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FTORCWORD

The democratic moveraents o( eur country planned and
executed to get rid of desp Iga and have
a long and chequered history These movements had an enorm
ous appeal Each of the Briush Indian provinces and erstwhile
native states experienced special pode 1n orgamising these move
ments and 1n intensifying the struggle for freedom

In Rajasthan too national sentiment proved a most efli
cacious tant to ach g national ind It passed
through various stages 1t started with the dxssamfacuon of the
nobles agamst therr Licge Lords  Its main object in the begin
ning was not political but social  Subsequently 1t became an agra
nan revolt agamst the oppressve feudal landlords It also be
came a protest of the peasants agamst the illegal and excessive
cesses  Along with this there was an awakening among the Bhuls
and the Jats which Jed to an agitation agamst the oppressive laws
of the states and slliberal policies of the rulers

After the cstablishment of the Indian Congress and subse
quent formation of the Praja Mandals Liberation movement gain
ed momentum 10 Rajasthan  These arose a band of resourceful
Jeaders who advocated the cause of national independence  Simul
taneously there appeared the radicals who were not content with
satisfactions they recesved from the Princes  They demanded the
total elimination of the British and their supporters  These efforts
ultimately were crowned with success

The present thests which was prepared under mv supervision
and guidance presents 2 systematic natratwe of the political
awakening 1n Rajasthan from 1857 1947 The author has nightly
sclected 1ts title Political Awakening as i my opiion 1t cor
rectly describes the essential nature of the movement For its
presentation Dr Saxena has carefully utilized contemporary arch
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val records 1n Enelish and Rajastham including some source ma
tenal belonmng to the prnvate arencies It deals with a connected
account of the forces and counter forces working withmn and with
out Rajasthan  The text has been enlnened by the mclusion of
<ome of the httle known but siemficant events associated with
the Ife of the parucipants The wnter has shilfully integrated
the national proeress with the great events that determuned the
enure course of the history of Rajasthan for nearly a century

1 hope the work will be found useful both by the lay rea
der and the cxpert researcher who wish to have 1n a sumple
conaise and comprehensine form a connected account of the his
tory of political anakenme 1n Rajasthan

Jawpur Dr. G N SHarua
Aucust 25 1971 MA PRD D Lut

Professor of History

Unnersity of Rajasthan



PRETRCR

An attempt has been made 1n the following pages to trace
the history of the political movements and the growth of politt
cal awakening i Rajasthan from 1857 to 1947  The hustory of
Rajasthan 1s the tistory of sacnfice and valour The herorc
battles fought by the rulers of Mewar and Marwar agamst the
Arabs, the Turks and the Mughals and later agaimnst the British
served as a source of nspiration to the people of these princely
States who subscquently wsc agamsz the autoeratic rule of the
Rajput Princes and d of ‘responsible gov-
ernment’  Freedom cannot be gifted, 1t has to be won The
States” subjects therefore, had to fight relentlessly to achueve free-
dom bolh agamnst the Brtish and therr own autocratic rulers
They had to struggle simultancously on two fronts  But ther
sacrifices valour and courage ultimately bore friif ‘Wheh India
became independent on 15th August, 1947

The present dissertation s based mostly on the origmal ma
terial lying untapped so far 1 the National Archives of India and
Rajasthan State Archuives  To remnforce objectivity papers n
prwvate collections and more than forty national and local news
papers and peniodicals have been exammed and utilised m the
preparation of this work

-

1 should express my gratitude to Dr G N Sharma, Ph D,
D Latt, Professor of History, Unwersity of Rajasthan under
whose able guidance the present work was undertaken and com
pleted  In fact but for hus gwdance and keen interest the present
work could not have been completed I would also express my
deep grantude to my respected teacher, Professor A B Mathur
for his kind encouragement and help

1 wish also to thank the Directors of the National Archives
of India and the Rajasthan State Archives for providing me with
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the necessary faclmes for the stody of onginal records 1 therr
custody I am also mdebeed to the Marnager, Samswan Lidran,
Fatehpur (Shekbawan), whko abo provided me with 2l the f2a.
bnzs for the study of w2 pewspaper records i therr custody

Agmer K. § Suxens
August IS, 1371
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CHAPTER §

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND—SLEDS OF UNREST

Political awakening 1 a country 18 not the result of sudden
growth Tt takes a long period, rather centunes, to develop In
India, as in Great Britain, France and Germany, political awaken
ng took a long time and was the result of a long struggle and
continuous warfare  The same has been truc of the States in Raj-
asthan which stood agamnst the eatly Arab and Turk rulers and
then againgt Mughal mperialism for mamtaining their independ.
ence  Later, duning East India Company’s rule and after, the
same spirit worked against the British in Rajasthan No doubt,
the Rajput Princes and their followers were not fully aware of the
present day inter of d and lity but it
must be admitted that the Rajputs fought on several occasions till
the last drop of their blood for the sake of their patnmony They
strove to preserve their mdwviduality and denufy themselves
with the fand 1n their clamsh oyalty engendered the fecling of
local patniotism

Survey of mediaeral warfares in Rajasthan

{The History of Indm m peneral and the history of Rajas
than in particufar has been a history of sacrifice and love for
tradittons  This tradition of chivalry has been mamntamed al-
most by every Rajput ruler and particulatly by the Mewar
punces  In this respect, Bapa’s name occupies the pre-emin-
ent place 1n the history of Mewar, who successfully repelied the
Arab vaders 1n the 8th century AD® |During the time of

1 Cambridge History of India Vol 1 p 8 Tod Jomes
Annals and Antrquities of Rajasthan Vol 1 p 201 o

1
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Allauddin’s mvasion Rana Ratan Smgh, with his gallant fol
lowers offered a heroic and tough resistance and met 2 beroic
death for the cause of his race  The glon of Mewar reached
its zenth when humbia became the ruler m 1433 AD  ‘He
eamed fame by his victonss over the enemes of hus race, by
bullding a hne of gigantic forts to strengthen the defences of
Mewar and by keeping 2 political and military balince bemmeen
the provincral hingdoms of Malwa and Guprat™

In the bezmmng of the 16th century Rana Sanga fought a
battle with Joralum Lodi at Baksorle and successfullh met the
forces of Sultans of Gujarat and Malwa. He also defeated suc-
cessfully the Sultan of Mandu (Mandu II) m 1519, mamtain
ing the berowsm of the Rajput commumtn Of course, 1w the
battle of Khanwa he failed because he had pothmg to compare
with Babur's artillers and ulumately Babur won the battie®
Maharana Pratap (15721597) and Rana Raj Swgh (1652~
1680) both stood for the tradmional Rajput glon and continu
ed to fight agamst the Mughals. Both of them, therefore, occuph
a <igntficant place m our histors and have been a source of 1
<prration for the statesman and the solser alile

Egually patert were the wutues of the Rajputam who
showed wonderful courage and dogged determuation 10 tmes
of penl *The truz mark of honour and chastv of these
great women 1s discermble mn the fnghtful ‘pauhars’ when thes
embraced death with courace and hope, when the relentless
mvaders were encirchng therr homes and when all oppor-
tunitizs of delnerance were lost™ The most potent factor that
lept thz: Rajputs engaged for generations n a war agamst
foresen power was the force of the tradiion of resistance
“This gave to the rulers and the people a <ence of <elf respact

2 At Stetbh anseniption \S 1517 Beales- Hutory of Guy.
721 p 4149 Sarda  Mabarama humbha, pp 93106 120162

3 Brendoe  Babumara VoL 11 pp 59301 Tod Jxms
¢ at VoLl p 349 Ofa G H ULdetpar Pepya Ra In- s,
P 31

4 S'amx G\ Meuar and tPe Mugial Enpoiors p 5
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and confidence which supported them it many a dark hour of
thesr Tustory ™

Marvwar

Like the herowe traditions of Mewar, the rulers 1in Marwar
too maitained the Rajput glory by facing the Arab, Turk and
Mughal svaders Rao Maldco, Chandra Scn Maharaja Jas
want Singh and Vir Durgadas were among those who respec-
tively challenged the mughty Afghan and Mughal powers, fight
1ng heroically aganst heavy odds

Though Maharaja Jaswant Singh also played an import.
ant role, s diplomacy could not achicve any success dunng
the war of succession at Dharmat' nor could he fulfil his pro
mise to help Dara at Ajmer in the war of succession against
Aurangzib” For this action J N Sarkar nightly obscrves  “A
Rajput of the highest rank and famec had turned false to his
word of all the actors in the drama of the War of Succession
Jaswant emerges from it with the worst reputation™  But Vir
Durgadas washed this black spot and once agan cstablished
the Rajput glory by sccuring and protecting Price Apt Singh
from the span of mighty Aurangzib® He bravely fought agamst
the mighty Mughals and even ‘Mughal gok! could not reduce
and Mughal arms could not daunt that constant heart'® Al
most alonc among the Rathors, he displayed the rare combina
tion of the dash and reckless valour of a Rajput soldier with
the tact, diplomacy and organtsing power of a Mughal Minss
ter of State  These are the rcasons why the Rathor bard®

5 Shwmr & N op at pp 56

6 Kb Rlan Mubimmad  Tlasdum  Muntekhab ul T ubab
1ot I I Iistory of India Vol VII p 210 Sarkar J N
History of Aurangub, Vol HI p 21

7 Munathhab ulfubab, Lot W H op at, Vol VII
p 219 Sukar J N op at Vol 1l p 170

8 Swkr | N op at Vol II pp 170171

Q9 MuntakhabulTubab  Tlhot H M Ihstory of India
Vol VII p 301

10 Sukw J N op at, Vol 11 p 331

11 Ih mut put esa jan jesr Durgadas, 1 very familiar
bardie couplet
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praved that every Rajput mother might have a son like Durga-
das

Moral degradation of the Princes in Rajasthan

After the death of Rana Raj Singh and Maharaja Jaswant
Singh the contest for primacy emerged mn the Rajput poltics
i the middle of the 18th centurn which ended onlv with the
total rmn and humiiauon of this race At this juncture, there
was no such supertor power which could protect the lawful
nghts of the Princes or protect them agamnst personal conflicts
and wars

In thss state of affairs, the Maratha and Pmdan penetra-
uon posed a direct challenge to the rulng princes The de-
feat of Budh Singh at the hands of Marathas ovened the eves
of the more thoughtful princes to thewr helpless condstion™
In view of all this, in the sccond half of October, 1734, Maha
raja Jar Singh of Jaipur called a conference of all the Rajas
at Hurda (a villace in Mewar) to find out the measures and
means for heeping the Marathas and Pindans out of their prm-
cipalities ®

Bntish  attitude  towards the Rajputana States (1803-1805)
The policy of British protection

When Rajputana was facing the Maratha and Pindan at-
tacks, the British attitude towards the Rajput States was not
without sigmificance  After the treaty of Bassin (Docember,
1802), Lord Wallesley aimed at the “extension of Bntish terri-
tory to the Jamuna and Bruish mfluence to the borders
of D-ccan’* He believed that the Brnsh should follow tle
policy of intencntion 1n the affairs of the States He thousht
that “bree Vatas wwdd pawewdh ARt wik e Bakch
once they were released from the terror of Maratha reprisals ™

12 Suryymal  Fansh Bhaskar, Pant I\, p 3183

13 Surymal op at, p 3227

1 Letter dated 18th July 1803 from Gorernor-General to
Lord Lale F & P dated 2ud VMarch 180f “o 3 SC, \4AI

15 Letter dated IFth July 1803 from Governor-General to
Lord Lake op cir, NAL
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/Hc fnew that the Rajput States had been suffering since long
under Scndhia s yohe and were paying heavy trnibute for kecp
mg thor frontiers safer from the Maratha raids  They were
Telpless to chech tlus aggression themsclves and n order to
deal eflectively with this menace, co operation from some foreign
power was absolutely essental for them  This explamns why
the Governor General was so hopeful of the Rajput chief’s wil
Iingness to cnter nto his system of defensive alhances ¢ He
was further very much anxious to take such States under Brtish
protection because the scerct multary routes which were the
very life lines of the Brtish Empirc m Western India traversed
through Rajputana  The principal among these were (1)
from Deiln via Jaipur to Mhow  (2) From Agra via Jainur to
Aymer (1) From Aera via Jaipur to Neemuch and (v) From
Kaldri to Neemuch  In 1803 thercfore an extensve diplo
matic authonty was conferred upon General Lake to consum
mate treatics with the Chiefs of Rajputana and he was assured
that Jaipur and Jodhpur will readily comnect themsclves with
the Brtish Government for the purpose of emancipating them
selves from the oppresstve cnnlrol of Marathas * Lord Wal
lesley, on the deplorabl d of the Rajput the
Sikh and the Maratha States had apprchended that ‘they could
casily fall victims of an aggression from the enterprising spirit
of France or thc ambition of Russia or even the violence and
capacity of the Afghan trnbes or of other Asatic nation mha
biting the northern and western countries of Asta™ It 1s also
a fact that Governor General knew that the success of the cam
paign aganst the Marathas depended upon the assistance or
at least the ncutrality of these powers and the independence

16 Letter dated 8th December 1803 from Lord Lake to Wal
Yesley  Wallesley Despateles Vol NI p 495

17 Thornton  Crzefteer of ternitories unler the Last Indis
Company Vol 11 p 288

18 Tetter dated 27th and 28th Tuly 1803 from Lord Wallesley
to Lord Ike Tatlesiey fesparcres Tof 7 pp 55155

19 Instructions to Lord Iake incdwded in 2 despatch to tle
Secret Commattee dated 13th July 180t vide Vallesley Despatc es
Yol 1V p 136
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of the Rajput chiefs would coasttute a power, whick would
form the best secunty to the north west frontier of Briish Em-
prre 1n India  This pohiey  usually desciibed as ‘subsdiany al
hance’, was responsible for the conclusion of treaties with Jai-
pur, Jodhpur Awar and Bharatour

Trears wuth Jupur (1803)

Constantly ravaged bv the troops of Scindhia and Holkar,
Jatpur willingh accepted and signed the <ettlement undertalen
by General Lake on 12th December, 1803, which was ratified
by Lord Wallesley on 15th January, 1804* The treatv con-
sisted of seven articles The first two were subcequently the
same as proposed earher in the prehmmary draft iz Juh  The
third removed the Rajp’s fears about the posubihts of Bnush
mterference n his mternal affairs and exempted him from the
pavment of tnbute  The sixth article provided for Jaipur’s co-
operation 1n War and the seventh bound the Raja aganst gn-
1ne appotment to Europeans without the consent of the Bn-

ush Government.  Perhaps 1t was meant to check the French
ntricues @

Treary with Jodhpur (1803)

In 1803 the Governor General de<patched a letter to the
Maharaja Blum Smgh of Jodhpur through Lord Lale the
Commander 1n-Chief of the Bntish forces, contamning prelumm-
nan articles intended to form the basis of the treaty of de-
fensne alhance = It was dunng the last davs of Maharap
Bhim Singh that the British treaty proposals were recened
But due to his sudden and unexpected demise 1n 1803, no m-
mediate notice could be taken of the Brtxh offer His suc
cessor Man Singh whose position was then critwal owg to
Tt maernal trouties created by Sawar Singhs imtricues, was ap

20 Leuer dated 27th June 1803 from Lord Wallsles to
\MaporGeneral Walleln W D, Vol IJ p 157

21 Leuer dated §th December 1803 from Lond Lale to Wal
ledes  Wallesley Despatches Vol 1Y p 43>

22 \ntcdson  Engagertents, Treaties and Su-+3 Vol NI

p 06
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parently willing 1o enter into the friendly alliance with the Bni-
uish Government  He deputed his Vakil Fateh Ram, an able
and confidentsal scrvant, to conduct negotiations with the Bn
tish Government®  Accordingly, both agreed on the terms of
the proposed treaty on 22nd December, 1803 The terms of the
treaty were similar to those granted by Lord Lake to Jaipur
It was agreed that the friends and enemnes of one party werc
to be considered the friends and enemues of both  According
to i, the Maharaja was to co-opcrate with his enure force m a
manner to be suggested by the Commander-in-Chief of the Bni-
tish army on the field The Brinsh guarantced the Maharaja
his possessions and engaged ‘to secure his just rights and in-
dependence aganst the attempt of any State or power to -
jure or imnvade them™* Further, the Maharaja was to engage
himself to conclude a treaty of perpetual defensive alliances on
such terms as to be agreed upon later,

Treaty with Alwar (1803)

The next treaty was concluded 1n 1803 with the State of
Alwar  The first four articles were the same as those of Jar-
pur  The fifth article of the treaty shows the cxpanding poli
tical viston of the British authorities, according to which the
Maharaja of Alwar was bound to submit hs disputes with
other States to the arbitration of the Briish Government ®

Treaty with Bharatpur (1805}
During is march on Agra, Lord Lake concluded a de-

23 Letter dated 22nd July 1801, from J Monckson, Assistant
Tersonal Sceretary to the Maharaj of Jodlpur, T & P dated 2nd
March 1804, No 2C-SC NAI

Letter from Maharaja Man Singh to Lord Lake received on $th
gi\tlcmher. 1803, F & P dated 2nd March, 1804, No 185-ASC

21 Letter from Maharajn Man Singh to Lord Lake recenned
on 8&th December 1803 F & P dated 2nd March 1801, No 185
ASC NAU

25 Auchison  Collection of Treates, I'ngagements and
Sarads, Vol 11T
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fensive alliance with the Maharaja of Bharatpur The treaty,”
sioned on 17th Apnl 1805 consisted of four articles It esta
blished perpetual friendship and alliance between the two States
and m case of foreien invasion each party was bound to de
fend the territory of the other The Brtish Government pro
mised not to interfere i the internal affars of the Raja and
not to have any tribute pad by him

Observations on the policy of Lord Wallesley

Although the treaties (1803 1805) ratified by the Gover
nor General euaranteed the security of the States agamnst ex
ternal enemies and assured a firm and permanent friendship
of alharce they curiously enouch also suggested that they
would ultimately lead to the limiting of the authority of the
rulers in Rajasthan The two leading rulers of Rajputana
Maharaja Jagat Sineh of Jaipur and Maharaja Man Singh of
Jodhpur were not nsensible to the gradual establishment of
British ascendancy in their States Hardly the ink on the treat
1es had dried up that they showed signs of uneasiness towards
the yoke of Bntish power This 1s evident from a letter of
Captam Sturrock Acting Resident of Jaipur who reported to
the Governor General 1n 1808 that the rulers of Japur Jodh
pur and Udaipur were willing to form an anti British coaltion ™
Thoueh this sort of belief was denied by Co! Tod 1t 1s a
fact that Maharaja Jagat Singh evaded the duty of sending milt
tary aid to the East India Company against Holkar® Maha
rajz Man Sinch on his part, entered nto negotmations with
Holkar helped him by giving shelter to tus family and refused
to ratfy the treaty® How far these actions wvindicated their

26 Ibhd

27 Letter Irom Captamn Sturrock Acting Resident of Japur
1o tle Gorvernor General F & I Secret consultation 11th July 180s
No 2 N

28  Letter duted 2nd Octoher 180> Lord Lake to Maharaj
Jatpur F R P dated 17th October 1805 No 914 SC NAT

29 Letter dated 7 Apnl 1801 from General Lake to Wallesley
F S I dated €th September 1803 No 1 SC NAL F R P dated
th June 1801 504 SC NAI
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clums for open resentment against the Brtish authorty may be
challenged but this much 15 certain that the Maharajas had not
proved themsclves over zealous alhes of the British Govern
ment A sensc of awareness win the princes at feast existed
with the dawn of ascendancy of Brtish Power

As regards the Marathas Lord Lake faled to check therr
growmng influence m Rajsthan  Colonel Manson s advances
mto the interior of Rajasthan had to face a disastrous retreat
1 1804 and the four successive assaults of Lord Lake did not

—turn well™ The losses and difficulues snvolved 1 these opera
tions broucht a scrious blow to Bntish prestise

Thus Wallesley s policy recerved a severe jolt from the re
verses n war with Holkar and Scindhiz  His calculations re
garding the atutude of the princes of Rajasthan had also no
prosusing prospects  The Court of Directors too did not ap
preciate the Governor General s services  He was soon replaced
by Lord Cornwallis on 30th July 1805

Lord Cornwallis Str George Barlow Lord Minto etc and
Policy of non intervention (1805 1811}

Lord Cornwallis who was sent with definite mstruction to fol
Jow the policy of non nvol d to withdraw from
the responsibihities of protection and leave the princes of Raj
asthan to their own fate  Accordingly he ordered Lord Lake
to stop all aggressive miltary actions™  Captain Sturrock was
mstructed to desist from giving any help to the Maharaja of
Jaipur 1f Marathas attacked® He also decided that Alwar
Bharatpur and Dholpur should also be persuaded to apree to
the dissolution of their connections with the British Government
m exchange for British terntories beyond the Jamuna® But
Lord Cornwallis died on Sth October 1805 before he could 1m

30 Id

&1 Lesser dased S0 July 180> fram Lor] Cornwallis 10 Lord
Lake Ross Correspo udence of Corniallis (3829) Vol 1II p 533

37  Malcolm  Poluwcal History of Inla n 407

33 Letter dated 14th August 1805 from Lord Cornwalls to
Malcolm Ross  op at Vol 1T p 511
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plement hus views efflectnel regarding the removal of Bnudh
protection from several Rajrut States. The charge now, there-
fore desohed upon George Barlow, who also adopted the vizws
of s predecessor Lord Mmto <ubstiteted George Barlow m
1807 apd came to India, beheving mn the policy of non mter-
vention. Howeser he modified his polcy by abandonmg the
strictest interpretztion of non mterference

Results of tke policy of ron interfererce

Durmg the persod begnmng from 1805 to 1811, Britzsh Gorv-
emment did not go bevond the plans of Lord Cornwallis. The
allances with Alwar, Bharatpur and Dholpur were retained
But the other States were not only lft to Jook after themsehes,
but even the Briush Government m its treatizs with Scindbn
and Holhar <pecffically recogmised Mewar, Jodbpar, Kota,
Bundi and other Sates, scuth of the rner Chambal, as
<pberes of Marathz mfluence and bound itsell agaunst nterfer-
erce n therr affars™

However the Bntich withdrawal from holdme responubib-
ties of protection to the Chuefs plunged Rajputana m mcessant
warfare  Scindhiz and Holkar were now defimteh  powerless
to ectablish themselves i Rajpatana but the Rajput princes -
capable of talung advantage of the wealness of the Marathas
failed to strengthen themsehes On the contran, they pliced
thewr States wnto anarchy on account of therr mutual rnalnes
For mstance m hnishna Kuman case when the concerned partizs
(Jaipur and Jodbpur) apphed for the Briush support, the Bn-
tish Government 1n view of non mnterference polics and of ts
treaties with Maratha power, refused 1o mohe stself Not oah
the applications of the <everal prnces for asastance were re-
rected but British 2lles were also told 1o Leep 2loof from all
quarrels® The Brish polev thus proved a boon to the Pin

%1 Sardess, G S N\ew Hestory of Maratfzs, Vol 131 p 433

35> Letter dated 2%th Dacember 1806 from A Setoq to Edmon-
stone F L P dated 15th January JR97 No 6 PC \Al Letter daed
20th Februan 1807 from A, Seton Reudent ar D-I': 1o Edmon
(Comtimurd 0n1 next ¢ 2e)
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dans and Pathan soldiers of fortune  Condition of external an
archy now prevarkd and admimistrative and political structure
of the Rajputara States completely broke down  Such was the
condition of Rajasthan when Lord Hastings took over as the
Governor General mn India an 1813

Lord Hastngs and British Policy of non intervention reversed
(1815 1818}

Sir Chatles Metcaife since his assumption of the charge
of the Delln Resid had been end g to effect a rady
cal change n the Briush policy towards Rajput States He m
1811 suggested a confederation of Rajput States under the pro
tection of British Government which would deprive the preda
tory forces of thewr principal resources for rasage and plun
der  and would result 1n the establishment of permanent peace™
With regard to the petty States of Rajputana and Central India
he had a benevolent atutude  He pressed for it morc as  an
ob,ect of wise and liberal pohicy than as a measure indispens
able for the nterests of the Brush Government Among the
ad\an(ages he emphasised that of sccunng the political at

and of blished Governments  and
thereby the cxlcnsmn and confirmation of the British power and
supremacy ahead of matersal gans™

Metcalfe s wdeas helped Lord Hastings the Governor Gene
ral to formulate a general plan for the cxpansion of British
Dom On 1Ist D 1815, the Governor General

(Cont1 from previous page)
stone T & P dated 12th March 1807 No 26 PC NAI Letter dated
18th February 1810 from A  Seton to Edmonstone F & P dated
€th March 1810 No 15 FC NAID Letter dated 19th Mav 1810
from A Seton to Charles Lustington Acting Sccretary to Gov
ermnment F & P dated 5th June 1810 No 53 FC Nl

36 MMelta MS  Lord Hastings e ! Indian States p 12

37 Letter dated 20th June 1811 from Metcalfe to Edmon
stone T & I dated 1°th July 1811 No 1 SC NAI

38 Metcalfes memo on Central Inda lLaye Joln Willam
Tle Lije and Correspondence of Melcalfe Vol 1 pp 31325
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submitted to the Council one of the lengthiast munutes ever re-
corded by a Governor General® In this munute, he unfolded
his complete plan for the extrpation of the Pindans and the
Pathans for takine the petiv States under protection and for
over hauling the polincal situation 1 India so as to render it
more secure for the Briush Power® Therefore the ultimate
object with which the British Gosernment started negotiations with
the Rajput powers was “to establish a barmer agamst the re-
wnal of the predators svstem or the extens:on of the power of
Scindh:a and Holkar bevond the hmuts assigned to at a
Tre Governor General hoped that the Rajput co-operation
would prevent the Pmdaris from re assembhng and mvading
the Bntish termtories ™ There was vet one more advantace of
takmy these States under protection  The pecuman contribu
tions from the States would have rebeved the Government of
the expences of mamtainmg a force <ufficient to mantam tran-
quility i those termtories #

Lord Hastings' Plan of Confederacy

Lord Hastings wanted to control the political relations of
these States with each other and with the foreign States Thz
plan of forming a confederacs of Indian States under the Briuch
protection was, therefore, sugeested by the Governor-General
as 1t denoted 2 close connection between the British Govern-
ment 1 India and these States® A vanety of common features
among the vanous States of Rajputana, such as race, religion
socal and political structures made 1ts implementation easier

39 GovernorGenerals \inutes dated 1st Decermber 1813
F X P dar~d 16th June 1816 “o 5 FC. \Al

10 Governor Generals \Minutes dated st December ISI5
op N\l

41 Letter dated Bth October 1817 from Joln Adam 10 C. T
Metaalle F R P dated 2%th Ocober 1817 No 26 SC. NAI

42 Letter dated 1%k My 1818 to Court of Directors NAT

4% Letter dated 8th Ocwober IR17 {rom Adam to VMeta'le
ep at N\Al

41  Governor General s Minutes dated 3rd Apnl 1817 F K P
dated 21st June ITRI7 No 4 SC. NAL
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m Rajputana than anywhere clse With all these things in
mind Lord Hastings dered the wdea of blishing a con
federacy of at least three major States of Rajputana vz Jar
pur Jodhpur and Udaipur  But at the same time 1t was rea
fised that 1ts amplementation would be difficult due to the feel
mgs of pride and jcalousy amongst themselves® Metcalfe also
agreed to this view and accordingly he negotiated with them
separately * We select a few of the treaties and assess thewr
conscquences.

Niture of early negonations with Japur

Several staces of nepolmtions before finalization of Jaipur
Treaty of 1818 suseested that the Vakils of Maharaja Jaeat
§nch attempted to find out ways and means to make the treaty
advantageous for thewr master both from monetary and prestige
pomts of view The Vakil of Jmipur told Metcalfe durng the
negotiations of 1816 that for complte obedicnce and subservi
ency of the Court his master was not willing to accede® In
a long despatch dated 7th August 1816 Metcalfe nightly hint
ed that the Mimsters of Japur had not yet made up ther
minds as to the terms on which they should enter the proposed
allance  He further pownted out that for a few days the Vakils
cven omutted thewr ordinary wvisits on stated days * Simlarly
there were objections to the arrangement about the payment pre
viously deeided upon®

In spitc of these obstacles to the treaties in il stage
3t was advantageous for the Briush that the postion of Jaspur
was becoming worse day by day There was no unity even in
the capital of Maharaja Jaeat Sinch Rai Chand Songh the
prncipal Commander of Jaipur was pro Brtish and his suc

Letter dated 8th Octoler 1817 from Adim to Metcalie
F R I‘ dited 28th October 1817 No 76 SC NAI

46 Leuer dated 18th October 1817 from Mctcnl(c to Adam
F & P dated 111 November 1817 No 50 SC NA

47 F R P dated 15th Apnl 1816 No 45 SC NAI

48 F & I dated 7th September 1816 No 5 5C NAI

49 F & P datel 7th September 1816 No 5 SC NAI
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cessor Garesh Naravan was most e~thusmasticallh bent on the
formauon of an alhance with the Brixh™

Jaipur and Trears of 1818

After lope delberations of Bnush representatnes and
representatnes of the Maharap, treat was signed 1n Dol 00
2nd April 1818 and ratfied b Lord Hasuoes en 15th Apnl
1818 It provided ‘perpetual friend<hup allance and umity of
mterest between the parties  The Britsh Governm~nt took
the responssbihity of protectine the termtory of Japur and the
Maharaja had to promuse to act i subordinate co-opzration with
the British Government, to acknowladge its supremacy and to
mamtain no diplomatc relations with other Chrfs and States
without the knowledre and sanction of the Brinsh Government®
A tnbute m gradual process was fixed in accordance with the
esumated revenue of the State  The Maharaja was required
accordine fo the treahv to furnich 2 quota of troops at the re-
quisinon of the Bntish Government. The Bnuch Gorernm=at.
on 11s part, acknownledsed the ruler and his berr as the abolu‘e
rulers of their termitony free from the oblgatsion of atrodoemz
Briush Ciril and Cnmnal Laws wahm therr termton ™

Treas with Jodhp e (1818)

In order to get humeell free from the dectrucine efiects
of the dirert mterference of th~ Pindans and Mamatha i
1818 Maharaja Man Sirch, aram tned 10 pecotatz wnth the
British. Accordirels a treahv comprismg tem articles was um
ed cn 6th Januarn 1818 and was dubh raufied by the Maka
rap of Jodhrur and the Governor-General® The treanv pro-
vded ¢ perpenial foendshup alliance and wamn of meevests”™
Tke Briush undertook to pro‘ect the prmaipalty and teersren
of Jodhpur and the Maharaja promised “to act 11 subordimate

20 F K P dated 124 Oaober 1816 Mo 16 SQ N2

31 Letter daed 20 April 1816 from Adim 10 Vea'e
F L P dacd 20% Apnl 1816 Sec Coms. NAL

52 Leter da~d T0th Apnl 1816 from Adim 10 Vealle
F & P dated 24 Apnl 1816 SC. NAL

3% tnduson  of ar Vol III pp 123122 apt 1 1€l
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co opuraton with the  Bratsh Government 1t was provided
that all diputes between Marwar and other States would be
submutted to  the arbitration and award  of the British Govern
ment  Aruck 9 provided that Man Singh would remam  ab
solute ruler  of his country and that the jurisdiction of the Bri
tnh Goserament would not be itroduced into Jodhpur™  But
when the Jodhpur Vakils requested Metcalfe 1o pronuse that
the Brtsh Gosernment would not hsten to the Ra)s relatives
or Rajput Thakurs of the State if they submutted  sclf interest
ed proposals Metcalfe rephed that this was understood 1
9th Article of the treaty

Treaty with Bikaner (1818)

Tahing advantage of Charles Metcalfes curcular  letter™
calling upon ali the Rajput Chiefs to depute Vakils in order to
negotiate treaties with the Britssh Government Maharaja Surat
Sinch of Bikaner deputed Ojha Rashmath to wait on the Re
sident and the treaty was finally concluded on 9th March 18187
Since the Briish terntory of Hanwvana had a common border
with Bikaner and the rebellious and lawless activities of Bika
ner Thakurs sometimes extended to British arcas also Metealfe
decided 1o tahe this State under Britsh protection ™

The treaty had somc novel feature  According to the treaty
as the Raja was not very powerful to suppress the lawless actt
vities the British Government agreed to provide him troops to
suppress the rebel chicfs the expenses of which were to be
borne by the Raja® The Brtish Government had not commit
ted 1n this way with any other State but Metcalfe justified the
objection on the ground that the objective of the treaty was to

_—

5t qbel

55 F & P datel Gth Febnary 1818 No 10° SC NAI

Aate Jotwe Wullaw  Tle L ard Soweypordens of

C’nrln Lor! Metealfe Vol 1 p 400

57 Aud son op ar Vol I p °88

59 Letter datel 8th Octoler 1817 from J Adam to Metelle
F AP adatel “%th October 1817 No °F SG'NA

50 Aucd on  op ct Vol Ul p 88
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establish mternal peace and tranquillity™ and was approved bv
tee Governor General™

Treaty wirh Udatpur (1818)

When the State of Mewar entered into the treaty relations
with the Bnuish Government ;n 1818, it was a en crtical
movement of 1ts period For more than half a centun, the
hordes of Holkar Scindhia and Amur Khan had trodden, de-
vastated and ravaged the land of Mewar The recult has been
that the Maharana’s rule had become Lumted to the rallsy of
Ldaipur city onh = The positon of Maharana became <o pit
able that at umes, he had to depend upon Zalm Singh, the
Regent of hota, for his personal expenses.®™ In short, as a result
of the ravaging actissties of the Chefs of Mewar, Bhds, Meenzs
and Meos, Mewar was i a state of chaos by the beginmg
of the 19th Centunn ™

Under the circumstances, Maharana Bhum Smgh of Udar
pur tned to seek assistarce from the Bntish. When the Briush
Government decided to crush the Marathas and the Pindans,
it was an opportumty to conclude a treaty with the Statz  Ac-
cordingh, on 13th Juh, 1818, the treaty of fnendship, allance
and umtv was concluded® by which the British Government en
gaged stself “1o protect the principabity and terntonn of Mewar™
and to use sts best exertions for the restitution of those terntor-
1es which bhad been seized by others™ Ji was not unmixed with
self-interest as the British Government directly <hared 1n the ;-
crease of Mewar's revenues”

60 Leuer dated 20th March, 1818 from Metalfe 1o Adam
F & P dated 10th Spnl JRIE No 23 SC, N\Al

61 Leuter dated 4th Apnl JEIR from Adzm to Mealle
F & P dated Ist Mav 1818 No 16 SC, N\l

62 Ibd

63 Enline k. D A Gaetteer of the Udetpur S =te p 25

61 Tod, James op at, ‘ol 1 p 378

€5 Antduon op at \ol HI pp 1718

os Aucuson  op at, Vol I p 22

Letter da ed 2nd Februan IRI8 Irom Adam 1o Meraa'fe,

F & I‘ dated Gth March, 1818 No 5 S €. NAL
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The Maharana on his part, agreed to act always in ‘sub
ordinate co operation” with the Botish Government and acknow-
ledge ats sup , while g his gnty n his own
country, to abstain from poltical correspondence with other Chiefs
or States and to pay the yearly tnibute to the Bntish Govern
ment amounting to one fourth of the reveaues of the State for
five years and after that term three cighths m perpetuity ™ Thus
the treatv of 1818 conluded and was venfied by the Maharana
and the Brtsh Government

The gencral object of the Briush Government 1n conclud
ing treaties with these States was “to establish a barrier agamnst
the revival of predatory system or the cxtension of the power
of Scindhia and Holkar beyond the humts to be assigned to
them ™ Thts object could be achieved by subjecting the foresgn
relations of the petty States to the Brtish control In return
the Briish Government had to guarantec therr territorial n
tegrity and ndependence  As the interest of the parties was
served these States were to help the Brush Government with
therr military resources™ Lord Hastings’ policy thus emphasis
cd the Brtish paramountcy with regard to the Indian States with
a great force and determmation  The clauses of treaties like
“will always act mn subordinate co operation with the Brtish
Government”, *will not have any conncction with other States™,

“will not enter 1nto any negotiation without the knowledge™
ctc, were, more or less, an open surrender of personal inde-
pendence and ndividuality in matters of political importance

But the treaties of 1818 concluded with the States of Raj
putana faled to establish peace and tranquiility in the State due
to the straned relations between the Maharajas and the Chuefs
Lord Hastings therefore, n order to suppress the quarrels sanc-
tioned “some degree of interference to the extent of advice and
partial assistance ™™

68 Auchion op el Vol I pp 1718

69  Lecter dated Bth October 1817, from | A(lam to Metcalle
T & P dued 28h October 1817 No 26 §C NA

70 Tewer dated 27tk March 1818 from J Aihm to Ochter
lony 1 & I duted 21th Apnl 1818 Para 18 NAI o
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However 1t 1s a relief to note that the Cournts of Rajputana
States were pot reallh determimmed to accept <ubordimate posi-
non m the new <et-np by the treaties of 18IS, and there were
o parties at work ore recommendmg allance with the Bri-
tish on the terms mnasted by the Governor-General, and the
other objecting to them Thus, these were seeds of awaleaing
1n the form of hich and opposiion 1 accepting Briti<h alliance.

Tke Treunes and us operation (1818-1825)

There were the far-reaching mmphceations of the treaties It
1ed 10 the Bnuch interference 1n the mtemal affairs of the States
and m the cases where there were differences between the rulers
and therr Vassals the Briush Government had 10 act as arbitra-
tors  When there was ntermeddling regarding the mtrizues of
succession, the interference became offensne  Such  interfere
ences were \ehemently oppoced by the Rajput Chiefs 2nd caus-
ed great emberraccment to the Bntich Government.

Brizisk irterfererce 1 Mewar

The deplorable condition of Mewar, both politally a2nd
economically, indoced the Governor-General to male spechal
arrangements for it” Tt ako included re-establhihing the Maha-
rera’s authonty over his State and its Geperel settlement ™

Tod's Kanlnamah

To re-establish the Maharana’s awtheritn Col. Tod  call-
ed immedmiely an assembly of all the Chisfs of Mewar and
all except the Thakur of Nimhdi and the Rap of Shabpore
obeyed the cummens. The object was to male them retore
thelr usurpations of Lhalm binds desist from Jevying el
duties of impositions and renounce their predatory habis”

L Letter dated 27 March, IFIf from Adim 1o Oc re2lony,
F. L P dared 24th Apnl 1818, Para 1R NAT

72 Leuer daed €1 Oaoler. 1617 from Adsr to Meealls,
T. R P dawed 290h Ocaober, 1717, No 26, SC. NAI

“8 Letver dat~d 22nd April 1818 from Colonel Tod 1o Ade=.
F. & P dated 3th June 1918 No 67, SC. NAL
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With the help of Col Tod a draft for an engagement which
consisted of ten arucles was prepared  The articles were sub
mitted to the assembly of Chiefs on 1st May 1818 and was
concented by all the important Chiefs on 4th May 1818 ¢

Thus the agreement made a public recogmuion of Maha
rana s supericr power and Maharana was empawered to
punssh the dnsobcdxen! Chiefs  The Chief of Nimbdi had not
obeyed the Mah; and the
of s Jagic was nrdered ™ The help of the Bntish forces com
pelled the Chief to sybmit peacefully to the Rana’s orders”
The Raja of Shahpura had also to submit and the Ranas
orders were carnied out with the help of a Brtish Chaprast®
who was deputed by Tod for that purpose™

Derosition of Minster

In March 1821 Shah Shiv Lal was appomted as Pradhan
by the Mal who sup d the British * But
an February 1823 he was dismissed and detained on the accu
sations of corrunton and defalcation™ Shiv Lal was m the
good books of the Briish The acting Political Agent there
fore refused to accept the change and demanded an enquiry 1n
to the allegations made agamnst the mimster” Ochterlony who
disapproved the action of the Rana asked hum to give Banker s
guarantee for the debt due to the British Government or assien

7 Il

75 Letter dacedt 1t July 1818 F & P dated 315t July 1818
Nn 33 PC NA

% Tetter dzved 97th May 1818 [rom Colonel Tod 10 Agnew
F & T dated 21th July 1818 No 591 NA

77 Letter dated 27th June 1818 fmm Agnew to Tod ¥ & P
Aated 24th Julv 1818 No 604 SC

78 Letter dated 29th June 1818 [rom Colonel Tod to Ochter
lony T & P dated 20(h June 1818 No 98 SC NAT

79 Letter dated 16 July 182 fiom Tol 10 G Swinton
T # P dated 6th October 1821 No 19 PC Para 25 NA

80 Letter dated 19th February 1823 from % augh 10 Oclier
lony F & P dated 2ist March 1823 No 39 PC NA

81 Letter dated 22 February 1823 from Waugh to Ochterlony
T & P dated 2lst March 1823 No 41 PC NAI
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lands of the equal value before appomting a new Pradhan®

With this clash between the Maharana and the Brtish Govern-
ment, the dissatisfied Chuefs agamn raised the slogan agamnst the
State Ochterlony, therefore advised the British Government
to allow lm more interference 1n affars of the State® which
was approved by the Governor General m council®™

But when 1 1823 Capt Cobbe took over from Col Tod
as the Political Agent in Mewar to improve the relations bet-
ween the Maharana and the Britsh Government, he recommen
ded a lberal attitude towards the Maharara™ He also sug
gested that the British Government should take an mstalment
of Rs 125000 per annum mstead of Rs 225,000 on ac-
count of the arrears of the tnibute® Both these recommenda
tions were accepted by the Brtish Government™ and thus Capt
Cobbe succeeded in establishing s control over the Mewar
with great satisfaction ®

Interference n Jaipur

After signing of the treaty of 1818 with Jawpur Ochterlony
ordered Amur Khan to withdraw hus troops from Jawpur terrr
tories™ But as soon as the troops of Amir Khan withdrew,
the problem of Khalsa lands began at the Japur court In

82 Letter dated 26th Tebuary 1823 from Ochterlony to Mah1
rana Blum Singh F & P dated 215t March 1823 “No 42 PG NAT

83 Letter dated 4th September 1822 from Oclterfony to
Swinton F & P dated 2nd N\ovember 1822 No 7 FC NAI

81  Letter dated 215t March 1823 from G Swinton to Och
terlony F & P dated 2l March 1823 “o 50 PC N\l

85  Letter dated 18th September 1873 from M A Cabbe to
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order to check further detenoration Qchterlony marched to Jat
pur®™ The urgent task before him was to restore the authority
of thc Maharaja Like Col Tod he also drew the Kaulnamah
to curb the authortics of the Chiefs® Most of the Thakurs
sighed the document on 2lst June, 1818 But when Thakur
Bharat Singh of Madhorajpura refused to surrender the fortress
Ochterlony diately ordered a detact of troops under
Col Thompson to cut him to size”™  As a result of this not only
Bhirat Singh quictly submitted but the powerful Chiefs like
Rao Rajpa Laxman Singh of Stkar and Abhey Singh of Khetrt
also surrendered their usurpations™ The exercisc of Brtish
mflucnce in this action was fully approved by the Government *

Problem of Succession

But with this the trouble did not end Maharaja Jagat
Singh died on 2Ist Dec, 1818, having no son  But Mohan Ram
Nazir immedsately mstalled Mohan Smgh, the son of Ex Prince
of Narwar whose famuly was connceted with the Royal house
It was declared that Maharaj Jagat Singh on his death bed had
adopted the child and ordered his installation® In the begin.
ning Brytish Government showed no mnterest  But soon the anti
Nazir Thakurs began to oppose the nght of the successor  They
pressed the supenor claims of Thakur Bhadur Sigh of Jhallya
for successton™ The British Government, therefore demanded

9 Letter dated 21st Miy 1818 Ocmerlony to ] Adam
T & P dated 19th Jupe 1818 No 22
01  Letter dated 22nd June 1818 from Oﬂllﬂ]ony to Adam
F & 1' dated 17th July 1818 No 42 PC
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T8 P dated 11th August 1818 No 100 PC NAI
93 Letter dated 8th August 1818 from Ochterlony to Adam
T & P dued 20th August lBIS No 81 SC NAI
91 Ictter duted 11th August 1818 from Adam to Qchterlany
T & I dued 1tth August 1818 Ne 102 PC NAI
95 Latter dated N from Mohan Ram Nanur to Ozhlcrlm)y
I &P Depit dhted Gth Tebruary 1818 No 45 P[ Na
r from Thakur Bhadur Singh to Metealle rerd on
8th I?IirchLel'écw F & P Deptt dated 3rd E.z‘\pnl 1819 No 88 PC
NAI
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more satsfactory proof of the lepiumacy of the <uccession be-
fore it could comms. wself fimalh ¥ To ascertamn the tree facts

chierlony wecded to call an ascembly of Curfs and issued
a circular to them” o this eflect  This atutode of th: Bnush
Goverrment created a crincal situation m Japur  Ochterlomy,
therefore decxded to visit the State™ bat the news of Ram's
presnzney changed the situation coasderablh  On 25th Apnl,
1819, a posthumous <on was born to Mabaraja Jagat Sinch who
was immediateh proclaimed under the itz of Sawai Jai Singh™
She dismussed Mohan Ram who was creating difficultizs 1 the
recognition of nghts of her <on and appomted Joth Ram as
the Chief Executne kead of the Stare

Dusizissal of Mohan Ram Nazr and the appomntrent of a Resi-
dert Political Agent

Thz disrussal of Mohan Ram Nazir by the Reecent Ram
of the Minor Prince gave a <tmal to Ochterlony that his per-
<onal wrterference mav be ended m the Stzte and <o he tned
to prevent the dismussal of Mohan Ram Nezir™ JIn <hort Och-
terJomy showed s inchpation to recogmse the Regent Rary's
<overerzn authonts only if she was prepared to act according to
his wishes. In the meantiume Ochterlony had ordered a detach-
ment of troops to be kept 1n readmess to march to Jarpur of
needed ™ But Regent Ram boldlv challenred the Bntish Gov
ernment for sts miohement mn the Nazir's case™  She obseried
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lonv F & P Deptr, dated 20th Februars 1819 No 45 PC. Nl
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that the treaty of alhanie and friendship was made with the
Maharap’s fanuly and not wih ks scrvants ™

However 1 order to check the actvities of the Ram Och
terfony recommended the appomtment of an European Off
cer to reside at Junur o advise the State authonties  The
exceutive powers of the State were vested in Rawal Bernsal and
Joth Ram was disnussed  Capt Stewart the Resident at Jau
pur as nstructed took up the work of revenue admenistration
of the Stat. and issued 2 proclamation on behalf of the Dar
bar noufyme its desire to farm the lands for 3 years and extend
ing the securty of the Bntish Government within the terms of
encagements *

Yeodure of Rawal Bersial and Revolt w Jaipur

Tn spitc of the British support Rawal Berisal could not show
any proyress momproving the finances of the State  The army
of the Raj were not pmd for a vear and there was resentment
The four battalions stattoned at Torawat: therefore  revolted
and arrested thor oflners and marched towards Jaspur demand
ing their pay ™ This created a conflict between the supporters
of the Ram and the Rawal Bntish Government sided with
Rawal s supporters and sent an urgent requisition for a detach
ment of Britsh troons from Nasirabad cantonment * Mean
whik. a battalion of Nagas posted at Hinddaun left sts post with
out anv order and jomed the mutincers m the City Col
Rapper was worned abont the personal safety of the Rawal and
sked Ram o allow him and his people to come out of the

101 Trwns ol letter (l\lcd Ind May 1819 from Bfannce
Ruu to Ochterlony op @t NY
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Cimv * The Queen mother agreed to 1t but refused to recog-
nise Rawal as Mukhuar In the circumstances, Ochterlony
reachad Jaipur on 29th November, IR2Y, for <eulement He
agreed with the remosal of Bensal and gave his <anction for
the appomiment of Thakur Megh Singh of Digzi as Mukhtiar
and Missar Ganesh Naram and Govind Naram as the Chief Re-
venue ofhcers This arrancement composed the differences
between the Rami and Britsh authontes.

Ir terference 1n Rota

In Rota too difficulties arose at the death of Mahamo
‘Umed Singh on 21st November, 1819 His successor Maharao Ki-
<hore Singh who was not on good terms with Madho Singh, the
<on of Zalm Singh was not prepared to reconcile to the pos-
tion of remaiming as 2 titular Chief under Madho Singh. Col
Tod the Political Acent, suprorted the Maharao's <tand ™

On 6th and 7th Apnl. Maharao’s party called their men
mto the fort and prohubited the entrance to the Rajrana’s men
The paace of Kota was, thus, threatened  Tod, therefore, allow-
ed the Rajrana to bring mn troops, which were ready  But even
then Tod refuced to suggest am measare of coercion such as
closing the water gate of the fort or stoppmng provisions®*
Bat the Briish Government did not approre Col Tod's com-
promising atutnde on the plea that the Government had enter-
ed nto the treaties with Zahm Swgh and, therefore, Tod was
mnstructed for an unquahfied support to the Rajrana'* and to
suppress anv attempt which mav subverse the authonty of Raj-
rana
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But 1n the meantime Tod succeeded in drawing up an en
garement of 12 artcks acceptable to both the Raoraja and
the Rajrana  Maharao aereed to remam 1 nomumal power
and to remove Goverdhandas the illegtimate son of Zalm
Singh to his Jagir *  According to this agreement the Rajrana
was allowed to post 200 of his men tn the fort for his personal
secunty but on the day when the agreement was to be imple
mented more than 500 men secured access to the fort Tod
blamed Madho Singh for this deception and at the same time ash
ed the Mah to remosve Goverdhand: A time hmut of 5 days
was gnen * to amplement the demand  But the Maharao re
fused to accept the ulumatum  Though he acreed to distiss
Goverdhandass vet he desired to recall him at hus own wishes
Tod however insisted that Ius demand be eher accepted or
rejected in toto'' Ulumately the Maharao aereed to the de
parture of Goverdhandass who Lft Kota on 17th June * Maha
120 was not happy with this arrangement and so on 28th Dic
he crossed the Chambal and marched towards Bundi to meet
Goverdhandass ™ Being  prepared  Maharao  entered  Harott
with his rabble and Tod warned him of the consequences™
Ulumately an cnragement took place near Mangrol n which
Prithvi Singh the younger brother of Kishore Smeh was fatal
ly wounded and the Maharao had to retire to Jaipur terntory

This conduct of the British Government alarmed the other
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Rapput Princes and thes wrote svinpathetic ketters™ to the
Maharao  This created suspicion among the Rajput Prirces
about the Brinh motne i making a mumnter more powerful
than the Prmec The Brinh Goremment, therefore circulated
a fetter clanfyiae s ovm <tand -

After some ume Maharao reached Nathdwara and on 12th
Moy Tod s vakil placed before hum a draft of the formal decx
<ion of the Bnuish Governm=nt  Maharao siened over the aeree
ment on 18th Nov 1821 which was a complate submussion to
the Britsh Government *

The disturbances 1n hota were the reactions to the Brinsh
policies  The 1dea that the Regent alone was considered as the
tead of hota Suate ard the Rap 10 be deemed as a utular
head was arainst the posine uxaces of the Rajput States.
Moreover the waning of the policy of nonnterference created
an inconsistercy 1n the Brtish poliev towards Rajputana ard
produc~d consequences that <hool the confidence of the people
of hota

Interfererce 1+ Alwar

The major case of political interference 1n Rajasthan 1s pro-
vided by Alwar dunng the period of our study  There has
been no madent of note up to 1814 but with the death of
Rao Raja Bakhtawar Sinch mn 1815, the situation became <«en
ous on the issue of succession  There were two clumants to
the throne of the deceased Raja  The first was his illegstimate
son Balwant Singh, from a Muslim concubine who had adopted
Hindwsm  The other was his nephew Bem Sinsh The Rao
Raja evidentlv wished for his son's succession and repeatedly
<ought for him some mark of acknowledgement from the Bn

122, Letter dated 20th October 1821 from Colancl Tod 10
Swinton F & P 10th November 1521 No 13 PC. N4l

123 Letter dated 31st October |F"l {rom Sum(on to Oclter
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tish Government ™ After the Rao's death his friend  Ahmed
Baksh Khan of Ferozpur (Jhirka) to whose puardianship  he
had Jed his allamrs, produced 4 paper i which it was
said, “you will guard my honour, State and my son Balwant
Singh and daughter and dismiss such officers ¢y may oppose Bal
want Singh“* The Britnh Government, therefore, rased no
objection to iy professed guardsanship

But the chiefs and the oflicers of the State objected to tie
accesson of Balwant Singh on account of his llegtimacy '
Both the partics, however, rcached 2 compromise, according to
which Bem Singh was acknowledged as the nommal Maharaja
and Head of the State while Balwant Singh was to enjoy the
whole execulne power*™ But the Brtsh Government kept re-
served (he “nght of future should cire ai de-
manded it”*

Tn Junc, 1825, an attempt was made to assassinatc Nawab
Ahmed Bux Khan, wiile he visited Delln™  The assassin after
arrest confessed to have been employed by Mutha, son of Ramoo
Khawas, Chief Officer of Alwar State and the leader of Bem
Sgh’s party  Ochterlony ordercd the confinement of all ths
suspects rending an enquiry * Thes ancident ancreased the ten-
sion between Balwant Singh and Bem Singh's paries  To avoid
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their direct clash Ochterlony recommended the followmg <ettle
ment —=
1 Treasure to be equallv diided between Bem Singh
and Balwant Smeh.

