is one of the most important components of the
development of residential areas from various aspects, whether economic,
social or cultural. It is the main factor in linking and connecting those
regions with other regions. Through it, ideas goods and people move, and
cities grow and develop until they reach a higher administrative level than
they were previously. The land roads play the most prominent role in the
growth and distribution of human settlements wherever they are found. The
areas without roads remain poor in the presence of the population.
Consequently, there are no service centers in them. This study aimed at
revealing the interactive relationship between transportation methods and
the emergence and distribution of human settlements in the district of Al-
Shargat, which occupies an area estimated 1913 km2 and divided into (50)
districts. The study included three periods (2007, 2007, 1997), during
which the growth and distribution of settlements in terms of numbers and
size were monitored. The study used satellite visuals, statistical data, and
field studies to monitor that growth and distribution using statistical
methods to prove this. It also aimed to study and analyze the reality of the
road network in an accurate statistical manner to know its efficiency in
linking parts of the region and the actual efficiency of the roads that
compose it. In addition to highlighting the impact of geographical factors
on the road network within the region. The study reached a number of
conclusions, the most prominent of which was the clarity of the impact of
roads on the emergence and distribution of human settlements and the
variation of that effect with the different types of roads-roads had the
largest percentage in terms of attracting settlements reaching (57%), while
the percentage of sandy roads came in second place with (26%) and local
roads by (14%).While the main roads came with the lowest percentage,
amounting to (3%). It also concluded that there is a high linkage efficiency
in the road network. In contrast, it was found to have a very weak actual
efficiency at (41%) due to the lack of interest in maintaining roads and
keeping pace with their development with the development of population
numbers in the region The study provided recommendations, the most
prominent of which was the development of administrative units in the
study area and not remaining within the district only, which caused the
inefficiency of the distribution of service institutions centers. The
distribution of which was limited to the eastern part only, in addition to
increasing the linkage of the road network between the eastern and western
sections of the Tigris River by constructing a second bridge to increase the
efficiency of the network, which is currently linked to the only concrete
bridge in the region.
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