2 The Parghanas roughly of the value of those bes-
towed by the Briish Government, 1€, four lakhs,
to be assigned to Balwant Singh and his heirs

3 In case of faillure of heirs the assignment to revert
to Alwar State

4 It was further declared that “whilst anmv suspicion
remamed of Bem Singh being at the bottom of the
assassination plot, 1t was pecularly undesirable to
make an exclusne declaration mn his favour ™™

On the lnes of the suggestion made, the agreement was
conducted  Accordingly  Balwant Singh recened half of the
assignment m land and half in money His power was recogn-
3scd © over Parganas worth rupees two lakhs The suspected
persons were acquitted on account of lack of evidence

Interference = Bharatpur

The gaddi of Bharatpur became a bone of contention after
the death of Maharaja Baldeo Singh on 26th Feb, 1825 There
were two claimants to the throne, one Balwant Singh son of
Baldeo Singh, and the other Durjansal  In ordwnary course Ochter-
lony had granted the Khiat to Maharaja’s son Balwant Smgh
on 6th Feb 1825, and accordingly Balwant Singh was imme-
drately 1nstalled ™

Revolt of Durjansal The Brish Aitude

But, Durjansal another clamant, was bemng supported by
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most of the Jat commumty He attacked the fort on 13th
March 1825, and gained control of the fort as well as of the
Raja  Ochterlony declared this action as a cold blooded step
and announced lus decision to oppose the usurpation™  He ap
pealed that ‘cvery Jat great or small should oppose and expel
Dunjansal, and promised that soon the British forces will come
to assist the nghtful clumant * and simultaneously started mili
tary preparations

But sn the meanume the Governos General 1n Councyl de
clared that Bntish Government would not support the claim of
Balwant Singh m the event of dispute as the succession was
internal question and 15 not covered under the treaty  Ochter
lony was thercfore called upon to stop the advance of troops
and all other actrons w support of Balwant Sngh *  Meanwhile
Madho Singh the younger brother of Durjansal tried to cap
ture the power and make a possession of Deeg fort ©  He tried
o obtan the British support in ousting Durjansal and to give
his support to Balwant Singh provided Mookhtaree 1s given
to him  But when Metealfe was appointed Resident at Delhn
and the Agent to the Governor General for the States of Ray
putana he held that the Brtish Government was duty bound
by virtue of its position as a paramount power 1 India to 1m
pose its will on the States in subordinate alliance in order to
maintamn general peace and lawful succession ® He declared
that the use of force was essential to mamtam the succession of

——
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Maharaja Balvant Smch to the thron=© 2od therefore o-d-red
th~ armv to march on Bharatour

Bhara pur surrenders

Tre Briish army reach~d Bharatpar by 10th Octorer 182>
and Bntish were surprised to <ce that PDurjansal retamm~d ex
clusne power over the State ard was <upperted by th~ peop!
of his tnbe Jats wheth~r belonewne 10 Bharatpur or Brirh
termtories dwecth or indirecthy helped Durjansal © Tt had b
coms a nanozal cause for them Durjansal recened the com
ple ¢ obediree from people of all walks of Ife irrecpectne of
th~ armv the Chiefs and the peopl* * Tt was alo belived that
troops from Alwar Jodhpur Jaour and haranh were amore
the deferders thouch Metcalfe <«enioush doubted t © To avoud
Briich 2tack Durjansal offered to acknowldee Balwant Sinch
bt Metcalfe demanded bis persomal surrender wnconditional
1N Llumatch batt)> broke out and a <uccessful breach 1m th~
wall efected by mmmne enabled the Bruch troops to comguer
the Citv  Durjansal was amested and sent to Allahabed as a
Sute prisoner *

Interjerence  Jodhpur

Not much ums had elaped since th~ con lusion of the
treots of 1818 than the Bnush Government tni<d to interfere
m tke mternal affairs of Jodhour State  Just after th~ treath
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vas siened at was popularhy beheved that Maharaja Man Singh
had become mentally deranged™ In Oct 1818  Maharajp
Man Sineh made a requisition for two battalions and exp d hus
will ta pay their expense: He alwr expressed hus de
sire that these troops would act under his own orders i sup
pressing the disobedsent Thakurs  Ochterlony was all along
m favour of Brtsh terfercnce but he consdered i necessary
that a true prctuce of the State should be obtaned and there
fore deputed hus Head Munshi Burkat Al to Jodhpur *  Mean
while the snternal siuation of the State had gone from bad to
warse Maharaja s enal Fateh Ra) mobifised fus forces and cap
tured the oty and the Maharaja and hus munsters remained
the posszssion of the fort only

‘This was the state of affars when Burkat Al reached Jodh
pur  Burkat Al found that all rumours about the Maharaja s
1sanity were ncorrect and the Maharaja had more sense  than
hundreds of tus people  Burkat Al conveyed to the Maharasa
the Resdent s willingness to help fum 1 re estabhishing hus av
thority ®  Tins created a suspicion 10 the Mabaraja s mund and
he could guess that under the name of friendly assistance Brt
tish desired the Nberty of mierfering 1n the internal affairs of
the State Thercfore Maharaja madc a capital out of the presence
of Burkat Al by showing that Bnitish Government regarded hum
as the Head of the State and as such the other Chiefs and
Thakurs aiso expressed therr foyalty to the Maharaja

Deputation of European Officers

On the report of Burkat Ali the Butish Government m
order to know the actual state of affaurs favoured the deputa
tion of some of the Europeans to Jodhpur and accordmgly
—————
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F Wilder, the Supdt of Ajmer, was mstructed to proceed to
Jodhpur Maharaja Man Singh agair made a capital out of Wil-
der s stay at Jodhpur and established successfully fus authonts
over the disobedient chiefs F Wilder renewed the offer of
mulitary assistance to the Maharaja, but the Maharaga politel
dechined to avail himself of the offer ™

The Dissausfied Chiefs Briush Interference

In 1821 the dissausfied chiefs submutted a reprecentation
to Capt Tod about thewr grievances agamst Maharaja Man
Singh ™ Ochterlony advised the Maharaja to grant amnest 1o
the exiled Thakurs Maharaja Man Smngh promsed complance
provided Thahurs had direct talks with im  The Resident ac
cordmnely directed the Thalurs to go to Jodhpur and to want
upon the Maharaja as the Jodhpur vakil had pledged the Tha-
Lurs therr Iife and honour during therr stav at Jodhpur®* But
the Thakurs while yet on their way were arrested on the orders
of the Maharaja though released later on On this mcident,
Ochterlony became so much excited that he dismissed the Jodh
pur sahil unceremomously and wrote to the Government that
the Maharaja’s conduct be not “suffered to pass unwvisited ™™
He succested Wilder s deputation to Jodhpur who was to insu
tute an ivestication to the differences between the Maharapa's
and his Chiefs and i the name and by the authonty of the Bn
tish Government was to mahke such an arrangement as would
remstate the Chiefs 1 therr just mght and possession™  The
Governor General i Counctl, however, did not consider Maha-
raja guilts but approved the Resident's sugrestion for sending
‘Wilder to Jodhour, with the mstructions that “methods of force

153  Letter dt 23rd Jamv, 1819 from F Wilder to  Ochter
lomv F R P dt 20th Feb. 1819 \o 19 PC. \AT

155 Letter dt 12th Nouv., 1821 from Tod to Swinton F & P
dt §th Dec, 1821 o 42, PC. AT

156 Letter dt 11th Nov, 18?3 from Ochterlom tc Swinton
F & I dt %tk Janms., 182 No 5 PC. \AL

3157 Lester dt 13th Dec, 1823 from Ochtrrloms 1o Swinon
F &P dt %h Jans, 1824 No 8 PC. NAL

158  Leuter dt 18th Dec, 1823 from Ochterlonmy to Swinon
op at, NAL
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and mtimidation were to be avoded as far as it was practic
able’

Wilder s arnval at Jodhpur was not pleasing to the Maha
raja and 1n the mecting Maharaja refeered to the treaty guaran
tees and for the non intervention of the Brtsh Government in
the mternal afTairs of Ins State*™ Maharaja however agreed
to restore the Thakurs of Awah Asop Nima) and Rass posses
sions held by them 1n the tume of Maharaja Bakht Singh withun
a pertod of six months® on the conditton that Governor Gene
ral would assurc him of non snterference on the part of the Bri
ush Government 1n the cvent of the Thakurs again gwving the
Maharaja any cause of offence Ochterlony though was not
pleascd with Wilder s proceedings at Jodhpur particularly on
Ius gwing an assurance of non iatervention on behalf of the
Governor General s but since Wilder had made a commitment
the Governor General decded to honour it ® But this engage
ment of 1823 failed 1n bringing a reconciliation between the
Maharaja and the nobility as Chiefs agan started making fresh
demands * and i view of the above engagement the Resident
who till then had been supporting the Thakurs and was mainly
responsible for the Brtish intervention en thewr behalf was now
obhged to admut that the intervention had served to ncrease
therr * contumacious and encroaching spint  and declared that
he did not think himself justified “in pressing the Maharara
further  m therr favour™ The British Government too ap
proved the Resdents resolution

159  Letier dt \il from Swinton to Octterlony T & 1 dt
Oh Jany 1821 No 9 PC NAI

160 Letter dt Gth March 1821 from Willer to Swmton I R
P dt 30tk Apnl 18°1 No 19 PC Nl

161 Text of the engagement No 1 dt "'I!l Teb 181 T &
P Depte dt 30th Ayl 18°¢ No 20 TC NA

162 Letter dt 30ih Apnl 1821 from Sccy to GOT 10 T
Wilder T & P dt 30th April 1871 No 35 PC NAI

163  Lewer dt 22n1 Dec 1821 from Wider to Od terlony
T & P dt 2Fih Dec 18% No 9 PG NAI
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But Dhonkal Sinch entered into Jodhpur termtors and cap-
tured Deedwara™™  N\aharaja Man Sinch requested for the Bn
tth assstance  The Poliical Agent was however directed rot
1o promise anvthing unless the Maharaja was prepared to sub
mut iy differerces v ith his nobles to Britnsh arbitration ™ After
all when Dhonkal Singh reached up to Merta, the Maharana
agrezd 10 Bntish arbitrauon™ and consequenth to 2 modifica
ton of the agreement of 1824 Wuth the result Dhonkal Smeh
then quitted the Jodhpur termtory and disbanded his forces ac-
cording to the wiches of Cavandish™

Brinsh interference mn Bikaner

The general rebellion on the part of the nobiity had drnen
the Bilaner Maharap: mnto alliance with the Briush Government.
Accordmelh mmmediateh after the conclusion of the treats of
1818 the Maharaja made a requinition for a Bnush force agamst
his rebellious Chiefs, The British too were anxsous to re-estab-
Iich the Maharaja s authorty so that a trade route through Bika-
ner and Bhawalpur could be opened safely ™ Resient, there
fore called a force and the contingent of hore detached under
i Lt Low gamed possession of Neema Nahan Satun and
Baharod 1n the Bilamer ternton ™ Meanwhile there was an
outbreak of Bhatis at Fatehabad and Siwsa The Bntish Gos
ernment considered » the most suitable opportunity for settling
the frontier effectinels and fulfiling ats obligations towards the
Maharaja of Bikaner by estabhishing his authorts which had
been * set at defiance by predatory bands encouraged and sup-

16> Letter dt \dl fror1 GR. Cl-1k to Dellu Rendent ¥ 7
P dr 29th Julh 1822 \o 11 PC. \AI

166 Letter dt 20th Junce 18”5 from Delln Resdent 1o A
Sterhiny F & P dt 20h June 1825 No 15 PC. ™AL

167  Letter dr 2@t July 1828 from R C:nnus'l to D-ltu
Reudent F & P dt 16th Aus, 1828 No 20 PO N

163 Letter dt Yo Aug, 18°% from Cavandsh to Dellt Res
dent F &P ot 2th Aug. 1528 No 15 PC AL

167 Letter &t 19th Feb 1817 from Metalfe to \dam F K
P dr 15th March 1817 No 19 PC. \AL

170 Leuter &1 5th \pnl l=l= fram VMetalle to \dam F & P
dt 1 NMav 1818 No 63 PC.NAD
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ported by fuudatories of that State * The Brtish force there
fore after the recovery of Fatehabad and Swisa was ordered to
march mty Bikaner turntory for the purpose

Tle place, Bried Arnold was required to reduce were Dad
reva Sdmukh Sirsila Churu Zahirea  Suluknea and Gundeh
A small force of the Maharaja also jomed the operation but a
verv strone resitance was offered  Thakur Prithvi Singh eva
cuated tie fort without resistance and his uncle went to Bika
ner to beg forgneness on behalf of the whole famdy The Sd
nmukhs surrender broke the morale and almost all the rebel
Chiefs surrendered before the Bntish force one after another
Suraymal of Dadreva evacuated his fort and took up his rest
dence 1n Shekhawat: Similarly other Thakurs the Thakurs of
Gandeli Zahirea Siestta and Chury also surrendered and the
forts were occupied by the British detachment ™ Al these ac
tions resulted 1 restoring a complete peace m the Bikaner ter
ntory

Bruish jolicy after 1825

The incdents of Kota Jaipur Mewar Alwar Bharatpor
and Jodhpur had involved the British Government in to lots
of responstbilities  In fact the Briish interference 1n the States
as we have seen lod to the unrest and anarchy mn the States
wstead of list peace and quilh In fact such a
sitwation was never contemplated by C T Metcalfe when he
established British connection with” the Rajput States mn 1818
The year 1825 therefore witngssed a great change in British
attitude towards the native States with the appomtment ol‘

171 Letter dt 14th Aug 1818 (mm Adam to Metcalfe T f\t
NA!

T dt Mth vg 1818 No 7° PC 3
172 Letter dt 23rd Aug 1818 (mm Me(cnl[e to Brigd Ar)
nold T & P dt “fth Sept 1818 No 50 PC NAI - -

173 Leuwer di 2nd Sept 1818 from Bugd «Arnold to Col
Niol Adgt Gen HQ F & P dt 26th Sept 1818 No 50 PC
AL

171 Tetter dt 3vrd Sept 1818 from Arnold to Metc lfe F &
T de 17th Occ 1818 Mo 62 PC

175 Letter dt 3rd Sept 1818 from Arnold to Metcalle F &
P dt 17th Oct 1818 No 61 PC Nal
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Lord C T Metcalle as the Resdent at Dzlhi ard Acent to the
Governor Gereral for the States of Rajputana. Explunmg the
policv of non iterference Metcalfe sad, “m case of musrule
endangenng the peace of the coumn or extremel harmful to
the mierests of the Sate the deposuon of culpable regercy and
the nomimation of the another accordwng to the customs of the
State with full powers, would bz preferable to thz appomtment
of a mmmister with our <upport under the Regenen  for this lat-
tr arranrement can kardh fail to produce, eithzr a dnaded or
an meficient Government (as 1 Jaicur) or an odioas ysurpa
uon (as m Hiderabad) ~ Therefore soon after the senlement
of Bharatnur affur Metcalie turred to implement the<e wdeas
1 the Staies of Rajasthan parucilan i Jaipar ard Mewar,
wherc the Brurh Goverrmrznt had mreefered most extensnel

Jarp ir (1825 omwards)

Metcalfe s attention was drawn towards the probl>m of the
dusputes of Shekhawau and of Unnmra, a tnbutann of Jaipur
In th~ former ca<e the disputz was wad recard 1o th~ <urrender
of disnct Kkandela of Sikar to Jaip.r Governmeent and 1 the
Iatwr ezse the Maharaja of Jaipor de wred to rale som2 chaness
11 the adrms'rauon of Unnra  Therefove, vien complanm's
were rade by the dissatisfied chiefs to Metcalfe, be stncthy for-
bade such irterference in tne anternal 2ffaws of the Suate™
These ncdents thouch were not of a great importance bt
they were a pomter to the polxy that ths new Reudert was
rome 1o follow  Simiar atutude was adopted when Rawel
Benisal complamed that the village of Anandpur previoash grant-
ed to his son by the Recent Ram had now been confiscatsd b
ter  Thoush Rapper tbe Poltxcal Arert 2t Japur, wanted to
u-e the wfluence of the Briush Gorerrment m this caee,”™ but
Mevcalfe ¢ wallowed the petition of thz Rawal dechinnz the sub-

156 Memo by CT \!cxo"e dt 29th Aug, 1525 Depre. du
16 % Sept. 1525 Na 21 SC N\

137 Letter ¢t 12th Nov., l= fon Meaalfe 1o Papprr ¥
K P dt 1Tih Feh, 1826 No 11 PC NAL
ter  Letter dt Tth Nov. 1825 {rom Rapprr to Mata®e F &

P dt Mk Febo 1529 No 11 PCNAL
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jeets to be i the domestic jurisdiction of the State™  Sumilarly
Metcalfe did not suprort the contention of the Political Agent
that n casc 1f Jhot Ram returns to the State the Briush Gov
crnrent should intervene  He did not support the Resident’s
view that Brnssh Government should impose certamn conditions
on Rani if she allows the return of Jhot Ram ™

Explaining lus policy Metealfe apenly declared that * Gth
Article of the trcaly was never intended to give the Brtish
Government the reht of interference i revenue matters”

Appomtment of IThot Ram

The Briish Policy of non nterlerence was once agan at
stake vhen the Regent Rani requested the British Government
to allow her to appont Jhot Ram as Mukhtiar to improve the
financial condition of the State ” But the proposal was vehe
mently opposed by Lt Low ™ Edward Colebrooke on the other
hand, supported the stand of Rani not only on account of the
rolicy of non intervention but as this will make British receipts
of tnbute more regular * Thus on account of Metcalfes m
Muence the Residents view was supported by the Governor
General sn Council™ and the Rami was allowed to appoint JThot
Ram

Jn Nov 1830 the Political Agency was closed at Jaipur

179 Teter dt 9th Dec HS’) Imm Metealfe to f Low T R P
de 17th Feb 1876 No 18 PC

180 Letter dt 19th Dec 182.: (wm Metcalfe to J Low T &
P dt 17th Teh 1826 No 18 PC NA

181 Icteer dt 10th Jany 1876 Imm Metealfe 1o Low F & P
dt 17t Telr 1826 No .0 PC NAD

182 Letter de 20th Yeb 1828 from | Low to L Colebrooke
T R I' dt 2oth Apn} 1828 No 31 P( 1

183 Ifectter dt 22nd Fo» 1828 DLom ] Low to T Cole
brooke I” X ¥ U5th Apr’ 1% Ao Ff FC NG

184 Letter dt st March 1828 from Co]chronkc to Swinton
T &P de 25th \pnl 1828 No 32 PC

185  Lctter dt 25th Aprl 1828 fram A Surlng to E Cole
brooke T R I dt °5!h Apn! 1828 No 38 PC NAL
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and the poltical relations of Jaipur State were tran<ferred to the
Supdt of Aymer *

Mewar (182> om ards)

On 12th Nov 1826 Capt Cobbe went on leae and Capt
Sutherland took over as the Acting Polical Agent in Mewar
Sutherlznd was a close fniend of Metcalfe and thus adopred hus
views on the pohcy of ‘non interference” It was 1n accordance
with this policy that Sutherlard abolished the svstem of deplov-
ing badged <enants, holding securies for the tribute and con-
trol over the customs ™

Accordingly  during his st to Udaipur  Metealfe met
Maharana Bheem Singh on 13th Dec 1826 and accepted the
ten reques s of the Maharana 1 order to strencthen Maharana's
authoriiy over the State subjects and <emvants. In accepung
the demands of the Maharana the polcy of Matcalfe vas to
rummise the mterference of the poltical Agent to the mmmum.
In spite of the opposition of Cobbz * Mfetcalfe took another
step towards the policy of non mterference by ordenng the with
drawal of a partv of Bnuch cavaln men emploved at Harur-
carh 1o <ecure roads He declared that the patrolling of tha
trade routes 1 the State was to be the duty and proalege of the
Maharana himself™ and the Gosemor General approved Met
calie’s proposals.’™

Thus, with the restoration of Prince’s authonts, it was de-
aided to closc the Poliical Arency 1n Mewar also i 1830 and

186 Rewolution of the Supreme Gou, dt 14th Oa., 1830 F
L P de b Oa, 1830 No 1 PC. \AL

187 Letter dt 1st Dec, 1826 from Sutl erland to Mewalle F
& P depi, dt 20th Jamv, 1527 No 47 PC.

188 Letter dt 20th Dec. 1826 {rom \lnullc to Suthrz Dv
Serv, GOL. F R P dt 2nd Feb, 1827 No 22 PG NAD

19 Letter dt Gth Jan, 1827 from Cobbe to Maalle F L P
dep t, dt Sh Feb. 1827 No 16 PC.NAL

19 Letter dt Gth Jams, 1827 from Mcealle 1o Golbe T &
P depr, dt %ih Febl 1827 No 16 PO NAT

191 Letter dt 17th Feb., 1827 from Suthng to Moalfe b L
I' deptt, de €th June 1827 No 40 PC.
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the Supdt of Ajmer was entrusted with the conduct of the
affairs of Mewar

Bikaner (1825 onwards}

Matcalfe s Polcy of non interference was apphied to Bika
ner when n 1830 Berisal a powerful Chicf rebelled apamnst the
authority of the Maharaja of Bikaner The Resident had acreed
with the Maharaja to send Brtish troops to suppress the rebel
lious Thakur and had instructed  the commanding officer of the
Rajputana Field Force to hold the Regiments of Native Infan
try and an adequate proportion of Horse Artillery in readiness
to march mnto Bikaner terntory ® But Metcalfe opposed the
Residents view and argued that the 6th and 7th arncles
of the treaty was wholly of a temporary nature He there
fore directed the Resident 1o stop thc march of troops mto
Bikaner »

Bentut ck s Policy

Metealfe s expermient 1 non interference  provided a refre
shing contract to the former policies and was able to restore
confidence at Jeast sn two prenuer States of Rajasthan viz Jar
pur and Udaipur and st reserve to the British Government
a sovereien paternal junsdiction which was not likely to be re
sented  Metcalfe 1 fact was eacer to regulate the relations
of the British Government with the Indian States on a prmaple
that would avoid vexauous interference 1 the internal affairs
of the Statc on the part of the Paramount power yet would rc
serve to 1t superior nights of stewardship and superintendence

But with Lord Willlam Bentinck a new attitude was taken
though Bentinck also supported the Matcalfe s Poliey of non
mterference  In fact the Bentincks polcy can be called a
policy of convensence as envisaged by the incidents that took

199 Lener dt 5 Oct 1830 from F Ha Xk ns to Commanl
ng Offcer Rayp ta1a Field Force F & P dt 79nd Oct 183) Mo
36 PC NAL

193 N nites of Metcalfe ¥t °nd Oa 1830 F & P depte
dt 2°nl Oct 1830 No 87 PC NAI
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pieee pericularh i Jodbpur and Bikerer Actalh o those
affai~, + hech conceragd the nichis of the British Government or
those which camz m 1ts puniew as the paramount power and
wh . i 29ecied th- gemeral peace of the countn, Bentinckh ap-
phad <trcter contro} than his predecessors  In these affarrs he
toch measures to vindicae the power of the peramount autho
iy of the Bt h Governmept.  Thus the pobey pursaed bh
Bepunch towards the Siates of Rajputana clzarly <howed that ke
was naver restramed by the pohey of non mterfererce

Benunck imuted Prirces of Rajp1'ara at Ayrer

By 1831 the Brtishers had berun to feel that it was ther
responaibiimy that the matne States did not attack on the reigh
bouring States and the law and order suvztion was mamtam~d
Te prevalence of the svstem of plunderine rads of the «ub-
iects of one State on another and their attack o1 the annoce
merchants and travellers attracted™  the attention of Willam
Benurch 1n 1831 Lt Col A Lochett, the Polincal Aeent zt
Braratpur, was deputed by Willam Bentinch for collecting the
necz<an anforrmnon about the plundenng tards ard their ac
tnues m the most dicturbed trect of Shelhawati (Jaipur) ™
Bentine} was alo eager to take <teps 1 co-operation with the
Borbay Presdency for establishine a permznent prace o the
comren frontirs at hutch (1n Bomtay Presidencs) Smd, and
Makin (11 Jodhpar State) which were very much disturbed by
thz actnsuies of armed hhosa plunders of Pardar™ But Beru
nch was of the view that rulers of Rajputana ousht to be con
<ulted before any decision was taken with regand to the proven-
tion of the sadd armed actnstes. In pursuance of this pohn

191 Tetrer de 10 h Oct. 1831 !mn Pnneep to Marun F A P
Depri dr 4th \ov. I8S1 No 9 NAT

1% Ieter dt 13th March fmm Puncp to Marun F & P
Den €1 2nd Apn? IFS1 No 41 NAL

197 Leusr dt 24th Awwue, 189 from  Denanck 10 Lod
Clire F I P Derar. dt 7th O, 1831 Secret. No 16 NALL Lestes
¢t 2fth Oa 193] from Prcwep to Marun F R P Dep e &t 195
Nov. 1831 No 21 N\AT
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he snvited the nrative Princes of Ajmer to attend a Darbar for
a personal discussion over the problim of Jaw and order *

Fhe Apner Darbar (1832)

Bentinch reached Ajmer on Jan 18 1832 The natwe
chiefs who assembled i Ajymer to meet Bentinch were Nawab
Amir Khan of Tonk Maharana Jawan Singh of Mewar, Maha
ra] Jar Singh of Japur Maharao Ram Singh of Kota Maha-
raja Kalyan Singh of Kishangarh and Maharao Ram Singh of
Bundi  As the terrtories of Bikaner and Jaisalmer were quitc
far from Ajmer ther rulmg chiefs were not nvited * Buwt
however, both the principalities had sent their vakils to repre-
sent tham The Regent of Siroln Rao Shiva Singh was also not
vited,™ though he was represented by his vakil™ Maharaja
Man Sinch of Jodhpur could not do so duc to the unrest among
tus troops at that time ™

On this occaston the rulers requested the Briish Govern
ment to help them agamnst the undesirable activities of the rob
bers and the neichbouring chicfs  The Maharaja of Japur re
quested the Brinsh Government to help the State by way of
mlitary aid to suppress the robbenies 11 the Shekhawate tract
winch were creating a lot of difficulties for the merchants and
travellers®™  The Maharana of Mewar also demanded nultary

197 Yewer dt 15tk Dec 1831 from Panep to Marnn 1 £
I Depe de 2nd April 1832 Ne 15 NAT

19 Iruer | Bulhie  Fhe Miuan Momors of 11 (ol
James Shaner, Vol 11 p 218 Quoted by 11D Sudt Apner Histo
vical and Deseriptive, p 209

199 Rhaen dt % Jamy 1832 from Governor Genenil to he
;\\[’{lll.‘lr'lp of Bikwer 1 & P Depit dt 2nd Apnl 1832 No 2

200 Alirtr from Rio Shna Singh of Siroht to Governor
Generil T & P Deptt de 9th July 1832 No 38 NN

201 Khann from Rto Shina Singh of Sivoht to  Gowvernor
General ap o, DAL

202 Rhanty friom Mibarayn Man Singh of Jodhpur to Ben
tnek recencd on 16th Apnl 1 & I Deptt i 7th My 1832 No
32 NAT

208 Request of Jupur Stae de Nd [ & P Deptt de O
July 1832 No 5 NAI
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help to mamntamr peace in Mewar Hill tract®* But the Gover
nor General did not accede with the rulers” demand as it could
not be made available to deal with the internal affairs of the
State >

The Bihaner yakil complained about the incursions nto
the State terntory by the Shekhawats of Jaipur and Jodhpur
and by the subjects of Jaisalmer®* He even held that the Ma
harawal of Jaisalmer was responsible for nstigating his people
to create unrest i the terntory of Bihaner and therefore rc
quested the Governor General to use his influence on the Maha-
raval to refrain from his evil pursuit”

The Jaisalmer vakil complamned about the plundening rards
allegedly orgamsed bv the Maharaja of Bihaner and requested
the Governor General to takc adequate steps to stop them He
accused the Maharaja of Bihaner having a personal grudge
aganst the Maharawal of Jamalmer® Sumilarly the Swoh
vakil complamed that Udaipur and Jodhpur had instizated the
Bhils and Minas of Siroh to join agamnst the State®® The vakil
therefore requested the Governor-General to  take necessary
measures to ston such unlawful activties ™

Benunck after receving complaints reached to the conclu
sion that “Brtish Government had been able to extermunate
the orgamsed predatory hordes of the Pindans i Rajputana,
the border feuds and plundermgs on perhaps, as numerous and
expensive as ever an this region ™

201 Request of the Mahirant to Governor General (Mo 2)
de 7th Fuh 1832 F & P Deptt dt 3rd Dec 183° No 26 Nt

205  Request of Japur State dt Nl op et NAL

206 Statement of the aggressions of Jodhpur and Japur sub
jects on Bikaner F & P Deptt dt 9th July 1832 No 6 NAI

207  Statement of disputes between Bikaner and Jawalmer
F AP Depte dr 9th Julv 1832 No 6 \AT
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211  DBenuncks minute dr 30th March 1832 F X P Depu,
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Brinsh interfercnce m Jodhpur and Jodhpnr s attitude

In spite of the decision arnived at Aymer n 1832, Maharaga
of Jodhpur belicved not 1o apprehend the thugs or to assist 1n se
curing them  In Junc 1833 thercfore the GG addressed the
Maharaja 2 letter  couched 1n terms of muld temonstrance and
warnng b of the Iinc of conduct bemg pursued by him
No reply 1o this commumication was receaved for one year  The
absence of a speedy and satisfactory answer was taken to mean
that the Maharajy had no desire 10 possess the good opmion
of the Supreme Government  * The Brtish Government feared
that the Maharayrs conduct of followed by other Chiefs was
bound to adverscly aflect the political system of Indim ™ On ac
count of all this the Brtsh required Maharajz Jodhpur to pay
compensation for the apgressions on neighbourng States and for
the robbury commutted by her subjcets i the house of Dr Mot
tlly  The Brush Goverament was prepared to back her de
mands by force  Accordingly orders were wssued 1 August
1834 for the assemblage of a forcc under Brmd  Stevenson
and n case Mahary)r Man Sinth offered ressstance he was to
be deposed and Dhonkal Singh was to succeed  The adds
tiom! demands were also placed by the British Government ac
cording to which the Maharaja was to be required to defray Al
the armament expenses and was to pay for the support of the
body of 1000 horsc in heu of a contingent of 1500 horse
which he was reawrcd to furmish when ashed by the stipula
tion of the 8th article of the trcaty

Maharajn Man Singh deputed a vakil and sent a nussion
1o Agmer in 1834 under Ancop Ram Vyas but with no results
Ulumately the nussion had to submut to all the Bnush de
mands™ and the Maharaja expressed  regret at the unuswal de
T Lewer du 150 Ny 1831 e Ty b s
Ahes op et

2% lewer dl 15th May 1831 from Trevdym (o Myjor
Alves ¢p

211 Tetter dt 220l g 1831 Dhom WH Mun gleen to
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1av 1n rephy to his letter and beg to forgne his past conduct
But the Goverror General 1n Courcil was stll not fully sats
fied Major Ales was therefore directed to sequestrate the
Jodhpur s share of Sambhur Salt works ull the State s fulfilmert
of all the conditions® The Maharap re<isted but without suc
cess In 1835 Trevehan visited Jodhpur and dunng his visit
the Maharaja asreed to pay Rs one Iakh and 15 thousand annually
and assured Trevelvan his full co-operation regarding the arrest
of thugs

Briush use of force in Jodhpur

About this ime Maharaja Man Sinch was under the great
wmfluence of Naths and the Britsh Cewernment was determined
to tut an end of Naths wfluetce wut only because they had
caused a lot of mal admmistration and persccuted a large por
tion of the nobilitv but also because thev had attempted to drag
Jodhpur into a leasue with forern nowers™ It was rumoured
that Russia and Persia were contemplating a jomnt attack on
Indm and 1t was beliesed by the Bntish that findme 1t an oppor
tune moment a learue of Indian Princes with Man Swngh at its
head had been formed These were the reasons which prompt
ed the Brush to end the Naths' Supremacy m Jodhpur =

Accordinelv a heht detachment under Bried  Rich  cros-
sed the Jodhpur border on 2nd August 1839  Ulumatels Maha
ram Man Sineh had to accent all the Brush demands ard
vacate the fort on 27th Sept 1839

216 \aharaja Man Singh to Goverrr General F K P ('t
2nd Dec 1831 No 28 PC. N\l

217 Letter dt "nd Dec 1831 from Macnaghten to Ales, F &
P di Ith Feb 1835 No 35 PC NAT

218 Letter dt 23rd Oct, 183 from Alics 1o Managhten F
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219 Lemter dt 20th \pnl 1839 from ] Sulerland to W1
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2°0  Letter dt 10th June 18°% from ] Sutterland 10 TH
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Simlar . 15 also & ble i Jaipur In
1834, the Brtish authorities at Delhi reported numerous cases
of murder and plunder commiticd by the inhabrtants of Jaipur
The AGG 0 Ray on b g any resp from
the States, ded the direct { 1 Shehhawatt
for the restoration of peace law and order™ Accordmgly a
Drath force under May  Alves marched into  Jaspur Shekha
watt  The conditions remained normal till the appeararce of a
band of Shchhawatr plunderers hecaded by Dungar Singh alias
Doongn®®  Being dissatisfied with the proviston made for thewr
support, they had recourse to plundering  They had been sen-
tenced to transportation for fe by a court of vakils m Qct,
1845, and s cre put i Agra Jail, from where they were rescued
and subscquently looted Nasirabad pay office  The Briuish
authoriies were rcensed at this daning wnroad 1nto Brtish ter-
ntory and requested the natne States to co-operate in the set
zure of these freckooters  Later on Doongn was caplured by
the Jodhpur troops and was banded over to the Jodhpur Gov
ernment where he remamned under confinement bl s death

Policy of Lord Dalhousie and the Princes of Rajasthan

In the Jong pursut of the policy of involvement, non inter-
ference and ¢ ¢, Lord Dalh "s policy of

marks a new stage 1n the hitory of the relatrons of British and
Indian States His policy of anncxation had created suspicion
among the Tndian Princes with regard to the British abjectives ™
For mstance on 10th July, 1852, when Maharaja Nar Singh Pal
of Karauli died, the Governor-General proposed the merger of
the State with the Britsh Dommion  But the Court of Direc-

—_—

221 Letier dt 23rd Aug 1839 from ] Sutherland to Vad
dock F & P dt Nov 1839 No 13 SC NA

222 Lewer de 25th Apnl 1831 from Alex Spiers Ofiz AGG
fo WH Macmaghten Secy GOT § & P Depit dv 12th June
1831 No 116 PG NAT

223 Grihard Commusioner of Kanpur wrote to the Lt Gos
ernor Colvin an Felr 1857 that the people of Rajasthan were great
Iy agtated over the Bntish policy of annexatton of the States haye
JW 4 Ihstory of Sepoy War wn Inda, Part I, p 481
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Bntish was too much for the taste of the Thakurs  Thev re
goarded the new tits as an excesswe comphance 1o Brtsh aw
thontks This 15 why when the mutiny broke out hich mund
ed nobls took the side of th» mutineers to express thewr anger
and alarm towards Britsh control.

The citzens of Rajasthan were also alne to these chances
m a hmited sense  The popular support 1 Bharatpur to Dur
jansal agamst British Power 1n 1825 and the widespread dis
turbance m Jaipur on the occasion of the arsival of Political
Azent and subsequently the murder of Enchsh Officer duning
Maharaja Ram Sinch s reien were open expressions of resent
ment acawmst the offensive interlerence of the British

These feelings of tle princes thesr vassals and the people
/borc the seed of awakening 1n Rajasthan



CHAPTER Il
NMUTINY AND RAJASTH AN—1827

Thus the chaotic conditions n Rajasthan m th~ beemning
of the 19th centun conmstruned the Rajput States to s~k or
accept Brush protection Almost all States entered mto the
treaties of subordmate alliance with the East Inda Co  But
despite treaties they quarrelled 1ncessantly over petty affawrs such
as the obwenance of ceremomes privikees, etc The protec
tion the Rajputs recened from the Company did not, 1 any
apprecble moanner brine about mternal harmomy and exter
nal peace Strancely enoush, protection onls whetted their ap-
peute {or dicorder and the Company vas hard put to muntam
a semblance of peace and tranquibhity

Adnunustratne and Aihitary Control of Britamn in Rajasthan on
tle eve of the Munmy

Whea Rajpsthan was facinn mternal differerces botween
de ruirs ard therr Chifs the admum tratne and mltary ¢
trol of the Brtish was n quite <atisfactors  Rajasthon was,
nommalh under the charee of Lt. Governor of North West pro-
sicce while the respoa thilits of mamtarune peace and order
was of th AGG 1 Rapcthan At th~ ume of the revolt
Grore~ St Patnt & Laurance was the AGG 11 Rapsthan and
vas assisted an his work by th~ Poltical Arerts posted 11 th~
Vamdas rnporiant States, Capamn C. L. Stowers was potted
at Ldacur Captun Wilham Eden at Jupur Cartain Monck
Mawn at Jodhrur Major Burton at hota and Major Nixon at

1 Atwd on Fa ement Tre s gnl Semad Vol 1
4%
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Bharatpur  There were four my it nulitary  stat § “'

sirabad and Neemuch, Deolt and Ay ¢ R\]Jsllnn \v‘u. e
commencement of the Muty, held by the Bn\sh ltoups A
Nasirabad were stationed No 6 Natve Horse Field Battery, the
15th and 30tk Bengil Native Infantry, and thé Ist, Bonibny
Cavalry (Lancers) At Neemuch the dth troup. Jst ’Drm,\dc
Hengal Natve Horse  Arnllery, a wing of lhc 15t Bengal
Cavalry, the 72nd Benga!l Infantry and 7th Infantry Gwa-
hor Contingent At Deolt the hota contingent, at Beawar the
Mhurwara Battalion at Crinpura the Jodhpur Legion, at Kher-
wara the Mewar Bhal Corps and traops of the 1st Bengal Cava-
Iry were stationed  Ajmer Magazine was garrsoned by a com
pny of the 15th Bengal Native Infantry and a company of the
Mharrwara Local Butalion posted m the aity for duty at the
gues  The cscort of Jaipur Political Agent consisted of a com
pany of the 30th Bengil Native Infantry under an European
Otticer of the Pohtieal Agent  Hiraatee of detachment of the
Kota contingent, of the Political Agent at Jodlipur of a detach-
ment of the Jodhpur Legion, of the Politial Agent, Mewar of
a detachment of the Mewar Blnl Corps when absent from Neem-
uch At the time of mutiny there was not a single European
soldier i Rajasthan' and this embarrassed Ihc Brtsh posttion
when the mutiny broke out 1n Rajsthan, 7 /g

Lirst Intelligence of the Meerut and Delli oul krmkx.,l’rcmu-
tionary measures taken by A GG in Rala:thm F2 Yo,

The mformation regarding: the  out- hrc’\k at Mu;ru!\:md
Delhy reached to Gen  Lawpance, AGG, Rupsﬂ\an, on1D e,
May. 1857, when he was at his summenrefreat at Abu \He .
medately warned the concerndd \uulhonhcs suggesting précat-
tionary measures On 21st May, 'lMJ\!hc AQGG made a re.
quisttion. of the Brigade at Decsa, lhc " hearest place  where
Turopein troops were stationed, K etached with all expedi-

T Teier No 7RI\ of 1858 No ITTN‘M&?#}]\ July 1858

from AGG an Rapstimn 1o the Safndd, Depte
Nov SLGINT 1C gopd nqwm&fag{—? %

% Report <ent ‘ly AT to (e Rcrrﬂ\ry\ v)y T
Depte No 317 1 € 30\ 1L: Decembgglfss N ¢ A%
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Ly to Ao .mehed Smultamzonsh ik AGG wrped the
Bmbay Gwerrmant 1y s22d pp all availabe Ewronezn roops
raiurnz from Persa vz Guarat and Rajputama to A
O 23rd NMav 1857 a prockmatiag® was assu~d b the AGG
11 Rzpzetan to all the Chazfs m Rejpatam callog ea them “io
Fresene peace withia ther borders to mteroept rehel oo
tnes and to collxat ther follwers o1 therr {rontiers

Ac ve Cooperanon ot tke Namne Ru'ers 1~ & ths Brinsh

Ia resoonse to the AGG s Prockimator the natne nuiens
exte~ded the mot fnandh assurences and offers of ad  The
Rao of Siroby expressing a hope that the ostbreal at Dal wall he
oo pat down ofered every <o of acudanse that mey b
his power to gne With the bearts cor<ent of the Makarzp of
Jaipar Caprun Eden, thr Poliical Agpent marched with 50
troops of the Jarpur Statz towards the Mathura 20d Gurpzoa
Distncts 10 mawmtam order and 10 25ust 13 the re-cctablickment
of the cmil Governmeat” The Makarmp of Alwar ako <ot
2 foree of about 2500 mea to co-cperate with Captam Nixon
tbwch the Alwar forces could not prove ven wseful The
Maha2iz of Jodheur alo reenoaded to the call and rheed
0% Horse and Foot and 6 gias at the dipos) of AGG®
Mzharara Serup Sinch of Mewar <upportad the Baad cue
and 1cued 2 rugea” i June 1857, 1o the Chiefs of Diroo

I Leter Noo £33 of the 2t Mav 15,7 endowed wrdh I or
No T daed 20 Uav 1657 from the AGG 1 Repilantads

;\:n‘ (i(‘)ll_ 7 AP Depr. Nou 314647 FC dr ~d 31y Decemler

5 Lever No 435 of the Slg \ay 18,7 from AGG in Ray
'3 10 Sl GOLL op ar \Af
. € AGG s pocama s0m 10 Ce Sut~. Leter No §72 di o8
TP Mav 1857 adleeied 10 the Secv. GOI. F & p. N4l

7 Druach 1o the Searr Com~ster of tte Coars of D rer
10% No F1 daed 24, December 1850 F & P, N\Ar

¥ AGGs Rewt F & P Deprta Now SI047 2 ~d U
Decemher 19,8 \41

7 AGG s Pepamt of el NAL

ar N1 etz P fr=ry Pecoods Al 139 Noo $TRF0
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Bewal Bangri Sevalur Denotr Surwanger and Ulthany of the
Neemeh Dotret to ass t the Dratish interests The Maharany
placed Lt most trustworthy troops at Captun ¢ T Showers
(The Tohuc | Agent at Mewary dipost] whith was headed by
one of lus fuehe © md trusted Chidfs Bkt Singh the Rao ¢
Bedlr  Larber orders under Rhs Rugge wore at the sime
time sssued en 27U My 1857 clling upon all his royal chiefs
and distriet officers to afford every md i Brtsh operations
and obey Showers orders as his own  In October 1857 the
Maharana ssued o Pivana to Bhomue Chiefs of  Ognha
Panarva Jawas Madrr Jhalod and Cham in the hally district
of Mowar directing them 1o adopt cffccive mewsures for the
safety of the Bratish party at Rharwary and Kotra and sec that
no diturbnces tike phce i the hally tracts
Mty at Nastral ad

The first out break winch took pie in Rajasthan was at Na
siribad  commencud at 4 pn on 28th May 1857 by the Infantry
and Artillery seing, the guns The removal of the Compimes
became the mun ciuse of distrust— Mysterious reports were air
wulted of bone dust boing, mxed up with atta sold in the
bazar and of cirtridges beng composed of objectionable ma
tenals On 27th My troops heard of an T uropean foree
comung to Nwsrabad from Deesa Thas rumour set the spark
and next « 1y the situabion was ortical * The first Regiment
Bombuy 1ancers did not co operate with the  mutincers and
obeyed the orders to charge the guns ' However the Tiht
Compiny the Grinsdicr Company and the Tlank Compinies
all refused to fire on the mutincers *  [he chirge beng with
out effect Bracsdier Mecan retired wath all the Turopeans under
cover of the Tancers 10 Beawar where Col Penny command
N"" WL Ry tana Rewlency Reeerls Aprl 1800 Nes 87000

Al

12 Rejors of the AGG in Rijntan to tle Smmry G()I
1K1 Deptt Nov SHCAT 1O dued 7t Tuly 1878

19 Neidd ard £l e Mutimer in Ragfutana p 21

11 A€ Garcport T ¢ 1 Deprt Nov 311017 1O dued
27th July 1878 NA

15 lichard of ct p 42
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g thet Co-ps. dixd o~ 2 read protebh cur to exoremzt
2nd extzuston. The o Briash Ofcers were ballzd 20d two
woonded (Captam Spormswoods 2nd Covpet Newberns, Liled,
and Czpizin Hardy apd Lo Locke, woxndad)  Thag Nassebed
went 10 the kands of the rebels  Af'or dectroyisg the cecton
mezts the mauosers, en the pzxt dav tock the road 10 Delhu

P v o ke riorees by Moy Troops

Lt Waler Asst Commusarar of Aymer, 2-compemed
oLt Heatbce s Ay Qaaries \e<ernGezl and Enem
H~ad " h Nzove Infactn with 100 of thz “Marwas wroops
poreuzd the mulmzers byt with no <ucress as the ‘troeps o
Newzr 2nd Marwar alowed the Nanrzbed moumrers o pass
tronlzesd troush thar temron Jt was cuepegned ihat thn
ka2d empathy wih the rehets”

Mim oa Neer ik

Thz <econd out breal toh place 2t Neemach ea Id Juoe,
1857 whih as about 150 mules <o,.h of Nacrzbed Oz 2nd
Juaz, Colranl Abhent admamicered to the Szposs 2a cath of 2}
leowace molwer them swear on the hd} ho-2n 20d of the
Ganees water and bhe himeelf weve on the BN exprocarg hus
condenze 1 the fanhful m'estivas of the <epovs Bot on 3rd
June wRen aeforranon remrdimt the svems of Nowrzted reache
ed 2t Neemazh. ther rees Lntw no bounds O the mucke ("

T June 2t 1] oo two guns wers Sred Bhothe Andsn
Tre Cavalny 1mmizdneeh currolnded the e by b Frlcts
2nd <ot fre 10 the cazonmemts. The m.tmesws <ot 1t th 27l
the burmalws alwr weh the Bnmde Mzpes baae At
4 2arLa N2l and 4 Senove, drosced, bBut widas thes ‘Panta-
Iom @me 10 Col Lawrance’s Brose Ths presd gmedd ddd
2 e on the mnnsers and fatzv en poad the reved fomoe

17 Repor of e AGG 3 Raz “un w0 ¢~ So. GOLL
FAEP Dyiiop o NAL

T Der 109 of Bl Pl Soov T Compaes Mewar
T 1Co,vte’ €€ nnf'r D Perle Comrmanter ewas T 1
Cope F AP Deprin No FIF2 Somer Cons V2 om ez od 3l ] °
187 Nl
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Tt 15 sad that two ldies were kifled and that children were
seized by therr legs and thrown into the burning flames®  The
British fugiives from Neemuch about 40 men women and chuld
ren, reached Dungars being pursucd by the rebels and were be-
sieged there  Therr fate was doomed, of the Udatpur (Mewar)
troops had rot reached there in time  On Sth June mutincers
left for Delr via Agra having previously released the prisoners
mn the jail and scized Rupees five thousand from the mulstary
chest and Rupees 126900 from the Civit Treasury  But the
Sadar Bazar though a most wealthy and central place, was left
untouched and was neither plundered nor burnt”

Hosputality shown by the Muaharana of Udaipur towards the
Briush fugives

The Luropeans who escaned the mutineers and cntered
Udaipur were most hospitably entertained by the Maharana ™
Maharana kept the Furopean refugees at Jagmandir Palace in
Pichola lake and appointed Pradhan Gokal Chand Mchta to Jook
alter their requirements and safety® Captain Annesley report
ed to Cantam C L Showers Political Agent that the ‘Maha
rana paid us a very handsome comphment by coming here n
person yesterday to ascertain that we were provided with every
comfort  He asked to sce the children and to each he gave
with his own hand two gold mohars Tn the evening they were
taken over to the queen, where the Maharana again sent for
cach and gave two gold mohars i his own name and two m
that of the Rani  In fact nothing could exceed his civility and
kindness® The protection gencrously extended to the Brtish

18 Depostion of hodra Tleel Scpov op at NAI

19 VGG s Report to the Seey GOT of at NAT

20 Tatlbgence Rejort swnt by Captun John D Trooke Com
mander Mewar Thil Corps to the Tt Cosernor North West Frov
nis F R P Depit Noy 8189 Secret Consultatin dated $hst Juls
1857 NAI

21 Id

22 kv Raji Shymmaldass  Ter binol p 19(f

23 Ietter No 135 of 1828 dated 2nd Felruary 1858 from
AGG 1n Ragasthan to the Secy GOT T & P Deptr Nos 1632
51 FC Supp dated 30th December 18,0 NATY



51 The Political Motements and Augkemng in Rajasthan

refugees by the Maharana was achnowledged by the ‘special
thanks® of the Governor-General ™

Carrronrient of Deolt destroyed

De:oli cantonment, 1n the absence of Kota contingent, was
plundered and bumt by Neemuch rebels® No Boush Ines
were lost as the cantonment was already evacuated earher
The Briush personnel were sent to the isolated and hazardous
neichbouring Mewar town of Jahazpur where they remawmed
concealed ull the arrnal of Caotain Showers The Subedar
Rugher Singh of the Kota Conungent and 60 out of his 120
men though forced to accompany the rebels, made good their
escape a few days afterwards and returned to Deoli™

Thre suuanon of the nearby places

Tie situaton of Malwa had become crnitical due to the
mutineers at Indore and Mhow which once agam threatened
the neace at Neemuch At this time 1in July, there were nme
Enclisn officers present at Neemuch The only relabls force
there was the Mewar troops which consisted of 450 Horses and
1600 Infantry At this juncture the Chief of Salumber warmned
the Maharana not to help the English. Captamn Showers also
ricenved a report from Captain Brookes of Mewar Bhil Corps
at Kherwara that Salumber was insticating an attack on his
rart of Kherwara and the state of affairs was critical =

Jad out-break at Aymer

In the meanume on 9th August, an out break took place

21 AGG s letter No 781\ of 1858 (N\a 1174) 10 the S0,
GOIL.F & P Deptr, Nos. 31463147, FC. dated 315t December,
1858 N\l

25 Report of the AGG 1n Rajauban to Gen Edmonsone
Seav, GOT F R P Deptt. Nos 311647, FC dated 31st December,
1% NAT
Report of the AG G in Rajputlan op at, \\]

C 1. Showens 4 Misung Clapter of Indian \lutiny
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1 the Ajymer Jail and about 50 prisoncrs broke loose™ though
the oty remamcd quiet  The cvil mounted police (a portion
of the same body which at Neemuch had jomned the mutineers)
merctlessly cut down the run-aways  The Mohammedans of the
city also joined hands with the British Government ®

Disturbances at Naswrabad again

On 12tk June, 1857, the first detachment of European
Troops from Deesa arnved at Nasirabad and on 10th July
AGG n Rajasthan despatched them to Neemuch® Their
presence was being urgently required as the occupation of the
station for a long time by the Raj rregular troops was having
an unwholesome cffect on the latter  The discontent agam ap-
peared among the 12th Bombay N1 men,"™ but they were pro-
mptly disarmed  On 10th August a trooper of the 1st Bombay
Cavalry attempted to create disturbance and try to induce his
comrades to mutiny® The trooper was cut down, five of the
nng leaders of the 12th NY were hanged, twenty-five of the
disarmed men deserted and ‘all the Hindustanecs were dis-
charged” by the orders of the AGG i Rajasthan™

Dusturbances at Neemuch agamn

At Neemuch on 12th August, 1857, Colonel Jackson of the
2nd Cavalry, commanding the station called out the Europeans
having received a relable mformation of an intended mutiny of
the native troops in which a general massacre of the European

28  Report of the AGG m Rajasthan, 1 2 P Deptt op at,
NAI

20 Ibid

30 The troops strength was 100 men H A 's 83 Regt 200 men
12th Bombay NT 1, Squadron Bombay, Cavalry 2 Guns from Ajmer
Maghaine

31 Report of the AGG in Ragasthan op at, F & P Deptt
NAI
32 Nclleson  Fhistory of the Indian Sfutiny Vof IV, p 36T
33 Tetter No 781A of 1858, No 117A, T & P Deptr, Nos
311617, TC dated 31st December, 1858, NAI
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ofhwers was contemplated *  As expecied the forces mutiuec
and m tha confusion onz European soldrer of the 83rd was kil
¢d and o wounded besides one of the officers of the Cava-
Iy, Lt Blar, was wounded by one of the Europeans with the
tavonzt = The Ofhcer Commandmng of the 83rd detachment com-
plamed that his men were marched out of the Barrachs with-
out lus hnowledge where Col. Jackson, on the other hand, de-
clred that emergency did not admit of delav 1o call the offi
cer of the detachment In fact, this all was due to the differ-
ences among the mbtary authonues at such a cntical time™
The Poliical Agent at Mewar had suggested that to avord
the fear of mutm 10 future the Briush Government should re-
conuder of ‘sending more of these Bombay troops to Neemuch ™™
The<e disturbances were, howeser, also suppressed with the help
of Ldapur troops™

Conduct of Rao Bawal

In this context the conduct of Rao of Bawal (Neemuch)
1 also verv remarkable regarding the affairs of Jawad On 4th
June 1858 Ny Burton, Offg Supdt Neemuch met with the
Rao of Bawal He himself had narrated the whole story of his
meeting with the Rao of Bawal in a Ietter addressed to Captamn
J B Denmis Supdt at Neemuch, ¢ On mv arrival at Bawal, T
recollzet being hept warting an unnecessanhy kength of tims, be-
fore the Rao made his appearance, whan he did so, was attend-
ed by <everal men armed with Lighted matchlocks his conser-
<atien and manner at the tme struck me as being far from
friendh, for nstance, T remember hus observing 11 2 careless
and unconcerned tone, ‘I hear Captam Loyd that most of the

1 Letter dated 13 tugust 1857 from Capramn C. L. Shmers,
07z lol Agent \ewar o tle S GO F R P Depit, No
M Secret Consul atson dated *0th Qanher 1857 AL

37 Letwer dated 1%th  Augue 1857 from Captan G Lo
S ot en Offic Pol Agent Mewar 1o the Sra, GO1 op et N\l

36 Report of tle AGG tn Rajasthan 1o tle Y. GO
op at NAL

17 Leter dated 1S H o Auzua 1837 from Captan C. Lo
Samen, OFz Pol Arent Mewar op ar NAL

82 Mclioon  Hotory of Indizn Muuny Vol 11 p 37
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Luropeans have been murdured by the mutineers who are scour
ing the country 1 search of others—therefore trust you will Rot
prolong your «tay here as | am unable to protect, or assst
sou' " Though the sccond disturbance was suppressed  at
Neemuel: the Mandasore rebels were collecting the troops to
stake an mvasion of Neemuch after the Mohurrum® The $hah
7ad1 of Mandasore who was scated on the Mandasore gaddi
with no oppostion was coflecting a large number of Mewatis
a numbcer of guns and huee money from the bankers to move
on Neemuch to extirpate the ‘fringhees  The second distur-
bance at Neemuch was scvercly suppressed by the Dutish
Three men of the 2nd Bombay Cavalry who had been convict-
ed of mutiny before a court martinl were hanged on 11th Sept.
1857 * when all the troops of the parrson paraded under arms
to witness the cruelty of the Drtishers

Mandasor Rebels marcl towards Neemich

On 8th Nov, 1857 the rebel force proceeded to attack
Nesmuch*  After keeping the rebels i cnpagement for an
hour the Bntish Oflicers had to retreat, otherwrse it was quite
possible that all the forees mught have been cut nto picces® A

9 ey o 115 of 1878 duad 120 Apnib 18 & from T
M Burton to Ciptan [ B Domnys Sepdt Neemuds She ¥y
atlein Stae Arcliives Tk iner

10 Inndhgence report comeyad by the Pol - Agent Aewar
aade his Jerer doed 28th August 1857 No 516 Scaa Comalration
P& 1P Deprt daed "0 Ocroler 1857 NAL

41 Intercpted  Corrapondence  coned by Capean € I
Showers 4t Neemuch dated 2kt Augose 1857 T S P Depee No 515
Searer Copsultnen dated 30t October 1837 DAL

42 Lewcr No 1956 dated 1th Scptember 1857 from Cip
O 1 Showers Offg Political Apent o Mewar to AGG o1 Ry
awtba B & P, Mo 496 S dated $0th Octeber 1837 NAL

4% 1 & 1 Deptt "0 Ocober 1857 No 513 € NAI

41 Lagter Do 26 of 1857 dited $ih November 1837 from
Captas € 1 Showers Politil Agent at AMewar tn General Taur
wmie AGG m Rapnthin 1 & P Depu Nov 267270 seerct
Conlion daed 2b Jinuary 1858 NAT

4% Tatier No 282A of 1857 dated 12l Novemler 1857 from
General Tiwraee A G oan Raplan to Ciptan € f shnwcnl
Offg Poliicrl Apent, Mewar T & P Depu nos 261271 SC daed
20di Januy, 1858 NAT
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Parwana was also issued by the Mandasor Shahzada to s
forces encaced 1 the siege of the Neemuch fort urgmg them
“make the enemy to deal with a serpent—hill the enemy when
1t 15 within vour power to do 50 You are all wise, do as vou
mav think proper "

Stege of Neemuch raised

The siege lasted 15 davs and was raised by a summons from
Mandasor reaching the bestegers, consequent on the advance of
the Central Indi2 Field Force from Mhow, two Bntish Ofhcers
hilled and few wounded 7

Jodhpur Legion Company mutiried at Abu

On the morming of the 2Ist August the detachment of the
Jodhpur Lemon at Mount Abu  ‘the sanatorium for Europzans
from Deesa ® mutinred and being joned from Anadra, at the foot
of the mll by a noruion of a comoany latel returned from Nasira-
bad simultancoush attacked the European Barracks and the
house of Commardant Captam Hall Mr A Lawrance of Ben.
gal Cnal Service, the son of Gen Lawrance, AGG m Rajas-
than, was severely wounded® The mutineers took away with
them the treasure and sihver The situation would have much
worsened had the mist not drawn over the hil.  The muuncers
then marched towards Ennpura where they were Joined by the
Infantry, Artillery and Cavalry  The station was bumnt and the
mutineers marched towards Ajmer
Mutineers and thewr activiies at Awa®

In August 1857, the mutinous feelings spread far and wide

46 Parwana jsued by the Shalrada \andasor, 1o the Com
mander inCluef of the Mawans forces F & P Deptt, Nos. 115116,
SC. dated 20th Januan 18,2 N3y

47 Report of e VGG 1n Rajasthan 1o the Sco. GOL,
F U Nou SI63147 FC dated Shit December 16,2 N\ AL
12 AGG s Report 1o Scav. GO, op ar NAL

¢ Tle Pnnapsl place in the etate as the wllaze of tle 1ame
mme wtuated 1n 24° 377 North and 73° 39 Fast 5 mul~s Southeast
of Awa Station on the Raputana Malwa Rulwary  Entine b Do

Tle Western Rapbutana S ates and the Bibaner 4gency, Vol T A
(1wh, p 222
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i the State On 21Ist August the Jodhpur Legion stationed at
Ennpura had mutinied and gamned the main force at Ennpura
Lt Cormolly was forced to accompany the rebels and was allow
ed to return after three days  The Bhils of the Corps also fled
away to thur homes® The Enghshmen and ther familics
whom the mutincers captured, were, however released  later
These mutincers then entered into alliance with the recalcitrant
Chief of Awa  Thakur Kushal Singh of Awa who had been for
some time unhappy with the Jodhpur Maharaja took this opport
unity of openly rebelling

Defeat of Jodhpur Troops

On 8th September, 1857, the Jodhpur Darbar Troops were
defeated M Fah by the jomt force of the mutmesss of Sodhpur
Legion and the Awa Thakur's* The Maharaga’s forces were put
to Mipht without having made any resistance and with the loss
of the guns camp and ammumtion  Commander Anar Singh
hiladar of the Jodhpur Fort and the confidental mimsster of the
Maharaja along with other Chiefs and a few personal followers
were slaun an the engagement Lt Heatheote  Deputy Assit
Quaricr Master General who was sent to the Darbar Camp by
General Lawrance AGG i Rajasthan to reconnoiter Awa
could cscape with difliculty losing all his property

AGG Proceeds with a Force aguinst Awa

Considering that the defeat of Jodhpur troops at Awa would
have an mjurious effect on the country General Lawrance,
AGG m Rapsthan assembled 2 force” at Beawar and proceed-

49 Report of the AGG m Rymthmn to the Secy GOIT
of at, NAY

0 Leter Mo 15JA daed 18th September 1857 from G
11l Tawrmee AGG i Rapsthn to 1le Seey T & I' Deptt
480 SC daed S0 Ocol er 1857 NAL
1 AGG s Report to the Seey GOT op b NAT
2 AGG s Report to the Secy GOT ofp ct, NAT
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Kushal Singh of Awa tried to negotate with the Mewar Chief
Thakur Samand Simgh™ On hatk Budi 10th, corresponding
with 12th October, 1857 the mutincers of Jodhpur Legion and
otbers moved out of Awa Samand Sinch, the Mewar Chief
and other Chiefs of Marwar who were four thousand m num
ber encamped the first day at Dudur  The Mewar Chief
marched from Awa with the ntention of ‘ raising all the Chiefs
of Marwar and Mewar  with whom and with an army to be
obtained from Delli he was to subdue the Apmer district and
then excite rebellion m Marwar and Mewar™ On 9th October,
Thakur Sheonath Singh of Asop Thakur Sheonath Singh of
Gulur, Thakur Apt Singh of Ulmawas Thakur Jodh Singh of
Bogawa (an accredited agent from Awa) Thakur Paim Singh
of Banta, Thakur Chand Singh of Beswana and Thakur Yagat
Singh of Tulgan," left for Delln to recewve aid from the Ring
On 11th October, Thakur Samand Sigh also left for Delhy and
directed Thakur Jalm Singh to act as per instructions® How-
over, i view of the activities of the Mewar and Marwar Tha
kurs and to capture Awa agamn the AGG i Rajasthan re-
quested the Briish Government to send re inforcement imme-
duately ®

Rowa of Sirolt attacked and destroyed
In January 1858, reinforcement from Bombay reached Raj-

59 Letter dated 1$th Dark half of harsk VS 1914 corres
ponding to 151h October 1837 from Rawal Ranpnt Singh of Dro
ghur to Brgd Gencral Lawrance AGG 1 Rajsthan F & P
Deptt  18th December 1857 Secret Consultation Nos 214 215 NAI

60 Letter dated 15th October 1857 from Rawat Ranpt Singh
of Droghur to AGG n Rajasthan op at, NAI

Gl intercepted  correspondence~Letter  from Simand Singh
Madio Singh and Radba hnshan [rom Awz dwed 7ih of hartik
Budi of 1911 corresponding to 9th October 1827  (name of
addressce not given) T & I Deptt Nos 214215 SC dated 18th
December 1857 NAI

G2 Intercepted  correspondence—Letter from Thakur Samand
Singh to Thakur Zalim Singh dated 9th of hartk Budi of 1911 cor
responding, to 11th October 1857 F & P Deptt Nos 214215 §5C
dated 18th December 1857 NAT

68  Tetter No 497 dated 20th October 1857 from H L An
derson Secy to Government Dombty to Seey GO1 F & P No
315 SC dated 27th November 1857 NAI
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rebels eccayed 1 the nwht of 23rd Jamury and on the next
morning th. Britsh regiment found the plice in their hands
The Awa fumtives were pursued  18th were cut down and seven
were tiken Then Sindh Horse and 1st Lancers brought back
124 pri oners of thest 2% were mutineers from the British side
and were <hot dead™  The enquiry report of Awa reveals that
it was havine a complete double hine of defence  earth work
out side and masonry muade with a strong keep on cntadel 1n
which was the Thakurs residence  Six Han guns and scven
Iron were found 1n postion about 3 tons of powder and 3000
rounds of gun ammunition were discovered  The Thakur's ve-
sidence was destroyed with the powder captured at Awa  How
ever the strength of the “Awa forces at the commence of the
sicge was believed to be about 20 guns of small calibre the lar
test being a 6 or 9 Powder the great throwing a ball of about
3 pounds while some were camel guns’™* The fort of Awa
was capturcd on 24th January 1858 ™ by bribing the guards who
opencd the gates of the fort™ TIn fict a large number of the
mhabitants of Awa were killed during the operations as *“scve
ral dead bothics were lymg in the strects unburied ™ The total
Joss on the British sxde 15 saxd to be ten wounded

Britsh atrocities at Awa and other places

After cantuning the fort of Awa on 24th January the B
tsh troons entered Awa to demolish not only the residence of

€6 Letter dated 20%th Janv 18,8 from Col Holmes Com
mander of e force at Awi to ing Gen Iawrince AGG 1n Ry
& ' No %19 Secret Cons dated 28th May 1858 NAI
€7  Letter No 100 of 1858 dated f'(]\ Teh 1858 from AGG
m Ry to the Secy GOT op at
68 Tetter No 1505 de 101l T ch 18”8 from the Adutant
Ceneral of the Army Bombay to tic Seaetiry to GOT Secret
Deptt Bombay 1 & P Dot No 23 FC daeed 10th September
1858 NAT
0 fetter dated 2%h Jany 1858 from DBrig General Taw
vince AGG in Rt 10 theSeey GOT I & P Degt Nos 81C
3I8 Sceret Consuttation de 28th My 1838
70 JSA Haqkat Balu No 18 p 409
71 Tetter dt 2%h Janv 1858 from Col Iolmes Comman
der of the Torces at Awa to AGG m Ry op ot NAI
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tre Thakur of Awa but to break the residences of Thakur of
Brorta Bheemaln and Lambuia were alo completely destroy
ed”™ Thus having created terror and pamc m the puble, the
force proceeded to Nasirabad

Muajor Burton reaches ar Kota

Major Burton was appomted as Political Agent at Kota
and Maharao had sent his vakil to recene hum  Accordingly,
on 15th Sertember 1857 the Kota svahil arrned at Neemuch
with carnage and guards for Major Burton, the Political Agent
and a letter from the Kota Maharao requesting him to return™
On 5th October Major Burton and two of his <ons according-
Iv started leaving his wife, daughter and three sons behind,
reaching Rota on the evenmng of the 12th mstant  On the same
evening  the Maharao fired 2 salute 11 honour of the fall of
Dedli™* The next dav Maharao pard the usual visit to the
Agent which the Agent and his sons returned the followng after-
roon  On this occasion after the public meetng, a prvate
comersation took place at which no one was present, except
the Valil Nand Kishore who was subscquently blown from a
gun by the Kota rebels® The Political Agent then urged the
Makharao to disnuss some of his pruncipal officers who were
known to be dissatisfied  Except this nothing more 1s Anown
about thexr conversation ™

Murder of Major Burrton

At noon on the 15th October two Kota Raj Pultans ca}
Ing themsehes * Naran™ and * Bhowammy” ruddenly appro-
ached and  surrounded the Resdency ™ The Ra; Guard

72 Letter dated 31 Jamv. 1839 from Col Holmes. Comman
der of the Force at iwa to Bnzd Gen GJP Lawnnee \GG
T\;\zh B R P Depri, Nos 166061 FC. dated 30 h Dec. 1859

73 AGG s Report to the Seav GOIL, op ar AL
7 AGG s hepart 1o the Seo GO op et NAI
AGG s Report to the Seav GO, op at, N\l
6 AGG s Report 1o the Sea GOL op at Nl

77 Letter from Captan McDonald on Speaal duty at Denls
<com™umeanng the intelligence of tle murder a2t hota o AGG
i Raj, AP Depi, No 57 Seaet Consultation dt 1%th Deca
1837 N1




Mutiny and Rajsthan—1857 63

(Sikhs and Byragees) appear to have been overrun by the rebel
force and to have offered no resistance  The rebels murdered
Major Burton the Political Agent his two sons together with
Mr Solder Sub Asstt Surgeon and a native Christan Doctor at
11 AM on the 15th October * The remains of the Political
Agent and his two sons were lying on the floor of the house
ull 6 AM of the 16th October  Major Burton s head was car
ried off by the rebels but the bodses were by the Maharaos
orders, anterred 10 the evening n the graveyard ™

Rebels rule Kotu for I ne months

It 15 saxd that the plan to kil Major Burton was prepared
by the hota Maharao Iimsclf that 1s why he had asked for
hus return from Neeruch™ where according to the report of
the AGG 1n Raj the Kota Maharao was forced to sign mine
articles, the principal beang that “the murder of Political Agent
was committed by his orders and to make Jardayal huis chief
officer ® A commussion of enquiry to look mto the circumsta
nces of the murder of the Political Agent and his two sons as
to the imphcation or otherwise of the Maharao and hrs ability
to save them was constituted  Although the commussion un
ammously declared  the Maharao mnocent yet he was held
responsible for the return of Major Burton to Kota® But there
are reasons to believe that commussion had accused the Maha
rao of Kota for the murder of Poltical Agent and others®
Thus 1s why the AGG  suggested a fine of Rs 15 Jakhs  But
the Maharao was exoncrated® of the charge 1t scems stmply be

78 leuer from Capt \icDonald on Speaiat duty 1t Deoli (o
ACG Ry af at NAI

79 AGC s Report to the Secy GOI op at NAI

80 Letter of Gualior Agent to GOT dr °Cth March 1Ro8
T &P Deptt No 137 SC di 28th May 1858 NAI

81l AGC s Report to the Secy GOT op at NAI

W letter To it dated Vih Nprh W fom AGSC
Ry tothe Secy GOI F & P Deptr Nos 32127 FC dated 5ih
Avguse 1859 NAT

8 F &P Dejtt No 328 SC dated 5th Avgust 1859 NAT

®)
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cance the Brish Government dd not comsrder 1t advsab®™ o
declare 0n¢ of the Jeadine princes of Rapcbkan as a2 ekl D

clarne the Mzharao 2 rebel would have necded postir~ con
«deratlz force 12 Kota to disarm the rebels 2t a timz when the
whole civ was 1 2n exated mood * It was drz to the m~flec.
e postion of the Maharao that the Ines of Poliral Aecent
and otbers could not be saved®™  In one of the fetters the Maha
rzo expressed his enef at thz occurreace his entire ignerance
of the nlot and s mabdlitnv to save thm™

Mukarao Ko a req iests for Briush kelp

Du-in~ the rule of rebels the Maharzo of Kota was more
or Iss 1mprnicored an the fort. The Maharao repeatedh e
quested the AGG 1 Ra) 1o send the Bruch troops for bis
protection as the whbole aitv Rampura (now 2 part of the
Kuta town) etc a5 i the rebels possession they have plan
dered all the ey people 2nd benlers” hoases beades which mv
erure country 1s under them and they (rebels) consums all the
revenuz and properts of the people  Indeed I hardh <o
bow I can escape with mv Ife—althoush 1 have been expect-
e th~ arrnal of a Buth force and have demanded help from
s beother chiefs 1 am excessneh gnzved to find that po cos
comes vet 10 assist me ™

Retabiry of Koa  Rebels coild not be captured

Consdenme the «ituation 1n hota the AGG 1 Rapsthan
calld for the troops from Bombay bt 1t was not tll March
I8SR that the force could be assembled at Naswabed under

—

€1 Geners oberts 4
et 5h —\u;;usxl :{F,:n\\'lo AGG. F R P Deprr. No 322 FC.
£ Letter dat~d 15tk Apnl 18,8 from AGG 1n Ra; v '~
%o GOILE K P No 32, §C. dued 5t Agsua JR,s NAT
LI 2 O Deptis No 8% SC daed 2= % Mar 15,4 NAT
f7 hlana from Malins of hoa died G4 Maret 1f
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Major General Roberts™ and was further reinforced by HM's
8th Hussars 450 Sabres and the Second Beloch Horse 400
Sabres totalling the entire strength about 5500 fighttag men™

With this huge army General Roberts attacked Kota On
29th a heavy fire of shot and shell was opened on the town
and was continued without ntermussion till the assaulting col
umns entered the ¢ity  But i spite of all this the Jargest part
of the mutincers escaned and that only one man of consequ
ence Hardyal brother of Jaidayal Vakeel was killed 1n the
town otherwise even not a single mutineer could be captured

88  Tie troops uere conusted of Artillery
A 2nd Clws siege Tran consisung of 6 18 Prs 412 Pr
48 in Mortars md 18 1n Howitzers Total 18 Pieces
2nd_ Troop Bombty Horse artillers 46 pr
3 Troop Bombuy horse arullery complete
Horse Battery (Europein) complete
Natne Foot Arullery—2 Guns
Mountun Tram of 6 guns manned by Nauve
Artillery mn
I namneers
1lth Company Royal Lngincers
A Company Fombav Sappers

Caralny
Ist Bombay Cnalry (lancers) 300
2 FPombay Camalry  (lancers) 17»
1st Sindh Horse 200
Total 73

Infantry
HM s 72nd Highlanders 500
M s 83rd Foot 700
HM s 9oth Foot 600
Total European 1300
10th Bombay N1 600
12th Bombty NT 500
13ih Bombay N1 700
1800
Total Infantry 3600

80 AGG s report to the Secy GOI op at NAI

00 Letter No 417 of 1858 (No 40) dt 1Ist Apnl 18,58 from
the AGG n Raj to the Sy GOI T & P Deptt Nos 32427
FC dt 5th August 1859 NAT
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However wih thz Brnush assault the whols ctv was plundered
and rased 'o the ground”
Twrna Tore it Rojastkon

Pernaps the narratne of the Mutineer s actinnes 1 Raws
than will remamn ncomgp'ete, of Tantr's acinaes 1 Rapdban
2re rot znal sed  After bemg defeated by Sir Cherles Nepier
m the bettle of Jaure Abpar on 22nd June 1858, Tarte Tope
wreed towards Rapsikan™ It as bebmed that the Tactn's
forces conasted of S$000 Gwazbor Rebels and 4003 Bul”
Tarta was heoeful of hav 1y axd from Jaipur and Hzreun
where ke had <ert his emcsanzs® Accodirgh, be nched to-
wards Jaipar bat General Roberts reached Jarpor before Tanin
could t2ke 2my 0Tzrene O thr o bher <dz Tamm was bme
pursted by Col Holmes ard therefore in<read of reachiar Jare
par b cnanced the direction and reacted Tom\ alanz with ¢ be-
rebed leaders, the Nawab of Banda znd Rahim Al Kkz2n”
The Navab of Toak did not extznd his co-omrratinn and <hut
hmeelf up 1 the fort, and the troops sert by the Nawabd to
enea~z Tantm jo.red the rebel<™ From Touk, Ta~'a rezch-
ed Burd: vz Indergerh ard Madhopu- bat he cosld not secure
am help from the “Maharao of Burdi 2nd turned towands
N war m the Fope that the woops of Udampur and Saluzber
will nse 2 his favoar  But here also be kad to fece disap
pontmert as th= Brichers had alreadsy talen precavtions th=e”
After 21l o1 O Aurust, 1898, Generzl Roberts could emzage
Tartiz 071 the Bank of the rver hotharn but Tarta tured s
wav  Th= rext encosm'er took place ¢ 14th Aucudt, 1852 on

the kend of rner Bamas 1a which Tante I~ 700 men and 4
furs.

M AGG s Reprt ta 0+ Sn GOLoop v NI
2 I eMzer + Franch Report p 5 NAL
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Tt e cence Branch Pepet p 0 A
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Tantia Captures Jhalarapatan and Campaign tn Central Indw

After an unsuccessful attempt to secure axd 1 Udaipur,
Tantia crossed the Chambal and reached Jhalarapatan the
Capital of Jhalawar The troops of Jhalawar jomed Tanua
and he caotured the bulk of Ray Rana’s ammunition, bullocks
horses and surrounded his palace™ Tantia demanded Rupees
twenty-five lakhs out of which Rs 5 lakhs were paid by the
Raj Rana and on the same mght Raja Rana fled to Mhow *
Then Tantia proceeded towards Indore where Holkar was
ready to joun lum However after staying for two months
Central India, and defeated by Bried Parke at Chota Udai
pur Tantia agawm returned to Rajasthan

Tantia returned to Rajasthan

On 12th December, 1858, Tantia catpured Banswara’®
But he was pushed out by Major Leim mouth®™ From Bans-
wara Tantia again entered mto Mewar to have fresh support
but was pushed by Major Rocke whose command had already
arrnved to protect Udaspur and Salumber ™

Tantut's final defeat and tral

On 13th January 1859, Prince Firozshah a rebel leader
of Central Indm, and his followers jomed Tantia’s troops at
Indergarh’® Bntishers tried to surround the rebels but Tantia
escaped and rushed towards Dausa in Jaipur  On 16th January
Brigd Showers attacked Tantia’s troops at Dausa but Tantia
could escape agan and reached Sikar on 21st January 1859**
Colonel Holmes also reached there and attacked Tantia’s forces
the same mght The rebels fled m confusion  After his de
feat at Stkar Tantia left Rao Sahib and went into the jungle

98 F &P SC 2th Sept 1859 Nos 5R57 NAI
9 T & P Cons 4th March 1859 No 471 NAT
100 Forrest op at, p 607

101 Shyamal Dass Fir Finod, p 1978

102 Shyamal Dass op at, p 1978

103 Shyamal Dass op et p 1978

10t Intellgence Branch Report p 229 NAl
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\ here he was betraved and handed over by Man Sineh a Ra
put Jagirdar of Narwar to the Bnush on 7th April 1859 and
hanged on 18th April after a short trial at Sihn *  Rao Sahib
was al o arrested 1n the hills of Punjab and hanged on 20th
August 1862 *

Having thus bnefly narrated the mutineers’ activities at vart
ous places 1n Rajasthan 1t will be 1 the fitness of things if
the role and conduct of some of natne rulers 1s discussed
The ruling princes due to therr weahknesses had become helpless
and were left with no other alternatwve except to support the Br
usn regime during the tme of muuny i order to save ther
owa Gaddis

Japir

In Jaipur there were evidences of two attitudes at work, one
that of the Maharaja and the other that of the Deewan It appears
that during tte nunornty of Maharaja Ram Sinch the Thahurs
who were Jookine after the State hnd no svmpathy with the Bri
tish  However Maharaja Ram Sinch tookh care of Captamn
Eden's wife and famuly by lodging them m his palace © when the
mutinv of the escort at the Agency occurred  Maharaja Ram
Sinch himself suegested for the change of his comage beanng on
if the stamp of Dillu supremacy ** This all shows the love of
the Maharapa towards the British

Rawal Sheo Singh and Jaipur Troops Non-cooperate with
Britishers

Rawal Sheo Sinch the then mumster of the State after his
itenview wath the Political Agent at KRotoutlh on s return
from Dcll procceded to Jmpur He was a staunch opponent
of the Brtish  This 15 also sard that Ex numister Rawal Sheo
10, Jwsla Sthai 7oyal Rajputana pp 18187

’Il)_f' kave anl Malleon Ilutory of Induan \Mutimy Vol \
1p 24758

107 AGG n Rays lcurn dated 13th Nov 16,7 and «f &h
Dece 1857 to Ser, C O, TP Depe. \AL

109 AGG s Report to Sear., GOL, poar Nl
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Singb urged the young Maharaja Ram Singh to play a double
role being at the same time friends with the Britishers as well
as with Deltn * This has abo been reported that the Jatpur
troops did not co operate with the Britishers during the critical
days of the mutiny instead they created problems for them
At one place Captain Hardcastle has remarked  That the Bri
tish Government was 1n no way satisfied with the Jaipur Gov
crnment for their not being forward i gving assistance etc
However there are reasons to believe that Jaipur troops did
not co operate wholehcartedly with the British to suppress the
mutiny

Antt Brinsh feelings among the Jaipur Darbar Officials

Rawal Sheo Singh Nawab Walayat Ali khan Muyan
Usman Khan and Saddollah Khan Fowjdar of the city had been
m Dellu duning the period of enisis but as soon as they return
ed from Delht were placed under arrest An anti British cor
respordence between Usman Khan and Saddollah Khan with
Delbt was brought to the notice of the Maharaja by the Poli
tical Agent  In the house of Usman Khan a pensioner of the
Raj 200 arms werc found ™ Thesc State prisoners were
declared gty and Walayat Ah Khan and Usman Khan were
confined 1 separate forts in the District

Alwar
H H the Maharaja of Alwar (Banie Swngh) after a long

109 AGG s Report (o the Secy GOT op at NAT

110 Report of Asstt Captan Hardcastle to Capt Lden
F & I Dcptt No 777 TC dated 30th Dec 1859 NAL In fact
there 15 a controversy between Capt Hardeastle and Capt Eden
Political Agent over the cooperation of Japur troops with the
Butsh catse  Capt Eden has vehemently opposed Capt  Hard
castles report on the role played by Japur troops nstead Capt
Eden has prased t!e Maharaji and the Japur  Letter dated 1ith
Atgusc 1857 from Cape Lden Pol Agent Japur to the AGG
Rajasthan T & P Deptt No 777 FC dt 30th Dec 1859 NAT

111 Capt Hardeawles obsersaton on Jaipur troops reported
to Capt Lden F & P Deptt No 777 TC dt 30th Dec 18,9
NAI

112 AGG s report to the Secy GOI op at NAI
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llness died 1 July 1857, and his <on and herr Sheodan Sioch.
a wouth of 13 vears, succeeded the throne on the 30th Juh.
187 A number of Delln rebels were detected 1in Alwar and
appretended by the local authonties handed over by the Alwar
guards to the Brniush Ofhcers. *

Blarutp ir

Bharatpur hine <0 near Agra which tnied 10 heep ber<elf
away from mutirous actniuies. Ot 28th Mav 1857, Maje-
Morrison took over charge of the Resdency at Bharatpur from
Captam Nixon when the latter reured to Agra  After the
mutny of the Bharatour troops at Hoodul on 3lst May, the
Bharatpur Sardars and all the officrals of the State were m 2
State of great excitement. The Bharatpur Sardars explamned to
Major Morrvon to Jeave Bharatpur ammedmteh as there was
evers fear that army—which conststed mosth of the Muselmans
ard Poorbix Szposs—wught attack thz Resdent ' Seco~dh,
the Bharatpar Sardars pointed out that the presence of the Bri-
tch officers at Bharatour was Jikelh to attract the Necrmuch
mutiizers and ene them a pretext to sack the e * At the
carler stare Vajor Mornicon dechned to reure to Agra bt
when on Sth Julv 1857, m the tattle of Shabpan), whrh was
fousht near Arra and where the Britsh forces were <hut up 1
thz Fort of Arra,* Major Momson could realie the <erous-
ress ©f the atvation and retired to Acra after handmne over
thz charee of the State to the * Dhao™, or male nurse of the younz
Rap namad Guhlb Stgh

118 Letter from Pol Agent at Jauipur to e AGG 1n Raj.
T L1 Dopti. Nos 314647 dated $1st Dec., 1E3% \ATL

1 Memo dt 194 Sepr, 1857 wnt by Capt “ixon 07z
At oile AGGLF R P Depti, N M PG 2 0
Oca 1877 N\AL

\“IIS Mema di 194 Sepr. 1857 sent b Capr Naxen op af
]HG Memo dt I%h Sept. 19,7 sent b Capt. \ion op

H7 T K I' Depr. Searet Cnowlauon, Nos 43640 daed
2oth Septa 15,7, NAL
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Bikaner

The personal interest taken by the Maharaja i suppressing
the mutmy by taking the ficld at the head of his troops and
through levies raised for the restoration of order affords a strih
ing example of the Mabaraga s loyalty towards the British Gov-
crnment  The Maharaja sent 1700 troops to occupy the Hissar
and [ 000 men and 2 guns for the reficf of Hanst * In appre
cation of the services rendered by the Maharayy of Bikaner it
was suggesed that Pamtalissa * villages of the district of His-
sar mty be presented to the Maharapt * A ‘Hukumnamah®
vs gssued by the Maharaja of Bikaner to all the Subedars Re-
sauldars Oflicers and Jamadars appealing them not to fight any
more and for an uncondittony! surrender ¥ Maharaja hmsclf
requested the AGG  1n some cises to release certatn mute
neers '™

Dholpur

Mahiray Rann Bhiewat Sineh of Dholpur also  rendered
considerable help to the Botish in consolidating their  position
n Indin  So much so (hat a force was sent to Mathura a Dhol
pur Purganali on the Karauli border where the cnists was fear
ed ™ The Brish refugees from Gwalior were on therr way
through Dholpur hospitably recaved  guarded and escorted to
Agra  But the Ranv’s army and Sardars symmathised with the
rebels  “Somc of the Cluef OMcers of the Rana jomed the
rebels  Rana™s authority was set at nought Durbar plundered
and the District was put under cxactions’ ™

118 1 priome of Tt Mitdmys report af servces rendered by
the forees of 1T the Mahirys of Bikaner T8 B Depte Nos
$59¢ Sceret Consultinon dated [8th Dec 1857 NAT

19 Ictter No 611 dated 15th Sept 1859 from RH Davs
Scey to Gost of Punpih to tle Secy GOT T R I' Noy 28900 de
29th Jw 1858 NAI

120 Hed

120 Had

122 AGG « report 1o the Scey GOT op ar NAI

123 Tetter No 9% of 1858 from Capt [P Nixon to the Sccy
GOT NWJP Allhhabad dr Sed March 1858 T' & I Deptt No
321 Secret dated 28th My 1858 NAY
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Maharay Rana surro inded and harassed by rebels

The Mahara) Rana surrounded and pressurzed by the re
bels (who even threatenad to take his own Ife), was constramn-
ed to acree to ther demands About 1000 mutineers under
Rao Ram Chandra and Hira Lal took with them most of the
Ranas guns and advanced towards Agra Later, the mutine-
ers were distanded and therr arms were captured by the Botish
force * To avord further disturbances \zharay Rana was ad
vised not to disband any more of his troops as it would onh
increase the nurber of rebels ® In fact for a considerable
persod Mahara) Rana remamed under the escort of rebels and
his authority was in abevance unul December, 1857 when at
bis own request Patala chief, related to him through marrace,
the Chief Commussioner of Punjab and NWP sent a force of
2000 Sikbs and 4 guns 10 Dtolpur to provide protection and
to restore order

Aara s

Maharapa Madan Pal of Karaull extended full suppont
to the Bntsh i mantamnmg ther rule m Indiz  As <oon
as the mutinv broke out i Mas, 1857, he despatched all
available troops towards Agra and raised as many npew Jewes
as possiblz At the <ame ume the Maharaja 1ssued a proclama-
tion to his subjects stronghh cnticrsing the anti Ray actnates of
the sepovs  He called upon his people “not onh not to o
the rebels but to Felp him m fighting for the Government ™™
Maharaja Madan Pal also came at 1be rescoe of the Kota Maha
rz20 and despatched his troops 1o his awd

Tonk

Tonk was the only State m Rapsthan with a Mohame-
dan Prince as its ruler  In re<ponse to a circular letter of 27rd
Mas, 1857 sssued to all the Chicfs of Rajasthan the Nawab

121 Letter No 9 of 18,8 (1 Srd March IR & from Ca,t
JP Nnon e el GOL NV P, Allatabad op af N

120 AGG s 1epor 1o e Sro, GOLL 0p ar NAT

126 VGG s 1rpont 10 the Seav. GOL, op ar, N
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Wazir Khan expressed iy loyalty and readiness to help the
Brtish Government although his forces had already mutinied

Nuwab 1s put to house arrest

The Tonk troops had not only mutinied agamst the Nawab
 suppart of the cause of mutiny but cven had wvited the
Neemuch mutmcers on therr routc to Agra to visit Tonk
Virtually the Nawab was put under housc arrest by his own sol
diery and was powerless to help the Briushers for all pracucal
purposes * In spitc of all this on 25th August 1857 he
formed the AGG n Ragasthan that  his rebel troops have
marched towards Delht and no European Officers might be al-
lowed 1o pass through his district being unsafe® ™ The peo
ple of Tonk were not happy with this attitude of the Nawab
and used to abuse him as * Chesstian™

Navab s atnnde mysterions

But there arc reasons to believe that Britishers were not
wholly convinced about the pro Butish attitude of the Nawab
Since the Tonk troops hid fought agamst Brtishers at Delbs
and had actively partioipated 1 the rebellion it was quite possis
ble that the Nawab nught be having sympathics with the rebels,
and this prompted the British Government to stop the monthly
allowances of Rs 12500 to the Nawab™ and to seize Nimbaher
a Tonk Purgana by the Polieal Agent of Mewar The de-
mands cxtorted from him by his mutinous soldicry and scrvants
and the loans which he had been obliged to ratse at the heavy
mierest further strengthen Britsh suspicion as to his Joyalty

Jhalawar

Like the other Chiefs of Rajputana Jhalawar also extended
active co operation m supporting the Brtssh and s suppressing

127 AGG s report to the ey GOT op at NAI

1.8 AGG s report to the Secy GOT op et NAT

120 AG(r s dater No 207 of 5th March  to Sy GO1
T & P Deptt NAT

130 AGG s rcport to the Sccy GOT op at NAI
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and Kota are an evidence to prove that the People were brutal
ly crushed down and their propeety was looted and destroyed
and the most outrageous thing was that the Brinsh army person
nel who looted nublic and private property were rewarded and
1o reward them a commitice was constituted =

The character of the out break of Mututy i Rajasthan

It now remainy for us to assess the mature of the out
break of Mutiny i Rajasthan i the context of the events and
he particpants of the great out break of 1857 At the very
outset 1t 15 evident that those who took part 1 the revolt con
stuuted a very small munority  This minonty consisted of some
argrieved Thakurs therr associates and native troops of Hindus
and Mushms The cwvil population abstamed from joming the
msurgents  Thus the lack of unmiversal support was responst
ble for not characterising it as 1 national revolt

The Thalurs of Awa Gulor Asop and Salumber etc
who headed the revolt had nothing to do with the national up
surge  They were wagmg ther own private wars with their
egelord  They had no griesances agamst the Brtush 1t
Was only a2 chance that the mutincers from Euranpura passed
through Awa on their way to Narnol They only parttcipat
ed for a day in the battle which Thakur Kushal Singh the chief
of Awa had mitated Next day when the battl. was stil go
ing on they left him with a quatnt hope that he would continue
't smele handed This further suggests that the out break was
heser pre planned It was a spontancous reaction on the part
of thoce who had suffered on account of British treachery

The actve particrpation of the Muskm officers hke Maha
bab Khan of Kota Rusaldar Abbasat: and Shahzada Firoz
Shah of Mand was a porary phasc ded by one
Mea of national jndependence  They took up the Ladership
only on an appeal from the Emperor associated with a religrous
@l They assumed the leadershin of the Afehans Makrams
and other Muslims 1 the name of their fauh and the Quran

1 1ge !—repon to the Secy GOT T & P Deptt Nos
MO 47 FC dwed Sist Dee 1858 NAL



%8 Tle Polmicel Moements and A.abemng 11 Repsthen

It can m no circumstances be classed as a natonal endeavour
to Iiberate our land

The worst part of the Mutinv 15 that the rulers of Rajas
than clung fast to therr Brtsh masters. Thes actnel help
ed the Briush officers and offered thewr services for the imper-
13} interest

Th~ <pint of nationahsm which so deeph underlned polt
tical movements and wars of liberatson 12 the west was totally
absent among the Indian masses  As a matter of fact anu Bn
tish cries raised by Munshi Jai Daval and vanous other natne
troops urging the people and the army to drve awas the Bn
tish were but 1solated acts of a few mndniduals The Prnces
observed the traditional policy of following whoever held para
mount vower 1n India  The Princes wanted to take advantace
of tte disturkarces created by the mutineers so that they conld
£t nd of the forewen control and restore old order mn which
the hereditary rulers and the Thakurs mav have full freedom to
enjov therr traditional nehts  But 1n course of time the patno
tic and nauonahst feelmes ran hich and mpell-d peopls to
<acnifice therr Ines for the countn The challence to British
authonty b Arjun Lal Sethr Vym Singh Pathih, Rao Gopel
Smeh of Kharvz and others the account of which will be nar
rated 1n the followinz pases had sts root mm the mutimy 1 a
sense that future cencration drew mstirations from the herow
fights of those who mutinied for one reason or another



CHAPTER 111

AGE O REIORMS AND SLEDS OF REAL
AWAKLNING

Queen's proclamation

The mutiny 1n India was over, but in the eyes of the states-
men of England the danger of another disturbance had not dis-
appeared completely  In order to avert such a danger it was
nghtly deemed that the Crown should take over the control
of the Indian Government  As a result the Act for the Better
Government m India, was passed on 2nd August 1858 and the
President of the Board of Control was renlaced by the Sccre-
tary of State for Indi On 1st Sentember 1858 the Court
of Dicctors “finallv handed over the admiustration to their
sovereign and the Governor General recewved the title of Vice-
roy ™

The assumption of the Government of Indin by the Sove
reign of Great Briamn was announced by Lord Cannmg at a
Darbar held at Allahabad on 1st November 1858, m the name
of Queen Victora The Queen’s proclamation confirmed the
treaties and engagements of the East-India Company with the
Indian Princes, and promused to respect the nghts, digmity and
—

1 The rule of the East India Co had been a matter of it
ter ennasm 1n England  In the House of Commons Sir George
Cornwall Lewis had ohserved I do most confidently —mantan
that no civilized Government ever evisted on the face of this earth
which was more corrupt more perfidious and more rapacious than
llhc Government of East India Company from the year 1765 to
789

Raulinson  The Brfish Government i India p 109
79
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Lonour of the natne Prirces and to pav due regard to the anci-
ert n_kts, usages and customs of Indi, disclaimed all dewrs
for the extenvion of Bnush termtontal possessions 1 Indm
torough  encroachment on those of others,” granted a general
amnesty to  all officials save and excert those who have been
and <hzll be convicted of having directhy taken part m the mur-
der of British sabjects  proclaimed a policy of juetice, benerol-
erce and rebrous toleraion and declared that all * of what
ever race or creed mav be freel and impartalh admitted to
offices 1n our senice »

Bv the proclamation the natne States mn reahits weee re-
du.ed to the position of <ubordinate entines Lord Canning
himself admitted this postien 1 regard to the relation of
the Gosernment of lIrdia vnth the States On 30th Apnl
1860 he declared despite all the sweet assurances of the Queen
about rew mtenentions n the State affairs that, * bz Gov
erment of Indm 1s not precluded, from stepping 1o 1o st
nicht <uch serous abases 1n a natne Government as may threat-
1 amv part of tte courtrv with anarchy or diturkance ror
from assurunz ansv temporary charge of 2 natne State when
there shall be suffictent reason”* This assertion of the Crosn’s
authority over the States was further classified by Lord Can
nmng 11 1862, when he sad, * The Crown of England steod for-
ward as the unquestioned ruler and Paramount power m all
I~d.2 and was for th~ first ime to face with feudatones and
that there was a realits i the <uzeramty of the sovercien of
Ingland which nover eucted before and which was eacerly
acknowlddred by the chefs™ Thus the State, “from the fore-
t'n a2nd inderendent alhes of soverein co-oreration™ were
transformed 1to rrotected feudatonies® The <urremacy of the
Crown was fnallv establched ard ackrowledeed m 1877
mwore emphatic form than 1t had ever recened before by the

[H)

Meleson  Hitomy of Inthzn M 1=y \ol \ v 20576
Pobees P Prmsh Indin p %94

Cam'ndze Hutory of Irdir Vol IV p gm0

Fanralar KM Prash Poliey Towerds  Infizn Stales
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Adge of Neforris and Seets of Real luidemny sl

assumption by Queen Vitona of the tule of Aaser e Hind
Imyress of Indi *

The Prinees and the Eroclamation

Wihteser may have been the outcome of the proclamation
ity 10 bu admutted that 1t foreshadowed the most fundamentad
chnwe of atttude  the relonship between the Brtish Gov
crnment and the Indnin Princes  Thu rejoicing, and the gran
tuwde cxpressed by the native chiefs were tantmount 0 aceept
mg the proclamation as  protector of therr Guddis and the
Brtish Government as their saviour

Demonsiration of rejorenny, at Mewar

The proclamation wis welcomed enthusiastically  through
out Indin The Natwe Prnces and the people of Rajasthin
also pariicapited an sanous celebrattons to express their grit
tude to the Queen  In Mewar 2 generat illununation and dis
phy of firt works o dinner to the Furopein troops and dis
tribution of swectmeats to the native troops toak plwce®  After
the dunner the Rao of Budly proposed the Queens health and
m o dons expressed on the pat of the Malarin the gra
tificition His Hahness felt at the event in as much 1s lie wis
thereby brousht into more mmednte allance with wnd under
the more direct protection of the Queen of Enghnd*

After the rejorang a Kharta® was sent by the Malirng
of Udmipur expressing, his gratitude towards the Brtsh Queen
Tt reads  * The announcement made in the Royalhood  that
the Queen of Enghind 1s comung to rule over us has shed light
and joy over this darkened Dind like the moon nising upon the

€ Swudey Willam  Inbear ! I Alawtraicy | 710

7 Tctter No 9.9 of 1878 (Inds No 199 (T 1878) laet 1l
Nov 1878 from Capt CT Thomus Ofy 1 htieal Agent Mewwr to
B, Cen 1t 11 Tumem OF, AGC m ka1 & I Dejre
datet Stae Dee 1878 Nes 814915 1O NAL

& Tetter No S.3 of 18 8 dued 18th Nov 1878 of at
NAlL

9 Rl de Nl from tle M b of U(lupur 1 &1
Deptt v Ylst Dec 1858 Nos 311315 1C NAl ©
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mght Impelled by the emouons which fill my breast 1 hasten
to offer my humble trbute of loyalty to your Majesty and
with the spontancous pourmng out of my joy, 1 desiwre to gne
expression to my grateful feelings for your sense of solhcitude
for your Indian subjects evinced by the act by which your
Majesty has taken us all under your smmediate protection and
has thus removed the intermediate hnk and has nveted the
chamn of affection by which my humble throne is brought near-
er and bound inscparably to your high throne’

Ceremontes held at Neemuch and Jodhpur etc

The Maharaja and mhabitants of Jodhpur Neemuch and
Pratabgarh etc also expressed therr rejocmng * on the eve of
the Queens proclamation i the ceremonies orgamsed at Nec-
much  The Political Agent read out the proclamation at a full
dress parade of the troops both in English and vernacular, and 2
royal salutc was fired at the conclusion followed by three cheers
bv the troons In Neemuch on Ist November 1858 sports
were organised to witness the occasion®  In Pratabgarh a pub
he farc was orgamsed 1 which a race of bullock carts took
place  In the evening 1n Neemuch as well as in Jodhpur Pra
tabgarh  Banswara and Swoh: the display of fire works took
place and the occasion was celcbrated by an illummnation”

Adnumstratne Reforms m the Indan States o1 the Brinsh
Indwan Pattern

When the rejoicings were over the effects of the proclama-
tion were felt m the admunstratne sphere  The Princes
ard the British administration came closer and a number of
treaties iz, Salt Agreement Railway Agreement Comnage and
Postal Agrecment Cxtradition treaties cte  were signed between
the Briish Government and the Natwe States The Brush
policy underwemt a new chanee and a policy of ‘subordinate
unon® was followed which remaned in force ull 1906  after

n Deptt dr S Dec 1878 Nad 311817 FC NAL

FAar
11 F & T Deptr et 3hy Dec 1878 Not 314315 FC NAT
12 F R P Deptt de St Dec 187 Nos $14847 B¢ NAT



Age of Reforres und Seeds of Real }m@rmn,‘: <
which 2 new policy of *trust and co-npc{:\(mn' w}s\adn’pch.(d
This mvolved 2 process of nfiltration 1nlo i "Statesmag.
Iy 1n the economic ficld without anncxing (hcxr’iet[uongs? The
lines of communication such as railways, and posfﬂhiaqqmys
could develop only on a national basis  The onc feature which
distinguished  the British negotations with the Princes during
tlus period 15 the larger atteation given to the matters of com-
mon nterest such as communkations, currencies, tariff, and
other fiscal policies, nghts and sources of irtigation extradition,
extra-terntorial Junsdiction etc™  This brought about the ad.
mintstrative and economic unity over the whole country includ-
g the States  This new policy transformed the States to an
ntegral part of Indian pohcy
The natwe States were advised by the Political Agent to
mtreduce reforms i their respective terrtories  The  natve
Princes were also adwised to take an active part an  the
day to day adnunmistration of the State * Let us examine these
changes statewise to see how 10 the internal affatrs of the States
the British mflueace crept 1

Mewar (Udaipur)

After the death of Rana Swaroop Singh on 16th Novem-
ber, 1861, the entire admimistration of Mewar had become cor-
rupted  During the munonty of Rana Shambhu Singh, a coun-
c1l was appomted by the Political Agent but it covld not work
successfully  In order to make necessary improvements, there
fore, on 19th August, 1863, a public notification was 1ssued by
Lt Colonel Eden statmg* that “up to now the Government of
Mewar lias been carned on by Council of Regency An order
of the Government has now been arnived for a new arrange-
ment, either of a new Counctl of several chiefs or one as a

13 Singh GN  Indin States and Brotish Indiu—Their
Tuture Relations, p 35

11 Smgh GN op at p 37

15 Rhapta dt 8lst Dec 1883 from Lord Ripon the GG
and Viceroy of Indin to Maharr Dungar Singh of Dikaner (Indin
States Committee Report p 48)

16 Geblot J§ Rajputana Ra Ithias Vol 1 p 280 F &
I Depte, de 2Ist August, 1863 Nos 206296 TC NAI
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Regent, as mav appear to us most deswrable Unul the new
arrangement <hall be completed, the wkole admmistration de-
mes on me *

But such a nouficaton created a <ense of duaffecuon
among the nobles and the peoplz of Mewar A tense <ituation
developed gradualh  The Polcal Acent, therefore, feared
zhat as the Dashera festval was abead some disturbances might
oceur on that oceasion as the fesuval would provide an opport
amity 1o all the nobles of the State to assemblk: m the capral”
In order to avord unpleasant happemings he at once procured
a considerable increase in s e<cort.

L proar 1n Udaipur

As suspected a number of disturbances took place m Udas
pur on the eve of Dachera festnal 1o the year 1863 The «itu-
ation was tense and fraught with ntense resentmrent. Some
posters were <een on the oy walls, ¢ upbraxding the Maharana
ard the chicfs sitting silent, while the Enghsh Ra) was bemg
ntroduced 1 Mewar * Although no untoward ncident took
place i Udaspur, the Chiefs of the State presented a memoran-
dum of grrvances to the Brush Government demanding that
the *State affawrs <hould be conducted with an advicory bode
of five chiefs, as had been the tradiion of the State, that the
1mposition of fines 1n the caces of Sau <hould be <topped and
that no chanre be made 1n the system of customs duncs bewag
Taad 1 Mewar® *

Reforns wnroduced by Capran Eden in Mewar

At this juncture, the admimstration m Mewar was crude
and droreaned  There was no princiels of judxe 2nd L1
emilzed customs e that of <cling and purchasing of babees
were rampant. Captam Eden stopped such practices by pute
tire the courts n the hands of foreign oTiculs emploved tn
the Polincal Acent, as ratnes dad not possess requured abilirs

17 F UP Depnodt Dee, 153 Noy 4347 FC NAT
T O RT Dot Dro, 158 New 4347 TCONAL
19 P AP Drpr dt Deco 1673 Nos 4347 10 NAL
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and qualitics for manming these offices He also introduced at
the first time certam principles of Indian Penal Code m admni-
strating Justice to the people and for ending several barbarous
and uncivilized practices which had become the basis of meeting
out pumishment to the accused® The mode of revenve collec
tion was changed with the result, that m a very short time the
State income was raised to Rs 24 75000 with a saving of Rs
3,00,000 per year™ Steps were also taken to manage and super-
vise the revenue collections effectively

Social reforms

For the first tme a Government School known as ‘Sham-
bhoo Ratha-Pathshala® was started and a hospital was also open-
ed by spending about one lakh of rupees Necessary reforms
were made 1n Jails to ireat the prisoners with kmdness Mount
ed Police guards were posted m the cty to provide greater
sccunty of lfe and property Attempts were made to umprove
the samitation of the city A department of Deosthan was estab-
lished to manage the admnustration of religious temples with a
view to managing the mcome and expenditure of thesc sacred
places and to supervise the expenditurc of the amount saved
at the time of natural calamities swch as famune, flood, ctc
The construction of roads also recewved the attention and Udai-
pur was linked with Neemuch and Kherwara by road™ The
sale and purchase of children and women, compulsery labour
{begar), witch swingimg etc  which in spite of thewr barbarity
had become established customs were also stopped by a pro-
clamation ssued m September, 1863 ™

Reaction to the Reforms

However the chefs, State officials and the people looked
at these reforms with suspicion and believed that these reforms
were designed to dishonour their traditions and were a pretext

20 Kasraja Shyamsldas  Far Fawod p 2074

21 Naxon JP  Mewar Agency Report 186163

22 F & P Deptt dt March 1862 Nos 3942 FC NAI

23 Rajputana Agency Records (Confidenual) 1816 Slavery
No 2 NAI
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*o gnhance Brinh mterferznce 1z ther own afflzws. The re-
<ezoment was expressed throogh strihes and agmauon”

O1 2.8 Dzczmmbe- 1893, Nzamaddm Kkan, trz Soperme
teadent of Polee, Udaipar, 1ssued 2 ceufcenion® by erdizz the
sistem of* AN Accordig to the nouficanon “AN” was declar-
ed *conazn to Law and 2mv ooz practsang was Loble to pum.
phmeat. * The amncurcemsst was made 1n the ay by the
beat of drums.  Thus created a <ur v the oy 27d pable resent.
mert was shared by the Maharana himselr® along wih cther
<1 2fs ard officials of the State

Heral of 1854

On 30th Narch, 1863 a2 complate ‘Hartal® was ebvned
the ey All the choos remmined closed asd 2hor o thoa-
s2rd to tane thwsand peop’s wode- the lzaderdk o of Nazare
Seth Ciamra Lal demororated  zt the read=-ce of Czplann
Eden 17z Polucal Acemt at Newer

Denards of the Derronstrators
Captaix Eden the Polacal Age-t, tned to rearly the 2nita-
ters bur the ar wrors refused to bear thz adiice of ths Polnzl
Aremt and rule the followira dexands.®
1 Thr eecent cuonms of AN <Ral'd be oo
2. The karacoment of the traders by the prloe <9~
b <orped
3 Morgaces and pames of the Parties concemn~d m
the transacnion shoald not be recorded m the Polxe
Kotwah

MOF 5P Dol dt Juh 155 Ne M FC NALF AP
Depre @t Dec, 193 Nor 4347 FCNAT

35 F KPP Depr dt Juh 1977 \on 442 TG NAT

25 AN s @l to b an o b oof aleraree TE s a%o
} o2 'd 2morz tte Jaz sdan of Jo pr S22 -

27 F AP Depoode Juh 1558 Noe 3047 FGONAL

v F AT Deprode Juh 18§ New *142 FGONAT

DT PR Dl du] N 1, Nt FOONAT

TV Satiwals frpin Seeh g Jee m Clems p o 3

SIF AP Depead Jus 1865 N 5342 F CONAT
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4 The order prohibiing slavery and buying and sell
g of children should be rescinded

5 Settlement of the cases conducted with caste and
ntercantife transactions would be conducted accord-
g to the old Rajwara custom

6 Complaints that can be scttled  asscmbling at the

“Sethp s shop™, according to the practice of Pancha-
yat, should be so restored, so also cases concerning
quarrel between 2 husband and wife

7 In regard to Fouzdar, Diwamt and Kotwah courts
the old custom of employmng some persons of post
tion m the city as Judges to preside should be res
tored

Colonel Eden uassaulted

In response to the demonstrator's demands Colene) Eden
tried to cxplam the Government policy but the mob became
viofent and 1t s stated that abuses were hurkd at him and
cven shous and stones were thrown™  With the result the de-
monstrators were forcibly removed™ by the guards of the Polr-
tical Agent People then moved towards the garden ‘Sahali
yon ki Ban' to resohve to place therr complamts before the
AGG n Rajasthan

Assurances gnen to the Demonstrators

The strike continued for several days though st 1s said that
after two or three days the Bohra and Gujaratt traders opened
their shons™ The situation however continued to be tense
Later, the co operation of the Maharana was sought and on 6th
Apnl, 1864, the Polucal Agent accompanted by the young
Maharana went to scc the leaders of the movement and some
assurances were gaven to look into their grievances, with the
result that the stoke cnded *

Commenting on the whole imcident, the AGG  wrote to

32 T LP Depu dt July 1861 Nes 3012 1¢ NAI
33k Rup Shywmldas  FerFinod, p 2069

St F &P Deptt op at, Nos 3042 NAT

$5  havraj Shyamaldas  Far b anod
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Colenel Eden the Polucal Arent, “vou have been attempling
too much, more than contemplited m the Goremmert oder of
Aurust, 1863 = He further obsened “that  Eden’s conduct
tas not buen jedcwous with the chusfs, the leading couruers
and <o mam of the rfluertal classes agamst hum Eden
<hould endearour to assocrate the Maharana with hum 1 all ke
does, gam his consent 1 all wuch chanpes which were Lieh
to prove unpopalar and orders <hould be camied out 1 ths
name of Mazharzna himeelf*~ Later Colonel Albot, the
AGG 1 Rajputanz, himsell proceeded to Ldatper to male
an enquin on the <pot as well as to gam svmpathy of the peo-
ple

Oiter reforms introduced

This had the desred effect and the Maharana was conviac-
ed of the necessity of mtroducing reforms. The outlook cf the
Mzharena was changed due to two mam reacons. Firth, the
Political Asent had advised the Mazharana for teluny immedrie
<teps 1o make improvemen's 1 the admimstration and <ccondls,
Lord Mavo Gosernor-General and  Viceron of India, ploed
great emphaas 01 ntroducing admumstratne and <ocnal reforms
17 the natne States at Aymer Darbar 1m 1870  Addresung tbe
Darbar Lord Mavo had cugrected ™

we derand that eservwhere throvghost the Irngth and
breadth of Rajrutzna jastice and order <hould prevail that
vou <kould rabe roads 2nd undertale the coastruction worksel
nzation and encourace education and provde relef for the
sich ”

Accordingly 11 1870 some mezacures were adopred 10 100
prove the adruantrabion of ol and cnmunal jastee A
S-zh ard Shamim Ah Khan were appoated o «2 the cntl

v Letter ¢t 2Mth Mav 167§ from '~ AGG an Rajs '3
¢

tn e Poiual Acen F & P, Depti, Nos ¢332 OO Jete
11N\

37 Letter &t 23rd June IS7f from vt~ AG G in hay 1o '
Tci il Agert F K P Dep o, Nos 2042 FC, 07 a0 N

2~ Tap tera Azerey ecords 1570 No 12 Lo 11N
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and cnimmal courts respectively ™ Tn the year 1870 a new
code of law for the State of Mewar compiled by Lt Keating
the AGG was introduced and all forms of punishment involv.
g physical torture were abolished and instead a new process
of fines and imprisonment mtroduced Thus, in future the ad
nmunistration of Justice was to be guided by the codes of Bri-
tish India Hindu Law and Local customs® The State of
Mewar was divided m vanous districts and a topographical
survey of the State was conducted by two English officers, Cap-
tain Charles G Strachen and Lt Holdich® The troops were also
re-organised and rmiway lhines were lad
After the death of Mah: Sh Sweh, Mah

Sagjan Sinch (1874 1884) continued the chain of reforms and
on 10th March 1877,° he announced the establishment of a
new State Council ‘Ijlas Khas” (Privy Councily However
council could not work satisfactonly

Second Strike i Udapur

The reforms introduced were agam not welcomed by the
people of Udaipur with the result that an agitation was launch
ed by the Udaspur traders A strke was observed n the Udar-
pur asty but the Maharana dealt with a strong hand and on
11th February, 1878, Seth Champa Lal and four other traders
were arrested and sent to jail® The Maharana threatened that
more severe action would be taken in case the strike was not
called off The stnke was withdrawn consequently

Jut agitation i Udarpur

Duning the minonty regime of Maharana Fateh Singh, the
agitators were encouraged by the Bamyas, Hakims, officials
and even by the chiefs of Salumber and Bhinder to launch a

39 T & P Deptt dt May 1870 Nos 119132 TG NAL
40 F & I Deptt dv May 1870 Nos 119122 FC NAI
41 Meuar Agency Report 187371

12 havraja Shyamaldas  FurFinod p 2191

43 Ihd p 2%

44 Ibid, p 2195
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mwovement agamst the new land revenue sistem  On 220d June,
1880 at a sacred place called Matn hundiyan® m Rashmi Per.
gana, handreds of Jat peasants swore 1 the meht of full moon
that they wou'd not plourh or furmih any assistance to he
Amin untl they place therr gnicvances before the Udaipar Dar
bar ard are redressed by the Maharana On 18th July, 1880,
a deputation of about two hundred and fiftv cultnators includ-
me few Bannas came down to Udaipur ard placed their gnzn

ances before the Maharana Maharana assured the Jat am

tators that the reforms werc 1n therr own nterest and their
nghts would not be adversely affected” However, the discon

tent continued ull the end of Juh 1880

The Muakarana opposed day to-day Bruwsh ntenienton
Mewar affairs

Thoueh the reforms on Bnush Ind:x pattern were antro-
duced 1n Mey ar set Maharana Fateh Swren v 2s rot 1 favour
of the Briuch interference i the day to<dav admuastration of
Mewar with the result that on vanous 1ssues dufferences arose bt-
ween the Maharanma and the Bnurch Resident The Resdents
view was supported by 21l the Briush officrals of the Statz aly~z
with the Pnme Minster Pannalal whereas the Maharama's
siws were supported by the smportant courtiers as Makaraja
Gaj Sineh hothart Balawart Smch, Brynath and Joshi Nara-

vandas™ Later the “Maharana reired Pannalal, the Prine
Munuter, and assumed all powers©

Oriain of the Cowr~'!  Brinsk interjerence n Bikar er

Dunng the repme of Maharaja Sardar Singh (1851-1872)
the GOI deputed Captain Bradford on specal duty 10 Bikan~r
n 1871 He sent a detasled repont on the mal admunsstration
of the State™ The admiustrauon needed complete overhauling

43 F R P Depu hevemee Mav 1551 Nos 510 NI
4B K I Depu. dt Oct 1853 Nos 6089 fntl, NAT

47 F R P Deprodt Jul 190 Nos 17325 Int, NAl

@ Midwan  Imgagerments Trecties and Sinads, Vol I
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as there was not a sigle department of the State i which the
most urpent need tor reform dd not exist Dus o the heavy
arrears which were o be padd to the troops and the current
expenditure, the treasury bueame empty  The Malurana bl
no conhidence in the Divan of the State, Pt Manphool, wheres
as Captun Bradford consdered lum an expenencad and wapr-
ble parvon Thewe dufcrenees between the Madnrapy and the
Dwan alccted the smooth running of the State machmery
Simultincously opposttion among the Thakurs of the Stue alo
rose as tlar sone was not heard cven i the adnunstratne
aflurs ™ Captan Bradford, therefore, suggested that & Coun-
<1l be established to advise the ruler in mtlers of the admus-
traion ™ The Maharajt agreed to this dea and a Councit was
formed consnting of five persans® gncluding Pandit Manphoot
as Devan and s President The maun function of the Coun
al was 0 ad and advise the ruler m matters of adaunnstration
but he way not bound to aceept the advice of the Counal
The Maharyy, however, had pronused © that he would consalt
the Counul would not pernut the terfurence of b favourites
and would not allow a sngle day 10 piss without mecting the
Council for the trannwtion of State busmess But m practice
the Mibarajy did not fultid his protises and entrusted the mine
agement of the State to Bikduram and other {iwvountes on
account of whech anrchy and confusiwon prevatled and the Staue
was brought 1o the brink of run®  Durmg the regime of Maha-
raju Dungar Singh (1872-1887) in the yerr 1RR3, an attempt to
rane the ‘RTKH' or money piyment tahen from the Thakurs
in commutation of service, brought matters to a crnn®  Brtsh

M Teter Dot 1" dv Ml Dec 1871 fom Capt Moadiond
W Olg AGG m Ry op af NAT

5 dd

51 [he other four membere of (e connal were (1) Chlng
mid=lichage of Gt Court () T therm i=Incliuge of Cumunal
Comt (3) Lachm Clond=Collcaor and (1) Diewurer

B2 Rhantvof TLH 1o AGG m Ry dt %id Iee 1871 1,
& Depre Mach 1872 Nos 105 131 NA

6% Tetter No 116 e Bl June 1872 Tom Pohcid Officer
Baboner, to €0} Thooke, AGEG W Ry NAL

5101 P Deptt, December 1883 Nox 2085, NAT
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forces were <ent 1o suppress the Thakurs' reastance ™ Thus ex-
cied the Thalurs partrularh Thakur Ram Singh and Bhadur
Singh of Bikzner who complmed of the oppressne methods
adopted by the Mahareja and requested the Briuch Geverrment
to remove ther forces*® from thewr estates Later 2 comruse
<on was appoumted 1o enquire wto the ruatter and pua hment<
were mflicted oa the Thakurs of Bxdasar Aditpurs ard Gopal
pura  The reluons between the Thakurs and the Maharap
detencrated dav by dav and complunts were made agamst the
Maharaja by the Thakurs of Bianer to the Batish Govem-
ment who alo encouraged the Thakurs to nse agamst the
Mabarapa®  On account of the prevailing unrest and mal adm

nicration 1 the State a strong warmung was ssuad to the Maka-
raja to conform to the principles agreed upon 1n 1852 or else
tte Bnish Governrment would have no opuon bat to exercice
direct control and snteriene 1 the affars of the State™  Accord-
mg to the terms agreed upon the Maharaja was required to
dismuss those favountes whose presence at Bikaper was coa-
<fered harmful by the Poliical Officer and was to conform 1m

pherh 1o the Polcal OTicer's recomrrendation reeardin~ the

»3 Letter No USP dt 25th \ov. ISs3 froz the AGG on
Raj to the Pol Agent F & P Depit. Dec 19935 No 203> \\!

56 TFelegram from Thalur Ram Snzh ard Datadir §rzhoof
Fdaner dt 4th D¢ 1tsS b R P Depris Pol Arett Dec, 13
N 2035 NAL

5 1 R ¥ Dpr Pol B. Apnl 3879 Nos 18120, Nl

5% An o7ail note was made 01 the file b tte Pnuth Gov
ertmert whach reads as It seems to mc a2 good szn that the pro-
j't are comirg to Lotenund thz ttey @n male a £zt of sl
torewan  No orders seem 10 be yoquired F R PP Docrt Eol
ol 1839 Noo IR7205 \AD

3% 1 am now to reguet vou to @l upon 1in (HH) {or
an explaratnon «f lis jroceediszs an s repeee Yoa vl at
U¢ s e ime comes tr HH a dear warmrz tfar entess Lo poreahs
10 2 wi'a t reene wpon tte amreemerts which were 3o el
s o letter of 3ht Decl 1943 sith € c obyea of ave lieg more
dreat 1 aforerce an e Sa s 2t ey Letoma petosIy to qoise
o ammaneerscrts 10 a ratoer Iieh to be vy argalzable o
HH T oletter No 37T €t €ty Oct. 167 from Seov, GOLL
to VGG an Ry, \AL
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conduct of admumstration and the reform of abuses®

Adnumstratnve reforms i Bikaner

In 1869 an cxtradition treaty was concluded between the
Briush Government and Maharaja  Sardar Singh of Bihaner
State  Accordinely  any person whether a Britsh or a fore
ign subject commiting 3 hemous offence i Britsh terrutory
and scching shelter within the limits of the Bikaner Statc was
to be apprehended and delivered up by the Bikaner State on
requisition and vice versa*

Salt Agreement (1879)

In 1879 the Bntish Government entered nto an agree
ment with the State for the suppression of the manufacture of
salt within the State except at two places  Quantity for export
was imited and subjected to the payment of duty Transt
duty on Botsh salt was abolished  The export of bhang ganja
spits  opum and other mtoucatng drugs were  protbied
In return the British Government ageced to pay to the Ruler
Rs 6000 a year and to supply to the State 20000 mds of
salt & year from the salt works at Phalod: and Didwana at 1
price not excecding cight annas a maund®  Regardless of the
provisions of this treaty the Bikancr State i practice surrender
ed the nght of manufacturing salt within the State

Radway agreement Cownage and Postal unity

in 1889 the Brtish Government entered into an agree
ment with the Maharaja of Bikaner for the construction of
Railway lines between Jodhpur and Bikaner The expenses
were to be borne by the two States® Later the junsdiction

0 DO letter No 32 I dt 1€th  Sept 188¢  from Col
Bradlord ta Seey COT and letter of Sccy GOT dt 81t Dec
1883 to the ACG mR1y 1 R P Deptr Inte—\ Oct 1830 Nos
7880 NAI
€1 Awchion  Lngagen ent Treattes and Sanads Vol I pp
)

2 Il pp 209193
63 Ibsd pp 20697



was extznded to Jodbpor Biener, Blwrcer Biatoda, <ouh-
em Punab Ra.may 2nd m= °r gaue» raifvay from Babma 1o
Hid=rabed (Sady“ In 1893 under 1he “zuve Cezaps Act
1876 21 a~-22me~t took ple for «pphrg to k= Save from
Bril mst of aher coms bearas en oze «d~ the pamr of
th~ Nzharepa, the Yizharzp zereed 1o 2bstaa from motaz
<her 2~d copper ceans 1 his own muous for 2 pen~d o 30
sears® In 1903 the Postal umn <hemz 1 the State was
wirodured by which <eparat posial svezm of the Szt 2lo
c2mz to a cloe”

Reiorms n Jodbpar

On 29th Decermber 1868 Colon-] heatwr, the AGG., po-
posed an esmacement accordine 1o whih 2 Miman was ecab
hhed at Jodbpar  The Mmin was a2sesn~d 15 kihs of
rupees pem vear for coducurs pubbe edmamdren~ This
Mirrin ked the eni z2nd enminal jundictn of the Kiele
f2nd bt the palace Loats and Jamrs wees not wade . The
Stzte Accoorts were 1o be mepected by 2 prrea deped b
2~ AGG 12 Rapehen This was to renta 12 foes {2
renad of four vears Lnless 1 the meerume “a comunzre ©f
il of the s eakrass of the Marwar admosirann fored
the GOI to male n i erfere™ Lile cb Sates 1 1549
Jodkrur alo accepted the extradinon trean wenh was <Zzith
mddd 1 19577 [q 1569, the Makerap e-teved 10 23
2orerment 1 ccweethv with the coagtracta of 29 I—~ewd
Reed thro.h the Jodkp.r Sz1e®™ and 1 I%70 concladsd the
52" Treav zeoosdine 1o whah the Samhhar Lale 2l = b
Nawa 2md Go ks weer freed B ke B oot Govermstt IR
1970 2 =% zesement was coorladed for the kae 1o 152 B
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tish Government of the four principal Salt sources of Jodhpur
the Salt sources of Didwana Pachparda Phalod: and the Luni
tract  All other salt sources except the two of the Pichuh
and Malkoni were suppressed and the annual tumm over from
these sources was to be kmuted to 20000 maunds™

State Admumistration ts handed over to Jaswant Singh

In 1870 for not bemng allotted proper seat Maharaja Takht
Singh (1843 1873) returned to Jodhpur without attending the
Ajmer Darbar the Governor General took a serious note of 1t
Maharaja Takht Singh proceeded™ to Abu to discuss admnsstra
tive measures m the Jodhpur State The AGG had alreads
sugrested that Jaswant Smeh  should be enen a larger share
m the Statc admumstration  The nterview resulted m Maha
raja Takbt Sneh giving a Kbanta to the British Government
sayme that he had handed over the entire admumstration of
Marwar to his son and hewr Jaswant Singh Tht was evident
ly the result of Maharaja Takht Singh s behaviour n the Vice
roy s Darbar held at Ajymer (1870) Maharay humar Jas
want Sinch (1872 1895) tried to put an end to the anarchy and
mal admunsstration 1n the State The corrupt offcials were
punished and reforms and discrphne introduced™ TIn 1872
Mahara; Kumar Zorawar Swingh the second son of Maharaja
Takht Sngh tock possession of Nacraur by force The Stat=
troops marched towards Nagaur suppressed the Thakurs and
defeated Zorawar Singh who tenedered apology and was sent to
Ajmer ™

The Thaher s Unrest
Jodhour people were not happv with Maharaja Takht Sineh

71 \an Wart Lfc of Gemeral St Pratap Sm h p 39
7 Ibhid

7% Te Lrovm Pares of Jodip =

74 Van Wart Life of General St Pratap Sngh p 39
7 Ind p 40

7% Ibd p 4o

77 JSA Haqkat Bal No © pp 53t "93



as well as his <occesser Pratap™  Thz resm of Makarap Jaowant
Sigh bad watrzssed 27 unret m Jalowe dmistnct 1 1870-°0
Tre Jodhpor Mzharap with the 2sacance of Ban b ferces <up-
pressed the unrest and captured Sadul Swmzh, the Thakur of Re-
wara, who was later executed m S~prember, 18%2>  The Lohara
Statz kad alwo been re<ssurs the asthonn of the Darker  Ula-
maeh m 1823 Rana Salp of the Lohnna Sate was caprured
ard Jodhpor Darbar confiscated the extate™ However, the differ
ences between the Maharap and his Dewan and the Thahuns
conunted to afect the admamdtration adserseh ™ Uader the
crcumnstarces, the Maharaja Sir Pratap requestsd the Bnuch
Govenment 10 a2t him 1 the admumctraion oo which the
AGG remarked ®

I found that Thalurs kad po real gnzvances to cemplan
of but they dechire 10 recene orders from am of the brothers
of Maharap ¢

Sir Pratap Sireh was adreed 1o perticipats moere actvels
the State affairs.

Reorgarisatior of the Gereral Adm.t s*ravion on Br nish pat erm

The reizn of Mabarmap Jaswant S.och as comedered as the
penod of reon~ntanen 2~d moderrisanon of the Stz Admmt
stration ve to S r Pratap’s efforts good Governmznt was esa-
bhed and aparchy ended® When Mzhapra Jaswant Soch
<sereeded to the threre the admuoctration was m a dicorransed
condiion  Sir Robert Grosthworte, the A.GG 13 Rapsthan,
while delnerng a <peech on the occaann of the mecsrure of
Maharaga Jaswant Sach <, “when His Hichnesd's father <y
ceodad to power. the Sta1z was d corgameed Lfs and propern

T A son op af Vol NI p 116

I uden ep o, p 146
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were ansceure, the finances were 1 a bad condition and debts
had accumuhted  But so ably was the adnunsstration conduct
ed that law and order were restored, liege sums cxpended on
railwdy construction and irrigation works, the revenue nearly
doubled and the whole Statc was pliced 1n a prosperous con
dition ™™ In the year 1878 Sir Pratap was appointed chief mints-
ter On 2nd Janvary 1880 Major Poulett took over Political
charge of the Western Rapputana State and with  his assiste
ance Sir Pratap introduced reforms which cstiblihed good Gov-
crament in Marwar ™

Poluical Regencratton

The yeir 1884, i the words of Coloncl Frskine *“makes
the termmition of a penod of nternal disorder and (he commen
cermient of ant epots of poltieal reyencranon’® Dunng  Maha-
ra)1 Jaswant Singh's resgn dacoities and other violent crimes were
stceesefully suppressed  The aatroduction of all embracing co
dificd Laws the re orpansition of the courts of Justice and the
settfment of erimunal tribes  the reformation of customs tardf
the constitution of the forust depirtment the rentodelling of the
fininend system  the adoption of postil unity the distribution af
up to date medical redief and the ntroduction of & number of
otlier uscful reforms were the distinguushed features of the admi-
nistration

Land Reventue systemt unproved

A village boundary survey of the whole State and a cadast-
ral survey of the Khala willages was undertaken 1n 1883 and
completed n 1893, under the supervision of Celonel W Loch
assisted by Pindit Badhawa Ram, 2 Revenue Officer from Pun-
ib*™  The actual assessment on cash rent basis or ‘Bighort'

81 Annuil Report of Jodhpur State, p 3

85 Aduns  Westers Rapputana States p 51

86 Inkine Raputany Gazetteer Vol T A p 71
87  Annual Adir Heport of Jodhfur State, 191011 p 2
88 Adwmy  op et p 55
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<z2ad of Bawi was doas m 1895 by Sir Sulhdzo Prackad™
This <ettlemznt was for a period of 10 years coh, bay hwaover,
before 1923 thz <econd <etilement cocld rot tale place”

Excice Re eruie

“Moq of the Thalurs and the Jagirdars faved enosse taves
for thewr own bentiL <o that there was ceuther the control 2
Bquor trefic mor was revenue accrmeg from nnocellxted by
the Sate® To <op tms et tr2fic 203 to chech as far as
posahlz the growmg dneolang kabt, as abo to ensure Lnadid-
ter21zd dritlanon. ths Dartar deemed 1 2dvisablz 1o vz
tze exore operabdas A repubr wistem of exere throsghaot
Marwar was mtroduced ;187 The Stz was dnaded 10
five crrcles™ (oclading the an) each woder 23 mspect~ wih
a stmll <aff and 2 Board of Drrectors (two for Japr 2nd oo
fur Rhala willacesh, was e-~tmced the don of cupemvasmz the
general workarg of the depentment® In 150405 the exone
operatinns were extzdad to ganp, bhang and beer podacte™
In 189% Ieence for the <l of Evrepsen hgaor was £ir gract-
ed” Th2 r2mez of Queen Victomn replaeed that of St Al
oz the coas <trock 2t the Jodbpor mmt i 180%™

]
Pn~ 1o 1868 ooh svememler edosation was impertd 12

thr Stz by 2n mdiprmoss ostem of priare MabzhsT asd
Pock.ls™ or Pxthashalzs™ The £ost vernacuber «5nol f onden

£ Eep Op an Vel I AL p 133

o Jro ot i Pepoet % Jor fur Se lUTss p 18
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G2 dgrel ! Al Teport of Jo! pur S'ze, JaT52 p *
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typc was opencd m 1868 at Jalor and Barmer n the District
of Mallams and was attended by 100 students  Later Anglo
vernacular schools were opened and in 1893 Jaswant College
was cstablished 1nd was afliliated to Allahabad Umversity and
raised up to the BA standard in 1898

The Jodhpur Walterkent Rayput Hithari Sabha

The JWRH Sabha was the branch of the All Rajputana
Sabha established 1n 1888 under the Presidentship of Colonel
Walter the then AGG i Rajputana The object of the Sabha
was to promote social advancement of the Rajputs and the
Charans regulating the expenses in marriages and funcral cere-
monies A contravention of the rules of the Sabha was dealt
with by the local commuttee and was punishable by fine subject
to an appeal to the Ijlas t Khas  There were two funds esta-
blished by the Sabha one for its social advancement of the Charan
community and the other for the Rajputs™

Reforms i Japur

Jaipur had also witnessed new changes with the mtroduc
tion of reforms on Botssh pattern under the efficient guidance
of Maharaja Ram Singh (1835 80) The admimstrative machinery
was remodelld and separate departments were created for edu
cation nolee medical and health  The State was divided mto
five parts and each was placcd under a Nazim who was mmtally
collector Judge district magsstrate and police officer

In 1867 the Statc council was reconstituted to mclude eight
members as heads of vartous departments under the supervision
of the Maharaja This was the first body of its kind 1n Rajputana
and the example was followed by other States™ The Police
code was framed 1n 1860 and revised an 1873

The Maharaja took a keen interest in education The
Maharaja’s College started i 1844 with forty students and had

100 ARJ 198112 p 45
101 JS % Haqukat Bihi No 36 p 221
102 Mashmn JC  Hitory of Inda p 811
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eight hundred <tudents i 1875 Maharap’s Sanchm Collage
was foundedt 1 1835 a Rajput Sthool for Rajput boys m 1861,
a gurly’ High School mn 1867 and a school for Arts and Crafts
1n the samz vear To sum up, 1a the dictncts at that time there
werz 33 ekmenan <chools <upported by the Stzte and 379 ;-
dicenous all more or less supported with an acgregate class at-
1endarce of pearly 80%0°

The firt Swte-owned Citv Hospial <tarted functionmg
1870 ard there were 24 duspensangs at the end of Aaharap
Ram Sinchs reren The Mahareja also got comoleted Aera-
Ajmer Railwzy line and mstalled Telegraph and Postal svatem
12 the State m 1864 A Munwopal Commuttee, to ook after the
capital estv Jaspur, was also appointed an 1868™  Thes, due to
these reformrs, whch continued after the Maharap's death, J3 -
pur <oon became one of the be<t adminsstered States i Indn

Reforms i Ko'a

After the suppresson of the matmeers, when th: Bntsh
troops left the Kota term on, the gaestion of the reorzzanid
of the adm.anctration was a great rroblem before the Kota AMzha-
rao It was felt that the structere of the whole admmstration
readed 1o be reorganned®® New ru'es and regulztons hed al
weady beew art-oduesd 1 the Bernd termtomiz, of Dolha ard
Agra and 17 o™z o'her natwe States and this greath eranced
the need to riroduce reforms m Kota State too The Bruh
Politcal Aremt had also advised the Mzharzo to inaedaz 12
reforms 1 the State In the curcumstances hota Makzrao
tH-ughr 1 proper to mtroduce the new reforrs 1 the Stace

Ttz adeudtration of the State was pracuczlh perahed
Thot2% » prine oIz all t~e odevs of the Sars we=z 10 be 1ss o
1 the ramz of Mahamo et 1 prectice the Darber oTents ard
his favourr'es used to ssuc all necessary o-ders. People were

103 Goerrrment of India Report, 1873

int Marhman, JC, op at p 313
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dened pstice ond bribery and corruption were rampant © Re
currence of theft and dacoity posed a great problem to main
taning peace and tranquillity in the Statc  In short the adm
mistration needed a complete overhau! *

Thus on the advice of the Political Agent m 1862 the
Maharao of hota introduced a number of reform  The Suic
was dnaded m vanous districts and district adminsstration was
entrusted to a Ziladar  The Police Department was also streng
thencd and the resronsibility of mamtaiming law and order be
came primary duty of the kotwal * Bribery was declared a2
Jegal offence and to make the adminustration efficient office hours
were fixed

In 1874 the British Government apponited Nawab Faiz Alt
Khan to look after the adminustration of the State ° But soon
the Maharao’s relation with Faiz Ali Khan became unhappy as
the later proved a parallel authority with the Maharao  In
the aircumstances Faiz Ali Khan was retired only after two years
Taiz Al then complained to the British about the mal adm
s ratron of the State * In spite of this short period Faiz Al
contributted a ot for the my in the State ad
ton  He abandoned the *Tappan Kachar  which resulted 1n big
savings for the State  The Postal system was also mtroduced
under the management of Patel Gajanand and postal stamp sys
tem + as enforced to avoid the mususe of postal charges * The
system of ‘Mukate * was also systematised  In 1873 a council
consisting of threc members was organised first time in the State

107 Hd p 6%

W8 falop 632

100 Iud p 633

110 Il p €55
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115 Mukate was gust hke 1 7amindan which was to be
awarded by the Maharao™ Sharm1 ML op at p
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The council was to take the admnistratne decisions and was
responsible for their mplementation <

Soctal Reforms

Dunmng the admunsstration of Nawab Faiz Al for the first
time a school for boys and girls was opened and an expenditure
of Rs 3760 on education was sanctioned In 1872, the first
hospital i the State was opened and a doctor named Kanhiya-
1al along with a compounder and a dresser, etc, was appomted
This was the first ume 1 the history of the State when State
sanctioned the amount for purchasing medicines®

Ajmer Darbar (1870)

On 22nd October 1870 Lord Mayo, the Governor General
and Viceory of India orgamsed a Darbar of Rajputana chifs'*
at Aymer which was attended by the Princes of Udaipur, Jodh-
pur, Bundy Kotz hishangarh, Jhalarapatan Tonh and Shah-
gurz etc  Lord Mavo addressine the Darbar suzrested to the
natne chiefs ™

If we support you in your rights and prisileges, vou
shall also respect the rights and regard the privilages of those
who are placed beneath your care We demand that every-
where throughout the length and breadth of Rajputana, justice
and order should prevail that you should make roads and un-
dertake the construction works of irngation and encourage edu-
cation and provide for the rehef of the sich "

Visit of Pru ce of Wales (1875)

As we have scen earlier the reaction of the natne chuefs
to the reforms ntroduced on British-Indian pattern had not been
favourable This had created a tense atmosphere between the

e shama ML Op et p 672
Counal were \ap \mar Singh of Palasthe
Rajgarth and Pt Ramdasal

17 Swama ML Op ar, p 666
R Rajputana Mewar Agency Reports, 187071
119 Raputana 4geney Records, 1870 No 127 Lag II NAT

The members of tie
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Britsh Government and the natne rulkrs  In order, thercfore,
to mprove rehtions the British Government perhaps thought
1t proper to arrange a vist of the Prince of Waks to Indn The
Britsh Gosernment tred to capitaine the Prince s visit 1s much
as they could  Tiestly they tried to create a healthy atmosphere
and secondly they demonstrated the paramountey of their power
when a number of Princes warted on the awport to reccive
the Prince *  The native Princes by presenting themselves at the
airport were sery much tager to show their loyalty and grattude
towards the Bntish empire *

Rao of Aota not imaed

Since the murder of Major Burton at hota the Britsh Gov
ernment was not happy with the Maharao of hota The Kota
Miharo requested tle Bntsh Government to allow him® to
come to Agra on the rnval of Prince of Wales but a decision
to this effeet that st was not dusirabl that hota Maharao should
be mvated” was alrcady taken™ and therefore the request of
the Mahario was turmed down wtimatine lum telgraphicdly
that *at i tao hite 10 vite His Hoghness to Aera *

Imperal Assemblage at Dellu (1877) and Natne States

On 1st January 1877 an Imperial Assemblage was held at
Delin to witness the title of * Empress of Inda™ (Kaser ¢ Hind)
assumed by Queen Victorn Al the Natwve Princes were invited

120 Letter No 1\ of 18|5 di 12k Oar 1873 fiom the Ofg
AGG tothe Secy GOI Toragn Deptt Smilh T AP Depte Pol
Bt Maeh 1877 Nos 10100 NAL

121 KRharun from the Mahare of Rota to HT tle \iceroy
anl Governor Ceneral of Indin F R I Dejrt lal B dt Nared
1877 Nas 17120 N\

122 Rhanta from the Maharie of Kot to HT the Viceroy
and Governor Generof of My £ & 2 Bepee Dol B Weed M7
Nos 117120 \NAT

128 Iewer No 9 B ool 1875 dt Slst Dec 187> Nom de
ACG 1 Ry to tle Sccy GQI 1 & P Depte Pol B 1877
Nos 117120 NATL

121 1 P Deptt Pol I March 1877 Nos 117120 NAT
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to Delhu to payv therr respect to the Empress of Indiz™  Almost
all tk2 na'nne Prirces expressing therr grautude and lovalty <ent
Khartas to the Governor General and Viceror of Ind™  Ex-
pressme his loan ard grattude on the occasion H. H the
Rana of Dholpur added

N The ume of 1ts receipt (receipt of wvitation) will ever
be regarded by e as the most fortunate mom-nt 1 am unable
adequateh to exoress the sausfaction with which I regard thus
favour which 1t has pleased Her Majesty to bestow on the sons
of Hind but 1t 15 to me an especnal source of gladness, as the
chiefs mv arcestors, bave for many generatio~s been attached
1o the Briu h throne by peculranties of lovalin ard affection
May Hor Majestv s Empire remamn for ever ”

Simlar expressions of lovalty and grateful acceptarce for at
tending the Darbar were comveted by the Maharaps of Jaipar,
Jodbpur Rushancarh, Udaipur and Bikaner and otker natne ru
lers™ Public feelines were also expressed with jos m the eve of
proclzmation of H~r Majests Queen Victona as Empress of Indn
on 1<t Yantan 1877 A poem was wnitten by Murardan Poct
Laurzatz of Jodhour on this occasson calling Quezen Victurz a
Chalanerti Ruler™  The poet obsened

“None has surpasced Ramchandra, the Kmes amons the
Hindus, and Akbar amonr the Musalmans Kavwt Rap
Murandan savs that history reveals that een under therr
ru'ss, the land was disorder

But dunne thy rerrn (Victora's reizn), the Lon and goat
drink at the same *Ghat', the people enjos prospenty, ard
the name of adversity has quite disappeared

Thou art really true hine of Rings, Oh' Queen Victora

;Lg;?‘ * Chakravarti™ ruler hhe thee has never ruled over
™

12> F AT Drprefol AL Dec, 187 Nos 2647 NAL
12, F L P Drpte Pol AL Dec, 1577 Nos 40,1 5168 NAT
127 F K P Deptic Fol A, Do, 1877 Nou 283495 NAT
I F K P Deptt Pol AL Dec. 1077 Now 2rud®@ NAL
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Aot Sardars bycotted the occusion

Whereas on the eve of the nstallation of Queen Victoria
as Lmpress of Indu colebrations took plice in the Stues of
Rajputant * and dances sports and tantishas’ of vanous kinds
vere organised at Siwohr Jwsalmer Banswasa Pratapgarh Deolt
and Ajmer cte  and fire works disphiyed a Darbar organised
by the Mihirao of Kota to witness the ceremony was boycotted
by the hotr Surdars Jhe Darbar wins fixed for 12 noon but
*owing to the hite arrivy) of the Mahario and wasting for some
Principal Saedars who abented themsclves 1t could not take
plice il same time later ™ The Mabarao of Kota ook a sehr
ous note of this conduct of Kota Sardars and the matier was
Peronally dicussed by him

Afshan War (1878 79) and the actnve Co operation of Nutne
Princcs

We hase seen that as throughout the durition of the mutiny
the Native Princes extended full co operation 1o the Brtih Gov
crnment m Indin so when the Afshn war broke out in 1878
the nitive Pronces an Rapisthan took thes an opportunity ag un
to show their loyalty wnd sympathy towards the Bratsh rulers
The Mal seajr of Blhoratpur felt o ‘great plosure in placing
the natwe troops at the disposil of the Brtish Government ¥
Ihe Maharw of hoty expressed bis Canxicty 1o assst the sup
reme Government with troops during the Afghan war® > The
Malragy of Bikaner expressed fus hope that the expedition will
hwe every sticcess and @ due punshment to the enemics for

101 KR Depre Pol A Da 1877 Nos WBB 00 NAS

190 yetier No § et 2nd Finy 1877 Trom Copt ITH Allod
Tolutlca) Supds anchane of thie kot St ta Mg € kMW diar
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therr hostility towards the British Gosernment and felt great plea-
sure to place  the troops at the disposal of the Governmnet of
Inda’ The Maharaja of Alwar ntimated the Brtish Gov-
ernment about the availabihty of camels for field forces and
meanwhile * offered 220 camels and 50 men, the cost of whom
will be mamtamed by the Darbar himself ™ He offered 300 in
fantrv and 200 eavalry of whom the charges will be met by
the Maharapa himself ™ Maharaja further offered a “force of
300 mfantry and 300 cavalry and to bear all charges connected
with their mamtenance and further traming”” Maharaja Jas-
want Smgh of Bharatpur ‘s order to pumsh the msolent chief
of habul * offered the ‘services of a Battakion of the troops com
posed of 400 foot soldiers ™ Simularly the other natne princes
also offered therr help  On the successful result of the Kabul
campaign the natwve chrefs expressed therr pleasure and sent a
number of letters of coneratulations to the Britsh Government
On the eve of concluding a treaty with Kabul by the Briush
Government  Maharana Sajjan Sineh of Udaiour announced to
celeberate a Public Darbar™, where Royal salutes were fired
and illuminations took place 1n honour of the occasion®™ The
Maharaja of Jamur <ent a telerram conveving hrs “most loval
and friendly congratulations on this happy event ™ The Maha-
131 Translauon of a Rhanta dt 26th Nov., 1878 from Maha
raj1 Doongar Singh of Dikaner to Vfay ERC Bradford A
135 Jelegram of Inth Qce 1878 [rom she AGG wm Ray 10
‘3‘0::) l@lcr:\ \(\‘.IO I.No 367 F R P Depu. S5 dt Dec 1878 Nos

N ({36 Khanta dt 19th Apnl 1878 from “Maharajz Alwar to the
?]. m Ry F &P Depu Pol B June 1878 Nos. 126130
- lhlcsr\ }.c!;mm:\ di 191h \pnl 1878 from rhe Maharaja of Alwar
}'_’GlJnl \(‘:” i Rap F R P Depu, Pol B, dt June 1875 Nos
133 Khanta At 1%th Nov, JETR [rom Maharap Jaswant
sinzh of Bharatpur to the G G and \ceros of fndia F R I Dejtt.
No 40% S5 dt Dec. 1878 Nos 320116 N3l
139 Rhanta dt 1200 June 1839 from \Maharama Sypan Sinzh
of Udaipur 1o HE 1l¢ Vuceros and GG of India No 193 F & F
Deptt 9% dated Sept 1879 Nos 179361 NAI
10 Telegram dt Sed June 1859 from Mahara of Jupur
to AC Isall Foreign Seav, simla No 201, F & I' Depit Septs
159 op at, NAT
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raja of Jodhpur sending his congratulations requested the Bri
tish Government to comey his  feelings to Her Most Gracious
Mayesty the Queen and Empress of India  The members of
tic State Council of hota also expressed thewr gratitude on the
occasion and observed

The neovle of India are not accustomed to express
thesr feehings in demonstrations but considering 1t a very agree
able dutv to show you what we and others feel on the subject
we take this opportunity to assure you that an unqualficd plea
sure 1s felt here on the late success of English arms and request
liberty to congratulate you for the same  In conclusion we
pray for the long Wfe of our Empress and an uninterrupted con
tmuance of Enghsh rule in Indma ™

Swamt Duvanand and Arya Samay morement

When the States were reduced to a position of supscrvien
cc Swam: Dayamand with a mussion to do away with social evils
and to awahken the masses towards their political nchts became
an marortant force to reckon with  In the year 1857 Swamu
Dayanand began his preaching career from Hardwar where the
largest Hindu religious fare of humbha was being held But
from 1867 to 1873 Swamu Dayanand had to facc a violent storm
of opposttion as the people 1n the beginming opposed his views
on social reforms  But after November 1873 the public exhibit
ed some response towards lum™  This encouraged Swami Daya
nand and he began to consider the 1dea of forming a society so

11 Khaner dv 20th June 1879 from Makarva of Jodhpur
0 HE the Viceroy and GG No 208 I' & P Depte op at NAI

112 Aap Amar Smgh It \loulal Asp hishan  Singh nd
Pt Ramdayal the members of the State Counal sent congrat ilauons
to May PW paalctt Pohiical Agent Kota praying for  en umn
terrupted conumiince of Faglsh rule in Indin T & P Depte dt
Scpt 1879 Nos 179361 S5 NAI

143 In 1873 Swamu Duyatand delivered 1 series of Jecrutes on
Vedic Dharm1 and 1 large number of people attended the lectures
every evening i returned home fufly coninced that the Vedic
Dharma as preacd ed Ly Swamiji was the true faith—vide a letier ot
Babu kedar Nath Chattopadhytya to B Debendra Nith Muktopa
dbyya Sardy HB Iife of Dayananl Saraswats p 99
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that s work be consoldated and carmied cn.  Accordincly, Arva
Samaj was founded on 10th Apnil, 1875, at Bombay *

Ana Sama) was a2 movement which was <tarted to raice the
panote feehines of the citizens and to remove the prevaiimg
<o~a} evtls from the Hindu Soci#tv  In Rajasthan branches of
Ana Sama) were founded 1 almost zall the important towns
between 1880 and 1890 Vedic Yantralava a printing press, was
aho started by Davanand Saraswat at Allahabad for the publica-
tion of the Ana Samay ltesature Later, the Press was shift~d
to Aymer and was put under the supervision of Shvamap hnshna
Varma Another social msutunion, nameh ‘Parophanm Sabha*
was also established by Swamu Davanand on 27th Februan 1883
at Udaspur “ for the propasation of Vedic religion the head
quarters of which were alo shifted to Aymer Iater This Sabha
came 1n form of Swamipis will  Davanand Saraswati wrote *1
Davanand Saraswat: entrust theee 23 persons the <ole mncha-pe
of mv clothes books, monev vantralava and write this ‘Swihar
Patra to use the same for altruistc purposes® *  This bods of
twenty three percons conusted of promunent personalinies I
His Highness of Shahpura Shvamap hrishna Varma Mahadesva
Gosird Ranzade etc., with His Hichness Sajjan Swneh, Mzharana
of Udatpur as its President

Suan 1 Dasenand and the Princes of Rapasthan

He was not <atsfied by the populanty of his views amone
the masses onl  He believed unless the co-operation of Princes
was achicred 1t would be difficult to obtan the ulumate goal
of Swarapa® Davanand therefore wished that the rulers of
the States <hould be brouht mto contact with enlishtensd m*m
brrs of the Sabka © He also wisted to engase the Princes of

1 Lel'mam P Iyge of \rlanl, D H du)
. - 2y anan oy I
O8I Trmes of Inda de 1ot Apnt 1575 ¢ )

14 Mkl o
Pan "J B on: oupadiaavy DI\ Life of Dmnarand Sarar—h

116 Davamand Saraswan  Seikar Patre a yamytler

1ss Y3d3 gt Indn \a Ana Sangg Ra 1fdar Pt
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Rapstian in pabie welare, b, smprovics tuoir chaczosr and
by bz e ot com045 of thoir dunes trwards Uy
whests  Accordingle, 1 June 1945 the fra yme Da znand
sssted Rapsihan and stased ot hazrauh as a guzat of His Hizv
ress the Yzharap of haraul, Whan 11 October 1965 Sadmut
vined Japu, Thelur Rarjeet Sivvh of Ackrol became b 4

ciple™  Duarmgz bis vist to Aymier 17 March 1745 Swars Dz 2
nand reguested the AGG 1 Rapaban to swp cow slaugher
The ag a1 to «top cow slaughier 11 Rapethan became v
and the btutzalow of Colorsl Tod 1 Ldaspur was bed] damag
ed * On st dovember, 1974 Ssars Dayamand aterded iz
Darbar ¢f Lord Lawrance at Aera and then proxeeded t) Bha
<ateur, Jaipar, Apmer and Churu Oa ths mviaun of Rap
Gmand Siarh bz sigted Pansra Therefrom bz went to Chuttor
wtere 2 Darkar was organ ed b Lord Ripon to confer b ke
of GCST on the “aharana of Ldapur © Maharana Sapan
Szt of Ldaimar met him taere and requestzd him o come )
Léaipur  In revpon e to the Maharana s call Swarn Dasanasd
vi red Ldamur on lith Auvuet 12,2 Siam Dayzraed em
Tasred over the reed of adopung Indan culture nstzad of cul
11 atng the Western outlook. In Udarpur Ssams Dasanand
alio foundsd the Paropkarin Satha whih fater becams the trus-
t2es 2ficr the Swamy’s death

Swern Dayonand and Jodkour

O1 1w Marsh, 1283, Swami Dayanand Ift for Shabpura
and frory there he reactied Jodbpur 01 31st May 1293 The
youszer brother of the Maharaja Jaswant Siach Sir Pratap was
very much sfluenced by the <peeches of Swami Dayanand  He
remarked® * to my mind 1t was a fortunate thing for India
that Swam came to awaken her from her slumber of Jethargy ™

————
1% Sarda HE  Iife of Dasananl Sorasvan {1336) p 43
189 Uuklowpatwaya DS Suame Dryrnand Sariesh I

Jeruan Clanitra, ¢ ted by Pu Gha wam Pat 1 p (72
10 Sardz op at, p 269
151 Hakikat Pats No 31 p 3°3 Pay Sute Archnes Pkan-r
152, Vamwa, RE  The Tofr of 11 Gen HII Sir Pratad

Singh pp 193491
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Maharaja Jaswant Singh of Jodhpur was also very much mflu
enced bv Swam Davanand’s teachings and issued orders to pro-
hibit post funeral dinners alcobolie drinks, etc’~ In the mean-
ume, porson was gnen to Sawimu Davanand by a Mushm woman
at Jodhpur On 16th October, Swam Dayanand left Jodhpur
n a cntical condition and died at Aymer on 30th October,
1883

After two months of the Swamy's death the first session of
the Sabha was held at Ajmer on 28th December, 1883 where
Govind Mahadeo Ranade realised that Sabha alone would not
be able to accomphsh much He, therefore, proposed to esta-
blish Ana Prathimdhi Sabha in the provinces and accordmgh
the Prathinidhi Sabha was established in Punjab on 29th Decem-
ber 1886~ and in UP and tn Rajasthan in 1888 The Ana
Samay worhers used to delnver lectures at the vanous rehgious
fairs ke Kumbh Pushlar’' etc Shn Prem Chand, a noted
worker went to Udaipur and 1ts villages to spread the cavse of
Vedic rehgion among the Bhils™  Chand Karan Sarda and Man
Karan Sarda were among the foremost workers i Rajasthan who
devoted their whole Iife to the Arya Samaj movement It 1s -
teresting to note that where Maharana Sajan Singh of Udaipur
was one of the foremost disciples of Dayanand after s death,
his own descendants olaced a ban on the Kirtans of Ana
Samzp** The Arva Samapsts tried for the revocation of the ban

123 Halilat Baln No 37 pp 23 and 222 Raj State Aschn
ves

151 Mulloupadinana DN Op af Pan Il p 22

155 Report of Paropkanini Szbla 18931926 Vedic Yanma
Iva Aymer

156 4na Inrectory published by Internatonal Ana League
Delly p 47

157 dAne Directory op at, p 33

158 Forty second dnnual Report of Arya Pratimdht Sable
Rajasthan Malwa and \jmer—Ist March 1931, to 2#th Dec, 1731
pp 1214

159 Ibid

168 Filty f{th Fijty uxth and Fifty scventh Annual Reports of
z‘fgv)a Fratmdhy Sabha, op af, Ist Januany 1913 0 30th Apnl
16 p 42,
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and met the Prme Mimister but to no purpose™

Duayanand s teuckings to the Princes and the people of Rujasthan

Swami Dayanand mamly emphasised upon four factors, viz,
Swadharma Swarajya, Swadeshs apd Swabhasa ¥ He emphasts-
cd that a nmation cannot make progress unless it follows its own
language, rehigion, and 1s ruled by its own Gosernment and 1s
otherwise generally self-relant  He denounced the salt tax even
n 1875 which was opposed by Mahatma Gandhi® i 1930 He
stressed that a foreign Government, whatever be its ments can-
not mahe the people happy

In the first decade of the twenticth century 10 some parts
of India, notably Bengal, the cult of Swadeshs spread fast Swami
Dayanand was perhaps the first prominent leader who support-
ed the cause of Swadeshi clothes He renroached Udho Singh
son of Thakur Bhopal Singh, for wearmg foreign clothes and
advised him to put on Swadesht clothes ™  Accordingly, thz
Mabaraja of Jodhpur accepted hus advice As H B Sasda ob
scrves, “Everv one in the service of that (Jodhpur) State, from
Maharaja down to peons, and the clite of Jodhpur, adopted
the Khadi produced m Marwar Thus long before the cult of
Swadesln spread through Bengal Marwar had appeared clothed
i Khadi”™ Swamipn apprecrated the Europeans who, though
Jiving 1n India for hundred years, did not give up putting on theiw
own style of dress In his own words, *“They (Europeans)
have not changed the fashion of thewr country, but many among
you have conied therr dress  This shows that you are foolish
while they arc wise*™  He himself refused to take off his tur-
ban to cater m an ancient fortress guarded by Butish Officers
and abstained from sight-seeing ™

161 fhid

162 Separth Prakash Chap IV

163 Sarda, HB  Op ey p 107

161 Ibid, p 235

165 Ibed, 1 282

166 Iid, p 328

167 Satyartha Prakash, Chap XI, p 818
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For th= first tme Swam Davanard used the t-rm ‘Ssaraj-
ia in 1875 and added that after the attamnment of Swam) 3,
Irdia would become rch asamn™ Mrs A Besant wnies tha
1t was Davanand who first rased the slozan, ‘India 1s for
Indians ® Swam Davanand knew that the Prncelv States of
India were more or less deperdent on the paramount power,
ard be deplo-ed the (ondinen of the States and therr chiefs
To pat 1m his own vords,  Whatsosver ru'z 1s keft to them
{Arvas) 1s bamne crushed under the heel of the foreignar There
are onhy a few inderendent States left  When a countr fails
upon evil dave, the natnes have to bear untold misers and <uTer-
nes He stressed over the unnv of the peoplz and expreswed
the view that  Irdwan rulers <hould create a common national
sentument and a common faith m ther States™” Davanand
wanted to write to the vanous Princes who were <cattered and
had no umitn  In his own words *T wich to briaz the Rajsas
and the Mahara as wnto the nght path and want to umte the
Ana race mto ore wrole ™ Acco-dmel, he taught the Maha
rama of Udarpur the Manusmintt and the portion of the Maha
bharat which treats of poliies and the development of man’s
character  The Matarana followed Swamuyi s advice ard gave up
promrcuits  * He became averse 1o taking a <econd wife” ™
Swumlar counsels were also furnish~d to the Maharap of Jodh
rur and Idar  Swam Davanand even vined Ajmer to attend
the Dol Dartar o1 st January, 1877 Davznand’s concep-
ton of Svarapa was free from all sorts of castesm. H~
recozmsed only two commumities—Anva and Anava  Davanand,
accordingh, asks the forerners, * not to Ine here as rul-rs'™
thus raisme tle slosan *Quuit India® which Gandhup rared long
after
e 168 Clamupau NA  Glmpses of I ~rrand Ch NI p

167 Mrs A Prant  Inda A \ation P

130 Satyertbe Prabesh Ch AL p s,

170 Sarda HYT Op at,p 26

132 d p 240

173 Sarda HN Op o p 2%
Mukhoupallama DN Op af, p 355
155 DS Anablianaye, p 104
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Swami Dayanand also emphasised over the adoption of
Hind: as national language To Swamuyr’s mind no reform was
possible without having one religion and one language He says
“it 1s extremely difficult to do with differences i language re
Ligion education customs and manners but without domng that
the people can never fully effect mutual good and accomplish
their object * ™ Swami Dayanand advised the Maharaja of Jodh
pur to teach Devnagari to his son  He also encouraged the
people to support the cause of Hindi before Mr Hunter the
Chairman of C d by the Govern
ment of India™

Influence of the Movement

The teachings of Swarm Dayanand not only mnfluenced the
people of Rajasthan but virtually the whole country  As Pat
tabhar Sitaramayya observes **

The Arya Sama) 1n the North West founded by the vener
able Swami Dayanand Saraswat,, furmshed the necessary correc
tive to the spint of heterodoxy and even heresy which the Western
learning brought with it The Arya Samay movement was ag
gressive 1n 1ts patriotic zeal and while holding fast to the cult of
the nfallibihty of the vedas and the supenomty of the vedic
culture was at the same time not mimical to broad socual re
forms™ The movement fought some of the prevading social
evils and religious superstitions 11 Hindmsm  The movement was
not only a rehigious or social one but a national movement

Charles C Hemmsath observed *

In all India sensc the Arya Samaja s influence was unob
teusive particularly i the mam centres of modern Indian lfe
durmg the 19th century  the ground work was being laxd how

176 Speechcs of Swami Dayanand

177 Narayan Ablypanlan (ranth (1915 p 157 Publster
Sarialest tk Arya Pratint iy Sal!

178 Mukhoupadhyiya DN Op «at Introductory p 17

17) Sitwamayya P [Je History of Congress Vol I

180 Hemsath Charles € Aatronalsm and  Hindu Soctal
Ieform p 180
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ever, for the most successful unification of religous and socu!
reforms with nationahsm that was to be found m pre-Gandhuan
India ™

Thus the Ana Samaj movement plyed an important role
at the tune when there was no ray of hope and the morals
of the people had declined consderabhy  In fact the movement
gave confidence to the people which mdirectly made the peo
ple poliically conscious about therr rights and duties  The Arya
Sama) mosement was pamfully aware of the fact that the Indian
trade was controlled by the foreremers The movement, there
fore mnsisted on the adoption of Swadeshy Swam Dayanand
wrote, “what can ‘ou expect but muserv and poverty when the
people of a country trade only among themsehies whilst fore
ygners through therr imnternational trade rule over them®™
Thus the most important contnibution of the movement
was that 1t gave a feeling of self-respect to the citizens of the
country  As Shvamap Krichna Varma a promment revolution
ary and a disciple of Swam: Dayanand, sard that “of all move
ments 12 India for political regeneration of the country none 1>
so roent as prockemed by ns fourder 1 an absolute, free and
independent form of national Government™ The wfluence of
the movement over the masses was so mmmmnent that it was
treated as ‘ senious threat to the British power in Inda ™™ The
morement preached equal rights to the people which helped 1
the emergence of poliical consciousness and awakenng amonz
the people to set themsehves free from the foreign voke

Thus the Arya Sama) 1n a wav, prepared the ground for the
Indun Nationa) Coneress  Swamm Davanand s teachings produn
ed a teaching of prde for vedic religion vedxe lan;“JSC and
other old mstitutions, deas and valucs, of our countrr  The
wdirect effect of his teachings was that people became conscious
of thewr great rebrion and socal hentage and this was onc of

181 Sards Op at p o197

v ”:“1 Quoted from the Sorologist v \ Clurol. Indian U nres

153\ Ctwol Indian Lnrest p 110
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the most potent factors m the general awakening of the Princes
and educated middle class 1n Rajasthan and elsewhere More
over, a careful analysis of varnous reforms, mentioned above,
opened a way to the people to think about their political rights
and to establish vanous organisations which created conditions
favourable to the successful development of revolutionary move-
ments 10 Rajasthan



CHAPTER 1V

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
AND RAJASTHAN

(1885—1924)

The year 1884 n the words of Colonel Ershine *marks
the termination of a period of internal disorder and the commen
cement of an epoch of political regeneration Colonel Erskine
was right in a sense when i 1885 a small group of reformers
such as A O Hume and Dadabhai Naorop orgamised the
Indian National Congress destined to become the spearhead of
the strugele for independ In the t the Congress de
mands were himited only to the introduction of admunsstrative
reforms 1n the country and educating public opinion for the strug
gle that lay ahead

Unfortunately the modest aims and objects of the Congress
were regarded by the Prnces of Rajputana as embodying a dis
tant 1deal that seemed quite unattamable then This s evident
from the two Ietiers that were written by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
and A O Hume to the Maharaja of Jatpur® With the birth of
Indian National Congress a parallel mstitution known as *Indian
Painiotic Assocration” was founded by Sir Syed Ahmed khan
Explaining the object of the association Syed Ahmed Khan had
wntten a Jetter to the Maharaja of Jaipur that the object of th-

U Yokme KD Ragputana Gazetteer \ob 1L AT 71

2 Lenter dated 25th \ugust 1888 {rom Syed Ahmed Hony
Secretary of tte Indian Patnotc Assoaation 1o HUH the Maharj of
Jupur "B K P A lae Jams 1889 Nes 34 SC NAD

16
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assocralion was lo mike 1t uear to the moembers of the Brish
Parlament, Lnglh Journals and the people of Great Britam
that “all the mations of Inda and the Induan Chicfs and rulers
do nat agree with the ams and objects of the National Congress *
It was further added that the association will work “to prescrve
peace m Indw and 1o strengthen the British rule' and “to re
move those bad feelings from the hearts of the Indian people
which the supporters of the Congress are stirrng up throughout
the country’ and by which great dissatisfaction 15 being rased
among the people agunst the Britssh Government

But Mr A O Humc' had also addressed a letter to His
Highness the Mah: of Jawpur d the contents of
Sie Syed’s letter and emphawsng that the real objects of the
Indian National Congress were “to consoldate Butish rule, to
cnhance the prosperity alike of the Princes amongst the mem.
burs of all the many races castes and creeds that nhabit this
vast Cmpire ™ Maharaya of Jupur however did hot take notice
of cither of these letters as **he did not wish to be dragged into
unprofitable discussion ™

Congress Comnnuttee founded m Apmer

But just two years after the death of Maharshy Dayanand n
Aymer and three sessions held at Bombay Caleutta and Madras
i 1885, 1886 and 1887 rcspectively the message of the
Congress reached Aymer and a Congress Commutice was formed
by some students of Gosernment Colluge® The first representa
Mh“‘ Tetter i 2%b Mugust 1B8B {rom Syed Almed 1o Mahy
vt of Jupur op et

1 Tetter dr 25th Augst 1888 drem Sved Alped o AMaha
riyt of Jupur op et

% Mr Huome was the General Scerctay of the Indian N
tional Congress

6 TIetter from Hume addressed to HIT the Malugayol ]1.[""
Diry of the Readeney at Jupur Noo 4 §|lnu\l Brwmch IR F
Deptt st Jany 1889 Nos $4 Searct NA

7 Remarks of ITI' Peacack Offg Ruulun Jupor T R P
Deptt It Jany 1880 Nos 31 Sccret

8 Ihe members of the commitice were Ram Gop b Kaystht
1atdt Chand Kbubiga ind Hatbiln Sardy Decpik " Jagdnh Pra
sidd Revenged e L ondon
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tion of Ajmer in Indian National Congress was made by Gopt
nath Mathur and Kishan Lal i 1ts fourth session held at Prayag
(Allahabad) mn 1888 under the Presidentship of Mr George
Yule* The session was attended by Harbilas Sarda also™

Burth of Journalism tn Rajasthan and therr Impact

Then attempts on the part of the nationalists got momentum
by the introduction of the actwities of the press This was the
time when journalism also took its birth m Udaipur and the
first periodical named Sajjan Kirti Sudhakar® on the name of the
then Maharaja Sajjan Sineh appeared  In Ajmer the first 1ssue
of the ‘Rajasthan Times’ an English Weekly was published on
Thursday the 8th August 1885 The objects of the paper as
explained 1n 1ts editorial* were

to bring abuses wherever they exist to the notice of
the authorities with the object that they may be set mght with
an atutude of an impartial Judge  Simultaneously a Hindi ed:
tion of the sard paper was started under the utle ‘Rajasthan
Patrika’ 15 creditable that these two journals had a vigor
ous tone even in those days which s illustrated by the editoral
comment of the ‘Rajasthan Times’ on the alleged njustice done
to the Maharaja Zahm Singh of Jhalawar The paper wrote’
“now the Government 15 bent upon oppressing the people The
Government 1s hereby informed that the continuance of such
things will Tead to a terrible and harmful result”

The publication of both these papers was closed when a
member of Jaipur Regency Council filed a suit aganst sts ed:
tor, Bakshi Laxmandas for ibel ‘The editor was sentenced to
imprisonment for a year and half

9 UC Bha
mens 1 et ik Reenges - ongon 07 1 HeCtom N
10 Har Prasad Az le he Dimane p 122
8 Deepak  Jagdish Chandea  Revenged «n {ondaon
12 Mad
18 Rajputana Times dated Bih August 1885
4 Rajastian Patrika dated 12th \ugust 1885
15 Deepak  Revenged sn Iondon
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The next bolder venture in Hindi journalism came at the
close of ten years, when in 1889, Munshi Samrathdan Charan*
founded the daily ‘Rajasthan Samachar® with a printing press
under his own editorship  The circulation of the paper mnereas-
¢d so raply that the news of the Tumisian war published by 1t
reached Mount Abu fourteen hours before the “PIONEER”*

Thus the establishment of a number of printing presses and
rublication of a number of local daily newspapers gave an mm
petus to the spread of radical ideas In the beginming of the
20th Century, Aymer therefore became the centre of all pro
gressive 1deas for the whole of Rajasthan and central India
‘These 1deas, i course of time, spread over entie Rajasthan
From then people 1 Rajasthan looked to Ajmer for pohucal
gmdance

Murder of Comnusstoner Rand and the involvement of Shyama
1 Krishna Varma

Thus when love for Nationalism was gammng ground m the
country, in the vear 1897 1n Maharashtra Commussioner Rand
and Lt Ayrest were shot dead while they were comng out
from a native hut It was believed that Shyamay was connect-
ed with the murder® But somehow he managed to sail off to
England where he organised Tndia House actvities m 1905,” as
a result of which one of his disciples Madan Lal Dhingra shot
dead Currzon Willy in London on st July 1909®

Shyamayt Krishna Varma was a disciple of Swam Daya
nand Saraswati  After obtaining the Bachelor’s Degree of the
Oxford University he started legal practice i Aymer He was

16 Swmrathdan Charan was disaple of Swamm Dayanand

17 F & P Depit dt Nov 1889 Nos 109110 Intd B NAI

18 Maharishs Dayanands Iife Sketch pp 505506

19 Sediion Commuitee Report pp 45

20 In England be published a monthly Journal called Indian
Socialogrist and India Home Rule League and awarded three scho
larships (which were named alter Herbert Spencer Rana Pratap
wd Svdmm Davcaandt fo dhose Inkas sadems whe antended 2o
continue studies h)gland and had sympathy with the Indian na
tional movement

21 Deepak Jagdwh Chandra Revenged s London pp 31
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a staunch supporter of Swadesh and in collaboration with Seth
Damodar Dass Rathi he started a textile mull at Beawar to popu
fanise Swadestn goods™  Later he was appoited 2 member of
the Udaipur Council and Dewan of the State™ Dunng his <tas
at Udaipur the British Resident tried to persuade the Maha
rana to get nd of Shvamap but to no avail® Thus Shvamap
by his teachmngs prepared the sround for the forthcommng re
volutionaries 1n Rajasthan

Swadeshi Movement i Rajasthan

Along with these actities the Swedeshi morement was alo
endeavouning to awaken the masses tn the last quarter of the
19th century Swam Davanand Saraswati was the first socml
worker who lonn before stressed over the assumption of ‘Swa
deshs  Later the same was taken up by the Bengali nationalsts.
In Rajasthan the first siens of Swadeshi moiement appeared m
Banswara Siroht Mewar and Dunsarpur where the people had
oreanssed themsehies under the leadership of Swami Gownd
Girt who was the mowinz spist behind this orgamation  Tn
this regard Swrohu led the aestators and 2 Sampa Sabha was esta
blished to represent the grievances of the people before the Bri
tish Government™ Under the leardership of Govind G peo
ple bocotted the foreign goods and used Swadeshi goods onh
Swam Govind Girt asked the people to gne up the use of ntoxi
cating drugs also  Thus the Sampa Sabha started to assume 2
polical character and this alarmed the Brtsh Government
Accordinglv by an order of the British Gosernment the Sabha was
disbanded 1n 1908 ™ and the rulers were asked to check the Swa
deshi movement as the Brush Government regarded 1t as ‘an
act of «edition ™  Thus due to the heass repressne pohey of the
Government the Svadeshi movement died an carl death

<2 Yoamn ko deler Lal  Sfyama« Rrafra Farma Dife and
Temes of an Indun Revolutionan p €%

2% Il op €y
2 Md p s2

=> Cehlot IS Rajatian Ao Intor Vel NI p o2
26 b

-7 Maruan Dec t 1



The Indun National Congress and Rmast) n 121

Dt Durbar (1903)

Finding that the polinel atmosphere of the country was
changing very fast and ant-British scntiments were emerging
rapdly lord Curzon trcd to obtain the co operation of the
Indian Princes 1n order to stem the tide of revolutionary activities
With this end in view Lord Curzon the Governor General and
Vieeroy of Tndua anvited a1l the native chicfs to attend the Delhu
Darbar on Ist Jinuary 903" The mvitation was warmly re
ceved by the mtne chils of Rujasthan oxpressing therr feel
mgs of loyalty to the Bntish throne  The Maharajas of Jay
pur Jodhpur, Kishangarh Sirohi Kota  Bikaner cte fully ap
precated the opportumty accorded to them to testify their loyalty
to the throne and expressed their joy and grantude on being in
vited ™ But the invitation was received ¢oofly by Mrtharana Tateh
Smgh of Udupur (Mewiry  The Maharuna howover agreed™
to attend the Dirbar provided he be given a first postion 1n
order of precedence imong all the ruling Princes of India and
it seems thit Mihar i was assured that the due consederation
would be grven to s digmity °

But the general opinion of the nobles nd the people i the
State was against the Milarani s deaston The Maharina was
made to feel thit it was derogatory to his dignity and status
to attend the Darbar ind would impur the prestice which he
enjoyed among the Ragputs ind the Hindus of fadu When he
started for Delle his court poet Barhit heser Singh composed
a poem which was given to hum while on hes way to Delhi The
poct rentinded the Mahtrany of the glorous and heroic tradi
tons of his ancestors who nover submitted to any power nor

28 Tewer dued Mith March 1902 from te € ¢sernor ener it
el Viceroy to all 1 Natne Chieds Wheeler Steplen D€
Tonatn Dol ar p 11 Abu Collcction U nncraty of Rypnenn Ju
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29 Ile Mahiarye of hnhuguh sodig o Rhundy ty Vice
10y tnded hus detter with tlas hotterng yppeal 0 Col aniy the
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paid Nazar to any onc but carned on constant struggle to up-
hold theirr name and fame It appears that the poem created
a deep impression on Maharana s mind and he decided not to
attend the Darbar ° Maharana reached Delhs on 31st December,
1€02 and came to hnow that he had been asuigned a place below
the rulers of Hyvderabad Baroda Mysore and Kashmur, which
was contrary to the assurance gnen to lim™  He, therefore, did
not leave s railway carnage and pretended that *he and his
son had fallen 11l due to the exertion of yourney ™ He informed
Lord Curzon that 1t would not be possible for ham to attend
the reception of the Duke and the Darbar as he was not feel-
g well  But the Maharana s explanation did not carry con
viction with the Viceron  He however could not be persuaded
to leave the carnage and to the extreme vexation of the Gover
nor General of India  Maharana left for Udaipur even before
the first ceremony of the State entry was performed ™

But the rejoicings and enthusiasm <hown by the Princes ran
contrary to popular feebngs 1In fact. the opening of the host-
liies between Russia and Japan at the Russo Japanese war m
1904-05 and the consequent defeat of Russta gave burth to a new
political thinking 1n the countn The new thmking and new
ideas tended to overthrow the established power of the Brtish
and 1o press the Government for practical reforms This kind
of tendency for change and reform was mfluenced by the wnters
of the tme  Bankim Chandra was the greatest name 1n the re
volutionany literature of the late 19th centurs FHis works hke
‘Anandmatha’ and Aapal Kundala® mspired the Bengah revo-
lutonanes i particular and Indan revolunonanes 1n general
With dislike for the exssting order, and with passionate hope and
belief 10 the possibilits of the regencration of India this kind of
Mterature also exercised an mfluence upon the minds and actions
of men i Rajasthan  Shn Chandra Dhar Sharma ‘Gulerr’, 2
patriotic poct of Jaipur wrote a poem which was published n

%2 The poem bore ihe aption Chetawm 12 Chunzua
(U rges to awake)
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a monthly Journal Deshopakarak of Scth Ram Dayal Naveta
of Fatchpur in Shckhawat™

Purnition of Bengal (1905)

Thus when the terronst movement in Bengal had become a
source of insy for the other 1 1es Lord Curzon
the Governor General of India mn order to suppress these acti
vities completely divided Bengal into two parts® But the par-
tiion of Bengal struck enraged the people of Benpal and sadden
ed the Indiwn people  Slocans and warcries rang  throughout
the country and roused the people 1o fight gnmly Bande Mat
ram or Hail to Mother acquired a new «ignificance and came
to be used as the Poltical war cry of Indian nationalism’  The
deaision of the partition of Bengal was vehemently opposed by
the Indian National Congress as this was to scriously interfere
with 1ts social intellectual and matenal progress involving the
loss of various constiutional and other rights and privileges™
and protested agrinst the repressive mieasures adopted by the
authorities m Bengal™

Precantionary  meastires adopted w1 Rapsthan by the natvve
rulers agamst sedition

The ideas which the revolutionanies spread tended to sub
vert the exssting order 1n Bratish India and in every native State
With a view to curbirg their activities the native rulers were ad
vised to take necessary steps to prevent the seditious mectings
the mnfit of 1 y | and ‘expl mate
mal' into ther States™ In 1909 Lord Mmto the Governor
General and Viceroy of India addressd almost all the ruling

35 Chowdhary Ram Natam  Tartoim Ruatlan p 11

36 Lord Curron hnd announced the partinon of Bengal on
16ih Oct 1905 as a measure of admimstratue comemence  But
this infused the feelings of the people which led to 1 fierce 1gitation
m the country

37 Resolunon No NIV 201h Session (1901)  Tndiw Naton
Congress Bombay

38  Resolution No NI 2Ist session (1907 Indiw Natonal
Congress Banaris

39 Home Poll Deposit Oce 1909 Do 16 NAI
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chief< vz of Hivderabad Jaipur Jodhpiwr Udaipur, Bikaner,
Alwar and Dholpur etc stating that *the tme has comz when
we mav advantageously concert measures and prepare a policy
to exclude effectnnely seditious agitation ™ To thus call the na-
tne chiefs repled t wcally,  The Mah of Kota*
Bundy, and the Maharajas of Kishangarh, Japur, Alwar, Bha
talpur and Bihaner assured the Brtsh Government of thew
utmost co-operaion  The Maharaja of Bikaner further demand-
ed “to put a muzzlc on that portion of the venomous press in
India + hich does <o much harm and which 10 a great extent
15 responsible for all the <enous unrest and violent cnmes n
India *“ In combating with the seditous propaganda the Maha-
raja suggested that instead of “merely acting on the defensne
we <hould embark on an offensne campargn by wav of gomng
about Briush Incha addressing audiences, speaking to the peo-
ple ctc and by all other means attempt to destrov the seeds
of poson sown by seditionssts and agitators and ta counteract
therr baneful influence

Thus to prevent the wave of terronist movement in Rajas
than the chiefs of Jaipur Jodhpur. Bikaner, Kota Udatpur,
Bundi Kishangarh and others ssued varous proclamations
notifications and Acts preventing ‘sedition and anarchism’ i
therr States® In 1908 Maharaja of Bikaner enforcing the Ex
plosive Act® prolibited the eniry of Subedar Sabal Smgh, Re-
crining Ofheer  104th Rufles in Bikaner, in the Bikaner ternton
and amultancously warned the other States too” Jn the <ame

10 Tetter dated Gth Auzust 1909 from Lord “Minto to the
Natne Cluefs Foreigu Deptt Abu Collection Unn, of Ray Ju
pur

11 Letter dt 2ah August 1909 from Maharao of howa to
Voo Rogoan Do Sow Collenon

42 Letter dt 2%th Dec, 1909 from she Maharaja of Bilaner
to the Viceror  Yoregn Deptt Abu Collection

43 Latter dt 2%h Dec, 19 op at  Abu Collecion

o rbad

40 B AP IDepit Int Reb 1910 Nos 2330 Pant A N
Home Fol Depour Oa 199 No 16 N\

. Home Pol Deposnt. Oct 1909 No 16 NAT

17 8 &P Notes Int Dec 1909 No 40 NAT
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year Tonk Newspaper und Explosive Subwtances Regulitions were
enforced and @ bin was imposed on the editions mectings in
Sirohi™ In 1909, a procdumitim was eucd by the Mabarags
of Jupue preventing the scditions activitics m the Stite ® S
hrly the other States Tike Dholpur Dungarpur Karauh Shal
war and Shilipure abo enforeed such awets £ provent the seds
tiots mectings and hterwure 16 thar Sties”

A notification was waued by the Jupur Dutbar protabiting
the arculition of certun nationilist newspipers ke that of
Kharim Yogin Amnt Bazar Purkn Rashtramst hal Kesars and
Zamindar, et and their entry mto the St The mun reson
of supprosang thes hewspijurs wis that they were bitterly at
ticking the repressne poley of the Stite A number of news
papers which were Cierying sadiious literature were imtereepted
al Jodhpur® )iy mteresthing o note that even the Aryy Stney
lierature was banned and pursons carrymg such litersture were
ordered to be nrrested - Certadn other publications caerying anti
Briwsh propag inda were proscribed by the order of the Jalpue Dhare
bar™

In this context it s sigmficant (hal onc Miss I'etin A D
Nirop o feiend of anti Britsh exteemint im Pans had requested
for an appointment i the Bikaner Stite but e request was
not only refused by the Miharaps of Bikaner but cven precay
tion 1ty me ssures were adopted to prevent hee cmployment in the
other States of Rajusthun® Bevides some other apecial mersure,

4B Hame Pol 1 pesit Ot 1000 No 0 NAD
495 R 1 Notes fut July 1000 Nos 10179 NAS
T Notes [t Teh B0 Nes 1T Bae A NS
Mo Hane Tel B oIch 1910 No BN
f2OF R E Int Mardi 1010 Nov BZRT Paut A NAE Homs
Pl B oy 010 No 19 NAS
Bl Dt Sad 1010 Nes B2Z8S P A NAE
PORE Searet | M tHo S 2 A NAD
TR Seaet Mach 1910 N PURT Lan 3N
!
i

3 Sanet 1 Anginn 1910 Nes {070 N
R0 b fuse FHD Ne 18 NAL
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were adopted by the natne States to prevent and suppress the
seditious activities 1n Rapsthan ™ Thus th= preaching and publi
cation of sedition agamnst the Briish was prohibited and any at
tempt to ncite disloyalty towards the Briish was declared an
“offence’

Atunde of Maharaja Alwar

In this context, the atutude adopted by Maharaja Jai Singh
Deo of Alwar 1s worth noting It appears that he was not pre
pared to accept Bntain as a supreme power and was not happy
with the conunuvance of Briush rule m India. The Maharaja
even suggested to the Bnish Gosernment that “‘dunng the visit
of His Excellency the Vicerov 1o the Alwar State at the Palace,
where His Excellency will reside the flag of ks State should
flh "™ 1t was reported that the Maharaja declined to Jower down
hus flag to half mast on the occasion of the death of His Majesty
kg Edward VHI™ Later an enquin was conducted “agamnst
the attitude and tendencies of the Maharapy Alwar’™ These
were the reasons that the British Government discouraged the
Englishmen for coming out 1z India for service under the Abwar
Darbar

Revol, 3 activities in R h

But the procl and notifi 1ssued by the patne
States could not prevent the sedstious and resolutionary actnties
i Rajasthan  The newspapers d to attack
on the repressive policy of the States® The Indian Musalmans

58  For istancee 1o suppress  the  sedimous  aanmiues apeaz!
staft was recwted m Jupur The Jupur Darbar alled Sardar
Buhan Singh Dv SP “Punjab speailly for the purpose b & P
Depr, Seaer. T Marcdu 1916 “Nos 711 \Al

\“59 F & P Depu. Nowex. Sec. 1 Apnl 1999 5 27 Pant A

& F &P De

tars nor 152 \“pu Appendix 11 10 Notes, Seact I Mards
F1F &P Depu. Appendix I Nos 112 op at NAl
€2 F & P Depu. Est, Feb, 1916 161162 Part B N\ Al
63 F L P Deput Int, Mav 1913 Not HAIGE NAT
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were also thinking 1n terms of starting anti Brtish  activities
Tor instance, a translation of an Urdu pamphlet was sent from
Shanghar to Mobammedans m all parts of India iciting them
agamnst Brtish i India®

At this time vanous revolutionary groups of Northern India
were 1n close contact with each other along with the group of re
volutionaries 1 Rajasthan  In Rajasthan three groups were
functiomng  once under Arjun Lal Seth: operating from Jaipur
second, under Kesri Singh Bharhat of Kota and third under Rao
Gopal Singh of Kharwa and Damodardass Rathi from Ajmer®

Arpun Lal Setht and s revolutionary group

Duc to the prolubitive regulanitics atmosphere i Jaipur was
extremely suffocating and there was no room to express one’s
ideas  Even the students were not to be permutted to stage any
drama without obtasning previous permission of the State* TIn
this atmosphere, Arjun Lal Sethi” and his revolutionary group was
planming to protest agamst the Brnush  Scthis msttution was
attended by a number of revolutionaries who came from the differ-
ent parts of the country™

61 Tbad

65 Choudhry Ram Narmn  Partman Rygutien pp .a.7

€6 Ihe students of 4 Jaspur school wanted to stape 4 drann
mamely NekiBadi but pomussion wis not accorle! € hondhry

N op «at

67 Arjun Lal Seths son of Late Jawahirld was 1 gradunte of
Allahabad and had 1 good command over Lughsh Hindi and Per
uan  He started a school nimed Jan Vardhman Patshala and o
hostel at Glit he Balap ot Jupur wlich soon became the centre
of suditous nstruction (Home Pol A June 1918 Nos 281307
and K W NAI)  One Seth kalyw Mal used to asust these
sututions finmaally  Dunng the st days of 1911 or 1712 a part
of the Tosted was shuftcd to the howse of Gulibdiand Badla where
young men were raned under the gudanee of 1 Sikh gentleman
The sctool way Bnally closed an Dec 1913 when Arjun Ial Seiln
proceeded 1o Indore and arranged 10 open 1 scl ook tiere with o
finncial hidp of 1 local merdhant  (Home Pol A June 1918 Nos
281407 and KW

(8 Choudhawry Ram Narun Fartman  HRajssthan p 2
Ram Narain (‘hou((harv fiad vissted Sethi s school 1n July 1913 to
«ek an admission for his younger brother Jugal hishore” where he
s that a boy of five or six years way singing ¢ song Swadest1 Rk
Blaje Danka
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Arjun Lal Sethy was first notced as a revolutionary <uspectn
February, 1913 when a mistenious Hinds letter addressed from
Indore to Amur Chand (<entenced to death wn the Dzlhi conspir-
acy casc) was mtercepted Further enquines made m this con
nection revealed that a voung man named Sheo Naram had been
aswocrated with Arjun Lal Seth: as a teacher i the Jatpur School
and had accompamzd him to Indore  This was dicloed by
Sheo Narain that the Jaipur School of which Arjun Lal was the
recogninad bead was both pohmical and educational and that ats
poliical goal was the attamment of Swara)  Anun Lal Seths
was of the view that in order to rare funds for pohtical ends<
the commussion of dacosties and murders was bgiimate  Later
a murder was commtted by this croup known as Arrzh murder
case or Nime) murder case””

An account of the Jaipur <chool of Arjun Lal Sethi as gnen
in the Intelicence Reports of the Government of Indma reads *

Engquin anto the antececerts of the student Chotelal who
ts now under trial m the Delhi conspiracy case, has led to the dis
covens of a pohitical accociation at Jaspur which aims at estat'ish
1ng Swaray’ in the countn by means of the <ecret <oCinzs
This ascocation was formed in 1906 1n the guise of an educa
tional sampu, hoown as the All India Jain Educational Soceets
by an dnadual named Arjun Lal who appears to Fold a posi
ton of some mmportance 0 the Jam world At the same ume
Arjun Lal opeped 4 school ard bostel at Jarpur all three mstity
nons are bemg supported by public subweniption As far as has
been ascertamed, politnal work has been goirg on sxde by sde
sath religiogs irstruction Argan Lal by his rrezching attracted
a number of youths to his school from tme to tume whom be
utlised as preachers, undertahing 17 retum 1o mattan them and
gne them funtber mstrucuon. ™

€0 Home Il A Jire 1918 Som 21307 4ot KWL NAL
0 Ibid
1rd

72 Hom~ Pol B Mav 1914 Nos 127140 N\l
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Thus Arjun Lal Sethi's school became the centre of revo
lutionary actvities 1 Rajasthan, where the workers were to be
tramned for the terrorist activities A group of revolutionanies
some of whom were attached to Sethr’s school planned a murder
of a Mahant

Nimey Murder Case

On 20th March 1913, the Nimej murder was commuitted by
one Vishaudutta™ along with threc boys of Arjun Lal Sethr's
school somewhere near Mughal Sarai (in Shahabad Dustrict)
1n which the lives of a Mahant and his boy servant were taken ™
To get some money for the attamnment of ‘Swaray’, Vishnudutt,
Manak Chand,” Moti Chand Jorawar Singh and Jai Chand™
prepared a plan and under the gidance of Vishnudutt the party
left for Benaras where it was jomed by Zorawar Singh  They
murdered the Mahant and his boy servant but could not secure
any cash except a2 tune prece and a drinking pot” and returned
to Scthr’s school empty handed * In fact in this Nimey Mur-
der case the master mnd which planned the conspiracy was
that of Arjun Lal Seth: This fact 1s corroborated by the state~
ment of Vishnudutt who accepted that *Arjun Lal Sethh pard
the part of the travelling expenses of the party that set out to
execute the crime ™™

78 He was a swudent of Mimzapur Distnct and bad visited
the school of Arjun Lal Setht with the object of teaching resolunon
ary 1deas

71  Statement of Prosecution witness No 197 Manak Chand
n Dclhl conspiracy case Home Pol A July 1914 Nos 12 NAI

Dunng the tnal Manah Chand turned approver and ob

tamed pardon

76 Statement of Prosecution witness No 197 op at NAIL
Vishnudutt was a close friend of Arjun Lal Setht Sedsron Com
miltee Report, p 128

77 Sedition Commsttee Report p 128

78 Home Pol, A June 1918 Nos 2813507 and h W NAI

79 Ibd
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present a youth of 19 years named Ram Lal”™ who was cngage
ed 1 studying Sawarkar s book ‘War of Independence’ and a
proscribed work on Arbindo Ghosh  Ram Lal alias Chotey
Lal Jain was scparated away from Abodh’s house by Arjun Lal
Scthi Thus Arjun Lal Scthi was in close touch with Amir-
chand  The Brissh Government thercfore during the scarch
reached the conclusion that the  youth (Ram Lal alas Cheoty
Lal Jan) was undoubtedly planted 1n Delln for some political
purpose, and he was being fed on extremely inflammatory matter,
probably with a view to bringing lum up as the perpetrator of
some future political outrage ™ During the investigation the
police charged that there 18 cvidence agamnst Chotey Lal alias
Ram Lal *of his nving Icfit home under suspicious circumstan
ces and of his passing humself off in Delhn under an assumed
name also of the fact that he was keenly nterested in revolu
tionary politics that he was associated with Amurchand and
Abodh Behart and that he was to bring a hand bag (probably
containing a bomb) to Ras Behari Bose at Saharanpur™  Thus
he was charged under Scetion 302 Indian Penal Code, 120(B),
Indun Penal Code and 4 5 and 6 of the Act VI of 1908 and
was arrested with Lala Anurchand in conncction with the Delht
conspiracy case

Arrest of Arjun Lal Seths

Though therc was no direct evidence of the nvolvement
of Arjun Lal Scthi cither n the Delht conspiracy case or in
Nimey murder case, Scths was kept under custody for some time
t Indore Sail and afterwards was sent to  Jaipur On 5th
December, 1914, Arjun Lal Scthy was sentenced to five years®
imprsonment without trial by the Jarpur Darbar on the allega

87  His real name wis Choteylal In fact he wis tiken to
Delin by 11l Amirchand for revolutionary trumng  He belong
ed to 1 Jun communnty of Jatpur and wrs hughly anfluenced by the
texchmgs of Aryun Lal Scils Home Pol A July 1914 Nos 12
NAL

88 Ifome Tol A, July 1914 Nos 12, NAT
80 Jbud
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tion that he was “concerned m political conspurzcies and was
dangerous to the public peace and Likely to be <0 wm tke future
alo * To avold untoward wncdents the Maharap of Japur
reauzsted toe Britich Government to tran<fer Arjun Lal Sethr
from the Jawpur State and to confine hum elsewhere  Accord-
el the Brush Government issued a warrant under Regula-
1 [ of 1818 and Sethr was <ent to the Vellore Jail i the
Nadras Presidencs © This created an wproar 1t the countny
ard manv pational leaders, assocrations and newspapers oo
demred the acuon of the Jarpur State™ *Modem Review™
and ‘Amrit Bazat Patnka™ publicly cniticised the repressne
poliy of Jaur State and demanded the release of Sethu  All
Indiz National Congress m 1ts Calcutta session expressed the con-
cern over the detention of Arjun Lal Sethy 2nd a<ked the Govern-
mant to concede bus demands ™ Arjun Lal Sethy repeatedly request-
ed the Bniush Government to release him and was reads to ghe
an undertalune that “he will prove himself Joval to the Briush
Kmng™" He even suggested that baving an ‘mflusace 1 Jain
community he will be able to collrct a hupe amount of monzy
for the welfare of Bniuch Empue™ Later, howeser, Arjun Lal
Sethi was released mn 1920 under the geperal ameesty granted
to the prisomers on the cordition that he will not enter m the
Japur State terntory without tre previous consent of the Maka-
raja of Jaipur™  As a re<ult of his long imp-isonment he could

0 Home Pol. A June, 1918 Nos. 281307 and R W, \AI
91 Letter dt. Tth Julv 1918 from Apr Prasad Jan, Seae
1arv Jan Polinal Conference to tle Private Seaetan 1o the Seat
tan of State for India  Home Pol, A June, 1918 No< 2312397,
and RW, N4l
2 New Indiz, dr. 2nd Feba 1913
93 Modern Retew, dr 15th March, 1913
% Amnt Bazr Potnba, dt 10 Feb, 1915
Siarzmava P, Hustory of Congress {Hinds edinon) p 155
Memonial dr Nl from Anjun Lal Sett: o H E tte Gon

¢rnor Genenal and Vaceroy of Indiz Home TPol, A June 1918 Noo
22177 and RW, NAL

a7 Ihd

s Telegram No 140 dt 16th Janv, 120 from the S0
to the Gosernment of Indu to the Searetary to the Government of
Madras. Hom~, Pol, A Jany, 1920, Nos. 3184323, NA1
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not get, even after hus release, respect from the Jain community
and out of shear frustration he embraced Islam and later died
in Durgah at Ajmer™

Delhi corspiracy case (Hardinge-Bomb case) who was the real
accused?

One of the very interesting episodes which took place dur
ing the tral of the Dulhi consprracy case was that the whole
case was baed on carcumstantial evidence and that there was
lack of dircet evidence’ To quote the words of Mr Alston
“However, as there was no direct evidence on the pont and
as 1t mught be thought indirect evidence was not sufficient 1n at-
self to bring home legal proof we have not set out the Delhi-
Bomb outrage in the way we have set out the later Lahore
Garden’s bomb case ™ Dehvering the yudgment Mr Harrnon,
temporary additional Sessions Judge, Delhi, obscrved,'™ *“There
1s certamly no legal proof on the subject and 1t 1s merely an
mteresting comexdence that two months after the plan of cam-
paign was formed in Lahore, a bomb precisely similar to those
used 1n recent outrages 1n Calevtta and to that used in May,
1913, m Lahore was thrown at Delhs and that the two accused
who stand charged with having actually perpetrated that Lahore
outrage, were absent from Lahore when this happened Al-
though there 1s ro proof that this orgamsation had any hand
i the throwing of the Delhi bomb, the lterature which they
published soon after shows how cowardly the members approv-
ed of this outrage ™" Though Balmukund was arrested
and hanged 1 conncction with “Hardinge-Bomb® case® yet, 1t 1s

99 Jam Apt Prasad Agyat Jeewan, pp 117120 Prayag 191

100 Judgment delvered by Mr M Harmnson Temporary Ad
diional Seisions Judge Dellu i the Dellu Lahore Comprtacy Crse
Home, Pol A Jany 1915 Nos 131137 NA{

JLT ]

102 According to Dima Nath, who turncd approver the man
accused w the conspiracy were Abad Behin, Balmukund and Dina
Nath

103 Judgment wn Delln Conspwacy Case, op af, NAL
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belizved that Thalur Jorawar Singh Barhat, an ex hemdar of
the Mzharan of Jodhpur who was weanng burba, bad thrown
2 bomb from Marwant Librany, Chandm Chowl, Delh, and re-
mamed abwonded with his revolutionary cousin Kunwar Pra
1ap Singh Barkatr

Aesni Srgh Burkar ard the Koa gro up of revol it oraries

Lide Arjan Lal Sethn, ke Swch Berhat hed formed 2
<mall grosp of revol.tionanss at hota, the rmportant members
of which were D Guru Duit, Laxem MNaram, Hiralal Lebin
and others Kesn Singh Barhat was of thz vew that on the
hiozs of Bineal <ecret woirties <ecret soci=ties <hould alo be
formed 1n Rajacthan and soung men <bould amularls be prepar-
ed o wne the coamn Accordine o him, the funds <hoald
be raced or collectad by wav of dacemiss a~d murders 2nd
the money thus collected <hould be <pent 1n estathdurg the
<ecret <ocetrrs, mnstitutions and 1n collecting arms. He was alo
of the view that to make public opruon favourablz revolaon
an Iterzture <hould be prnted and distmbitad  The wlumsts
object of lus group was to obtam ‘Swara)® *

Murder of Sadk.t at Ko'a

The group therefore. to obtam funds for the reahisation of
uts object, prepared a plan under the gwdance of Kemn Swich
Barhat and his ascocutes 10 kil a wealthy sadbu of Jodbp.r
According to the plan one Piary Lal Sadbu was to be called to
Kota throush one Ram Karan who was well koown to the
Szbdu  Accordirg to the phin Ram Karan reach~d Jodbpur and
brouskt the wealthy Sadhu to hota successfulls *  His lodgirg ar-

10t Decpal. Jagdish Prasad [ eenged in Fenten (1954
10> Fudence m hoa Murder Lae Ri'e No 3 of 1811 Ry
iu\xlc Ardnves Tlaner (u) Sec, I May 1916 N\os 6567 F A P

1% Evderce tn tte hoa Murder cac Ll No 3 of 1911
Raj. State Arctnes I laner Sec. 1 May 191 Now 6567 F & 1
Deptr, Nl
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rangements were made 1 the Rajput Boarding House " At
this stage, the plan of Sadhus assassmnation was implemented
According to the plan poison was to be mixed with milk and
given to the Sadhu but when there was no effect on Puary Lal
Sadhu Hwa Lal Lahin stabbed the Sadhu to death on 25th
June, 1912° In spitc of the vehement search the police could
not lay its hands on anybody till after six months when a letter
wrtten by Ram Karan to kesn Singh Barhat in code language
was recovered by the police In this letter Ram Kkaran had
stated that the flour might have become rotten by then and
may be therefore thrown to the fishes m the Chambal ™
This was interpreted to mean that the remaws of the Sadhu
should now be thrown imto the river to remove any sign of evt
dence 1 case an enquiry 1s made mto the matter **

When the conspiracy came to Iight during the search of
Arjun Lal Sethr’'s school at Indore Kesr1 Singh Barhat Hira
Lal Lahin Ram Karan and Hiralal Jalor: were arrested and
prosecuted for the murder of the Sadhu During the tral one
of the accused Laxmu Lal Kayastha turned approver but Jora
war Singh went underground and in spite of a reward of
Rs 500 offered by the State of Kota™ for the arrest he could
not be captured As a result of the prosecution twenty years®
mmpnsonment was awarded to Kesnn Singh Barhat Hiralal
Lahin and Ram karan and seven years mmprsonment for Hira
lal Jalonn™ After some time Kesri Singh was released by mus
take * under the general amnesty granted to Indian prisoners
after the first world war in 1919

107 Ewidence 1n hota murder case File No 3 of 1914 op at
Ra) State Archives Bikaner

108 Home Pol B July 1914 Nos 124128 NAI F & P
Deptt NAI Sec I May 1916 Nos 6567

108 File No 3 of 1911 Raj State Archines Bk T & P
Deptt Sec I May 1916 Nos 6567 NAI

110 Ibid

111 Home Pol B Dec 1914 Nos 227229 NAI

112 Home Pol B Dec 1914 Nos 227229 NAI

113 Int June 1920 Nos 471487 Part B (Pnnted) F & P
NAT
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Ruo Gopal Sirgh of Akarwa ard Revolumorznes

In the revolstionany activities of the pre-Gandbnn penod
m Aymer Rao Gopal Singch of Rharwa™ s the pnzapel acter
and Seth Damodar Das Rath~ of Rarshana Ml Lid, Bea-
war, was the man who financed these actnues, <heltzred promun
eqt revolutonan~s apd  ercourn—~d Swoadeshh  mdustnzst
Kharwa becams the cenure for refucz of revolouonanes. Rao
Gorel Simch of Kharwa usad to collect anms for the revo's
uonanes and for the asastanee m b revol.tionzn actnauss k2
apponted Bhep Singh, 2Bas Vips Singh Pathil, wko <oea be-
carz his nicht kand men™  Rzo Gopal S.ogh Rkarwa kad alo
<zcret contacts with Rash Bzhan Bose™ a great Indma rvo-
lutionans ard through hum with otber revolestiozanzs of Northera
India. The Ajmer group of revolatienanss, m fact, was Lnsenth
ed dunng the tral of Nimzy runder case and of thz hotz mor-
der case ™ In this connectio Durecter of Crimunal Intelucsnce re-
ported as follows *
* Gopal Smgh and Kewn Singh were mued up with tbe
<edinomists 10 Bntrch India and were funkenm~ plats
and conspiracees directh  2ffecting Brh Indm. Wh=
the Thakur was caBed upon to explam he <pua cdt an
evasne statement mouth after mouth, and meanwhike oo
unved his plotung, and remamed 1 possess o1 of 22 ex-
tra-o~diman arseral of fire arms and a2mmumtions”™
The Brush Gosernment had taken 2 vern <emouas wiew of

114 Rao Gopal Sirch of hbamwa a pro—nent Iy mmraedar’
©f thi place was Y e leader of the rrohtonan~s.

11> Shm Raths was a vers courzgecus man He was m o
coriact wath Shvarap hnhna \amm and Aando Ghodu Boh
the revolunonanes had staved with Raths several umes dunez v ar
vatan Rapstan Choudhin R N\ Jertmen Repesfzn pp 50

G Deepat. Jasdish Prashad  Reerzed v Lo-2on, hel2
Bhugwan Das - Desds Poon At § r Joznn p oF

117 Choudisy RN\ Fertmen fourhen pp 2020

112 It 35 2l belmed 12t when 2 bomb was ' rown on Lo d
Hardioze tn Clandrs Chowk, Dells on 23rd Dec, 1910 Rash Betan
was abo present tere Saxena S Pa fab Jeenaw

N9 F RP D-pt Seoet. I March, 1917, Nos 129 NAL

120 Ihd



The Indian Natwonal Gongress and Rejasthan 137

the Rao’s actvities and accordingly the AGG 1n Rajsthan
had warned him to keep away from his seditious activities  But
Rao Gopal Singh did not pay any heed to 1t and continued to
plan for an armed revolt to get rd of the Brtsh durng the
first” world war

Plot for a revalt during the first world war

in 1914, when the first world war broke out in Europe
the revolutionancs tried to make capital out of it by planning
an armed revolt in Northern India The key figures in this con-
spiracy were Rash Bebant Bose and Schundra Nath Sanyal™
Gopal Singh of Kharwa was also n league with Rash Behart
Bosc 1n the Lahore Plot * Mamilal, as a messenger of Bose,
visited Kharwa 1n the middle of February, 1915, and delwered
the message that 21st February, 1915, was the day for the revo.
Jution which would begin with an attack on Delti by Rash Behary
Boce, with torces which he would bring from the Punjab In
the message Rao Gopal Singh was asked to join the revolution™
for which he had promused to help them with men and mate.
mal  Rao was cven hopeful to have the co-operation of Sir
Pratap 1n casc the rebeliion broke out™ Rao Gopal Singh and
Bhoop Singh alias Viay Singh Pathik wasted for scveral hours
for the signal m a jungle ncar the Ajmer-Nasirabad Railway
track Bhop Singh was deputed by Rash Behars Bose n Raj
asthan to keep an cyc on the steps Maharaja Ganga Singh of
Bikaner and Sir Pratap of Jodhpur took to join hands with the
terrorists to help get the throne of Dethi for the Maharana Fateh
Singh of Mewar If Rash DBchann succeeded at Delln with
army dctachments from Multan, Lahore and Mcerut and onc
other place (may be Delhu), the armies of Jodhpur and Bika-
ner were to march under Rao Gopal Sigh of Kharwa for the

121 ihd

£22 Sealuon Commmer Repunt

123 Statement of approver Mandal T 8 P Secret, I March,
1917, Nos 129, NAI

121 Ibd

125 Jbud
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Director Cruminal Intelligence, said »* “This 15 the first really
serious case we have had on any one disobeymg the order of
a local Government ™ However, Rao sursendered in a temphe
of Shwvji at Salambad 1n Kishangarh State on 28th August 1915
after an assurance gnen by Mr Kaye, Inspector General of
Police, Aymer, that he will be treated “as a poliical prisoner

Subsequently the Denaras conspiracy case was withdrawn and
he was sentenced to two Years' simple imprsonment by the
District Magistrate Ajmer, for “a breach of rules framed under
the Defence of India Act® ™ Rao asked for legal assistance
but it was refused bv the Commussioner savin  that when
Kharwa® was taken over the Treasury was empty ” The
mhabitants of the Kharwa willage also requested the Govern
ment to release Rao Gopal Simgh * but with no cuccess Rao
Gopal Singh Kharwa was detaned at Tihar Jail in Shahjahanpur
under Benpal Repulation Act, 1818

Actuvittes of Pratap Singh Barhat and Sackundra Nath Sanyal
As Arun Lai Sctht Kesry Singh Barhat Rao Gopal Singh
of Kharwa were arrested the leaderstip passed mto the hands
of Pratap Singh Barhat * Bry Mohanlal' and Chotey
Lal** Pratap Singh Barhat was an enthusiastic revolutionary
and once agam a conspiracy for an armed revolt was planned
i collaboration of dissatisfied elements of the Indian Army

131 F & I Seeret 1 March 1917 Nos 120 NAT

135 hid

137 The Gosernment of Indir cancelled his sanad as an I
mrardar and decdared hss cstite ns forfowed T & 1 Depir Searct
T March 1917 Nos 120 NAT

137 Deepak Jagdish Chandra  Jtevenge! in London

138 F & P Int July 1916 Jart F Nos 136137 NAI

139 Secret T May 1918 Nos 212 NAI

140 Pratap Singh Tarhat was the <on of Resn Singh rarhat
He was of stort ttature of fair comploxion small eved an anfluen
tal personality  Choudhary R N op at pp 3032

M1 He was Supantendent of Art School Jatpur

12 He had come back to Japur after being acquited m
Deltn Yomds ease for lack of evidence
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Ping'er was <ent to Meernt © It was decided that Sir Reganald
Kradoh, Home Member of the Government of India may be <hot
dezd as a sinal for the revolt by the Mecrut and other garmcons™*
The responsibalits to shoot Srr Reginald Kradoh'™ was ertrusted
10 Jar Chand * who was staving mn Hardwar i the Ashram of
Baba hali hamhwala © Ram Naramn Choudhry, who was also
a member of the groap of Rajasthan revolutionanss was ash
ed to go to Handwar and to bring Jar Chand for the purpese
In spite of the stnct police zrrangements Ram Narain Choudbn
could reach the Achram of Baba Kali hamlwala, but Jar Chard
expressed his mab v to perform the work as ‘he was bas
11 a dacoity ence Ram Naramn Choudhry had to retamn
empty kanded Now the work of assassination was entrustsd to
Pratap Simgh Barhat, bat mesdentally Sir hradok did not tum up
on the date fixed for the purpose of assassmation and this saved
fim * On the other hand Pinelev was arre<ted m the barracks
of 12th Cavalry in Meerut cantonment along with a box of ums
bombs whch were sufficient to anmhilate bha'f a Remiment™
Thus one more attempt for an armad revolt fatled

Arrest of Pratap Sinzh Burhat and Beraras conspiracy cuse

In due course the warrants for the arrest of Pratap St1vh
Barhat were 1ssued n Beraras con<piracy case but he went under
ground and became 2 comrounder 1n a Hospital 1 Hiderabed

143 Choudhn R \, op et pp 50-32 Ram \aran Clouh
n Bimsell was 3 member of this group and was imohed an *1%
compiracy

144 Choudhn R N\ Op at pp 3052

45 Samal Sacundra Nath  Pundr Jeeuan Part 11 p 3%
Choudhn R N\ Tartman Rapast/an, pp 3032
146 Jar Chand was a member of the group of Rajachin re-

1

168 and was ab d since the “me) murder @ase
147 Cloudhry Ram Naramn op at, pp 3032
MR phd,
149 Ihed,

10 Sedition Comruttee Report, p 154
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(Sind) ™ In the meantime Police came to know something
about the whereabouts of Pratap and thus reached Japur and
began to enquire abowt Pratap from an Oswal familv  This
Oswal family due to harassment given by the polce disclosed that
Pratap was in Hyderabad but instead of Hyderabad (Sind) the
family gave an address mm Hyderabad (Diccan) The police
rushed 1n scarch of Pratap to Hyderabad (Deccan) Meanwhile
Jaipur associates sent Ram Naraim Choudhry to Hyderabad
(Sind) so that Pratap may seek shelier at some safer place *
On hearing about his scarch he left Hyderabad and on his return
Pratap thought 1t proper to drop down at Ashanada station near
Jodhpur and to contact the Station Master who was also 2 mem
ber of thewr group  But a few days ago a parcel of Bombs was
discovered at the station and the Station Master 1n order to save
himself had turned an approver This led to the arrest of Pra
tap Thercafter he was tried 1n connection with the Benaras
conspiracy case and was d to five years e
According to the judgment ‘ Prataps scrvices were utiliscd by
the consprrators to get mto touch with the disaffected people 1n
Central India and Pratap supported the conspirators ™ ™

Ram Naran Choudhry and his actvities

When Pratap Singh Bathat had got down at the Ashanada
Station it was decided that Ram Narain Choudhry would wait
for Pratap n Brkaner  As such when Pratap did not reach Bika
ner as per plan, Ram Naram Choudhry wrote out a letter to the
Station Master at Ashanada™ This gave a hint to the police
and within three days CTD Inspector Magan Raj Vyas reached
Bikaner to arrest Ram Naram Choudhry™ But due to the m-

151  In Hyderabad (Sindh) alio Pratap used to propagate re
volutionary ideas among the youths Choudhary R N “op au,
pp 3231

152 Ram Narain  Fartman Rajasthan pp 3231

153 Judgmim m Dours mpaaty (e T AT Depn
Sec 1 March 1917 Nos 129 NA

164 Ibed

1585 Choudhary Ram Narun Op ct, pp 3536

156 Ibd
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fluence of houdhry s uncle he was not arrested Ram Narain
Choudhry immeduately left Bihaner for Japur and m Jaipur it
was decided that to avoud arrest he should go underground and
may stay at Sambher with one hnshna Sodhant™”

In November 1915, when long mmpnsonments had already
been awarded to Sachindra Nath Sanyal and Pratap Singh Barhat
1n Benaras conspiracy case, Ram Naramn Choudhry returned to
home town m Neem ha Thana (District Sihar) but Choudhny
was being shadowed by the CID Inspector Magan Raj Viyas
Now it was decided to shoot down the CID Inspector  Accord-
g to the plan Ram Narain Choudhry was to enrace Magan Raj
Vias 1n Edward Memonal and Chotey Lal would shoot him
but the plan however could not be implemented **  Later Ram
Narain Choudhry accepted the job of a teacher m a Middle
Scloo! in Ramearh (Shekhawau) and assembled once asam a
grotn of revolutionaries * But this group could not undertake
anv actinaty worth noting

Revolutionary actnities at Jaipur

In 1915 one Jan Vakil entered the group of revolutionanes
m Japur  In 1915, ot was decided to distnbute 2 pamphist
acamnst the Resident and the Prime Miuster of Jaipur™ The
draft was prepared by Ram Naram Choudhry and the pamphlet
was cvelosteled by the Jam Valal at a cycle stall and was distnn
buted bv the Manager of *Vyanjana Vilas Company®* On the
next day the pamphlet was found affixed on all the important

157 hrshna Sodhani was alwo one of the members of the ye-
volutionary group of Caleutta Choudhry R. N Fartman Rep
asthan pp 336

1% Choudhny RN op ar pp 3738

139 The members of this group were Pal Rrshna Poddar
Lauman Prsad and Moulal Prehlad Cloudhry R. N op af,
1p 4243

160 Choudhry Ram “arain op ar pp 2930

161 To propagate tle revolutionary ideas the group of Ram
Narain Choudhn opened a company under tle name Vyanpm
Vilas Compamy  Choudhry Ram  Narain  Jartman  Rep sthan
pp 2930
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gates schools Colleges Pahces,\:l‘;ohée\smuo;s et TQ‘:’
Police removed the pamphlet but the. mssidn was already ful |
filled™  After a vigorous 53 Nhe. cy 2! . mphlet’
was captured from the residence of the Jan Vakil. In s 1A
torture he did not disclose the plan and thus further aiTests were
averted *

Fust World War and the Indan atitude

During the years when the extremusts at times resorted to
terrorist activties and various repressive measures were under
taken the Congress was organising a mass movement agaimnst
forergn domination At this juncture the advent of Mahatma
Gandhi with a novel techmque to fight against the foreign rule
was significant  As the leader of independence movement he
thought that non violent efforts could alone compel the alien
rulers to withdraw ~ As an admurer of the Enghish people and as
one dedicated to democracy and peace, he was prepared to help
the British when the Ist world war broke out He conducted
poltical with and il d
hus followers and 1 Is to place ly
at the disposal of the authorities An unprecedented enthusiasm
appeared mn the country and India offered all what she had in
this hour of necessity '

Response from the Native States

The response from the Native States was very enthusiastic
and spontaneous The Princes were so eager to co operate with
the Brtish venture that they even placed therr personal services
at the disposal of His Majesty Therr sentiments can be sum
med up m the simple words of one of them *what orders has

162 1bd
163 Itid
164  Ibd

165 Expressing the sentiments of loyalty Mrs Saropmt Nadu
had said Lo I have flung to the East and West Priceless Trea
sures torn from my breast And yielded the sons of my stricken womb
To the drum beats of duty the sabres of doorn  Indian Contnbu
tions 1 the War, Vol 1
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my hang for me and my troops »  The Maharaja of Bikaner
was the first to offer fus services telecraphically to Hus Majesty
and the Viceron The Maharaja sad I and m\ troops are
ready and prepared to go at once to am place vou command
But whether mv troops ¢an be wsed ar the present or not 1
would earnestly ask, vour Excellency at least to give myself an
opportunity for that perconal mulitary service of khing Emperor
and the Empwe which 15 my Iighest ambiion as a Rathore
Cheef ™

The example was followed by almost ali the Chiefs of Raj
asthan  Sir Pratap of Jodhpur, at the npe old age of <eventy
vears msisted on goug to the battle field *for that was the place
for 2 Rajput and accordmngly was permutted to go to the war
front™ A resolution was passed by the Representatne Assemb
Iy of Bikaner reiteraung *loyalty and devotion of the Bihaner
subjects to the person and throne of His Majesty the hung Em
peror '™ The <enices rendered by the natne chinfs n men and
material were remarhable  The State of Bikaner sent its famous
Ganea Rusala and Sadul Light Infantn to the Middle East
(Egvpt) war front where they operated for four years™ Thke
Bihaner State contnbutions in all forms amounted to Rs
9563026 by the vear 1918™ An offer was also extended by
the Maharajas of Bikaner and Jodhpur for the manufacture of
munitions of war i the State™ The famous Bharatpur Jmper
1l Service Infantry alone wath Transport Corps partopated
mactne warfare  Besides, the Bharatpur State contributed ety
lakhs of rupees towards war Joan™

166 Indian Contribut le Mar, Vol k. Tros
Ludknow) ons an gle W, Vol 1O

167" Narratae of tle State of Bifaner (@ Suie Gowt pub-
haanon zbout e parvapauon of the State n Fint World War
135 p 51

163 Indian Year Dool 1915 edited by Stanles Rend

167 F &£ P Int. June 1915 “Nos 2931 Part A NAl

170 F & I Sept. 1915 Nos 488311 NAT Admynstralion
Report of tie MiFaner State, 1916

171 Ngrratwe of tle State of I'ikener op al. Pp s

172 F & P Int. Sept. 1915 “os 4835110 Nl

178 Somemer, Plavne  Indian Stater p 153
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The Maharaja of Jaipur, Alwar, Kishangarh, Karaul, Kota
and other Chuefs offered personal services and placed the resour-
ces of the State at the disposal of the Bntish Government’*
The Maharaja of Dholpur presented a gift of fifty horse-power
Fiat motor car to the Government for being used 1n the war *
The Maharaja placed at the disposal of the Brtish Government
his houses at Agra for stitching the umforms for multtary per-
sonnel

Thus a keen mterest was shown 1n all the States for the col-
lection of money and material and for the recruitment of the
personnel* In Jodhpur, m order to meet the increasing demands
for recruitment many concessions, bonuses and rewards were
granted by the Darbar ™

Mont-Ford Report and Indun States (1919)

In the Montague-Chelmsford Report the services rendered
by the Native States were greatly appreciated,’® and the Princes
were assured that the nghts dignities and privileges secured to
them by the treaties would not 1n any way be impaired ™ The
Report further suggested to establish a permanent mnstitution
namely ‘Chamber of Princes’, and a standing committee of the
Chamber of Princes to appownt a commussion of enquiry m cases
of nusconduct of the Indian Princes™

Chamber of Princes

Al Jingly a Royal P for the bl of
the Chamber of Princes (Narendra Mandal) was made on 23rd
December, 1919, by His Majesty the King Emperor and the

174 T &P Int May 1915 Nos 201515 Part B NAI

175 T R P Int August 1915 Nos 363369 Part B NAI

176 1 & P Int DMarch 1915 No 211 Tart B NAI

177 Admumstratize Report of the Jodhpu State 191617

178 Report on Indian Cousituironal Reforms Govt of In
dnop 100

179 Ibad, pp 19019t

180 Ihed, pp 191108

18 T & P, Im Feb 1920 No 2 (Deposs) NAL
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Chamber was naugurated at Delhi by His Roval Highness the
Duke of Connaught on 8§th February 1921, with the hope that
*tie Chamber will be a means by which the bonds of mutual
understanding will be strengthened and the growing identity of
mtercests between the Indian States and the rest of the Empire
will be fostered and developed - The Briish Government was
confident that the rulers will prove helpful i stabilising the Bn-
twh Emmice ;o India The Duke of Connaught, reminding the
Indan Princes of thewr responsibiiies said, “I hnow well that
vour Highnesees will appreciate the trust reposed in you by His
Impenial Majesty and bis Gosernment will worthily respond both
as pillars of the Empire and as rulers striving over for the greater
happiness of your <ubjects *®

The onl achievement of the Chamber was to get an enact-
ment known as  The Indwan States Act, 1922™ (Princes’ Protec-
tion Act, 1922) to suppress the States’ people’s ideas and ex-
pressions which were to be published 1n Brtish Indiz news-
papers © As Sir Mac Munnt obsenes, “It would be quite in
order for their His Majestv's to discuss what course would be
pursued by them if the Congress and lawyers from outside come
mto therr States to prove such fun at them as good-natured and
foolish John Bull has put up with these past twenty years'™*

Congeess actnvties after the Ist World War

India’s co-operaion n the First World War, as far as it
went, could by no means <atisfy the aspirations and hope whxch
had been entertamed at ats beainming  Mahatma Gandhy's help
to the Britsh at the time of crisis could only produce retalia-

o

Ye2 The tlamber of Prnces Report 1921, pp 17

183 Ibnd
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tion and adop of P by the au-
thorities  The whole nation was outraged when m Apnl, 1919
troops were ordered by General Dyer to fire on an unarmed
assembly at Amntsar  The new Act which had come into force
under the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms could not satisfy the
nationalists  The elections under the Act were boycotted by the
Congress, and under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi the first
cavil bed was | t

Rayjasthan Kesre' and  Tarun Rajasthan’

As a result of these activities of the Congress, 1t was diffi-
cult to prevent political movements in Rajasthan Newspapers
and Assocrations began to emerge with an object to awaken the
people and to make them more conscious of their duties In
1920, ‘Rajasthan Kesr™ was published from Wardha™ with an ob-
ject to giving wide publicity to the agitatons launched in the
various natwve States in Rajasthan  Vijar Singh Pathik became
#ts edntor and Ram Narain Choudhary Hart Bhai Kmnker,
Kanhiya Lal Kalyantri became his assocrates  In the beginning
Arjun Lal Sethy and Kesri Simgh Barhat also contributed 1n the
form of articles to the newspaper ‘Rajasthan Kesry was the
first newspaper of its hind which appeared on behalf of the
States’” people of Rajasthan  Soon the paper established its re-
putation and became the powerful propaganda organ of the
people of Rajasthan

Political activities in Aymer

Thus, at this time 1n Ajmer three groups were working
The first group was under the leadership of Vijar Singh Pathik,
working under the gwidance of Rajasthan Sewa Sangh, the
second group was operating under Arjun Lal Sethr, the leader
of the Congress Party with its various branches at Beawar,
Kekri, Pushkar, Kota, Karauly, Jodhpur and Indore and the
tird group consisted” of Ganoiists” under ule fadersfiyp ol

185 Choudhry R N op at, pp 5254



Ias  Tle Poltical Mo et ents end dughemng tn Foy sthan

Jamna Lal Bajy and Han Bhau Upadhvava =

On 15th March 1921 th~ Second Sassion of th. Rapsthan
Poltical Conference was held at Aymer,” with Mou Lat
Nehru as ats President  Maulana Shaukat Al appeald to the
Mushms to <upport the non-co-operation movement.* The
confercnce adop'ed a resolan on 2nd calted upen tbe peopy to
boveott the forexgn cloth and goods Pr Gaun Shaphkar was
the first amone the noted wrdnwduals of Ajmer who eave 2
l:ad m boveolune foreien clothes and becams a duscrple of
\ahatma Gandhi  The ron<o-Operation morem~nt was, there
fore <uccesfully launched m Aymer™

Rajusthan Muadhya Bharat Sabka

As a result of the general amnesty grarted to ths polit
cal prisoners the important Jeaders of Rajasthan Lie Arjun Lal
Seth1 hesn Swch Barkat and Rzo Gopal Sinch hharwa were
also released the objctne of the Sabha was to propamzt: the
weas of polical Lberty and freedom in Rajacthan  They o
camsed 2 <esson of the Rapcthan Maghva Bharat Satha
March 1920 at Aymer under the Preadentchip of Jamma Lal
Baj)™ Accordmeh *Tarun Rapsthan was started from Mab
pura, Aymer, nder the <upenusion and guidance of Vi Sreh
Pathih. Arjan L2] Seths and Thahur Kesn Sich Barhat  Later
1t was <hifted to Wardha under the titl: ‘Navina Rajacthan®

Rapusthan Seva Sanch
Sumbrh, @ 1919 the ‘Rajacthan Szva Sanch’ was eia-

X 187 Unfortnatcy tt e was hdk of cooptraucn amor gt 211
1”5, three grotps Cloudin R. N Tartemen Faztlan pp 1>
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blshed v Wardha and later n 1920 was shifted to Ajmer
The mamn obgect of the Seva Sangh was to obtan redress of
the grievances of the public to support the nghtful clmms of
the Rulers and Jagirdars and to create friendly relations bet
ween the people and the Jagirdars “ The various branches of
the Seva Sangh were established in Bundi Jaspur Jodhpur and
hota The Sangh puded Buyoliya and Bengu movements and
cexpased tbe Police atrocities commutted at Bundi Sirohi and
Udaipur

These activities of the Sangh nled the Brtish Government
and on Ist March 1924 Ram Narain Choudhry and Shobha
lat Gupta were arrested under sectton 124A of the CrPC and
a scarch warrant was issued against the Seva Sangh * for pub
Ishing sedstious matersal an the “Tarun Rajasthan’ issues dated
23rd and 30th December 1923 Both the accused faced the
trial beforc the City Mapistrate Ajmer  The City Magsstrate
delivering tus judgment acquitted Ram Narain Chowdhry but
Shobhalal Gupta was scntenced to two years rigorous imprison
ment © In 1924 duc to the differences that arose among the
founding members of the Sangh the Sangh started to decline
mn respect of s influcnce and was completely defunct by the
year 1928 =

Attuude of the Indian National Congress (1921 24)

Whil. such actiities were organssed by the Congress in
Britsh India the policy of non interference in the State affairs
was mamtaincd by the Congress since 1ts establishment In
1920 the Congress session was orgamsed at Nagpur  Simultane
ously a sesston of the Rajasthan Madhya Bharat Sabha was also
held Tn the sesston an exhibition was orgamised m which
the inquitous taxes oppressive land revenue barbarous methods
of punishment cases of gross injustice grinding poverty of the

192 Rela Bhagwandass Desit Rapyon Ki Jan Jagrti p 61

193 Choudhry R N Fbariman Rajastian pp 258275 hela
Blagwindass  op at pp 81 30230 Raghubir Singh fur
w1 A ik Raastlan p 326

191 Tarun Rejstian dr 2nd March 30th March 1924

195 Tarun Requstfan, di 16ih Nov 1921
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people. the luxuries of the nobles lack of medical and educa-
twnal facilities, the mediacval means of transport, extremely
backward svstem of admimistration, etc,™ were shown with a
view 10 acquamting the delegates of the All-India National Con-
gress about the situation prevailing n Indmn States and parn-
cularfy n the States of Rajasthian The greatest success of the
Sabha was that 1t could gamn the influental and powerful sup-
porters ke Seth Govind Dass and Swam Nar Singh Dev  In
1921, Mahatma Gandln moved a resolution with regard to non-
violent non-co Operation movement, “‘as the only civilised and
effectne subsutute for an armed rebellion ™™

Inspired by the Congres resolution, the Rajasthan group
of Satyaerahis also launched the peasants’ movements in var-
ous parts of Rajasthan particularlv in Bund:, Begun (Mewar)
and Shekhawati (Jaipur) The Biola movement from its m-
ception took a revolutionary turn

Byolia Mosement (1913-1922)

Tt was m the year 1913 when a peasants’ agitation was
started 1 the Jagir of Byoha™ under the leadership of Sadhu
Sutaramdas, though later on Bhoop Singh alus Vijai Singh Pathik
Jed the agitation  The cultnators rased therr voice agawnst cer-
tain taxes and imposts levied by the Jagirdar of Byoha In
addition to the land resenue there were as many as 80 different
‘Lagats” levied from them™ The cultnator had to pay seve-
ral taxes at the tme of hanest, festnals, marsages, bith days.

196 hela BD  Deshy Rapon Ke Jan fagntr Chowdhry R
N. op «at pp 5356 Jn the Nagpur session the Congress pledg
ed 1o athicre independence for the whole country alongwith the
Indian States. This remosed the fear thar Brash Indiz will only
get andependence and Indian States wifl continue to remain under
the tyranmal rule of the Princes

197 Resolution moved by Mahatma Gandln in 36th Sewon
of Indian Natonal Congress at Ahmedabad

192 Bigohia a¢ wituated at a distance of about 30 miles south
east of the town of Bund: beyond which the Armali Hills make 2
bend 10 the east  The pearcst rulwav Station 1s hota which 16
€2 mules away from Biola  The place s alo known as Upper
\Mal

199 Chowlhin RN op et pp 6567
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nstallstions of the Chicfs and many other <oeml and ceremo
nial functions and of the cultvator fuled an fullitling the de
mands he was to be badly tortured ”  The *Begar system was
prevaihing and the labourers had to do according to the wishes
of Jagirdars on occasions like marrage  hunting, vist  of
State officials cte It 15 interesting to note that on such occa
sions, the Jabourers were not paid anything i cash or kind
and they had to procure their food themselves®™  The result
was that most of the culivators were reduced to paupers awing
to this eppression and mjthce ™ The cultivators of Ryolia
thercfore, suspended the cultivation for onc year and refused to
pay the revenue™ In 1916 the ctate was placed under the
State mnagement as the Chief of the State died that year and
his son kesrr Singh was & minor

Pathih reaches Buola

In the meanwhde, m 1915 Sudhu Sitaramdas mct with
Viar Singh Patuk at Chittor and sovited bam to Byola ‘the
Andmans of Mewar's', where he was urgently required ta or
ganise the people agaimst the cruclies of the Jagirdars By the
end of the year Pathik reached there and started (he agitation
with a new spint™ It 15 belicved that Maharana Fateh Singh
of Udaipur had sympathy with Pathik and had thereforc, direct
ed his oflicials “*not to lay therr hands on him * In arder o

200 T R 1 Tiles No PO6P Scorct 1 of 102228 NAT

01 Pathiks Stitement before the Mewar Court pp 7180

202 1hud

203 1 &I T No 6 P (Secy 1 of 192225 NAS

201 Once Gndbay bad a1l about Patlik T can 1edi you vome
ung about Pathik  Paituk 8 4 «aldier brave impeuons but ol
stmte He wis Mahudey s mfdlibic gmde s Tigslin nd tbe re
murkable (hng ss 1t the muses of 1ygolz e smphat confidence
m him T &P Scorct 1 OMarch 17 Nos 129 NAT

Viju Smgh Pulub was Bhaop Singh the resolunonary of the
terrorist movement  Pathik was arrcsted 1n 1914 at Khiarwa along
with Rio Gopal Smgh and w1s anterned 10 the fort of Todgirh
Tut he manged to flee from there ind entered Mewar 1 disgune
elling lumself Vagu Singh Prthik Saxemar 5 S Paik Jeewans

205 Mehta Prithwi Singh Ilamarg Rugasian pp 92333



152 The Political Mo-ements and Auakeming i Rajasthan

awaken the peasants of Biol, Pathik established ‘Vidhya Pra-
charm Sablia” a2 <«hool a hbrary and recened a State grant of
Rs forty per month for the same ™

In 1916 a Kisan Panch Board was orgamsed i the pre-
sence of one thousand cultnators and Sadhu Sitaramdas was
elected its President  As a result of Pathih’s achievement the
Byolia peasants refused to pav the *War loan® which was Jevied
at the rate of rupees fourteen per plough® The cultwators
during tterr strucele consohdated therr umtv and orgamsation
under their Kisan Panchavat As they were non-co-operating
with the Jagir Officials 10 all respects and were bemng compell-
ed to protect therr hfe and property themselves, they began to
run a parallel government through their Panchayat™ The cul-
wmators orgamsed a  Core of volunteers, who wore belts and
badges of the Panchayat and guarded every willage™ The Pan-
chayat had decided that no cultnator would have any direct
dealmgs with the Thikana (Jagir) management and asked the
fatter to deal all cases of indniduals through the Panchayat”™
At this stage the Bntish Government got alarmed and it de-
clared that “The ‘Bolshevihs’ had entered anto Mewar and the
hillv areas, and were creating dissatisfaction among the people,
orgamsing them into “Soviets” and provoking them to revolt on
the pattern of the Russian revolution ™™ The Brtish Gosern
ment, therefore, called upon the Maharana of Mewar and other
Natnve Chiefs to take most severe measures to crush the *Bol
shevik movement” which was declared to be subsersne of all
human values and traditions and awmed at overthrowme the
cxicting set up”  In the meantime, to avord arrest Pathik left

—_——

206 NMehta Prtha Singh  Hamare Raprudan, pp 323324
207 Ibid, pp 32431
208 Rajputana Agency Records 1921 No 69 List I NAl

3

Rajputana Agency Records op ar, \NAS

210 Lawer dt 4th Feb, 1920 fron R. R Holland 1o Maha
rana Fateh Singh  Rajpputana Ageney Records N\AT

21 Leuer dt 4th Beb, 1920 from AGG to Matarap B
wam Singh of Jahalawar Rapputana Agency Records, NAT
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Byolia and cntered mto the terrtory of Kota from where he
continued to guide the movement ™

Various branches of Peasants’ societies were established all
over the Thihana and the peasants launched Satyagraha against
the ‘Lagats’ and Begar’ of the Thikana Tn reply, Thikana re
sorted to repressive methods, thousands of neasants were arrest
ed which included Sadhu Siaramdas Ram Narain Choudhry,
Prem Chand Bhl and Mamk Lal Varma women folk were m-
sulted, and land was forfeited,” but the cultwators refused to
surrender Ram Naram Choundhry, who was sent to Biola
for an on-the-spot enqury, as a result of Gandhi-Patiik dialogue,
observes

“T saw that every man, woman, old and young had adopt
ed ‘BANDE MATARAM' n ‘UPPER MAL"™ and were filled
with the nationalist sentsment ™™

The news of Byola Satyagraha was widely circulated by
“Tarun Rajasthan’ and therefore 1t attracted the attention of the
nattonal Jeaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Madan Mohan Malviya,
Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Ganesh Shankar Vidyartht

AGG Hollund Proceeds to Byola

In the circumstances Sir Robert Holland the AGG
Rajasthan and Mr Wilkinson the Resident in Mewar, proceed-
ed to Bioha to scttle up things with the police force, which
was, however, left at Mandalgarh™ The State was represent
ed by Pra¥ash Chandra Chattery, Diwan of the State and Be-
hartlal Kaushik the Hakin of the State and the Thikana was
represented by Kamdar Hiralal, Fauzdar Tey Singh and Master

212 Choudhry R N Vartman nn,aman pp 5963 Mel\!a
Pnthvi Singh  op pp 32381 F & P File No
(Secret), I of 192‘.123 N‘\! Pathik’s Statement bt[ou the Mzuar
Court

A3 Ihd

214 Since Bryolia 1s sitwated over 1 hill 3t 15 popularly known
a3 'Upper Mal

215 Choudhry, Ram Naran  op i, pp 0366

216 Choudhry, Ram Narain  op af pp 9297
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Zalm Singh The Bioha peasants emphasised that during the
negotiations the representatnes of Rajasthan Sewa Sangh may
also be mcluded Accordingly Ram Naram Choudhry, Mamk
Ial Varma Panchayat Sarpanch Motr Chand, and the Secre-
tarv of Sewa Sangh were imited to take part m the delibera
tions The AGG was highh impresced by the demands and
the attitude of the cultnators and at several times durmng the
deliberations he repr ded the Thikana officials by savine
“1 do not want lactures””™  On most of the disputes the nego
tianons successfullv ended but when the question of ‘Begar”
came up it was feared that neectiations nucht fall™ Tre
AGG however placed a recolution in which 1t was sad,
‘ Peasants accept this as therr dutv that whenever amy officizl
will visit their village they will make the necessary arrangements
Iike that of converance labour and material ctc, on standard
price™  But the peasants refused to accept the resolution  Ram
Narain Choudhrs however intemened and suggested certam
amendments He mecerted ‘Samapk Dharma’ (Soctal duty)
instead of duty’ and at the nlace of ‘will make the necessary
arrangements’ sugeested ‘trv to arrange’ In the end it was
also added that price will be fixed by the Sarpanch and m no
case force will be used™ Peasants however, on their part w1l
Iingh agreed to add onc morc <entence that ‘no remuneration
will be charged 0 response to the services rendered 1 favour
of Maharana of Udatpur and the Rao of Thikana® Tn this was
the resolution was approved both by the AGG and the
Bioha cultvators and was welcomed by the huze crowd with
‘Bande Mataram® ™

Thus the settlement fulfilied most of the demands of the cul
ln‘a(ors‘ The svstem of taking forced labour (Begar) and most
of the ‘Lagats” was abolished Cases launched acamst the cul

217 Choudhn R N op et 7 Narn
pp 9297 Ram “aru
Coudhny gnes a detaled account n s § criman Iapptban
28 Ile \GC lal remarked “Tlere s the pule Mr
Chowdhny
219 Choultn R N\ op at pp 9297
20 Hd
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tvators durnng the movement were wilhdrawn and land reve
nue of the years during which the 1and was not cultvated was
waved  Concessions were also made to the demands of the
cultivators relating to the forests pastures, ete, and Kisan Pan-
chayats were réorgamised  Thus the Byolia Satyagraha ended
successfully 1922

Bengu Agitauon (1921-22)

Inspired by the success of the Byolia Satyagrahs the
Bengu™ cultivators statted the agitation aganst the Thikana
The Ravda Thakur of the Thikana resorted to violent methods
and threatened the Satyagrahis to shoot them but when one
youngman Ram Niwas Sharma, 2 worker of the Rajasthan Seva
Sangh, came forward and challenged the Thakur to fire on him,
the Thakur had to be submussive ™ As a result of the effosts of
the Sewa Sangh and Manikial Varma, the peasants were awaken-
ed gradually and pledged not to drink, and to wear swadesh
U habit dually abolished and Haryans began to

‘was
become bers and | of the P The con-
servative Jagirdars could not tolerate these radical developments
and they adopted a policy of repression to crush the agitation
The peasants sufcred a good deal and even wornen did nat eseape
msults ™=

The cul s,k hed Viar Singh Pathik
at Aymer and appnsed him with thewr grievances  Accordingly,
on behalf of the Rajasthan Sewa Sangh Ram Naran Chowdhry
was sent to Bengu for an on the spot enqury Ram Naram
Chowdhry addressed the Panchayat and a largely attended public
meeling near a vilage Under mstructions of Seth Amnt Lal
Kamdar of Bengu the Thikana Police was sent wider the super

221 Tengu was a small Thikana (Jagiw) wn Mowar near
Bisoliya which 1s popularly known as ‘Attani

% Coowlory ® N op ar pp W

223 F & P fie No 596 I {Secret) I of 192223 NAI
Chowdhry R N op at pp 9092 Ram Narain Chowdhry
gves 3 deinled account about the Tepressive measures adopted by
the Thikanz and the manner 1n which the women were dishon
oured and nsulted pp 115118
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vision of Laxmi Narasan Ojha and as soon as Ram Naram
Chowdhry completed his lecture and Ieft the place, the police
opened fire on the peaceful cultnators™ Thus the atrociies
commutted by the pohce and Seth Amnitlal, the local Seth of
Bengu reached the chmax  The p in the e

approached Mr Trench Revenue Commusstoner, Mewar Hein
stcad of tahing anv step agamst the Thikama authonties on
13th July 1923 proceeded along with the troops to Govindpura
ullage and besiered st He ordered to set the wvillage on fire
and then resorted to firmg It 1s belicved that two persons were
killed and several wounded = About 500 persons were arrest
ed along with one hundred children who were severely beaten
and driven to Bengu ™ During the repression the soldiers enter-
ed nto the honses and assaulted the women 1n the most shame-
ful manner= with the result the cultnators became so much
cxeited that they even decded to Jall Ravda Thakur =

Pathih 1s arrested

To uphold the morale of the Bengu cultnators Vija1 Singh
Pathih along with Harp secretly managed to reach Bengu and
staved with a Dhakar, but soon they were arrested and were

224 F R P Tile No 5% P (Sceret) 1 of 192223 NAI
Clowdhin R N\ op at pp 7375

22, Ibd

226 Duning the represston Ghan Shyam Sharm: a worker of
Rajasthan Seva Sangh was alo arrested who was kept an prusan for
1t months without anv tnal  Latcr on 25th Fch 1921 he was 1€
leasad  Dunng s imprsonment he was brutally tortured  After
Ins relcae he asued 2 long statement about the Police atroatics
‘Tarun Lajast)an’ de 16th Noy 1924

997 Pathibs  Statement Iefore the Mewar Cout p
gnx;dlmn RN op et pp 9002 Kela B D op af, PP
;'

228 The work was entrusted to Burds Singh Jar Singh and
Ram Singh the voung workers of Bengu  But the plan coul! not
be smplemented as all the three perons were anested and sent
to Jaspur where Ram Singh was smeined ar Raynigar and Jar Singh
and Birdi Sipgh were mterned sn Pengu without tnd Chandhry
R op ot pp 135187
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produced before a special beneh™ constitwted for the purpose
at Udaipur and were charged of indulging in anti-State activitics
of distribuling the seditous Wterature and of disobeying the
orders of the Mewar Maharana®  Duning the tral Patink em
phasised that to have ‘a sentiment of patriotssm is not an offence’
and ‘the people have a night 1o rise agamst the cruelties com-
mutted on them ™ Ul ly, the Tribunal acq him, but
the Mewar Government under spectal powers awarded him five
sears” mprisonment  In 1928 Pathik was releascd and was ex-
terned from Mewar ™

The atroctties commutted by the Mewar State and Thikana
oflicials on the peaceful cutivators were lughly condemned so
much so that open letters were addressed to the Mewar offi-
clals® and even the voice of protest was heard 1n the Brtish
Parlament ™

Peasents, agitation spread in other parts of Mewnar

The cultivators” *Movement’, as it may be termed, thus be-
gan to spread far and wide m the State of Mewar At the
sacred place, Matnmundsa, thousands of Kisans decided in
1921 to defy the State authontis until thewr grievances were
redressed  Tn addition to the demand of abolishing all *Lagats®
and ‘Bhet-Begar’ they also demanded that “‘the revenue settle

220 The members of the hondh were Sunve Shic Trbhoy
Nuh Shivpun Rate T Antam and Dal Chand Aguwsal

230 Proceccings of  the Iubunat  Jarun Rapasthan i 30
Mavch 1921

231 Patlal s statement before the Mewar Court

232 Judgment m Pulk Cuc Beepik Tigdnh Chande
Jab Janta Jagt e, p 10, Chowdhry R N op at pp 115
HB, 137 130

233 Farun Ragasthen, dt st June 1921

281 Ihc libour member Mr o Walter Beher Ind nsked 1
question whout the Mewar Mate repressne policy ud wout the at
rocities committed by the Tukan Police on the peswmty of Tuo
Itr Bengu and Bunds to which e S5 seplicd 1 m withing to
100 Goveror Genet it m fvorkers Hockdy of MG MR RN
(1 Bratnl newspaper)  the news s appeued under the gule Ry
B m Brosh Palament  and m open enquiry anto the na
dans was demanded  cader dt 2hd June 1921 Tarun Rajes
than, dr 29th June, 1924
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mem should agamn be underiaken as thenty vears fenod fixed
bv Wingate 1 the erghies of the 19th century, hed fooz
expired that the cess collected for education and publc bealth
alone with land ro enue should be onby half an anm and <bouid
be utilised for opemns more schools and hospuals m the il
laces, that the taxes and duties Jevizd on the <)~ of cattle 2nd
on the grazmp of cautl~ 1n the pastures, etc., <hould be annull
ed * Thus the winavnon became cnual The <um and sub-
<tance of the agauon has been narrated by Mr Wilkmsea,
who stated Mewar 15 becoming 2 hotbed of lawlesso-ss
Sediomust emssanes were teaching the people that all m=n are
equzl The Land beloncs to the peasants and not to the Statc
or landlords. It 15 significant that the people are bemn urped
10 use the vemnacular egumvalent of the word ‘comrade’ etead
of customan homonfic snkes of address  His Hishness 15 s2d
to have been threaten~d to meet the fate of the *Czar’™ In the
end Willincon a2dded  ‘the movem~nt 15 mamh ant Maka
rana, but 1t musht <con becoma ant Brmch 2nd <pread to ad
jomnme Bntich areas® =

Accordine to the Brit <b Rewdent, Maharana Fateh Smeh
himeelf was responablz for all this lawlecs sitmann as b h2d
falzd 1o control 1t and therefore he had sucr~cted fo b=
Vicerov that Maharana <hould be precsed to reacn”  Accord
inehy the Maharana was aded to defgate powers 1 favo.r of
s <on er face an equn ™ Thus the Maherara was placed 13
a ven embamasuny poulion and there was no ober alerez
tne bat to zceept Viceroy's aduce and to abdiate 1 favo.r
of hus won thouth to get over the unaton the Makarapa v1
suceessfulls offered a bribe of rupees two lalbs to the AGG
through a banker on 15th Juh 1921 ‘10 extrcate hum from
the difficulty * =

27 Teppu ra dgenoy Pecords 1971 o €4 La1 1 NAL

286 Mhed

23 Lever Mt aTh Jul 1) fxcm 3 FH Ot ACG
Matarna Fatehh S1.¢ Jorum Fay thaa dt 4th e 1o

23 Leter & 1Tk Juh 1) from e AGG sn Ray 19
fl E '+ Vacoroy and GonernorGeneral of Inta 1+ -~z {277
Records 1921 No €3 Lig 1 N\AL
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Agttation i Bundy

Like Biyolia and Bengu the culuvators of Bundi were also
to pay a number of “Lagats’ and were subjected to forced labows,
‘Begar’  Under the State order, the public meetings, national
songs and slogans were prehibited On 15th June, 1922, a
number of cultivators were arrested and women were msulted and
two of them were killed * On behalf of Rajasthan Seva Sangh
Ram Naraim Choudhry and Satya Bhakat were sent for an on-
the-spot enquiry, who reported that the *Begar’ system was wide-
Iy prevalent there, and avil Wiberties did not exist and even con-
trbutions to war fund’ were cxtracted It was further reveal
od that the peasants orgamsed a mecuing on 30th May, 1922
which was foreibly disturbed by the State oflicials and the police
On 31st May, 1922, the weekly Panchayat of the cultivators was
held at Dabi The State police commutted every sort of cruel-
ty and women were dishonoured and their chasty violated
Pandit Nainuram Sharma, who was the moving spmt behind
this aputation, was therefore arrested” in December, 1922 and
on 10th May, 1923, was awarded four ycars’ imprisonment and
as a result of his alleged anti-State and seditious activities was
deported from the State®’ The situaton was, therefore, be-
coming serious day by day In May, 1923, the police opened
firc on the peaceful cultvators and the Satyagrahis were cruel-
Iy bealen and even women were not spared One Nanak Bhil died
on the spot®  Ragasthan Seva Siwngh gave a wide publioty to
the police atrocitres comnutted 1 Bund: as a result of which
some grievances were redressed  though a ban was imposed on
the entry of the members of the Seva Sangh i Bundi State**

230 I_& P oLile No 59 P (Scact) 1ot 192223 NAL
heli B 1 Deshe tapyon Ay Jan Jagnu, p 75

210 Chowdhry R N op at, hela B D op at p 7

201 R P Dile No 596 P (Seaey  1oof 192223 NAIL
Tarun Rajasthan, Wih Jan 1924

22 1 R P Iide No 71 D ool 1920 NAL Farun Rujasthan
de 1%t fany 1921 Pt Nunuram Shirma cstiblnhed Pragumandal
m kot hut von hie was Mllad by a Rotr atwen

23 kel B op ar pp 78TO 1 R Ile No 74 I of
1021 NI
211 (hn\ulhrv R N op at pp 103101 T & P Tide No
74 P of 1921, NA
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Urrest in Skekkavan
In 1921 a conference of the representaines of Shelhawat
Seva Samuties vas orgamised 1 Chirawa (Shekbawaty) under the
presidenichip of "facter Kablharan Sharma. The Japur St
considered 1t a woitious actnaty and Master halrharan Sharma
and Prare Lal Gupia were talen m police custody  Thes werce
forced to wall bare foor up to Rbetrn. Thus created a sur m
Shekhawan, Cahunta and Bombay Later, however, both the
leaders were <et free™ This was the beginming of a political
unrest 10 Shekhawau which resul ed later 1 the Sikar aertaton
of 1932 Jamnalal Bajy) along with two or three workers of
Ajymer viited thewe diqurbed pans of Japar and created a
rood deal of political as akenine.  On the request of th= Seva
Samuti Seth Anands Lal Poddar contnbated a hue~ «um to the
Tilah Swarapa Fund  With this success Seva Samites also
tned to create condisons favourabls to political awakenmz 1
Bihaner termtony and as <uch tn~d to approach the citzers of
Chury but Maharaja Ganez Smch of Bihaner arrecrad the Sova
Sanuties’ workers and ewled th*m from his State ™

Studemts  As wnon i Bharaipr r

An important function 1 th~ then pohucal situation ohan
e mn Rajasthan was the aentation of the stodents. In 1920:21,
a student amtaton was orgamised ;m Bhoratpur  The <tuderts
msulted the mictures of George V and handherchiels whih were
dictnbuted on the eve of the peace treaty with Germamy  This
was the first students® agrtation of ats kund pot only 12 Bharatpur
but 1n Rajasthan whrh was organned by Shri Gopilal Yades 2nd
Shn Jugal hachore Chatunads™ Th~ man «Jogans of thz antauon
were “MAHATMA GANDHI K1 JAY® ard ‘Bharat Mata Ka Jav®
At that um~ theee <locans created a <ur 1 Bharatpur™ A po-

2, F AP Int Jam 1922, N6 317 NAY Cvu U RN
op ¢ pp 12118

@ T b N ep e pp HZUS

“17 Jtel Ritwre (latnedy o g o ulath Locwn 3
Closbe Jumal havore m P'ar por

21° Tuadl hilore Oatenels satemest 33 goen 1o e
autor on 19% Occber 168
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cession was also organssed in Bharatpur which marched through
the streets  Jugal Kishore Chaturved: used to propagate about the
cause of Khadt and of GandhiCap A book enhitled Rashtriya
Veena was abo published  Jugal hisore Chaturveds made sers
ous cfforts n distributing Rashtriya Veena  which was pro
scribed by the State  An account of the actwities of Jugal
Kishore Chaturved: as given m the Intelligence Reports reads ©

though apparently a reformed man humself he never
theless stood responsible for breeding posttion of sedtion among,
the uncducated rabble of Bharatpur and 1o responsible i parts
cular for driving a number of hot heads to socalism commun
ssm and the ahke  He does not belong to this State (Bharat
pur) but like most of the other British Indan politicians  has
developed a craze for subversive actvities to be launched
the Princely States and as such started of late coming to Bha
ratpur now and then to create muschief and misguide His
Highness s loyal subjects *

From the first the actvities of the revolutonancs and na
tionahsts had attracted a great deal of attention of Rapputana
The scditous activities imtnted by the revolutionaries in the
State with enthusiasm and confidence though met with a faillure
at feast succceded n creating a chmate of public opinion
against the Britsh  The movement led and guded by persons
Iike Arjun Lal Setht Rao of Kharwa Ram Narain Choudhry
et produced a lot of political awakening and ardour and the
cause of ‘Swara) grew stronger

This great upheaval was soon followed by the determined
decds of the peasants of Byoha HBengu cte  In the tecth of
opposition they could revive the most powerful agency «f the
movement Panchayat The scnse of umty fostered by the
Panchayats of the agriculturists stimulated the Bhils who were
partly agriculturists and party forest dwellers 1nto vigorous poh
tical activity They as shall he narrated in the following pages
more than any other class were more conscious of their rights
and hopeful of therr determmation

219 Tle Central Intell gence B rea Sevet Mema No 27
T 1%/11 dt 10th Deceml er 1941



CHAPTIR V

THL BHIL MOVEMLNTS

Prior to narrating the history of the Bhils of South-West
Rajasthan which was characterised by political consciousness st
15 worth while to gne a sketch of the Bhils i general because
1t had enough bearing on the subsequent history of the awaken
mg 1n Rajasthan

Bhils and their racial character

The Bluls arc a pumitsve people who form the thurd larg-
est group of aborigimals found n India  Thewr population,
numbering over two million according to the 1941 census, s
spread over the central uplands of the Indian Pemmnsula, the
bulk of it being 1n the region covered by the forest-clad moun-
tam trimty of the Vindhyas the Sahyadns and the Satpuras®

There are numerous legends regarding the ongm of these
people  he Bhils are referred 10 an ancient Sanskryt and later
Apabharamba literature,' which throw light on thewr history and
also on the attitude of other peoples towards these forest dwel
lers  The carliest mention of the word *Bhul’ occurs in Gunad
tva's famous Katha Surtt Sugara wherein mention 1s made of

I 1he mme Bl some hstonans lold 35 dernved  from
the Dravadian word for 1 bow which 1s the dharacterntic weapon
of the tbe but othay hold 1t ss detned from the root of the
Skt veth mewing o pieree stoot or Ml an conseruence of
thor profiainey as ardhers brsbing K D Rajputana Ga.etteer
Mewar Reudenoy 1908 Vol IT A P o227

2 Nub bR The Bhds o Stuly p 1
3 Matablart hentigumam hadambou of Fana | haua alo
refers to the Blaly
162
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a Blutl Chief opposing the progress of another King through the
Vindhyas® There arc a number of versions prevathing with re-
gard 10 the ongn of the Bll® The Bhils seem to be the
pvamies of Ktestas (400 BC ) who desenibud them gy *black
and ugly the tallst bemng only two ¢lls high therr hawr and
beards were o long that they served as garments and they were
excellent bowmen and very honest™ But the name by which
they are at present known cannot be traced far back m Sansknt
Iterature  The term *Bhilla’ <coms to have oceurred for the
first time about 600 AD  Jt 15 believed that the Bhuls are
among the oldest inhabitants of the country Colonel Tod calls
them *Van Putras” or cluldren of the forest  The Ragputs had
also recognied them as the onginal occupants of the land®
So far as the Rajputana 1s concerned the Bhils had rendered
a remarhable service to the Guhilot rulers of Mewar and as
a token of appreciation the towns of Dungarpur, Banswara and
Deolia® were all named after some Bhil Chiefiams  Even in the
ume of Maharana Pratap the Bhils’ services were highly com.
mendable  And during the Bratssh rule Mewar Bhil corps was
orginned 1840 whicy asssted the DBritish to suppress the
mutiny of 1857

1 luttosen Frtbes and Cat s of Loml n Vol T Arude on
3l

5 Acconding to one Blab e the il of o mtercourse of
Ahindee with 0 bewnlul womn  Another vowon 15 that the
fit t Bl wis ocated by Aihedeo by bradhig Wife imto a doll of
by whale e Ol grar Pivan vy 1l e il e s de cendad from
2 nnthicl Rys cdled Ve the son ol Angn who tuled lus peo
ple with an yon Tond amd who wis kil by the Ruslus dhrough
fontris e bong po one to succed im s ler the coun
try becume groal dsarbal wd 16 actor orda ihe Rashis begot
from \ents bods 1 dwafish o bang i cotour s dulk w the crow
his bmbs ware 100 smill Dy chaek banes pronunemt Tus nose flat
and Ins cyes blood e wnd Ins descendants Ined 30 the mountams
and jungles  Ragputana €0 tlecr op ai p 227

6 leyputana Giclleer op ot p 227

T M

& Tn s conest (ol Tod rthies how Goht  the auony
mous cestor of 11c Stadin Ryput took the State of Idar in Gun
rit from 2 Bl Tod Jmes  dnnalc and Anhquines of Rapws
than Vol 1 p 184

9 Lhe old Capital of Partabgarh
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By nature the Bhuls have alwayy been lawless and independ
ent fond of fightne, shy and rectless The rulers alwayvs took
them for a barbarous community and treated as if they were
antt social elements  But 1n <prte of all thus repression the Bhils

d honust, pend and lawless and have been true
o their words PDunng the conflicts between the Ranas of
Mewar and the Emperors of Delhi the former were indebied
10 these children of the forest for their own presenaton and
what 15 vet more dear 10 a Rajput they or thew wnes and
daughters from the hands of a foe whose touch was poullution”
Again when Udaipur eitv was besieged by the Scinda “its pro
tected defence was n a great measure due 10 the Bhls who con
veved supplies to the besieged across the lake™*

The Bluls are verv superstitrous and wear charms and amu
lets on the nght forearm to heep ghosts and evil spints at a
distance  They also believe rebgousts 1n wich-crafi and there
arc Bhopas and wichfinders 1n many willages whose duty 1s
to find out the woman who has caused the mjury Before a
woman %as to swing as a witch, she was compelled to undergo
some sort of an ordeal’ Observing on the character of the
Bhils Captain Graham savs, The Bhils are the most unenilz
ed of all the wild tribes, with intellect barel sufficient to under
stand and totalh unequal to comprehend anythiag beyond the
most simple commumication and with forms stunted by hard
ships the bad clumate and the bitter poverts m which thes an
steeped ** Dr Khanapurkar savs of them that their bravery
and fanbfulness have gnen nec to mans legends  Thev are
filthy caters and eat all thines are superstitious i the extrer®
never enthustastic about rebigion or gods but belicve i mag

———
10 Tod op at. Vol I
t 1bd
12 Ihe cae of a wied smatgug i dhe hafawas 14 1al of
Mewar F R P Depnt Genl 1\ Jamy. 1893 Nen 51584 NAL

18 Grham  Tle BId Trber of Rlanfe? p 8 Rlsna
fukar P Aborsnal Trdes of South Guprat an unput i
ed e tle Sctool of Feonomis and Soaologs Borbas
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and witcheraft™  According to the current legends, ‘Bhil 1s
the Kmg of the jungle Mis arrows fly straight He 1s always
ready for a fight but bz 1s also a man of his word and so s 2
safe escort  If you manage to please him he 1s a Bhul, if you
rub him the wrong way up he 1s the son of a dog’> Observing
on the Bhul charactenisics  Bhogilal Pandya stated, In Doongar-
pur Bhils consist 58 per cent of the total population, but owing
to their 1lliteracy this commumty has always been exploited by
the capitalist and the State authorsies The result has been
that they have lost the Poltical consciousness at all’*

The Bhils have shown a tendency to disrespect law and
order They have often vowced their feelings agamst an ahen
Government and they have resorted to violence at all times
against 1t They rose agamst the Marathas in the 18th century
and were severely pumshed They revolted agamnst the Brtish
m 1800 but the diplomacy of Colonel Tod® succeeded and on
12th May 1825 Bhils entered mto an agreement which was
signed by Bainum Soorat and Doodah Soorat with the Com-
pany The followmng were the mamn provisions of the agree
ment ™

1 We (Bhls) will deliver our bows arrows and all
weanons

2 Whatever plunder we may have obtained during the
late disturbance we will make good

3 In future we will never commit any depredations 1n
towns, villages or public roads

4 We will not give refuge to thieves plunderers Gras

14 Nak T B The Bhtls a study p 24

15 A number of Lok Geets are there which express the Blul
sentiments very clearly and stress the fact that a Bhil believes an
a brutal revenge Rajasthan Bhilon ke Lok Geet  (Sahiya Sans
than Rajasthan Vishwa Vidya Peeth Udaipur)

16 Bhogilal Pandya quoted by kela Bhagwandass Deshr
Rapy: Shasan p 380

17 Col Tod was the frst Poliicdl Agent appointed at Vaaipur
(Mewar)

18 Astchison  Gollection of treattes engagements and Sanads
Yol HI p 13
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<uhs or Thakurs o any eremees of the Brtch Gy
emment m our pals (villages) whother they beles
to our own country or any other

S We will obav the communds of the Companmy axd
pre<ent oversches wharever required

6 We will not ke more than our 11 and ol ewa-
blished ducs from the Rawal's and Thzhur's il
lages.

7 We will never refuse to pav the rearl tnbute to the
Rawal of Doongarpur

& Should amv per<on subjact to the Compam, <top at
our villagzs we will enc fum proiection

9 Should we not act mn the abne manner we will be
accounted cniminals acanst the Bntsh Goseriment

New reforms ard 1he Bhil nisings

From the above account of the Bhils cne feature that at-
tracts over anennon 1s therr love for mdependent Iiving.

As <con as the Botnh Government took over the adminis-
tration from the East Indsa Compans on November 1. 1858 a
number of reforms were mtroduced 1 Brwch Indm as well as
n Indtan States on Bruch Induan pettern™ These reforrss i
a way proved 1o be checks on the nghts enjored by the Bhils.
In 186%, Bhils of Kharwar Pal in the Hilly Dictnct of Mewar
ndulged 1 lawless acinatizs and began to defy the State avtho-
nties  Major Mackeson, the Superintendent, Mewar Bt Corps.
had written to the Maharana that to estabhey peace and order
1t was pecesan to make an mmprovement sn the admerntrat?
i the Distnct™  State offiensls Like Mehta Raghunath Sogh
and Mots Singh were bekaving cruelly and unjuatly ‘with the trives-
men The officuls were charging doub's taxes and 1miposcy
heavy fines by employing force®  The Maharana, bowever, 2t
x'me despatched two hundred nfartnn and one hundred fifts

11 See Chapter HI

2 Leer d 20 gpnl 18 8 frem Mawr Madenan 1o MY
rana Samihn St ool Mewar Falty) Rlan 1704y o

21 '
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cavalry troops to suppress the Bhuls  But cven then for some
time the Bhils of the Pal continued to defy  Fhe State troops
however, then resorted to brutal measures agasnst them and sup
pressed their resistance but n fact this was a temporary truce
and Bhils were not totally suppressed Lt Colonel Mackenson
the Offg Poluical Superintendent Hully Tract Mewar reported
1n May, 1871 that the ‘punishment meted out to the Bhil in Pal
bad resulted s general pacidication though the attitude of the
Mewar ollicials had not yct changed® Mirza Ralim Beg the
Police official, was mdulgent and was becoming a source of un
rest while Pandit Anand Rao the cwvil official was nowhere to
be scen fullilling his duties®  Under the circumstances the dis
turbances continued and at last the Maharana had to send his
troops again to suppress them ™

In the year 1881 for the first time a number of reforms
were introduced among the Bhils  The mamn reforms were the
mtroduction of Census the prolubition of the manufacture of
liquor and to farm out hquor contract to onc man establish-
ment of police or customs post 1n the Bhil arcas, ban on witch
swinging which ultimately led to the oflicial interference in Bhil
arcas and with ther age long customs and conventions®  These
reforms led to the cause of dissatisfaction among the Bhils as
it was found dilicult to make them understand the object and
advantages of these reforms  Various types of doubts were
created and rumours were spread as soon as the operations
were started by the State officials  Some of the leading nobles
of the Statc thought that the British Government wished to levy
a ‘Barar’ (1ax) as contribution towards the cost of the Afghan
war, while among the Bluls a general apprehension arose that
numbering was bemng done to sce how many able bodied men
could be recrwted to fight for the Brtish Government at

22 Niwon ] P Metar Agency Reports 18701871

23 letter de 1%h Junc 1876 from the AGG 1 Rapsthn
to the Secretary Government of India 1 R I Deptt Pol B
August 1876 Nos 5153 NAI

2t T R P Pol A Apnil 1881 Nos 2537 NAT
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Kabul® Some thought that a scheme was bemng prepared to
attempt for the gradual extinction of the Bhil population others
thought that fat women would be assigned to stout men and
the lanky to the lean etc and that new taxations would follow
the census work » The introduction of these reforms, therefore,
provoked the Bhils and led to the general upnsing of 1881
The report of the first uprising of the Bhils of Mewar reach-
ed the AGG from the Maharana who informed him on 25th
March 1881 that a thanedar of Bara Pal had sent a Sawar to
Baduna Pal to summon some of the Bluls mn connection with
a land dispute that the Bhuls turned out and killed the Sawar and
that about three hundred 1n number proceeded at once to the
thana or police station of Bara Pal and surrounded 1t, that
the noon on the 26th news had reached lum that the Thanedar,
5 Sawars and oth~r people numbering 1n all about 16 souls, had
been hilled and that from 2000 to 3000 Bhils had collected,
closed the Road between Udaipur and Kherwara, and burnt the
Police Station and all the Banyas® shops at Bara Pal™ The
Mah diately despatched the troops but the Bhuls had
left Bara Pal and taken to the hills and thus could not be en
gaced  In the meantime the Bhils of Ulsigarh had also risen”
with the result the situation became so serious that the AGG
was directed by the Briish Government ‘to procced without de
Ly to Udaipur to direct proceedings for the pacification of the
Bhil country” and to ‘make careful mvestigations into the causes
of the mismps™ Explaming the crrcumstances which led the
T2 TR PTPol A\ Apnl 1851 Nos 2339 NAT Stauon
J I Meuar dgency Report 1820 1881

26 Shyamaldas, hawmap  fe Jmot, V1 p 2207
Meuar Agency Report 18°0.1881
. 27 [lxug:r dt 20th March 1881 from the AGG in Raps
1 1 v
2\:;\" 0\(\;1‘ & GOl F &P Depn Pol A spnl 1881 Nhos

22 F AP Dept Pol A Apnl 1881 Nos 2039 NAI

20 Ibed

30 Telepram Ot 5th Apnl 1RR1  from Foreign  Seaetary
Smly 1o e VGG \bu F & P Deptt fol. A Apnl 1881 Nos
2539 NAL - Letter v b Apnl IS0 from Sey GO L. to the
\\(;'(‘ tm Rajatban 1T & P Depu Pol A Apnl’ 1881 Mot 2539
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murder of a ‘thanedar’ of Bara Pal 11 Sawars and Sepoys, two
men and their wives, one girl and the loss of seven horses Colo-
nel Blaw™ stated that the Bhils of the Bara Pal and Rakavnath
were all 1n revolt The demands of the Bhils were that if a
woman was suspected of being a witch she should be killed with
out any further investigation, secondly that no Police outposts
should be kept in Bhil arcas and thirdly f they quarrelled
amongst themsclves the Darbar should not interfere  Besides
all these demands, therr most impertant demand was that “no
future census should be taken of them as they were sure that
the census was only made with a view of taxing them’™ Colo
nel Blair, commenting over the situation blamed the Mewar
officials that “there 1s no doubt that the commencement of the
whole thing was in the most mnjudicious manner ™ The Maha
rana was advised “to be most careful how they arranged for
the enumeration of this class of people” Colonel Blair was as
sured that *‘no housc-to house would be p
but that merely an estimate would be madc of the numbers of
the Bhils 1n the vanous ‘pals’ ™ Tn fact Colonel Blar had
receved the intelligence that more than this was being attempt
ed, and he, therefore, had advised the Maharana “to ssuc
orders to put a stop to this” Accordmngly 1t was arranged that
the ‘pals” and ‘phullas’ (groups of huts) should alone be count
ed and that not by ofticials visiting ‘pals’ 1n person but through
the Gemeties or headmen, who would be able to state how
many huts belonged to a ‘phulla® and that 2 population of
4 should be given to each hut without distinction of sex But
evidently the matter had rankled 1n the munds of the Bhils and
became one of the major causes of the disturbances™

Another subject which caused much wntation was the esta
blishment of Police checkposts or Darbar customs withmn the

—_—
31 Col Blair was the commandant of the Mewar Bhul Corps
32 Letter dt 4ch Apnil 1881 from the AGG n Rajasthan
to the Secretary GO TFor R Pol A Apnl 1881 Nos 2239 NAI
38 T &P Pol A Apml 1881, Nos 2539 NAI
31 Ibid
35 Letter dt 4th Apnl 1881 from the AGG in Raj to
the Secty, GOT op at, NA!
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Bhil tracts In fact this was rendered necessary by the new
customs tarff which had come mnto force m 1880 and intend
ed to prevent smuechne  According to Colonel Blarr, “m this
matter too the Darbar officrals behaved most njudiciously and
their action 1n this respect not unnaturally led the Bhils to sup
posc that new taxes were to be kvied on them ™ Looking to
the circumstances and the serious siuation Colonel Blarr had
ashed the assistance of the Brtish troops from Ahmedabad ©

Colonel Blar makes an engury

Colonel Blair however had conducted the necessany en
quines mto the matter and had assured the Bhls that the Bn
tsh Government and Maharana s order regarding census were
only for hnowine the number of the huts and 1n no way about
their women or thewr cattle  With this explanation the Bhils
had been completels satisfied The ‘pals’ then entered nto
their indinidual grievances which consisted mostly of the com
plamts of the bohaviour of the Sawars at different chowhis
‘ pushine their women about etc of the constant increasmg
exactions of the Darbar officals i a2 multitude of ways™™
The reason for the disturbance which was placed by the Ray
officials before Colonel Bluir was that “the Gomett was sum
mot~d in connection with hulals contract™ But on the other
hand the Bhuls one and all stated that Gomet: had been actine
n t'comierest of the Bhil neople and that certan nformation
for the census papers which the Bhuls had objected to supply
was reaurred by the ‘thancdar’, and that the Gomet: of Paduna
was summoned as a ning leader having refused to gne the mfor
matn™  Colonel Blair howeser reached the concluston that
the man cause for hilline the Sawar, who tried to tale Gomett
by force was the census

Duning the enquiry all the Bhls unammoush stated that had

LU v
37 Lewer dued 18 A\pnl 1891 fin %Wl Flur to AGG
mRa T AP Jol v\l 1581 No 1% 170 Nt

1% Leder 3t 1%th Apnl from Col Blar to V(€ 11 Rap
atlan of er NAIL
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the Ry troops not advanced beyond Bara Pal or Paduna they
would not hue been thirmed  and even when the troops ad
vanced to Rukhavanuh they had It at pass quietly and there
was no thought of an immedaate general rising behieving 1t had
been callud out owing to local disturbinces  But the troops ad
vanced to Birr 1 wvilhge buwen Piduna i Porsad where
the people were all at thur usual occupatins with therr women
and children 1n the fields a mn crossing the road with a bed
upon his head was shot dead by one of the Ray Scpoys The
DBhuls’ description of this occurrence was that a2 peaceful vilhger
was killud *be kussor Gmnocent)  Word was at once passed
along the huillv—the army 15 coming shooting every one they
meet’  This confirmed the previous impression that the Paduna
Gamcti had drawn his sword 1n regard to the census and that
the army had come to enforce the census by indiscriminately
kithing everybody who opposed  The Bhils accordimgly gather
cd the ‘pals’ which happened to be i the neighbourhood and
attacked the army within a few miles of Rakbavnuh and kept
up a running fight till the army reached that place  As a result
of this engagement some 20 men fcll on the spot and from 20
to 30 more were serously wounded !

According to Colonel Blur Sanwildass * the State official
drd not tmpress him with the dea that he was acting n a straight
forward manner with the Blubs for he appeared to rest his hopes
more on cxciting tern1] tends than in bringing about a gene
ral macification and he further hnted that any inconvensert
pronuses made could hereafter be broken on a switable occasion
and he did not appear confident about the Gometis meeting the
oflicials 1n a friendly conference @

However, a conference took plice between the Bluls an
Colonel Blair and as a re ult of which the Dhuly were so much
—_—

10 Ibd

11

12 Sanwaldiss was wath e Stues troops oferuming an 11l
arew under his commnd

43 Tetter de IBih April 1881 from Col 1lur 10 AGG 0
Rap T R Pol A Apn! 1881 Nos 18779 NAI
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<atisfied that they did not even ask that the census <hould not
bu repeated  With rerard to therr other gniances Colonet
Blair advised them to have a meeting with the Darbar officals
Accordinely the Bhils, who were not more than a hundred
assembled i Rukhavanath and were <eated on a slope close to
the Chatni 1n which the Raj Officials were seated All was
gome well, ull Sanwaldass ashed the Bhils* ‘Why are vou not
gome to ield anvthing at all and immediately <ome sepoys
began to load ther guns On noucing this the Bhuls rap
whereupon a shot was fired* In fact this unprovoked firmg
was the result of a lack of farsichtedness on the part of the
Mewar officials Tn fact the crowd was nsiemificant, and 1t
was practicallh unarmed having nothing but therr crude wea-
pons as such th~ act of shootine them down was mexcusable®

This incident created a sur among the Bhuls and 1t was
feared that these disturbances mav take a <erious turn and an
early Bhils attach on hherwora was antimpated At Asirgath,
Kotra Payee and other places also the people jomed the dis-
satisfied Bhnls At Aargarh 2 Kamdar and some polee con
stables were put to death Bhils burnt the Police post of
Rewra Pass  Alshva Singh the Hakim of the il dustosct,
was seized w the willaze of Parsad and the road between Udm
pur and Rherwara was closed The Chief Jeaders of the up
surge were Neema Gamett of Besih Pal, hhena of Peeph and
Jovsts of Saraten Therefore, to suppress the Bhis two
compamies of 26th NT from Ahm-~dabad and four companss
of 20th NT from Baroda were ashed to be reads to move®
A proclamation dated the 21st Apnl 1881 was issued® by the

11 Id

15 Id

46 Letter dt 18th Aprl i8S1 from Col Plur to AGG
Raj op at Al

47 Swamaldas, hau Rapy Tir Tamod p 2220

48 Letter i 2201 Apnl  IBS1 From \scetor  Simlz 10

Sceretary of State london T & P Pol, A A\fnl 1891 Noo 1357177
bRt

49 frothmaton o s Afnl 1887 of HH e Mal2
1ama of Ldwjur b K P Tol, o ypnl 1831 No 148 NAT
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Maharana of Udaspur appealing the Bhils not to engage with
the Raj troops In the meanwhile a Khanta from Lt Colonel
C K. M Waltor, the AGG in Rajasthan, was addressed to
the Chils of Dungarpur, Banswara and Pratabgarh ntimating
them about the Blul disturbances in Mewar and asking them to
take precautions 1n these respective terrgory and to co-operate
with the Brtish efforts,”

But, as a result of the Maharana’s pursonal antervention,
an agreement,’ which consited of twenty-one artiles, was con-
cluded on 19th April, 1881 between the Darbar and the Bhuls of
Mewar according to which Maharana agrecd  with the  (erms
that the houses of the Bhuls were not to be counted, census offi-
cials were not to be allowed to live in Rakhabdeop, the accus-
cd of the murder of Thancdar and Scpoys in Paduna and Bara
Pal was o be pardoned, land was not to be measured and so
on  Thus, practically all the demands of the Bhuls were accept
ed by the Maharana

Bl Outrages i Doongarptir

But i spate of the agreetent peace could not be restored
mmedtately and disturbances continued  On 13th June, 1881,
a number of Blub, apparently of the Borai Pal attacked and
brutally murdered ninc Mckranis and a Paqe who were pro-
ceeding towards Salumber n scarch of employment™ On 19(h
July, 1881, Dr Stratton™ was ashud to mmpress on the Mewar
Darbar the necessity of taking every possible mewsure for the
arrest of the perpetrators of this atrocious mueder  Accord-
ingly the Mewar Dirbar sent Dayalil a Durbar oftintl who was
much trusted and liked by the Bluls, to enquure mto the case
with instruetions to explam to the Gametis of Pals en route
what had oceurred, and the nced of punshing the offenders  He

50 Khantu de 20th Apnl 1881 hom AGG i Ry 10 the
Chiely of Dungupur Baswar and Pranbpulc & P Pl A
Apnl 1881 Nos 197179 NAI

1 1 &P Pol A Apnl 1881, No 313 NAI

2 1 R P Pal A Decomber 1881, Nos 6271 NAI

58 Dr Stratton was the O Residunt i Mewar
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was alwo directed to remind the Bhuls of the terms of the Rakb-
avanth comentien” and 1o awertam what Pals could be de
oded o1 Accordioeh Davald armed at Tatora an the
clo~e viamt. o f Borar There he found that the Darber ROTRE
or bulimgs had been <et on fire by the Bhils, apparenthy of
Boau analal <ent for the Borar Gowmetis, who howerver, dd
rot comz o that dav ard en th= r2q day surrounded the temple,
where Daalat and hi pary were <iaving, and attacked Davahl
Girdawar and his pariv with swords and arrows  Davalal, how-
ever escaped  On further erquin the Darbar officals could
not get the name of the assailants and the mmpostion of pumish
riet was postoonsd urtd the Mewar Darder becomes power-
ful  Latr troops were arain < from Udaipar, whxh <up-
pressed the rrcurgence and punshed s leaders™  The Maha
rura gt a fort constructed at Borar and put a garmcen of 300
troops 1n the fort <o that the peace could eaalh be memtamed ™

D- Strztton. Reudent m Mewar had <ort a detaded re
port on the murder of Makrams firz thz responabdits o7 the
B Pals of Borai' 2rd N\ath2ra™  Oa a2ccount of th: murder
of Mahrams and an attzch o Daszlal, the troops were deploy
ed” aram<t the Bhil Pals of Boren therr huts were razad to
the crounds and 1\ were plundared  The \Makarara imswsted
that the 2ccused of the rurder of Makrams mast <urrender be
fore the Darkar troops. while the Bhils of Borar were prepared

Polanem o de 191 yynl 1881 (0 fn'd boawoen the
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to pay the finc” By paymg a fine, thc Bhuls thought they
would carn ‘Safar’ and this gave them some consolation But
the Maharana refused to grant them pardon unul the assailants
of ten Mukramis did not surrender  Finally, therefore, on 16th
February, 1882, when the troops converged on Borai by seve
ral routes not a man was met and the whole Borat was found
evacuated” As a result of this engagement two or three Dar-
bar men were wounded by the Bluls and four Bhls were kil
ed® A reward of rupces two hundred fifty for the arrest of
the head and m the murder of Mak-
ranis and wayfarcrs m Dungarpur termtory was announced
But the Bhuls refused to surrender the accused It should, how-
ever, be admutted that due to the nultary operation the Bhils
had already suffered a lot as Dr Stratton, Offg Resident i
Mewar, himself observed, ‘They (Bhils) sacnficed their spring
crops, which withered on ceasing to be watered  They lost also
the produce of the mango and ‘mahwa’ trees this season, and
in order to prevent nmight-lurking about the place, thew scat
tered houses had to be unroofed  Beyond this they have left a
location which, for a Pal, 1s singularly well favoured, from s
extent and excellence both for cultivation, grazing and jungle
produce ™ But, the Borai Bhils' conditions to surrender were

that the offenders be pardonded, Gameties, Phulpra and Laljtra
and some 25 others be not prosecuted and the Gameties be not
hanged or amprisoned for Ifc and while deprived of theer
Gametsship, be not imprisoncd for morc than a short period,
say 4 or 6 months, etc”

63 Tatter de 2hh Aprd 1882 from Dr ] P Swatton Offg
Resdent sn Mewar to the Lirst Asntant to the AGG nRay T &
¥ A Jun, 1882 Nos 8392 NAT

Gi Tetter de 21th April 1882 fiom ] P Stratton to First
Avtt to AGG m Ry, op at NI

65  1hc preene figmes e hidled—1 Bluls arrested—8  Bluls
apined 11 Qule 55 goats 3 guns 6 Sowars 75 hows wnd ariaws
and some miscellneous propety T & P Pol, A Junc 1882 No
B2 N\

66 Tctter dr 24l April 1882 from Dr ] P Strwton Ol
Ncwar Resident to the Tiest Asstt 1o the AGG m Ray T & P
Tol, A June, 1882 Nos 8302

67 Ibhd
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On l6th March, 1892, 1 the moming the™ troops startad
therr cperaucn m Nathera to find eat the culpnts of bz moar-
der of Makrams and of an attach on Dayalal After 2 lutde
<Lrrmnhing, 1 whih cnz or tho Darbar troops wers woundsd
the Bhl were <eversh pemahsed with the forcible colkction
of the sears revenne™ But at Nathara the Bhils dd pot re-
fuse to «urrender and hid down a1 the feet of the Derber ofh
cer a Frap of therr bows and arrows m tohen of <ubmussion
Therr bond to absimin from future plandenng was acceptad and
2 <hab of <tone accerdmng to thz custom of thz Bhils, was bun
ed 2t a terrple as a proof of the contract bemng secred™ Thbe
arreement provided that th: Gamenes and the Baujrunan would
never allow 2 woeman beae halled on the suspxson of ber betog
a witch  Bf they had 2 <Lspicion about any woman, they would
repont to the Governmant. Thev took thz Ozth of *RALE JI
to promse that thy would follow the agreement’.®

As 2 resalt of this asreement thz other ‘Pals® were const
derabh <cared and st was, therefore, hoped that the result of
both th- Borar and Nathara affairs would <omswhat revnve the
presice and wrflusnce of State autherty, which hed <«wfered
01 acceart of the 1891 oatbreak. In this context the role play
ed by the Maharana's officals, Le., Mms'er Ra1 Panrall, Hakim
Gound Siech. Milnzn Assocaate Mamap Aman Sogh and b
th~ troops vhich were composed pantly of the State regulars.
r:nl; of Iozal Imi=s, 2nd parth of the noblas, kad been remask-
ablx

Tke Bhils of Borsi had <uTered a ot <mce the outbeeak
of 1821, but however an acreemert was conclded o1 284
Februan 1823 accordinz 1o which the Bhils gne up all gums
and wonds 1n therr possesaon, promsad to keep no arms ex-
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cept bows and arrows ageed to re establish their Pal on the
lands gnen to them for the purpose and to pay a fine of Rs
2100 to the Darbar They also promised to pay up the re
venue of Rs 300 to pive up withn a month and or a month
and a half the Bhils guilty of the murder of Makramis and of
an attack on Dayalal etc™

As a result of this agreement peace and order could be
re-established 1n the Mewar terntory and the proposal to hold
a conference at Abu was finally abandoned by the Brush Gov
ernment™ The Maharana Udaipur also advised the Brtish
Government to follow a ‘slow and gradual manner policy with
the Bhils of the country who were an ignorant race and whose
deeds were divorced from rational deliberation and were always
a result of chaotic impulse and extreme ignorance ™

Blul rauds on Mewar Malikanta border

Mewnwhile the Mewar Mahikanta border also becam=
senaitve due to the various Bhil outrages In the months of
June July 1881, there had been a number of Bhil raids on the
Mewar Mahikanta border and the Railway 1ron was stolen away
On enquiry the mamn cause of these raids was ‘the enhanced
price of salt’ and ‘to secure the attention of the Darbar® to their
difficulues  But with the help of the Sirohi troops the Railway
aront stolen was recovered mn the Ider State Fines were um
posed on the Bhils ranging from Rs 50 to Rs 130 or cattle of
equal value and a guarantee for their future good behaviour was
obtamed ™ To prevent the Bhil raids m future on the frontier
1t was suggested that the strength of the police must be mcre
ased to avoud such occurrences

73 Agrcement dr 28th Feb 1883 between the Bluls and
State authonues F R P Pol A Apnl 1883 Nos 6673 NAl

74 Lewer dc 30th May 188> from H M Dawand Under
Sectetary 1o the GOI to Col ERC EBradford AGG for Ray
F P Pol A June 1887 Nos 7687 NAI

75 Translagon of 2 Khatt from the Mabarama of Mewar to
the Resident at Mewar Pol A June 1839 Nos 7687 NAI

76 Agreement dt 28th Feb 1883 berween the Bluls and
the State authorities F & P Pol A Apnl 1883 Nos 6673 NAI
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Dispute between Mevwar and Dungarp o Bhils

In Apnl 12883 there had been an affrav between the Bhils
of Mewar and Dungarpur over a fishing pool 1n the mer Soam,
which once agam threatened the peace and order m the area”™
But the situation was mmmedately brought under control ana
a s<ettlement was contluded on 19th D ber, 1883, and the
ceremony of rendermg the pools sacred was performed i the
precence of Supenntendent Hilly tracts, the ‘Motamds® and
Valils of both the States and the members of the Panchayat
According to the agreement both <«des agreed to ‘abstam from
Lilling fish 10 the Ara Pool and Kairalo Pool’ and ‘not to raise
amy dispute 1 future’  Should amv one act contrary to this be
will be accountable to the dems of Rikhavdeo and to the Sar-
har™ The Bhils further agreed ‘rot to Lill Ine fich, ror to
drag the water and whilz anv fish died of natural canees they
v oald not come to carry them awav "™ Thus the dicpute bet-
ween the Mewar and Dansarpur Bhils was <ettlked and biw 2nd
order Was mamtaimed 1 this Hilly arca.

Thus the Blul nswgs of 1881 and 1882 were suppreseed
wih a Peavy hand  Victon re<ted with the authonues Thew
opponents over reached themsehes by their unscrupulousress and
therr paseon. But the triumph of the authorues was brought
about at the expense of the disumty of the Bhls. The forest-
dwellers of different regions never made a common cavae  This
facilitated successful operations of the troops of the Darbars
and the Brush to suppress them separately Bt fortuzatsh
m 1922 and onward a kead came from Metsm! Tepwat, who
rade them conscious of thesr rights and prepared them fo take
a siand agamnst the authonties.

_—

“ Z-" lﬁ"l‘YRdel"Jl Dec, 1893, from the Supdr Fllv trcs
ew2r (o tte Rey, t N d 1S Y
IS1131A NAL ent at Mewar  F K P Pol. \ Feb, 1°°1 Nox

€ Ibd

73 Tle a~reement was uzned by the \fowar Goruuer Hikim
of lLtI \;zrg Dunzarpur Gomuties and In the Mo amind on 1%
part of tte Duncaspur Sate F & p tt. Pol, A, s Feb. 1574
Sos 1311314 \g;. Dep ol A for Feb
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Mott Lal Lepawat and the Bhids

In the year 1921 1922 3 number of Bhil disturoances oceur
1ed 10 the Districts of Mewar, Jdar, Dungarpur, Sirohi, Danta and
other places™  The mamn cause of the Bhil agHation was the
different systems of land revenue and pattas cnforced 1 the
States of Mewar, Sitohs, Dungarpur, Polo, Danta and Jdar
Therr principal demand was to abolish the different systems of
taxation and o replace them by onc umiform sysicm  throughe
out the whole arca inhabited by the Bluls bewween Rajputana
and Gujarat proper” In Sanuary, 1922, Motilal Tejawat col-
lected about $000 Bhils at Poskina, of these 1800 were armed
with muzzle loading guns  Motlal Tejawat also tried to orga-
nise the Biuds from the other regions and he could successfully
persuade the Bhils of Danta and Chandravats (Sirchr) to jon
the agiation agamst the taxation system® In fact all the Bhils
of Mewar, Swohs, Dungarpur and Poshma, Pal and Khalsa
Villages of Jdar jomed him and organised a rebellion  This
was the first yme when all the Bhals under the Ieadership of
Motilhl Tejawat could rise agamst the States and the Brstish
Government  Bhils Tooked upon hun as therr ventable ‘Mes.
suh’s who had come for therr eternal deliverance™ The States
and the Britsh Government looked at the agitation as a chal-
Ienge to thewr authonty  The Tdar Darbar sssvad a proclama~
ton banning the ‘gathering of Bluls and 1 entry of Motilal
Tejawat or give ham shelter or protection as an offence ™

In Sirolu the agitation was feaching the chmax and Vijai

B0 Tetter No 821 of 1928 29 (Cankil) ¢|l( 100 .‘;7 Imr]n )\lh Il:\
! amros § Master Preudent Idar State Counal 1o the Pol
Rlcl;lllxzzcl;lrl Malukantr T & P Depte Tile No 2701 ol 1920 NAT
Rl letter No 821 of 192829 (Confdl) dt 10th June 1927
from Khan Fifvgdnr Tramror & Muster Presdent L Sl'uc Lounal
10 the Political Agent Malukmts T & 1 Depte Tale No 276F of
1020 NAL
82 1bd
83 b
81 Prochmation dt Hth Teb 1022 1;\1\1

ted by the Idar Darbar
F & P Deptt, ile No 276 of 1920 NAT
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Sinzh Pathik was maed to pecidy the Bl Commumn® Ttz
Bhily agreed 10 hold a conference on a particular date, wheh
was 1o be fixed and 1o co-operatz with the State, but instead
of allonmng the Bhl conferercz, the Stz followed the poly
of repressicn which infurmated the Bl In thz meanwbile, ez
bebalf of Mahemma Gandhs, Many L2l Rothan was <ert fo
Sroln who could <uccessfulh perseade Motilal Tepwat, the
Boil lader and Mr Hodaod the AGG 1 Rapsthan fo-
necoaations  Bat the Rappatana Acepes éd rod fuldl ais pro-
mis2 and on &h May 1922, the yJagzy—Bhula and Balohna—
were szt on fire and the police opeped fire on the peacefu]l Bhls
m Rokera Tehal® A pamphlt was crrculated under the cap-
ton  Second Bhil Trasedv i1 Swohi' and the prosecutien of
Vi Singh Pathih was propoed™ The mformation of thees
Police atrocities reached Rapsthon Seva Sangh, Ajmer on 9th
Mav 1922, 2nd the pews appeared 1 wome of the new<papenc
cn 10th May, 1922% Rapsthan S~va Sangh deputad Sabz
Bhalat and Rem Naram Chondhan on a fact finding mussi~a,
who reached Balola on 15th May, 1922, 2nd racorded the «a'»
ments of a rumber of Panches and peacelul aitwzas™ Th-
Panchas explaned the atation which amounted to a pathetc
rarration of cruelies to which thay weez subjectzd Tk Sova
Sazch’s represemtatng further exammmed zboot 115 wim~<s
who coTotorated the statemezt of the Parchas Besdes, abo.t
158 Bhils zlo recorded thewr statements seporateh  If the
S21a Sanch’s report 1s given credence, about 3?5 famibes and
18% msn 2nd women were killed, 640 souses were erher
burrt or razed to the ground, 7085 masnds of gram were doe-
troved 60 carts were burnt, 103 cattls were enbrr afied o

S Mr Ramalaet Malusz, Sate Qref Mir or bad v 2
t-lezrzm to Mabatra Gandhi appreqaury the eorts mate by Pa it
m paafvurs the Fhuls in o' hely Bharwan Doy Da's
Penrn Fr Jem Jozen pp 7278

“ helr op ar pp 27

85 F RTP P Depr, Fils No 8,11 (%) of 192723 43P
(¢ of 1922238 \aj

£2 Terun Paystten dr 10 Mav 1920

£ Coudlan RONL Jerm q PapTzn Rels Rlaz
wardas op at, p 73



Ile Bl Movemenis 181

taken away and the other articles worth rupees ten thousand
were destroged dunng this agiation  Thrs Bhil tragedy awa
kened and excited the people about therr cvil hiberties and
rights to Iive freely and peacefully*

However i spite to the State s repressive policy the agita
ton could mot be suppressed completely Moulal Tejawat
was stll there who had shared sorrow and pleasure with the
Bhils He had now begun to dress hke the Bhuls In the be
ginming of 1923 Moulal Tejawat agan organssed a new Ak’
movement among the Bluls of Pashinz and Sirohi® He direct
ed the agation from Chhochor ncar Dilwara It secms that
the Mukhis of Poshma Patta under the leadershup of Tejawat
had approached the Praja Mandal of the Idar State 1n Bombay”
The Jdar Praja Mandal had also become mterested 1n Blul ags
tation and 1t persuaded the Bhils to jom the Mandal as mem
bers  They also wanted to utiise Motilal Tejawat’s services
m this direction®  This provoked the State and Britssh autho
ntes  The Poluical Agent, Mahtkanata Maharana Mewar
and the Bombay Police were therefore very keen to arrest him
Mot Lal Tejawat however took the stand before the British
authoritics that he had not committed any nmstake but was
smmply doing the social and religrous work among the Bhils he
further explamed that since the officials are corrupt they want
to arrest him®  Motilal therefore requested the AGG  that
he may be allowed to go to Satyagraha Ashram® but the Bom
bay Government and the Idar Darbar strongly protested agatmst

90 Kela Phagwandas op ot p 73 There 15 a difference
of opmion with regard to the casualues  According to Prichard
who had viuted Bilolia on 8th May 1922 50 men werc killed and
150 wounded unfortunately the report prepared by the Rajasthan
Seva Sangh has been lost

9! Letter No B21 of 192829 (Confdl) dt 10th June 1979
from khan Phadur Framroz S8 Master Preadent Idar State Coun
«al to the Poltscal Agent Malukama op et NAI

97 Letter dt N fournd ur powesonr of Wonls! Tegawae a¢
the ume of s arrest  Tile No 276-P of 1920 F & P Deptt NAT

93 Ihd

91 Letter de 25th May 1924 from Moulal ’lqmwal 1o the
AGG 1 Ray F & P Deptt File No 185P of 1925
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any such move and requested the Brish authorities that “Teja-
wat should not be allowed to go free™ A warrant for his arrest
was therefore, 1ssued  Ulumatels, on 4th Jume, 1929, Tejawat
was arrested 1n a dramatic way by one Hawaldar of Idar State
when Tejawat came 1 a village near Khed Brahama (Idar) in
the Brahamajp's temple where he was to attend a conference of
the Bhils™ He was handed oser to the State of Mewar in
July, 1929”7 The Mewar State hept Tejawat in the Central
Jail for nme years without tral and without preferring any
charges agamst lum™ A number of attempts were made to get
him ‘free’ from the Central Jail, Udaipur but with no success

On 3rd November, 1935, fresh attempts were made to get
m rebered Mombl Kothan mtenened in the matter. He
went to Udapur and stayed there for five days During b
stav 1n Udaipur, Manilal Kotharnt met with the Mahamana of
Udaipur, Prime Mmister Dharma Naramm and Bntish Resident
Colonel Battharm and requested them to release Motilal Teja-
wat™ But the Mewar Stete was not ready to release him un-
conditionalls  The State demand was that Motilal Tejawat may
give an undertzahing that (1) he will not participate in any anti-
State actnaues, (2) and will not leave the Mewar terntory with-
qut the consent of the Maharana®™ Manilal Kothari met wuth
Motilal Tejawat in the Central Jail and found that he was happy
During their talls Motilal Tejawat appried Manila} Kothari
with the situation and explained to him that b~ weuld not Iike
a conditional releace, The Mewar State Gorernment, however,
again insisted that Motilal Tejawat accept the conditions. In
response, Tejawat expressed his eagerness 1o accept the condi-

95 Letter No 298 dt Tk Jure, 1925 from the Dombar Gos
arment 1o e GOT ¥ X P Depir. Fale No 1551 of 1925
s Letier No 20 of 192229 (Confdl). dt 10th June 1729

from Preadent Mdar State Counal to t! e Polincl Agert, Malikantz
op ar, NAT

97 Rapustlan, &t 15th Nov., 1933
93 Rejasthan, dt 18th Nos., 1933

lm‘y' Ropstlan, @t 18th Nov, 1933, Inlruansa de $nd Mav.

100 Ragesthan, dt I8th Nov., 1933
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tional release provided his two conditions were accepted by the
Mewar State  These two conditions were  firstly, to certify that
he was not guwilty of any offence and sccondly, be will have a
right to suc those people who had planned a conspiracy agamst
him and had tried to defame tum™ Tt 15 sad that Statc Gov-
ernment accepted his demand and, accordingly, on 16th Apnl,
1936, Motilal Tejawat gave an undertaking that '*
1 *I will not feave the Mewar termtory without obtain-
g consent of the State
2 “I have not done anythwg agamst the State nor
will I do 1 the future
3 “I may be awarded a certificate to the effect that I
was innocent, so that I may have a reputed place
m the Society
4 “I may be awardcd a certificate of a good character
1‘orI the period of my imprisonment 1 the Central
Jan
5 “M the Government consider that I am fit for any
job, T am ready to accept 1t
“] may be permtted be file a sust agawnst those who
had planned a conspiracy aginst me and had 1m-
puted falsc allegations to me™
Accordingly. on 23rd Apnl, 1936, Motilal Tejawat was re-
leased from the Central Jail, Udaspur and a certificate was
issucd on 24th August, 1936 by the Supenintendent, Central Jail,
Udaipur to hym 1n which 1t was stated that *Motilal Tejawat had
been under amprisonment from 6th August, 1929, to 23rd Apnl
1936, as a political prisoner and dunng hus stay m the Jail hus
character had been satisfactory’* After his release Tejawat
was asked to cxpress his willingness about the type of work he
would Lke to do  Tejawat expressed his willingness to work
and fo assist those peasants of Mewar who do not cultivate cot-
ton He requested an assistance of Rs 5,000 for the work to

10, Repcthon dr L Moy 1936

102 Jhid, Argen b 12th May 1936

103 Rajasthan, de ith May 19036 Dr Swgmnl 1< a media
tor hd alvo played an smporant role for the release of Motilal
Tejawat
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start and Re 1 per day for his own mamtenance He assured
the State that with this financial axd he will weave Khady and
launch a propaganda for the use of Khad: to improve the eco-
nomic condition of the peasants of Mewar™ But 1t 15 sad
that the Maharana of Mewar did not like hus plan and mnstead
suggested to hum to work among the Kapar and Sanst of the
district, who were about 3,500 1 number and had become a
problem as far as the mamtenance of law and order was con
cemed He was further asked to belp hanar and Sansi to mm
prove therr public conduct and assured Tejawat that all the ex-
penditure mcurred m this respect will be borne by the State™
Mottlal Tejawat, howeser could not decide upon hss future plhn
immedately and thus aroused suspicion m the mind of the Gov-
ernment with regard to s attitude and public conduct

Howeser, 1 1942, dunng the ‘Quit India Movement® Teja-
wat was agam arrested 11 Mewar and was Lept in Jail for about
2 vear and a half ™ In 1946 Moulal Tejawat mtimated the Ins-
pector-General of Police, Udaipur, that simce the theft cases
and the cow <hughter have become everydav affarr n the Bl
areas of Mewar, he intended to go there to change the hraris
of the Bhls™ But the Mewar Police 1 the first mstance 1m-
posed a ban that Tejawat must not leave the Municrpal hmuts™
and later he was arrested However, on 3rd Februan, 1947,
Tejawat was released from Jait and on this occas:on 2 puthe
reception was accorded to him*®

Mussionary actoities and thewr effects on the Bhils of Mewar
As a result of Brush rule m Indn, the Chnstan s

<siomanes had spread all over the country In Rajasthan.

and particularls, i Banswara, Dungarpur, and Swohy the

101 Ibid.
105 g
106 Navieevan de 1%¢h Feb, 1916
107 Ihd.

302 Vade order of Shn Ram Singh, for IGP &t 2% O~.
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areas where Bhuls Inve 1n large numbers the missionaries set
about their business among these people who were very poor,
superstittous and backward  Taking advantage of thewr 1gnor-
ance and innocence, the Christun mussionaries could easdly con
vert these Bhuls to Christumty by offermg help n cash and kind
dutig famine and other natural calamitics  Chnstian Churches
were opened between 1860 and 1880 1n almost all the import
ant States  Simultancously, mussion schools were also  started
with a view to spreading the Christanity  The Bible had al-
ready been translated mto Marwan by the missionaries of Seram
pur 1 the first decades of the 19th century  In spite of all this
the natwve rulers could not do anything to prevent these anti
religious activities of the mussionaries as they feared the Chriy
tan Government A number of mussionaries came m Rajas-
than 1n the name of serving the people but actually to convert
them to Christiamity”  As a result of their activities ¢ general
dissatisfaction prevailed i Udaipur and the AGG decided to
stay the ‘conversion’ movement**

Vanvast Sewa Sangh

Another important orgamisation was the Seva Sangh’” It
was established partrcularly for the welfare of the Bl com
munity and to awaken them soctally and poliically  The Sangh
was successful to a great extent 1n attmng its object so much
so that a number of Bhuls pledged not to drnk and to take
opwm mn future™ The Bhils also demanded the responsible

110 F R P Tile No 11D of 1928 NAI Miw imcha The
Jir an Amencwn missonary had requested the State Governmant
to allow ler 10 work s Sirobt Thé Sirohi Darbar had suggested
that Muss Bhekar should preach i such a wiy as mot to hart the
fcelings of the people AGG 8 DO letter No 27 Tol 28 dt
14th Feb 1928 1o Chartes & Wartson Pal Se¢ G OT Tile No
11 of 1028 NAI

111 T &P Deptt VGG s note File No 2337 (5) of 1936

112 The members of the Vanvast Seva $anghs executne were
Surva Shr Raj humar Man Singlt Bhurelal Baye Bhogial Pandya
and others

113 hela Bhagwindws Deshs Rapa Shasan Chap 17 pp
332383
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government In 1940 Vamasi Sewa Sangh Dungarpur, or
ganised an exhibion™ through which the Bhil boys and guls
presented 2 number of JHANKIS highlichting the social and
economic progress of the country In 1945 Bhurelal Baya ap
pealed to the people to donate Liberally for the further deve
lopment of Vamvast Sewa Sansh *

Observanons on the Bhil rising

The nature of the sporadic Bl nsing was a hind of un
rest duc to ap apprehension of bewng deprned of their indni
dual liberty and tribal freedom which they were enmjoving for
lone  The expeniments mn new reforms tried by the Dar-
bar and the Residents resulted i greater oppression and njust
icc  Hence by nsmg and defying the authority of the State
thev formulated a case for their hiberty and even attempted an
overthrovv of State Governments because they were not pre
pared to mend therr ways The atutude of the States encour
aged the semn independent tribes to adopt various patterns of
opposttion to taxes and census operations introduced bv the
Brtsh  Moreover, the sectanan factor also whipped up the
local population at one time or the other, thus resulung ito
a conflagration  Thus the Bhil msing m a way helped 1n the
emergence of national consciousness by opposmg an alien Gov
ernment at different times and at different places

—_——

1314 Nareeran &t G6th June 1940
1o Nagecren dt 20th August 1915
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POTHICAT MOVIMINIS AND FSIABIISHMEN]
O POITLICAT INSTTLUITONS IN RATASIHAN

(1124 1019)

The repereussions of the mtreductien of <ome cluments
responsible government in Bestish Tndiy under the Governmen
of India Act 191) and the non violent non co oper uin move
ment of Mabtmer Gandhe in Britwsh Indin created o demand
for constiutiom! tule and genersted a desre for participation
m all matters of common nterests with the people of Britsh
Indit amony, the people of the Indin Stites  This demand 1in
crused with years and the people of the States of Rayjsthn
began to crgannse themselves by vanous means  The  perd
1924 1939 thus witnessed & mass political movement and the
establishment of political institutions demnding,  Responsibly
Government i the varous States of Rapsthan

In the following, piges an attempt has been made to traco
a history of these political movements which led to the esta
bli hrent o political mstitutions i the varous States of Ray
asthn

Alwar

In the year 1925 the poliica! condition of the State wis
very suffcciting Bung adjicent to Bratsh Indnn terrstory  the
Stute subjpcts were gradually showing  pol tieally  consuous
But (here was o 1epresentitive assembly i the Stite and the
Tws were victinlly the arbitraty orders of the Maharya  There
was no newspiper i the Stite of note and free specch and

187



185 Tie Po'ttral Mo ements and duakemung in Rejasthan

the nght to hold public meetngs were demed® Alwar State’s
Sed: 101 Law was m force 1 accordance with which “po padbhe
meetng was 10 be beld for the discussion of “apy political <ub-
ject or for the exhibiton and distribution of amy wnttza or
pnnted matter relanng to anv such subjects.”*

Neem «chana Tragedy (1925)

Thus sort of polical atmosphere Ied to the bith to a pum
ber of agitations m the State  In May, 1925, lard measuremsnt
took place mn Bansir and Gau Ka thana Tepsils of Alwar and
the new taxes were mmposed This was opposed by the Ra put
cultnators of the Neemuchana villagz on the ground that there
<bould not bz apy mncrease n the taxes as the ‘people were
already over bardered At the miual stage, Mabaraja Jaxizo
Sinch did not payv anv attention to the cultnators” demard bur
wkhen the a2gitation began to <pread, the Makarap tnzd to sap-
press 3t with a keavn kard On 14th May, 1925, the Sae
troops surrounded the willacz and opered fire on the peacelul
cuitnators without amv  pre wamnmg.' Esven the womsn fols
were rot <pared and they were <hamelessh  dishomoured 2nd
msulted It s beleved that as a resalt of the finng 2t kav
353 buts were destroved, 71 cattle head were burnt and pro-
perty woth Re 50000 to Rs 100000 was lootzd awas
Besides 95 persons were halled, more than 250 were wounded
and innumerable houses were set on fire* This created 2 pare

m the State, howener, the repressne policy of the State dod not
change

1 Chudmr p L
tectien pp 8,95

2 dlear Stue Sedwom fao speed o Qedzs POL
op at, pp 95

3 Clowd'ty R N\ Jentman Roy slen pp 13032 hela
E D Duli Paga Stasen pp 32223

4 Rapshan Sewa Sangh had conducted an engury an e
raue apd Mam Lal hothan hanhna L2l habantn La's ke
Joour and Tralmachan Hanp were sent on the smt for o'~ 3 ¢
posc who umted tte plice in drzure Clowdlsy R N op .
pp 170352 Tie report was Later on flacet before the Al Pany
Conferetce an 175 a Ttucknow hela B D op at, pp S2223

Tle Intirn Prunces wnder Bntsh I o
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In the ycar 1927 28 in accordance with his repressive
paley, Maharage of Alwar banned the entry of more than half
a dozen newspapers into his ternitonics and ordered that a per
son 1n whose possession o single page of the prohbited papers
1s found will be lable to five years ngorous wmprisonment and
he may be made to pay & finc up to Rs 5000 and further that
“if need be, he may be sent away from hes motherland and
bamished for good out of the Alwar State boundaries * The
result was that the Maharaja became so much unpopular that
he was publicly hooted down*

Resentment among the Muslims aganst the State [ducation
Policy The Meo Agitation

There was a gencral discontentment among the Mushms of
the State because of the State s education policy  The Mushms
demanded that the teaching of the Quran should not be restrict
ed and the medsum of wstruction—Urdu—should be allowed m
the State” Wuth these demands a Mushm agitation stasted an
May, 1932 The Maharaja however mamtamncd that ‘there
was no truth whatever in the Mushm agitation * But the agt
tation did not remair confined to Alwar State it indeed began
to spread among the adjomung British Indian territories also
and the British mnterventson was demanded* It appears that as

5 Rnawt daed Mth January 1928

6 The Maharqz was to attend a meetng of (he Samatan
Dliirma Sabha at Alwar but he was greeted there with the sloging
¢f shame shame  The situation heeime so crncal that the Mahy
ra1 Jefe thbe plice under Iolice protection The fimes of India
dated Cth May 1920 Riyasat dated Mth My 1920

7 In thes context an wacle under the cipton Alwar State
and Mushims writeen 1y Sied Ghulam ik Narang Advocate Am
Tla a pur((l i Tre Tight dated Tat Mav 193 Tile No 338
P (Vo? 1y Seeret of 1932 T & P NAT

8 DO Ietter No 081/15Conf /82 dated 14th May 1932 from
Gir Leonad Roynolds A GG i Rajiahin 1o the Covernment of
Indin Tile No 338D (Vol I) Scc of 1952 T & I NAT

9 Tetter dated Gth June 1932 from Mohammad Yaun khan
a meml er of the Legulitne Councl to Capt Sardir Srkandar Hyar
Rhun Revenue Member Punjal Government It 15 abo 1o be noted

\continued on next fage)
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a recult of this agitauon, Mushms mn large numbers begas to
Jeave the State termtory Tbe snuation, howesver, became
worst when the Meos of the nesghbouring areas, vz, Gurgzoz,
and Rohtak, etc, began 1o send JATHAS' i Alwar to press
the Mushm demands 2ud threatened to take ‘durect acton’
causmg sncendansm, finng <hots at officals 2nd brinjing about
a reign of terror 10 the distncts™ The Mabarap of Alwzr,
therefore requested the Brush Government for Mibitary assnt
ance® to suppress the Meg agtation. The Brush Government
mmediately reacted and on 9th January, 1933 the Brixh
troops moved to Alwar * It appears, bowever, that in o~ b~
ganing the Maharaja was not willing to co-operate with the
Brtsh troops, perhaps because thewr presence, the Maharap
thoucht, would derogate his authorsty™ But a2s thz <1 wsin
began to worsen he changed s mind® The Brush troops

{contd from pre 1045 pa.e)
that even the Head Mauly of the Jama Maspd Deilr et tte
Pobucl Staean Government of India on J«t Julv 1932, ard de
mandcd an immediate Briih  ntenveption St Zafrullah Rian.
Member of the Leanslatine Cauna! vade s letter No 27761 N\ da ot
20th Julv 1932 addre ed to H AT Maalle, Secretary folinal Dr
partment Government of India also demanded the ¥ nu % mtenen
tion 1n the Alwar S ate a%airs File No 335P (\ol 1) Saetof [ 2
F & P, NAT

10 A note on tle file under ugnatures of Tawdduk Husan
and 11 Willamwn dated 26ih Julv 1932, menuons that 2 L7re
sumber of Musl ms Lave tpme from Alwar an) are staungz a0 2
cmp an front of Jamz \Maspd  File \o 333P (ol 1) Seac of
193, F & P, NA

11 Confdenual Dsan dated 10th January 1933 File o
338P (ol 1) Secret of 1932, F & . NAl

12 DO Letter No ;I (Conldl) dated 27th becember 10°%
from the Maharaja Jeo Deo of Alwar to Col Ozibue the AGG 17
Rajpuana  Fife N6 45 5 (Par 1§ of [955 Pof. fome Yol £ 3 3S

13 DO Jerter Mo il (Corfdl) dated 27th Dec, 1932, from
Maharaja Jeo Do of Alwar 10 Col Ombue 1~ AGG 1n Fap
putana of at NAL

14 Telegram No 6/M9 dated 9th January 1938 Alwar Dary
o 1 from East Com. Bareilly 10 Gen St28 File So 43§ (Part 1)
$$ ol of 1933 Home Rol, \AI

15 Note dated 1:th January 1733 of Home Seqetary il
No 43/8 (Part 1) 33 Pol” of 1933 Hom~ fol. NAI
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could re-establish law and order soon and ‘all was quet m
the disturbed areas The Butish Government then persuaded
the Maharaja to appoint a British Officer as his Revenue Mims
ter and another Briush Officer as Inspector General of Police
m the State The Maharaja however, agreed to the Bnush
proposals reluctantly *

Mahara Alwar leaves the State

It appears that the British Government was not happy about
the attitude adopted by the Maharaja The Bntsh Govern
ment, therefore, asked the Maharaja to leave the State for two
years and to hand over all the powers to the Prime Munister
F V Wyle or to face an Enquiry Commussion which w1ll look
mto his deeds © Ul y the Mah was to
leave the State for England where he was refused an mtemew
with Her Majesty™ Later the British Government however
allowed the Maharaja to return to the Alwar State® with his
allowance reduced from Rs 25000 to Rs 12500 per month™®

Aguitation for o better Government

As soon as the Maharaja returned in the first balf of Octo
ber, 1937, an agitation for a ‘better government™ i the State
was started and 2 number of public meetings were orgamsed
Simultaneously, the Praja Mandal was established m 1938 The
State adopted repressive methods and a number of persons
were arrested which mcluded Laxman Swarup Topathi Pra
dhan Congress Committee Alwar, Hari Narayan Sharma Secre

16 Telegram No 84 dated 11th January 1938 from AGG
wn Rajputana to POLINDIA (Government of ]ndn:\) File No 43/
3 (Part I} 33 Pol of 1933 Home Pol A

17 Minutes of the Hus Highness Alwars nterview dated 6th
February 1933 with His Excellency the Viceory File No 43/3 (Part
T) 33 Pol of 1933 Home Pol

18 Tile No 268P (Secret) Part 1 of 1933 F & P NAI

19 TFile No 642P (Secret) of 1933 F & P NAI

20 The Statesman dated T5th August 1453

21  Rajasthan dated 23rd December 1935

22  Fortmghtly report on the Political condition m Rajputana
File No 18/10/37 Pol of 1937 Home Pol NAI
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tan Prap “Mandal and Radha Charan Gapta, Secretan, Cea-
gress Commutee  Thev were <entznted 1o two vears nrsre.s
mmprsonment.  Indra Siach Azad and Natha Ram Modi wes
<epterced W one vear s mpsorm1 T This kisd of repees
<ne pobies of the Swate created a tense atmosphere axd Hin
Bhan Upedbrizva wisted th= Staiz ex 2 fact foon misen
The Concress Preodent was alo requectad to wstenens 20d to
get redress 1o the gnevances of the Statz people™ Howaner,
with the oatbreak of the Second World War 1a Sepeember, 1979,
th~ politieal aimosphere of the Suate «xddenh cookd down.

Ag ranon i Sikar

Lide Alwar m Septzmber, 1024, <oms rpew taxss were 1
poed on tke culuvators of Silar® This caused reeentmeat
among them and they <arted an amtation damandieg the wrb
drawzl of pew taxes™ Ram Narevan Chowdbn 2ctrveh paris
cipated 1a the agtation 2nd delnered 2 mamber of <peeches
amene the <ubjzcts of the \aharapa of Japur 1 Shrilawau
H= was therefere ymmedra‘eh asked to laave the Japa- S22
terrrony® withaa twehie hours™ But the amatm bemn ©
spread widelh and us vowe wes beard rot onlv m the Ceztrel
Astembl® but 1 the Briash PerLament also™ Howeven, 12
Mav 1925, 2 compromuse was reached betwesa the Thlens

25 Le er daed 90 Avonn 19°% from St G hredma Aser
GeremlSeae sir Prourall (ommress Comzmuttee Delhy 1o &%
Jerrma Lal Baay Plra Ja~ - Ediued My ham En'ia
S 2 St 2 Manlzl, New Dot

2y Py

3 Slarlad benan ezetnlertte JuprSar

25 Lett~ daed 2 % Ocobsr 19§ fro— Ly Ren
KPw2ja 10 Seth Jamma Lal Bajap Pu 28y v op ¢ New D

27 Leter daed 2ih Febmam 1925 fro Rao Ran S17
1 LW Rarelc Preadsn Matalma Rbas Jzpur S2e Fieo No
OGP of 142, ¥ & Po NAL

z DO leter No 5°0P daesd T 1 Fermuary 172, £
L W Revnolds Tresdert, Va'abema Rbas Ja,ur S2- to K20
hap Ra'vzn Si-% Rahadl of Slar File No @3 P of 191
F L P.\A)

T Le s died 1Mty Mav 1925 from Arz Retran Fiaap
to Scth Ja— a1 Lal Bajy Putrs by bor op @' Sew Dats

T OF' No () P of 192, F L P. Al
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and the.cultivators according to which the Jats agreed to pay
the 'JAKAT’ (taxes) in proportion to the harvest™ But the
compromise could not Jast for long as the authorities did not
comply with the agrecement and enhanced the Jand revenue from
rupees twelve and cight annas to rupees twenty five per hund
red. On 27th February, 1927, therefore, a large public meet
g was orgamsed yn which the culuvators expressed thewr deter-
rnation, not to pay the enhanced land revenue n spite of the
repressive policy of the Thikana,” il their demands were not
accepted

In 1932, a meeting of Akhil Bharat Jat Sabha held
Jhumhimu . pessunded the authoritics 1o accept the peasants’
demand, but with no success  In 1935, a Jat Mahayagya was
performed an Sikar for the success of peasants’ agitation which
was attended by about 80,000 cultwators The State adopted
the policy of suppression and hundreds of Jats were thrown
nto Ja‘lI:'A number of them which mcluded Swami Narsingh
Das, Master Ratan Singh and hishan Lal Joshi were ordered
to leave the State immediatcly Swanu Narsingh Das and
Kishan Lal Joshi refused to comply with the order and were,
therefore, sentenced to two ycars' rigorous imprisonment”  But
the agtation continued In May 1935 the Police opcned
fire on peaceful peasants of Khun and kudan as 2 result of
which 1t 15 beheved that at least ten to twelve persons were
killed, more than one hundred were wounded and a number of
women were assaulted *

I xternment of Rao Raja Sthar

When the peasants’ agitation was gomg on n the cstate,
the situation took a new turn because of unhappy relations bet-
ween the Rao Raja Sikar and the Maharaja of Japur The

SU Tewer dued 101h My 1925 from Azz R mm Khway
10 Seth Jamua Ial By op ar No 170

42 Tetter dued 1ot Mareh 1927 from Mibadco Chowdhry
ol o faf of Sikar to Sun [imna Daf Bapy op en Nuw Sl

38 Proccedings of (he 5th scswon of the Indian States Peo
ples Confrence held at harach

8t The wilges of Sikar

35  Rajasthan dated 8th Junc 1935
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causes of this unhappy relations were, an atempt of Jaipur
Darbar 1o remove the Rao Rajas son Ra) humar Hardyal
Singh from hus father s custody and guardianship, the intrigues
of Captam Webb a Sihar admunistrator agamst the Rao Rajp
Sihar an unsuccessful attempt on the part of Jaipur authontics
to arrest Rao Raja Sikar, and the despatch of Jaipur State arm
ed Police to Sithar * These factors however, ulumately led to
the externment of Rao Raja Sikar from the estate declanng
ftum  mentally mfirm In this context, the Jat agitators sup-
ported the Rao Raja of Sikar and demanded the restoration
of tbe Rao Rajr and the remosal of Captam Webb and of Mr
Bapna” Al this created a tense situation m the city of Stkar
and a complete hartal was observed

Enquury Comnussion s appomted

However, to cool down the atmosphere, an enquiry com
misston headed bv Colonel Gillan was appomnted, which arrived
at Sikar n the afternoon of 10th June, 1938, and met with a
deputanon of the townspeople on the followmng day = But the
peopk did not co operate with the enquiry commission because
they were of the view that such a Commussion should be ap
pomnted by the Gosernment of Indra whose members should be
wmpartial and independent persons*

Demand of responsible government under th. aegis of Rao
Raj

The Sihar Public Committec observed  wrkar day’ on 19th
June, 1938, under the Chawrmanship of Thakur Bal Sinch Pre-

50 Mntten statement of Rao Rags Kalyan Singh Bahadur of
Siar wbmitted 1o the Sikar Inquin Commssion

7 It

%% Loer dawd 20 Apnl 1938 from Badn Narmn Sodham
Joder of the dddepation who met wath the VGG at M o Damo
dir Mundra Tatra Tsa far of et New Dedhe

30 Commivons Communsque Ile Mo lustan Fimes dated
17t jupe 108

40 Tle Hindustan Times, dated 191 June 1938
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sident of the Public Comtnuttee  The *Day’ was witnessed with
a complete “hartal’ In the evening, 1n a large public meeting
a resolution was adopted i which ‘the demand of responsible
government under the aegis of Rao Rap’ was supported *
But the situation was, however, deteriorating very fast  On 4th
July, 1938, one Police constable and two townspeople—Jaggan
Purohit and Lal Singh of Kash—including a priest were killed
following a number of exchanges of fire between the Jaipur
forces and armed bands of the townspeople  On 5th July,
1938 there was a clash between the two carriage-loads of Raj-
puts, armed with swords, lathis and fire arms with the Jaipur
State Forces and the police, who were stationed at the Stkar
Railway Platform This clash resulted in five deaths and m-
Juries to a few The entire party of the Rajputs was taken
snto custody @ The peace negotiations were carried on by Seth
Jamna Lal Bajaj, Messrs Khatan and Poddar but they fell
through on the question of the opening of the courts and the
offices msisted on by the Jaipur authorties” The Japur au-
thorities tried to suppress the agitatton and a number of persons
which mcluded some Seths and Rajput Sardars and the Pri
vate Secretary of Rao Raja Sikar were taken mto police cus-
tody® All this created a very delicate situation 1 Stkar town
Observing over the police firing and arrests made out Pandit
Jawahar Lal Nchru also remarked in London “The fate of
the people 1n the State deeply concerns us  The first essential,

tt The  Hmdustan Tomes  dated 21st June 1938 The
Sikar diy was ako observed m Pombay and Calentt: condemnine
the policy of [apar Gosernment i unpustfiably it rlersn~ with
the nternal admimstration of Sikar and requested the Gosernment
of Indi for a1 immedinte wtersentton  The Hindust in Fimes dated
alst June 1998

42 According (o the Sccretary of Public Committee 15 per
sons were killed and 10 mgured  The Hindustan Tomes G July

48

43 fhe Hindustin Times dited 6th July 1938 According
s tlieeallies b et e serro kalled and thee died of the inpnies
1wo ol the palice were also injured seriously and over sixty persons
were taken into custady

41 The Iindustan Tomes, dated Tih July 1938

15 Ibid
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15 an absolutely independent cnquiry 1ntQ the circumstances of
the firng  The fact of the matter 1 that most of the
Indsan States have long outlned and uithey. they mught have
possessed and must be radscally changed .~

The suuation became worse, when the Jaspur authonties
senved a 48 hours notice to the Sihar people ‘to open the gates
of the town® otherwise the Jaipur ofticials will have no-chorce
but to employ force* The situation was, howéver, saved when,
1 order to cool down the tense atmosphere and to obtamn the
co-operation of the Sikar people Maharaja of Jaipur visited the
town on 23rd July, 1938, along with Thakur Harnt Singh of
Acbrol, Home Mumuster, and Thakur Bishan Singh of Bistau®
The visnt had the desired cffect and Sikar returned to normal®

However the Sihar affarrs settled peacefulls as @ ‘result
of the tenderng of an unqualified apology by the Rao Rajp
of Stkar to the Maharaja of Jaipur™® The Rao Rap also
agreed to delegate all s powers to the Senior Officer whom
His Highness Jaipur mav appoint and ‘not to interferc 1n the
admumstration”  Simultancously, the proceedings of the Sikar
Enquiry Commussion were also adjourned *

Japur

Like Alwar, the dicontentment against the autocratic rule
of the Maharaja was presathng mn Jmpur State also, whch first
broke out on 1st September, 1927, in Jaspur city ™ Thousands

16 Pandit_Jawahar 11 Nehrus antenvsen wuh the Speaal Cor
respondent of The Hindustan Times dated 14th July 1958

17 Ile Hinduitan Timer dt oth Julv 1934

48 The Hendustan Temes dated 2uth Jub 1938

1 A conmepondent of Tle Hiadutan  Times  obsened

the change i the siranan which was ay dramatic as 30 was

sudden was due to three cawses—anmal of the Malaraga of Jaipur
which 1ad uts eficet on the people ¢fforts of Scth Jarna 13) Bap)
to secure 2 peacelul senlement 20d reacnons 3 nla the Gty anell
Tle Hindu tan Tiries dated 17th Jub 1939

M Tle Hondustan Tomes dated 10tk Ocober 1938

5 Ihd

52 Lewer No 2§ Conl of 1927 dared il Sopremter 1927
frors VG Goag Pajputana 1o the Polineal $ mean Governm nt of
India  Hile No 673 P, of 1925, NAL
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of people gathered in the streets and demanstrated agamst the
mal admunsstration of the State and the imposition of new taxes
The Police opened fire which resulted 1n onc killed and 37
wounded including five policemen sersously njured” The
situation was going out of control and the Resident ordered a
Company and a 100 cavalty to proceed to the Chandpole Gate
of the city At Kotwali the armed pol.sg were scparated by
the crowd and the policemen finding themsclves 1solated open
e firc, resuling 1 two wounded and kifling a jul warder”
©n 2nd September, 1927, at 530 pm a public meeting was held
at which 13 1 were passed the police ex-
cesses, demanding an 1mpartal enquiry and to establish ‘better
goverament® A complete ‘hartal’ was observed for five days
but on the assurances that ‘the British Resident will himself
look mto the matter, the situation returned to normal on 6th
September, 1927 ™

?_J[;,re/valmn of the Mot Lal Day

Y Dut the disturbances agam broke out when on Sth Apn,
1931, ‘Motilal day’ was celebrated n Jaipue  These celebra
tion prompted the State authorties to resort to the pohey of
suppression and a number of participants which included Gulab
Chand Chowdhry, Kundan Lal and Kishore *Singh the workers
of Khadi Bhandar, were arrested” and sentenced to various
terms of impnisonment™  Thus, when the suppression of poh

53 Memorindum sent by Resdent Japur—~Ladosure 1o letier
No 28 Conl of 1027 duted Tth Srptemher 1927 from 4G G 1n
Rajpitant to Pol Sccrairy Goverdment of Indiv op ot NAT
* B bl

55 Itad

56 Ibid

57 Iyag Bhums dated b May 1931

%8 Guhib Chand Chowdhry was sentenced to onc months
simple smprisonment  hundan Lal was comvicted under sction 1g
<l ek St B Alagaien af Wie A eSase adaues, it
wis sentenced to two yers simple, smpti onment and ¢ fine of Rs
2000 and Kuhore Singh 1 teacher of Normal School Jupur w23
«entenced to 9 months imprisonment and a fine of Rs 5000 and
i cne of defanlt 3 months simple mmpr onment  Tyag Bhumi
dited ek May 1931 and 8 May 1031
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ucal activities was openly being crushed in the State mn the year
1937, the natronabsts orgamsed themsehes under an nstitution
called Jaipur Praja Mandal

Jarpur Praju Mandal and its actovtires

The primary object of the Praja Mardal was *“to establish
responsible government, to secure elementary nights of citizen-
ship for the people and to brning about an all-round mprove.
ment of the Jaipur State > The Mandal’s primary duty was,
therefore, ‘to tell the Jaipur admumstration 1n most respectful
but 1n most unambiguous terms that the people are thoroughly
dissatisfied with the present unprogressne policy of the State’
The Jaipur State authonties were therefore, warned that if "1t
wishes 10 avord shoals and rocks, must move with the times™
When the State authonities turned a deaf ear to the warnine, the
Japur Praja Mandal launched a movement and demanded that
a legislatne assembly may be established, night to assemble with-
out the pre-permission be accepted and the freedom of the
Press be granted, an employment exchange for the local people
be established, ‘lag bag® be declared illegal and the land sevenue
may be wntten off i the famme affected areas™ But the State
adopted the policy of suppression, the result of which was that
people were forced to launch a cnil disobedience mosement
The State, 1n order to crush the <atvagraha movement, imposed
a ban on the entry of Jamna La) Bajay mnto the State terntory
But Bajay was prepared to dicobey the imposed ban and to
Lwnch Satvaeraha on Ist Februars, 1939 The situation be
came so much explosne that Mahatma Gandhi saxd 1 his
statement that, if the Jaipur authoritics do not retract and
Scth Jamna Lal Bajay and his co-workers are not freed from

57 The presdential speech delnered by Seth Jamna Lal

Bagay at the fist annual sesaon of tie Jupor Prap Mandal held
on tth Mav 19°% Fie fhmdustin Dmee dared %h Mas 1938
60 Seth Glandsam Duy Lulas me sem to Prap Mandal
The Hinduwten Frmes, dated 9th May 10%%
61 Lenter datcd tonh October 191~ from Hia lal $'aun
to Jamna 1al By fatra Tya far, op e, New Deltr
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Jail, the Congress would have no alternative but to make Jatpur
an All-India sssue®

Cuil Disobedience Movement

In fact the attitude adopted by Sir Beauchamp, the Jaipur
State Prime Mimster, was responsble for the Satyagraha cam
paign n Jaipur  His pecular mentality was expressed - hes
own [etter which was sent to Mandal's Secrctary on the politi-
cal situation of the State  He observed, * the State can-
not accept the nght of the Mandal or any other body to re.
present the peeple in the presentation of their gricvances
The tme has not yet come for this in Indian States
The result was that the Mandal again lfaunched a cvil dis-
obedience movement on st February 1939, under the leader
shup of Scth Jamna Lal Bajay It 55 belicved that about 500
persons were arrested including Scth Bajay and the other mem.
bers of the Mandal's exccutive®  The cvil disobedience move.
ment, however, came to an end on 19th March, 1939, when
the Statc agreed to recogruse the Praja Mandal as a lawful asso
ciation and released the arrested persons™

Bharatpur

As early as 1924 discontentment prevailed among the peas-
ants of the State duc to the land revenue policy of the State™
But snstead of taking the necessary steps to remove the peas-
ants’ gricvances, the Statc adopted a policy of such repression
that a number of villages were completely destroyed®  But in

62 Mahatm Gandhis stuanent to the Pres e Thnde
stan Times dated 26th Jusuary 103

63 Fhe Hmdustan Tines  dated 27th January 1939

61 Upudbyyr and Josn Rapothan Ae Jyon Mambha p
225 Seth Jammi 1l By wiw howeer rdewed on the sume day

65 Lt yp 259 helr Bhagew D Dedu Rapon Re
Jan Jagnie pp 25657

66 Delegom sent by the villagers of Khert Shlpur and Thint
1t of Bhuripur to the Governar Genertl 'l Viccory of Indin Tile
No 131() Pol of 1021 T R P 1

67 Med
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<pite of the States repressne pohcy, the amtation began to
spread to nearby areas and the people orgamsed a number of
confererces betwesn Ist April to 15th Apnl 1927, which were
addressed by a number of promment ledders ke Rabindra
Nath Tagore V J Patel, Pandit Madan Mohan Mahiva arnd
Chand Karan Sarda®

Abdicanion by 1Fe Makarap of Bharatpir

The State was not only facing the*disorder ‘and dwaffection
amone the people but had alvo sncurred a heavy debt due 10
mahdmnistration®  In the circumstances, the Brtish Govern

ent adviced the Mabaraja either to abdicate and hand over all
powers 1o a Diwan to be appomted by the Gorernment of
India or face an enqun commission which would Jook wto the
msmanasement of the funds and determime the re<ponsibalit
of th~ Maharaja for the present state of affarrs  The Maharaja
Fowerer reluctanths acreed to the former and handed over the ad
mintstration to Mr Mackenzie the newh appomted Diwan of
the State on 9th Februan 19287

Arroval of Mr Mackenzte and the beginring of agration

As soon as Mr Mackenzie tool over charge, four State
Officials were tafished from the State on charges of corruption
This wmcdent worked *ihe fuel to the fire  The pohtical atmos-
phere of the State na hecoming very tense  In the vear 1929,
2 “Bharatpir People’s ANocution” was formed  Simultancods
1t the Rajasthan State Pdoples” Conference deexded to hold 1ts
session m Bharatpur 1n 1929 The Bnush Diwan was not reads
to tolerate such political actnaties  On the dav of 6th Januan
1929 the People's Assocation was founded and a number of

—_—

-

{~  Tonngtthy Reports on 1l ¢ polincal mtration 1o Rajut’an
for tle vear 1997 f41e "\o g1 P olI 1927 F K PLNA ’

«“ TI: Rniet dt 12 Nov_ 197 The Int n D1y Ml &t
28 Nov 1.7 Ratarirer dt 25 \ov 1077

"0 Swmement of Lord Wintenton an tbe Prush Parlamer
The Nanwal Her '1 ¢ated 2201 Telnan 992
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speechds” were delinered under the auspices of the People’s
Asssciation  Ram  Narayan  Chowdhry  warned the Btitish
Diwan that *Fhis campaigh of represston 1s bound to enhance
popular unrest* and was advised ‘o think twice before commtt-
ing humself further fo his runous coursc™  But the Bharatpur
Diwan did not pay any heed and on 13th January 1929, Desh
Ray, Secretary 6f the Bharatpur People’s Association, was arrest-
ed at his nauve willage Jurcha and was forced to march fo
Bharatpur, a distance of about 45 mules, without food™ War-
rants for the arrest of Gop: Lal Yadav, the President of the
Association and an M A (Final) student of St John's College,
Agra, were assued  The houses of Gaya Prasad Choubey and
Lala Gahga Saha: were scarched and a number of arrests were
made under section 1234 A for the alleged seditious speeches™
This created an explosive situation sn the State and the people
demanded that the British Diwan should ‘quit the State sm-
mediately’, But, the British Diwan, 1in order to create a sort
of terror, banned all processions, demonstrations and pohtical
speeches™ and a number of distinguished persons ke Maya
Shankar, District Magustrate, were forced to take preparatory
Teave before retirement ™

Jat Mahasabha Aguatlon

In this state of affairs the Sceretary, All India Jat Maha-
sabha, passed a resolution demanding justice” and presented a

71 Stuement of Ram Narun Chowdhary Provinc al Seere
tiry 1o the Indin State Peoples Confurence nd Secrctary Ra
State Peoples Confurcnce  The Nattonal Herdd dated 20th Janu
ary 1920

72 Ihd

73 Had

1 Young Rapsthan dated 15th March 1929

75 Order dated 9th Maxch 1929 from the State Judical Se
cretary  The Inibune, dated H61ls March 1920

76 The Trbune diied 16th March 1020

77 Resolution dited 20th Ociober 1929 adopted by the AH
India Jat Mahaeibha  Tile No 511P of 1920 T' & GENAL
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representation to His Excellency the Viceroy ™ The Jat Maha
sabha i a clean ad ation and the 1ncl of the
local people in the State administration™ and threatened to
start a civil disobedience mosement in case the demands were
not accepted™ However a dep of the Jat Mahasabt
could succeed ulumately 1n meeting with the Political Secretary
Government of India on 31st Mav 1929, at 12 noon at Simla
The latter assured that the grievances of the Mahasabha would
be looked 1nto  but the assurances were never fulfilled

Bharatpur Praja Mandal and Coil Disobedience Mosement

In the circumstances the people decided to establish the
Bharatpur Praja Mandal and in this connecion a deputation
headed bv Gouri Shanhar Mittal met Pandnt Jawahar Lal Nehru
on 20th September 1937, at the Bharatpur Raifway Station
A Mandal C was also app d which was to act
under the direction of Distict Congress Commuttee  Agra  But
the State refused 10 recogmse the Praja Mandal as a lawful
association™ and resorted to repressne methods This led to
the birth of cvil disobedience movement i the State which
resulted 1nto the arrest of 473 persons  Howeser, n Decem
ber, 1939, the State authonties recogmised the Praja Mandal as
a lawful association and the el disobedience movement ended
successfully

Bikaner 1
Bikaner, fike other Princely States was ruled despotcally

—_—
- 78  Repreentavon  dated  [1th June 1930 from the
Fmri:lPj:\l\\\ll:nlx;\xahhx to the Vieroy "Hle No 314P o 100

79 Reolution adoption s the speaal seson of Al India Jat
Mabaabla hell at A\gra® Eale Ne 5111 of 3990 F & I NAF

;n fle Hindwtan Times dated fihy December 1929

1 The remarks of e Palingal Scaetiry dated 3t Apni
1931 on Ble No GI9P f 1991 F & B a4 !

82 Letter dated 2nd Ocelir 1937 {ran Coun Shankes Mit
tal 10 Scth Jamna Lat Yayy Purs gyt f at New Ikt

B3 hels B D Dety Rapon Ry fin Jagnte po 20 Cla
funode A Strugele fur Jtesponuble o ernment va 1favatpur
State, p 7
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The people di a clean but instead of do-
g somcthing to meet this demand, the State anthortties pro-
mptly mmposed censorship on the newspapers and proscribed
about 100 books, newspapers pictures and pamphlets on the
plea that ‘these articles carry the seditious literature ™ The
first vicim of the State’s repressive poliy was one Ram Nara-
yan Seth, Sarpanch of the Panchasat Board who on 7th May,
1931, was cninunally assaulted by the police because he openly
supported the peoples” demand for a ‘better government™ and
denounced ‘Begar’ system or forced labour  Even a slogan hke
‘Mahatma Gandhi ki Jar’ was treated as an act of sedition ™

The Bikaner Conspiracy Case

In this context, the most iteresting ncident was what 15
known as the ‘Bikaner Consptracy Case’, a case which was -
stituted because of the demand for ‘clean admsmistration’ and
because the autocratc ruler of Bikaner was exposed before
the members of the British Parllament In the year 1913-14
Sarva Hukarnm Sabha was established by Swami Gopal Dass
at Churu the object of which was to enlighten the State’s peo-
ple about ther nights of liberty and self government and to
spread the anti-British feelngs among the masses® The gene-
ral political atmosphere 1n the State was no more healthy and
the State government had ordered to expel Seth Jamna Lal
Bajaj, Arjun Lal Setht and Chand Karan Sarda from the

81 Tortmghtly Reports on the polical smuaton m Ry
putina for the year 1927 File No 1211 of 1927 NAT

85 Letter No 287 INI/TI/29 dated 19h fch 1930 {rom the
Director General of Posts and 1elegraphs addressed 1o the Po t Mas
ter General Central Circle Iile No 203 R of 1920 F ¢ I' NAJ
The postal authonites were authonsed to intercept all such postal
articles suspected to contan sedious matter in ihe Bikaner State
territory

86 Tyag Bhumi dated 22nd May 1931

ki3 R tRt ~ddaessd '@ W Woalinays e Mabanuy Gaegp.
Singh of Bikaner Rajasthan Sandesh dated 5th October 1931 Prince
Iy India, dated 23rd December 1931

88 Statement of Dr Sibdl Singk Dy IGP  Bikaner m the
Bikaner Conspiracy Case  [he Arjur, dated 7th July 1932
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State terrtory *  In the meantime the maladmimstration of the
State came under heavy fire and became a subject of cri-
tiesm in almost all the newspapers m Indn™ Tt s sad
that the State Goternment was verv much provoked by the
‘open letters which appeared m the newspapers charging
the Revenue Member Maharaja Mandt Singh, with corrupt
methods 1n the State Admnstraion” In 1932, the Second
Round Table Conference was organised in England and
His Highness the Maharaja Ganga Singh of Bikaner also at-
tended 1t At this time 2 booklet entitled ‘Bikaner Admunst-
ration® was distnbuted” among the delegates of the Round
Table Conference and the members of the Bnush Parliament,
which was a reflection on the makhdmmstration of the State,
the denial of night to hberty and free expression In short, the
booklet succeeded 1 exposing fully the autocratic rule of Maha-
raja. Ganga Singh

This led to a number of arrests which included Satva
Narain Vakd® Khub Ramp,” Swam: Gopal Das® Chandan
Mal™ Badn Prasad” (all arrested on 13th January, 1932).

&3 \waw fu Sarman Bifaner Shadhyantra Case~huchh Gyat
ta w Batan

0 Suarashtra dated 2nd Janvary 1932, Riad: Duniya, dt
i8th fanuan 1932 The Himdustan Times daed 20tk Januan
V982 Princely India, dawd 1l Sepiember 1932

9 Prnneely Indin dated 11th Scptember 1932,

92 The hoollet was actually prepared and distnbuted by
Amut Lal Seth  TIns was disclosed in a speecds by Amnt Lal Seth
himsell while delnenng the Presidential speeeh i Rajputama State
Peoples Comention held at Beawar on 3lst Deceraber, 1933

93 He was an advocate at Visar but Jater on stamed Jegal
practice at Ratanparh {Bikaner)

M He was 2 soaal worker and had esablhed 2 number of
schools libraes ete 1in Bhadia (Bikaner).

95 Me was 2 s0aal worker of Churu ard a founder member
of Sanva Hitkanin Sabha

4 He way a member of the Muniapil Counal Churu

97 _He wav a mtor 1o the children of 1 nuaber of high §laced
State OTcrals,
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Solun Lal™ Pyare Lal” and Laxm Chand Surana  Surana
later turned an approver, -

According 1o the prosceution the case was that a number
of artwles appeared n Princely India® entitled *Bikaner letter’
in which an attack was made on the autocratic rule of the State
Government, the aflars of Bikaner Mumieipality and  calling
Maharaja Ganga Singh ‘the Nero of Bikaner’”  Satya Nara-
yan Vakil and his party were held responsible for writing these
Ietters and to send these msucs of the ‘Prancely India® from
Delle to the subscribers in Bikaner State and cbewhere'  Ac-
vording to the prosccution n Scptember, 1931, an ‘open letter'
under the signatures of Ram Swarup Sharma which contained
grievances agamst the Bikaner State Railway and against mal-
admunstration was sent to the Maharaja who recewved 1t on
21st September, 1931'% The ‘open letter No 1" was also sent
to His Magesty the hwg Lmperor, the DBntsh  Premuer,
the §SI, the delegates to the Round Table Confercnce in
London and to all the leading Englsh and Indian news-
papurs and prominent Englsh and Indun leaders’™ It was
held that the ‘open letter No 1" was actually written by Satya
Narayan and was sent for publication from Churu’* Thus,
Satya Narain and s Churu party were charged with wrting
ths seditious letter and the charges agamst them were framed
nnder scetions 123-B, 124 A and 377-C of the Bikancr Penal

98 Tt wiv the Hodoster of 5 8 Vidyaly: Chura and
was arrested on st March, 1932

99 He wis a teacher i & S Vidydayr Churn and was
ancsied on 2L Tebruty 1032

100 Prvcely Jada daed S0th Seprember 1931, 7ify ()cmbcr.
1951, Hih October 1991

101 . Commuul order dated 10ty Augun 1952 prscd by Slm
L l\ Clruurieds Addior il District Magestrie Bikaner

102 1he opar leter appated i the Prancely Indua, dmd
28 September 1931 e i Regasth i Sandedh dated 5ih October,
D owor shsr Dl svler SR sttt o the A0 8 an Ry
putin Y

103 Stucment of Jigdil Prind sl (P W 131 Bika
ner Consprray € e

101 Commntd oder pased hy Shis B h Chauned Ad
dutonal Dastrice Magistrate  Bekaner in Bikaner Gonspiracy Case
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Code and were commutted to the Sessions Court 1o stand trial
under the aforesad <ections ™

This trul attracted countn-wide attenuon and the Maha-
raja s auntude was severeh cnucwised * No faciliizs were pro-
vifed to the accused for thew defence and mbuman treatment
was meted out to them This compelied the accused to adopt
an atttude of non-co-operation in regard to the court proceed-
mgs  However ulumatelh on 15th January, 1934 the judgment
was announced by the Sessions Count awarding to afl the <sven
accused smpriconment ranemg from stx months to three years™
However later on Pandn Prare Lal and Pandit Sohan Lal
were releaed on the birth of a <on to the Bikaner Pnincess, and
were accorded a warm public reception at the Jall™

Todhpur
Tre agnanon 1n Jodhpur <tarted 1 1925 by the Marwar

10 Comimttal order dated 10th \ugust 1932 paved In Shn
B K (lawmed: Addivonal Diana Mamarate Pilaner

W6 Tie Tr'tre Tle Hindustan Tines, 4rjun, Rap San
de ! el A myroall daed the 19th June 1930

367 Apphauon dated 27th Mav 1932, {rom Chandan Lat
Sharma «ubmitted 1o the Dimneat Judge regarding the mhuman treat
ment gnen 1o de acanad A reoluuon was slo paad I the
High Court Lar Awotanon Lalore on fihy Jub 1032 deranding
1o provde the Galine for e defence 1o the acrused and to aflow
them 10 1ave the (ounsel of tlar doce to plead thar ase from
TnohInla F OP Depr Bide No 2711) of 1952 N\AY

ts  Judament i the Bilaner Congura, Cawe delnered by
Mr DA Namawat Sessons Judze Bilaner Sava Naran Wb
to underge stipn onment for threc vears ar 1 onc sear and uX
months under «anons 377 121 mad 120 JP QL repeaneh hhuls
Ram “wams CGopal Das and Chandan Mal each weie to undergo
for 21 veans and one vear and X months respratneds unler tte
aforeand ccions Ladn Praad was 1o underzo for tvo vears and obt
vear ud s nontl s tespretineds under the same sectons. Prate 131
ated w0 an 1ol cadh was 1o underro imponment for w mont <
A tf e sentenees were smple and wete to nn concunenthy Tie
I to1 T e daed 1Tth Januany 1631

Wt om dated I Manh 1931 Howeer alf oy tle
oty e wnm e of the Mahatap towan®s e omprac Qv
way evaelh annawd  The fhefuran Tivtes dated 2nd Apmint
Vi1 [Fe Trluee daed 201 \ugust 1031 ant 4rmer dared 2nd
\vgut 1031
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Hitkarim Sabha under the fcadership of Jai Narayan Vyas and
hts associates  with an open Ktter addressed to His Excellency
the Viceroy  The mam causes of the agiation were “THAT
THI PLOPLL OF THL Marwar were bung treated like dumb
driven cattle at the mercy of their ruler® there was no room
for the frecdom of Press freedom of speech and freedom of
assocation were dened and the administration had  completely
been corrupted under the despotic rule of Sir Sukh Deo Prasad
the Prime Minuster of the State *

1 he Agtanion begins

On 11th Scptember 1925, a mass public meeting was or
tanised 1 which an end to the tyrannxal rule in Jodhpur was
demandud  The underhand poley of Sir Sukhdeo Prasad was
highly condemncd and His Highness was requested to remove
Sir Sukhdeo Prasad immedmatcdy * The British Resident how
wver tried o shicld the autocratic rule of Sir Sukhdeo Prasad
and denounced the agtation by saymg that ‘the present agita-
tio1 15 practically the exclusive work of some half a dozen in-
dividuals® *

Instead of troducing reforms  the Jodhpur State adopted
repressive measttres 10 suppress the growmng discontentment of
the people  On 18th November, 1925 mass public meetings

10 Ihe other mocnites were Pratp Chand Som Sheo haran
Tostr Cliand Mol Surene huhaye Tl Koatyamtn Blanwe Lal
Sinif and Abdul Rebamn

11 Opos daree daed Nt ounder 1le mitures of Vi
Sengh Molity of Bowbay forwirded to the A GG Rupnthan sile
Dy Policil Sucretary Gosornment of Indins DO Laer Noo 158
31 uted 31t August 1925 Tide No 158(3) P of 1925 1 & T
NAT

M2 1he opas kier op af NAT

13 Confidentnl Iteer dued 17 Sepramber 1925 from Kl
Tobudur M R hothiw dv ovpteir Gerarh of Poliee Jodbpus 1o
the Polired ind Judzena] Member Ste Counal Jolipur  Tile
No IRB(}) I of 1625 1 & ' NAI

11 Confidennsl I O Jetrce dited st Sept 1925 from
AD Mg lersen Residnt i Jodhpur to £t § 11 % Patterson
AGG i Rajputans Tile No 158(%) P of 1925 1 8 P NAI
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were held in Jodhpur, Bambay, Calcutta, Delhs and Besaf, i
which the high handed policy of Sir Sukbdeo Prasad was buter-
Iv cnncised and an enquiny wto the police excesses and mis-
deeds of S Sukhdio Prasad by an impartial commhssion was
demanded

No 1ax-pay campaign and the arrest of Jai Naravan Vyas and
others

In the vear 1928 the sgitauon began to <pread 1a the rural
areas of Jaitaran and Sojat Districts  Jar Narayan Vvas open-
1y appealed to the villagers not to pav any revenue of tax to
the Japidars  On 19th September, 1929, Ja Narayan Vyas
and Anand Raj Surana addressed a farge publc meetng od
distpbuted copres of a book  ‘Popan-Bai Ka Pol' (Rule ol
lauty) * Jai Narayan Vyas Anand Raj Surana and Bhanwar
Lal Saraf were, therefore, arrested on the charge of sediion and
were produced before the Special Tnibunal at Nagaur which «en
tenced them to vanous terms of mprisonment from three years
to fise scars’ A huge demonstrdfion aganst the Trbunals
verdict was staged, the Polce made lathi charge and arrested
about ten public workers including some students™

Cund Disobedience Movement

The agitation agawn revised i 1931, wah the relase of
Satvagralis On 10th May, 1931, the Jodhpur Youh Ceague
ofgamsed a public meeting for the.-propagation of *Swadeshr’
and’ decided 10 Launch 2 peaceful picketing before the foreren
cloth and hquor shops™ Simultancously, the people demand-

115 Telegram fated 18 \orvember 1925 from Jodhpur ou
718 to the Searrtan of Yacrorr  File Na 15%(0) P of 1925 F & 7
;\':Xl“:\n ’:r;ule\ entnled JfodNpor mul Smlanirsuon’—under the
gnatures of a Naravan \ ahar 3 3t e “Prass ely Inia
dated 190 July 1920 T SR apfeaed 1 Yhe el

N6 hnhan Pun Memars ¢f Mewar Police, pp 113 H?

KT At e Report of o) fur Ior tle year 1200
P17 A Appeat was profesred i (el Lot bt was repeaal

NE i *

19 Tyag Biumy dated 220d May 199
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ed that the cvil and political nights of the people be recognis
ed Begar and Lag Bag be completely abolished and a res
ponsible povernment 1 the State™ be established

I'he Repression

But the autocrauc State could not tolerate even such peace
{ul actiitics and arrested Jai Narayan Vyas Man Mal Ganesh
Lal Vyas Abhay Mal Mchta and other members of the Jodh
pur Praja Panshad on the charge of distributing objectionable
material*® However the public excitement was so high that
on 26th January 1932 Chhagan Raj Chopasanwala and Achle
shwar Prasad Sharma were inmediately arrested and the Mar
war Hitkanim Sabha was declared an  unlawful institution ™
The State oflicials were warned not to take any part or sub
scribe m aid of any political movement or agitation 1n the Jodh
pur State failing which they were liable to summary dismrs
sal * The Maharaja of Jodhpur however held that the cwil
disobedience movement was  de tructive and the goal of res
ponsible government within the British Empire could be attan
ed by methods peaceful and co operative *

On 7th March 1932 a notfication was 1ssucd forbudding
the people and the assocrations to take part i actwites cal
culated (o disturb the mamtenance of Jaw and order m Marwar
ar bring nto hatred or contempt the admunist.ation of the Mar
war Statc or any other Indman State or the government estabhish
¢d by law n Brtish India  The notification prescribed a pumish
ment of imprisonment which may extend to six months and also
a fine on any person who disobeyed or neglected to comply

190 Tyag Blums dated 4th Decemler 1931

121 Melta P § [Iamara Rapastlan p 409

122 Maruar State Cazette dael 70 March 193° Tortn gle
1y Peports on tle 1ol tcal siuaton in Ray Tle No 18/5/32 Tol
of 1032 Home Pol NAI

193 Marwar State Cazette datel Tth Mareh 193

125 Specch dehivered on 30th Jaiuary 1932 by His H ghness
the Malaraja of Jodipur in honour of § r Leonard Reynolds :h’,e
‘\(‘;G n Rajputana  Adminstrat ve Report of Jodhpur 1931 8
P
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with any order made by the Darbar under the notification™
In the year 1934, the Marwar Public Socicty Ordinance was
wsded which further curtaled the cnal hiberty of the State’s
people

1le Praja Mandal

But m spste of the States repressne policy, the Marwar
Jraja Mandal was cstablished 1 1934 to attain the responsible
wovernment and safeguard vl Biberty m the State’™ On 10th
March, 1936, Jawahar Lal Nehru visited Jodhpur to apprise
timeelf of the poltical situation prevailng n the State A
warm publc reception was given to lim  In reply to the mem-
orandum presented to him, Nehru appealed to the Jodhpur peo-
pl to thinh themsclves as a part and parcel of Indian struggle
agamst the Brtish'” The Jodhpur State, however, declared
the Praja Mandal as an ‘unlawful’ assoctation A new associa-
tion therefore, named *Nagrih Adlihar Rahshak Sabha® (As-
soention for the Protection of Cil Liberty) vas cstablished ™
The Assccration started 2 big campugn m May-Tune, 1936
acamst the order of the State Government levying fees on the
students in schools and colleges 1n the State and observed 2lst
June, 1936, as an ‘Education day’™ The State Govermment
howeser, agreed with the demands of the Assocration™

In Jub, 1936, the Aswociation demanded the civil nights
nd the establishment of Assembly  But with a view to sup-
pressing the movement, on 21t September, 1936, Chhagan Raj
Chopasanmalt, Man Mal Jain and Abhm My Jain were interne

123 Marcar Sinte Gette daed e Marc 1932 1ile No
195,72 Pl of 19%2 Hom pPal N

120 hdt Phagoan Dy op af, pp - 9°0 The founder
mimlers of b Angol seie o M Fran e Meh e 2l
Ch'amin Pay Chopasamwala

127 Quoted fron L{Hang I harat, dated 2706l Mapdh 196

12 Tie founding memlors wers Man Ml Jun and Abtn
Mal Tamn

129

Tartugluly teports o the Pohtiga] sumtion ap Ry Bile
No I96I°6 Pal of 19°G Hage I'ol NAT ’

1°0 Yortne"uly Penore un (0 e Palitical « teatt s an Rap, Lile
No IE,7,7C Pol of 1937 Houre Pol A1
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among the villagers and ths Thikaea peopls®™ But, despie
the compromuse, the Thikana Jasudars dyd rot tnv to implement
the condions, and contrary to this they were rawng pew Inaes
and faxes on the Biyolm peasants. The recult was that the poor
peasants were left with mo other altermatne but 1o sart 2zamm
a satyagraka 1n protest of the Thikena atroctties

In order to gne a momentum to the amtation, tbe Brola
hisan Panchayat wgted Viju Smgh Pathil.  Accordingh, be
visted the Gwabor termtors gezr Bpoban iz Mewar oa 18k
May, 1927 where he was recened eathusstwalh  Here
Pathih advised the husan Panchavat 10 gne wup peo nzted
holdines as a protest agamst the increase of land revenae and
also fo bovcon State Schools and conduct ther own as 2 pro-
test apamst officual attacks on therr independence ™  Thz meD
bers of the Panchayat gave 2 pladse to obsirve the truth and
pon violence, to wear Kbady, to abstain from ntoxscants and
10 mumntan the Panchavat at all costs. Literate gurls took 2
pledge each to teach three guls 1o reed and wrte A cerz
mony was camad out at Which men who 25 4 10ken of derou™
to Vipu Singh Pathil bad pot cut thewr harr for the hant fo.r
vears™ shaved  This rrovobed Mr G C Trench, Settbmen’
and Revenue Officer, Mewar, 10 obent that to avoxd the tros
ble the best course woald be “to Leep Pathil oot of Gwelor
and Indere sillanes 1 the neschbourhood otherwuse it zan r2e 1
2 a wholesals currender of Mal lands 1 the hands of (k= Dxx
Rare™™ Ar Trench, asaczd by the troops, therefore vaored
the Byola Thilana 1o frizh'en the poor peasants, Bt 2s 5007
as be JIt the Byola Thilana a larpe pumber of boMizzs o
the peasants were comfiscated. The land thus soquired was al

135 Chaper 1y

195 Since Yy Sirgh Pa ks envrv an Meway was al o3ty ban
ned under the ondery 2 od ootk Apmi), 1907 of 1o Matarzoa L
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lotted to the new cultivators But the peasants warned that,
‘those who wilf take them wall lose their money” They showed
therr firm determination to take back therr Jands at all cost *
To suppress the peasants’ movement, the Darbar declared the
Dhakar Panchayat to be an unlawful assoctation ™

Role of Har: Bhau Upadhyaya
However 1 the year 1929 Han Bhau Upadhyaya contact
ed Mr Trench on behalf of the Bipola peasants and both
agreed to the following *°
(1) That the conditions of the comnromuse held in 1922
will be fulfilled by the Thikana
(1) That the land revenue would be deducted @ one anna
per rupee, and
() The land which 1s 1n possession by the Thikana will
1mmedaately be returned to sts owners and that the
lands which have been allotted to the new cultwators
would also be returned after pressing the pew allot
tees
But the Thikanz officals did not fulfil their commitments
The peasants m all fawness could not be expected to remam
a slent spectator indefimtely The result was that on Akhi
Teey (Apni 1931) the peasants under the leadershup of Mana
kya Lal Varma forcibly occupred the land and ploughed it
The Thikana and the State on therr part adopted a policy of
repression  Mamikya Lal Varma along with 26 peasants were
arrested and severely tortured by the Police™ It was report

140 Id

141 Id

142 Tyag Bhum: dated Ist May 1931 lester dated 10th May
1931 from Hap Bhau Upadhyaya to Jamna Lal Pajaj Patra }yav
har op at New Delln Shn Han Bhau Upadhyaas entry was
banned 1n Brjola by § P Mewars order dated 14th June 1930
Tyag Bhum: dated 3rd July 1931

148 Tyag Bhums dated 1st May 1931 Jetter dated 10th May
1931 from Hari Bhau Upadhyay2 to Jamna Lal Baja) Patra Vyar
har op ct New Delhr
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ed that Manikya Lal Varma and Ladu Ram were severcly
teaten by the Police  But the peasants could not be suppres
«d and again on 30th Apnl 193{ the peasants plouched their
land  Seven peasants were arrested but were released on 2nd
Mav with a warning to prescnt themsehes before the Magistrate
on the date fixed for the purpose The total number of arre t>
by this time reached 40 But the peasants were not disappoint
ed Satyagraha began to spread more and more 1 spitc of
police atrocities On  17th May Onkar Lal, a satyagrah,
Achleshwar Prasad, an exedntor of Tarun Rapasthan’ and a
vorher of Rajasthan Gram Pracharah Mandal were severcly
beaten and arrested but were later released on 25th May
Bund: State > Durmg the course of thus movement a number
of ladses among, whom the prominent ones were, Smt Viaya
w o Shobha Lal Smt Anjna Devi w o Ram Narayan Choud
hry Smt Vimh Devi wso Durca Prasad  Smt Durga w/o
Chandra Bhanu Smt Bhagirathi w/o Shr Hary Bhau Upadhva
‘a2 Smt Tulst w o Baynath Smt Ramadesi Josh w/o Ladu
Ram Joshi Smt Shakuntala w/o Krshma Gopal Garg and
others participated 1n the Satyagraha movement boldly and faced
the police atrocities™ A number of peasants engaged 1n peace-
ful agtation were arrested and <entenced to various terms of
fmprisonments and fines were imposed on them®™ At thws
stave, Mahatma Gandhi and Jamna Lal Bajay were requested
to plav the nart of negotiators but both declined the offer ™
Hart Bhau Upadinaya demanded an smparted enquiry mnto the

Wt Tyig Bhumr dated 8eh May 1931

U5 In this context 1 pathetic de mpuon b been given by
l‘l‘:;r‘l I‘Kg;r Upadyna Fditor Iyag Plurt anogts sue of 29th

M6 C(houdhny, R N tartman Jay1 4l T Ty
TTurmy dated 20h \fay 1931 arima prtien pp Y -

N7 Py Bhume dated 120 June 19 1

P8 Laster dared 130 AMay 1931 from Jamna 1al Bajsy e
Han Upacinayr  Latwer howeser Jamna Lal Fajag was gre
Jred 10 £ 10 Mea ar for negatanons fle al o requested B § 1
Sarda 1o mediate Lut the atter refued  Lener daed 19th Jue
181 from [amna Lal 1ajag vo Har Pilas Sarda Fatra iy lar of
at New Dl
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Pole atrocttws commued on Satyagrahny “ In the meantim,
Jamnt Ll Bajy vissted Mowar and met the Prime Muuster
Sir Sukhdeo Prasd He mstiucted Shobha Lal Gupta to 10 10
Bioliva and talh with the poasints thure  Accordingly, on 26th
July. Shobha I Gupta procecded to Broliyy but was immedi-
ately urested by the Police and wis subjuctedd to severe Police
crueltes Huadreds of Byola puasints were  arresed and
thae properts was forfuited Howewer, Sir Sukhdeo Prasad,
the Muw e Prime Mimpter assused the Byoliya pessants that
thur torlatd property along with thar land would soon be ree
turned to tham On this assurance the Brjoliya Sityagrabis sus
pended thur movement Thus, the Statc and the Thikwe
adnunistration bad to yicld to the Bijolya peasants’ Satyagraha
and raturned the hind to the onginab owners ¢ cultnators
Howuver, the bin was not lifted ither from the Congress or on
the eatry of Hin Bha Upadhyaya ™ nto the Mewar teritory
Dostrbances i Udapor

It appuars that Bohyy Moveent hid ats mmpact on the
Udupue city abo  On 8th July 1932, at about 7.30 AM the
people githered at the Peeplt Ghat and approached the Maha-
iy with o request agunst the tixes which were  imposed *?
It way furllkr demnded by the agtators thit Pande Sukhdeo
Prasad and alk other corrupt oflicrly be removed from the State
admimstron - Bat, the State admunstration, asterd of ad-
mittng a deputation from the agitators, called out the troops

19 Leter dud 0 July 1931 from Mare BUm Upedbiviy
to Junnt 14l By e Fanhar op ar Nes Dln

10 Shobhy Ll Gupte bud gaen 1 doented account of e
Tolie” ctuelties on Tum vide s Jetter abaed S0t July 1941 addeos
ed to Ty Lal By He wae howewr redorsed on J7th fuly
W31 Jata bymdw op at Now Deli

151 Tetir daedd Tt September 1992 from Shabhy Lal Gupt
to St Junnt 1ot apy 2ta $yalar New Deltu

12 Lorer datad 20 Tune 1931 from Jann T By to
Han Bl Upuitytye Patra Fyackar New Dell

158 Beleyrun dated 1060 July 1032 fram the AGG ]hj
pu!\ll\ to FOLINDIT Sy Lide Moo STOD1 of 1932 1

150 Conhdentidd Liter dited 180 July 1982 from the hew
dent an '\lm I to the Stertnry to tle VGG me Ryputinn - hile
No 979 of tm32 1 P, NAL
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The cavalny wes podsd at the Chepgan and the infeom at e
Tnpobs, The woops thea opened fire and the police huki-
clarped cawang 2 large pumber of castalnzsc™ It is bebimed
wma: ason 50 persons were myured and 2 corpe of 2o i
Hindu was found 1 Prhhola Lale™ Abost 30 persons were
tzken mto cuctody and were confined to Jail withont peod:
them hefore 2 mapstrztz However, lrter the Makeramy et
wia 2 depotanon and the peece was rasor=d ea 13tk Jeh.
1032, op the ass thet the Makaraze would Jook 120 the
gnevanees of thr people™

Mever Prap Mendel

Io the year 1934, the poluxcal atmosphere 1 the Swvte was
rery much <ufeczting The peopls were demandimg right of
speesh, nzkt 1o Bberty 208 mghy 1o form the asocizless, efn.
bt thy Mewar Stare Ad ativn was not preparsd to atveds
o 182 demands As such, 1a the year 193738, a Satvagmabs
EmIMEmIDt was started fn Mewar ender the dimamic feodentin
of Mzxiina Lal Varma In spie of the Suars's opponon.
Marilyz Lal Varma and his ascociatss establinsd the Mesar
Prala Mandal in Ap-il 1938, which wes imoadnish dachred
Weml by the Sm1s™ The St Poher raided the Pk
Mandal Ofice i3 Udzipur 204 15 pame rhie was fooith -
moved Maolya Tal Verme and Ramets Chasdre Vias wes
2izd 1o Izave the Siate tzrton 2nd exterped from 13:: Srxte
O1 3mh Saprrmber, 1939, Bhism L2 Bayz, Vice-President o

T Nanda 3
e Mandal was ameesd  Ia theee circvmaanes on 4th Oco-

155 Con"daeof Report doed o 52 <
P § Port da 2t v 1951 e by €
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ber, 1938, the Praja Mandal launched a cvil disobedicnce move
ment

Cuil Disobedience Movement

The movement immediately spread aill over the State terr
tory The Mcwar State promulgated an order banmng all pub
Iic mectings and associations but a mecting was  successfully
orgamsed by Amba Lal Jos It was attended by about 3000
peaple * The movement began to spread in other parts of the
State also  On 11th October 1938 the Satyagraha movement
started m Nathdwara and five persons were arrested  However
i spre of the States repressve policy peoples morale was
very high* To continue the Satyagrahe mosement successfully
financial help of about Ry 3000 to Rs 4000 was requested of
Scth Jamnn Lal Baj) However the Mandal could procure
some financial help from Atmedabad and on 23rd August 1938
the executive members of the Mandal were clected which in
cluded Manihya Lal Varma Shobht Lal Professor Prem Nara
yan Mathur, Sardar Stngh Kothar: and Dr Amba Lal It was
abwo decded that on 15th September Satyagrahis will be given
a send off at Aymer and will launch Satyagraha campagn in
Mewar on the eve of Dasheri™  Accordmgly by 16th October
1938 39 arrests were made out of whom 12 were students who
were relaased later ™ At this stage Mambya Lal Varma was of
the viow that the Praja Mandal movement may be given a new
turn by way of adopting terrorist’s methods But Hart Bhau
Upadhy1ya opposed the view on the ground that sice they have
buen externed from the State 1t would be difficult for them to
have such agitation under control™  The agitators were of the

1) Leter dued 8 October 1935 from Muubya Lal Varmn
o Jimna Il Bapy fatre Fyaular New Delln

o ld

161 Id

162 Teter dated 25th August 19 S from A kv Lal Varm
to Yunnu 140 By 1 i0a Tymier New Dedt

163 Letter dated 16th October 193 from Mamkya Lal Varmu
to Jwua 1wt 11y Patra Fay Jar New Delln

161 Hif Shrn Tpadhynyae wier vas alo supporte! By
Jamn1 Lal Bapay ude Tis letter dated 15th October 1933 addre s
ed to Mamlkya Lal Varma



. Jat the Ay ar P-aja Mandzl mosement shoald become
a mosement of e wholo of Rajasthan and as such Jamma Lal
By, ; va reauested 1> tahe ats leadership “ But Jamna Lal
Bujay Geclined to aceept 1

AManihva Lal § urma deres State Order

On 2nd February, 1539, Mamkya Lal Varma defied the
State Ordurs and entcred mto the Mewar terntory He was
arrested by the Mewar Police n Jahazpur Tehsil (on 2~d Flbru-
arv 1939}, while be and his ascocates were singing the <o1gs
1o the praise of the Mewar Praja Mandal and raising the <lezan,
Newar Praja Mandal ha Jar ~  The case was challaned in the
Court of Dhstrict Magnstrate, Jahazpur, where Manikya Lal
\arma was <enterced to one year’s ricorous imprsonment and
Rs 251 fine and 1w default three months’ neorous mprison-
mznt” Thbe other Satyagratus, all over the State, mumberng
abour 283 persons, s ere arrested out of which 35 were sen-
tenced to varous terms of mmprisonsient At this stage Jamna
Lal Raja) porsueded Har Bilas Sarda to urge Pandit Dharam
Neram, Mewar Chuef Mimster, to have some compromiss with
ths State Praje Mardal®® However, on the advice of Makatma

Gandhr the Satsagraha moverment was susperded o7 3rd March,
1939

Aprer
Banz @ Botsh Indin terttory, Agmer had become 2 0~
tral place for the Political movements 1n the States of Raps

than The poliacal actusites started in Aymer with the announs
cerrent of tle appomtment of a Statutory Commission by the

. 165 Leter dated Ifth December 1076 froem Satsa Naravan
9m 1 to Jauns Lal Bajy Prore Fyechar, Now Delln

166 Tohiee report date] 19 0 Februans 1999 from Cirdle Tow
peant Jalarpur o Sudar Ihmar Simgh fo pecior 19, Ajmer,
Bile No B 536 Tol of 1979 Hor ¢ Pul NAS
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Governmeat of Indi i 1925 The Rajputana, Central Indima
and Ajmicr Merwara Provinaal Congress Committee decsded to
boyeott the Cammussion during its visit to Aymer '™

1l Diobedience Movement and  Apner

Howuver, duning the penod 192529 no important cvent
ok place m Aymer On 12th March, 1930, Mahatma Gandin
lwnched tns famous *Dands March®, and Ajmer could not kecp
1t clf alcof from sts influence  The Government of India resort.
«d immediately to the repressive methods and declared the All-
Jndie Congrese Party an ‘unlawful’ mstitution”  This created
a stiroin the whole nation, and hhe in other parts of the coun-
trv, vl diobedience movement  started i Ajmer too
Large public mectings were organied  picketings were arranged
before the foreign cloth and liquor shops  The main particip-
ants were Ram Naram Chowdbry, Gokul Rav Asava, Keshna
Gopal Garg Bal Knshna Kaul, Master Laxmi Narayan, Jama-
leddin Mabhmur and Chandra Bhan Sharma * In ths mave-
ment the contnibution of the students of Government College,
Ajmer was remarhable Students faunched  therr  Satyagraha
even on the collepe campus  The students used to he down
bufore the Principal's room 1n order to compel him to allow
the students 1o jotn the awvil dsebedience movenwnt Yoo
steh and other demonstrations the students were expelled from
the collere Dr Gopr Nath Sharma was also onc of them
wlo.e name was removed from the rofl fist of the college on
account of partcipation an national activity © At this time, an
smportant incident took place  Some students holding the ‘na-

170 Jortghtly Reporty on the Poliiesl <tmsuson of Apncr
Merwary Lile No 121F of 1927 1 & P KA

171 Seeret: Notfication asecd by Capt € P Mancock 1)
Scrctary 1o the Government of Indie Letter No D 208 1/ 50
drted 23rd Angust 1950 Lale No 5112 of 193] Tone l'ol NAIL

172 I the begmug, ome Ml shopke pers apposed the
pckcang helore 1lar shopt and Gen sorie Sayr nihs were el
ly beten up by them  Clowdhiy RN op ar pp 157162

173 Dr Gop: Nath Shanma s Prol or of Th tory 1 nseraty
of Rajuthan Jupur At 1t bme he w a student of BA in
Government College Ajmer
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tonal flag’ « ere passing through the campus of Mayo Collzgs,
Ajmer, but Colonel Houson, the Vice-Printipal, rebuked the
students and insulted the ‘national flag® and tore the flag
to preces But when Ram Narayan Chowdhry lodged 2
strong protest with the Principal and Vice-Prisaipal, both a2p-
ologised 1m wnting on the following day ™ Howsser, as a result
of Gandhi Ivan Pact (1931), tke enil disobedicnce movement
was withdrawn by the Afl fndia Nauonal Congress and accord-
ingly the movement was suspended 1 Ajmer also

Terronst Actavtes in Rajasthan

But thz Gandhi Irmin Pact could not satify the young ex-
tremsts of the country A wave of terronst movement spread
1 northern Indm, and Ajmer became the centre of the terror-
Lt actnaties i Rajasthan under the leadership of Pandit Jwal
Prasad Sparma who was assocated wath the revolauonaries
of the Nortbern India™  He was educated at the DAV, School
2nd Government College, Ajmer It stems that Jwalx Praskad
hzd been converied to terronsm by Ram Singh at the DAV.
Sctool, Aymer, some time before 1928 This 1s supported by the
fact that Pandit Jwala Prashzd with Ram Singh and Mul Chand™
had bought two muzzle-loading guns for rupees sty from 2
reon 17 the DAALV. School and ammunttion through a Ixence
holliag clerk a the Sasta Sahuya Mandal Ajmer and practised
shootg in ths Hatund: Jungle for six months during 1928™

Attemp’ 1o Shoot the Commussiorer, Ajmer

In Apnl, 1932, Jwals Prashad and his associates preparcd
a rlan to shoot the Chiel Commissioner of Apmer 1o terrorie
the Briush authorities 1 the city  An unsuccessfu) attempt was
made ¢ the Wfe of the Chief Commissionss by his colleague,

Tt Cowdin RN Jonmzn Popsthan, pp 15345
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Ram Chandra Bapat ™ which created a panic in the ety But
hewever, Bapat was arrested and convited under sccuion 307
of the IPC*™

Attempt to Lool the peon of the Government Collese  Ajmer

As the terrorsst party was short of funds Jwala Prashad
with his associites Jagdish Dutt Madan Gopal Hem Chandra
and Ram Chandra Dapat prepared a plan to rob the peon of
Government College, Aymer when he would be bringing the pay
of the staff from the Imperiat Bank *  According to the plan,
Hem Chand was deputed with o revolver to push down the
peon and he was to be followed by Jwala Prashad who was to
snatch the money bag from the peon  Jwala Prashad was also
armed with @ pistol - Ram Chandra Dapat and Madan Gopal
were deputed to run away with the moncy  Jagdssh Dutt was
to stand at some distance to nform the colleagues of the pohce
were sighted foll g them A dingly, the bers of the
party changed therr dresses and positioned themselves near the
office of the Aymer Educational Board™  The peon catme with
the moncy  He was pushed by Iem Chand but Jwala Prashad
couk! not snatch the money bag  Ram Chundra Bipat shoute
cd to Hem Chand, ‘snatch it away’, but he also coukd not
Just then the Treasure escoried by the police came out from
the Impernl Bank  As soon as Pandit Jwala Prashad and his
associates saw the police, they ran away, and thus the plan
fizzled out™

Attempt on the Life of HI  the Viceroy in Blkaner
Tn the begmning of 1934, Jwala Prashad again preparcd a

776 Tetter No 0.0 1 Conf 32 dated $rd May 1932 fiom the
AGG in Raj te Cosernment of Judlo Tile No 18/7/52 Pol of
1932 Ifome Pol, NAL

179 Police Report duted nil Tile No 41/7 %9 Tol of 1919
Home ol NAI

180 Staement ol Jagdbh nuu dated Oth July 1036 belore
the Aymer Polee Bile No kw to 4 4r3/9% Home lol NA

181 Staement of Jagdush Duet dated 9th July 1935 o[r at
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fwn to Mll ;s Exc ai ~ v ke Vicerov dunag kus vist 10 th~
B1an £ S Jwows Praskad assed his assocntes 10 maac.
two revohers for hum™ and for thus purpose gnve a Iter fo-
SL Dual G al at Neemu b After the amrerecments bad
b 1 ~de Jvabs Prackad ~long vith Ram Chapdra Bapet wenr
 Brarer t 4 1 Hiy Exwllonoy the Viceror bot the plan coald
ntbompho rad due to the anct uglanee evercsed b 157
polie ™

%u v College Bomb Case

Acman m tre middl of 1934 the Vicerov was to pess
throueh Aym r and tvas u preved that the pol 1 end maks
<ome «earches 1 coanection eih the arrancements for toe Fro
et of His Exesllery ths Vicerov  Jwala Prachad the-efowe
do 1 d tha* th fire 2rms of the party should be <tached awar
ot . safer plice™ and for ths purpe th2 o th s of
o Coll 2~ v iu~h were hior vacant on account of the «um
r o vematen were eetected The vool wad eotryed to Fath
Chord who car d thee bacs ev~tam~ the F e ams o F
¢« 1o the Mavy Coll =2 H-~ extered mio the Co'l r2 Fno
ni oty othe bl 2venes Tawviny the evele mear the fenome

nd r o the baes ;made 2n cat hoase and locked the dorm ™
Faaf ~m~d Iwala Prachad accordinels on the followsze d23
B fr g or et éans - ammms were reco ored from 1B
e taw e peteh Chard was amecsd as ‘2 Lave zpphat™
frmcma v bim was recovered along wih the fre o
T o slettsfir arswhkch were snen to Fateh Chard v b

foarap~d by Jvala Prashad = a b= w v f oS
1o apmiez s for The vesal was thet tres eulerrs 97"
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traced out and Tateh Chard and tale atins Naram ™ were arrestud
and kept i Jail for about a year and a hall*

Threarcmng otter to Surap Bux Ghiya of Japrr

As the party was runnmg short of funds Jwala Prashad
and hi assoviates Ram Das Sher Smgh and  Sualal drafted
a threateming Ietter which was sent through Sher Siagh to Scth
Sura) Bux Ghiya in Govind-Rapyon Ka-Rasta, Jaipur cty In
t'1s fetter a sum of Rupees five hundred was demanded and
S.th Ghiya was ashed to place the moncy i the Arya Samaj
temple on the same day failing which he was threatend with
dire conscquences™  But Suray Bux did not comply with this
demind  The next morming Sualal was sent to ham, but he re-
fuscd to give any moncy *  In the mean ume the police was
mformed and thus the plan fizzled out

But agamn an attempt was made 1n collaboration with Baba
Nar Singh D1s and harmanand of Jaspur to commut a dacorty
somewhicre n Shehhawate but here too the phn could nat he
sueeessful as come one nformed the CID

Dozra Slooting Case

The terrorists wrath than ful on the Poliie On Apnil 4 1935
at about 1100 pm Mr P A Dogra, Deputy Superintendent
ol Police (CTD), Aymer, and Mr Khaliluddin, Sub-Inspector
CID, were fired at and wounded mn Aymer ™ On coquirtes 1t
was revealed that Jwala Prashad master-muinded the consperwy
The terronsts deexded to kill Mr Dogra because of his pro-

197 Ialu abas Narun e the Chowhid of Mo Coll je
Agmer

156 Poliw Report File No hw to 1 (3/%5 Dol
Pal, NAT

189 Stucment of source € daed Tih Junc 1935 beforc the
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Briush activiies  As such, two days before the outrage Jwala
Prashad contacted s colleague Mang: Lala m Ajmer Dharam-
shala and suggested that he should take Mr Dogra to a movie
On 4th Apn! 1935, Ram Singh, Hem Chandra and one more
olleague reached Ajmer and 1t was decided that Ram Singh
woukd shoot Mr Dogra while he was on lus way back from the
Cinema ¥ Accordingly, Mangi Lal and Ramesh Chanra Vyas,
a terronst and a local press reporter, suggested to Mr
Dogra that thev should go to a movie™ as Jauher-e Shamsher,
the movie, was quite imnteresting.  Mr Dogra agreed and went
to the movie along with Mr Khalluddin and Maog Lal. Hav-
g witnessed the movie Mr Dogra and Sub-Inspector Khah
laddin were cychng home, leaving Mangs Lal at the Cinema
On the way, Ram Singh stepped out 1 front of Mr Dorra,
fired at him with the revoher and hit hiun i the arm. Mr
Dogra fell off his cyele hnocking Khalduddin Two more shots
were then fired by Ram Singh and Hem Chandra at Mr Dogra
The Sub-Inspector was also hit by one shot m the arm. When
Ram Singh was arrested, he deposed that just before the assault
on Mr Docra Jwal Prashad met hum (Ram Singh) outside
the Railway Insttute around 800 pn. and having done <o, l2ft
hun to commut the outrage On 7th Apnl Jwala Prashad told
Ram Singh that he had got the revoler from a ‘fnend’ to whom
Ram Swgh pave 1t after committing the outrage**

Arrest of Jwala Prashad

These actniues show that Jwala Prashad was not oaly
associated with the terronist actnaties but was the master mind
behund all the consprracies On 29th Apnl, 1935, he was, there-
fore, arrested under the Pupjab Crnimuinal Law Amendent Act
of 1932, and was Lept 1 the Police custody until 29th May,
1935, when e was transferred to a magisterial Jock vp, where

i:} File No 456/5, Pol of 1935 Home Pol. NAL

i Statewent of Mang Lal 7 35 File No.

44/63/55 Pol., Home Pol, .\I\l ied Tih Apnl. 1905 File
19> Suaterent of Ram $nzh and Mem Chandra dated $+d

May 1935 File No kw 1o 44/63/35 Pol, Home, Pol. NAY
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he was kept ull 23rd September, 1935™ But when Jwala
Prashad was in the Police custody he asked his brother Kali
charan to provide hum with a  Cigaratte case and Cigaratte’, e
a ‘Revalver on 14 or 15th May 1935 between 12 to 2 in the
mght ” and sent a threatening Red Letter’ to the Deupty Super
mtendent of Police (C1D) Mr Mumtaz Hussam, asking him
to release all the arrested persons without any delay and without
any condition® otherwise the Deputy Superintendent of Police
will meet with the same fate as Mr Dogra ® Under the cir
cumstances the A GG in Rajasthan reported that Jwala Prashad
1s a most dangerous terrornist and he should not be set free’
and may therefore be interned under Regulation III of 1818
and should be kept outside Ajmer * as it was feared that s
presence 1 Aymer might create a law and order problem Ac
cordingly a warrant under the aforesaid Regulation was issued
on 12th September, 1935, and Jwala Prashad was transferred to
Delhi Jan™

Release of Inwala Prashad and the reception accorded at Ajmer

In November 1938 the Government of India decided to
release Jwala Prashad on the condition that he will not direct
ly or indirectly associate himself with any violent method in
politics or with any organisation which has violence as 1its object

196 DO later No 1021C ASconld 35 daed 15th August
1995 from the Clucf Commissioner Aymer (o the Sccretary to the
Govarnment of Indin Home Deptt File No 1476335 Pol Home
ot

197 Traslaton of a leiter dt ml from Jwala Prashad to lus
brother Kilicharan Jwala Prashad gase the wnstructions to lus brother
m deta] 15 to how the revolier will be placed 1 the larme of
the Police Stauon  He 1lo sent a sketch of the latrine ndicanng
the place and spot where the revalver was to be placed  Tile No
kw ‘1o 11/63/3% Pol Home Pol NAI

198 Red Iuter addressed o Dy S P (CID)  yjmer mter
apted by the Policc kw to 41/63/35 Pol Home Pol NAI

199 DO later No W02 C/PA Conkd %5 duted 15t Aprl
1935 from the Chiel Commussioner Ajmer to the Secy Govt of
Indin op at, NAI

200 Govt of India Order dt 5th Oct 3
35 Tol of 19% Home Pol NAI

5 Dile No /63
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and will not enter in Dellu Province except with the Chief Com
missioner’s permussion™  But Jwala Prashad refused the conds-
tonal release and started a hunger-stnche ™ He intimated to
Mahatma Gandh that he has rejected the humubating condition
which Government had offered ™ Howerer, on the intenention
of Mahatma Gandhi Jwala Prashad was set at hiberty,™ and was
released on 19th March 1939 from Delhs Jail ™

On 22nd March 1939 when Jwala Prashad armved at
Ajymer he was gnen a warm reception at the Railwas Station **
Jwala Prashad was taken 1n procession from the Railway sta
ton to Ghauram« Dharamshala via Staton Road, Mohalla
hawergan) and Madar Gate etc Mangm Lal Sita Ram Valii
Jagannath Radhaballabh and Shyam Behan Singh Iad the crowd
amd shouts of ‘Inqitab Zindabad® Release Ram Singh Re-
lease Ram Chandra Bapat and cheers for Bhagat Smgh. Raj
Guru Mahatma Gandhi Jawahar Lal Nehru Swami Kumar-
anand embraced Jwala Prashad at Ghasi Ram’s Dharamshala®”

On the evening of 22nd March, 1939, a large meeting was
orgamsed to congratelate Jwala Prashad on his release which
was presuded over by Jar Narmn Vyas  Speeches were made
by Baba Nar Singh Das. Secretary, Provincial Congress Commit-

2 DO letter No $/9;35 Pol dated 18th Nov 1938 from
AL Pucdc Home Deptt Govt of India to I\ Lathwaite Pn
Vi Sy to Governor Gencral of India Bile” No 33/0 3% Pol.
Home ol NAT

202 Letter dated 16th Feb 1939 from Jwala Pradud to the
l\h;llm Member Gove of Jndia Bile No §3 03 o). Home Pol

W3 Letter dated Iith Feb 1939 Gom Juals Prashad amtot e
sate pronas v Matatma Gandli hile No 13 % 3% Pol  Home
Tol. N A1

I Letter dared 1ML Mard 1939 fron b OH Padde %o
10 Govt of India 1o the Chicl Commes soncy Dl bile No 119 1
Pal Home Pol \AL

S0 Letier Noo4s O dated 28t Mardh 1939 from the Dy

CommsonT D1 o Clael Comnn woner Delty Fe No $3 9
ol Home Bol N\
20 Confdl Report sent tn Supde of Polie  Vjuer Vil

Ne 11T % Fol Home ol N AL
207 Pad
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tee, Aymer, Dr J N Mukherjee, Swamu Kumaranand, General
Scerctary, Town  Congress Committee, Beawar,  Ramp Lal
Convener Political Prisoncrs Release Commuttee, Ajpmer, and
by Radha Ballabh > In his most  (hought provoking speech
Biba Nur Singh Dass envied the spinit of patmousm of the
Germans and Itahans and wished that ‘Indians would learn
a lesson from them’  He appealed to the people to follow the
example of Jwala Prashad and to endeavour to achieve free-
dom by peaccful means”™ In the end a rusolution was passed
expressing pleasure on the uncondstional release of Pandit Jwal
Prashad ™

When the terrorist aclivities werce at their height, 1 the year
1939, the sccond world war broke out and 1 response to the
call of Mahatma Gandhi, the Satyagraha movement was sus-
pended m British India as well as in the States of Rajasthan
Once agan, the Indian Princes came to the rescue of the Bri-
tish Empire and helped 1t with all therr resources 1n men and
materal

208 Confdl Report scm by Supdt of Toliee \jmar ap a
Nt

200 Iid

210 ibid



CHAPTER VII

AW AKENING AND THE MERGER
€1939-1947)

The establichment of Praja Mandals and other Polincal 1n
stitutions had gnen nse to the demand of ‘responsible govern-
ment’ i the vanous States of Rajasthan  But, the outbreak
of the Second World War 1n 1939 temporanh suspended the
agiations in Britch India as well as 1n Induan States  Unfor
tunately Indian princes could not reahise the gravity of the situa-
ton  They, on the contrary, were of the view that onh the
protection of the Bntish authorities could help them to maintan
their autocratic rule in the States.

The Outbreak of War and the Atntude of the Prirces of Rapas-
than

When 1n Avgust. 1939, war with German appeared 1mmin
ent. His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner was the first among
the ruling princes of India 1o tefegraph His frperal Majests
the King Emperor and alvo 1o His Excellency the Viceros, ‘phac-
g his sword and pereonal <enices and th <e of his 1r00ps
and the eatire rewources of the State at th command of His
Majestv and hs Empire™ On the outbreak of the War on
d Sepiember. 1939, His Highness the Maharap of Bikaner
renerated his offer to His Impenial Majesty 1n a cableeram and

T The mosage Gated Ll \vguet 1999 of Hie Highnen e
Malurags of Lidaner  Bibaner and e f1er 1A Tilanct Conemn
rent peblication 3900 Ay colletn s 1 bnenis of Rapartae Jo
pur pp 12
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wished that *Almighty will vouchsafe a conclusive vitcory m
this titanw struggle © His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner
further requested Hrs Excellency the Viceroy to permit lm to
proceed at least to the Middlc-East and in active service The
Maharaja and the Heir apparent were allowed and according
ly the Party left Bikaner on 23rd October 1941 and satled in
convoy from Bombay on 29th October 1941* In the mean
ume ‘Ganga Rpsala the famous Bikaner Camel Corps, pro
cceded on active service

Similarly the other States of Rajasthan viz Jaipur Jodh
pur Udaipur Alwar Bharatpur Dholpur and Kota, etc also
contnbuted i cash and kind The Maharaja of Jaipur placed
his services and the resources of the State at the disposal of the
Brish Government and requested His Excellency the Vic
croy to allow him to go to the war front* Simdarly the Jodh-
pur Maharaja offered hts acrodromes for traming of pilots
there,’ and the incorporation of Jodhpur Sardar Risala i the
Ist Cavalry Brigade® The Maharana Udaipur announced 2 con-
trbution of Rs 75000 towards war fund from Ist October, 1940
till the end of the war” The Maharaja of Dholpur expressed
the desire to give a weekly award to the best airman for tak-
ng part 1n the war®

Winle the rulers of the Rajputana States were enthusiastic
for rendering all possible hefp to the British the people 1 gene
ral were prepaning for orgamsing Satyagraha movement In the
beginning of 1940 as a result of Mahatma Gandhi's call for “in
dwvidual satyagraha movement’ Political agttation for responsible
government was revived 1n the States of Rajasthan  The States

2 Cablggram duted Hiy September 1939 from Maharaja Bika
ver to His Imperal Majesty the hang I'mperor  fikaner and tle
War op at p 3

3 Bikaner and tle War op at p 10

4 Tile No 16W of 1939 F & P NAI

5 File No 100W of 1938 T & P N\T

6 File No 85(57) W of 1930 F & P NAT
7 tide No 30(7) W of 19321 &I N Al

8 il No 76(55) W of 1939 1 & P NAI
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of Rajasthan whole heartedlv participated 1n the ‘Quu Indw’
movement of 1932  This was the peniod when the public en-
thusiasm was at the peak  Almost m ¢vers State a demand
for the responsible government' or ‘popular government’ was
made The States resorted to repressne poley to stamp out
the Satvagraha movements but ther attempts failed In the
following pages an attempt has been made to trace the history
of these poliucal movements which Ied to the establishment of
popular governments m vanious States of Rajasthan

Ajmer

Beng a Bnush Induan terntory Ajmer conunued fo be a
centre of hectic political actatics in Rajasthan  On 26th Janu
ary, 1940, people decided to celebrate the Independence Day
but the permission for holding 2 public meeting in the Town
Hall was refused by the Mumapal Chairman under orders of
the Dictrict Magistrate® When the orders were defied, and
students shouted the <logans hle, ‘Down with tyrannical gov-
ermnment’, ‘Down with the Bnush Government’, ‘Down  with
the CID Dogs,” ‘Down with the Government Servants', *Down
with the Union Jach.” and ‘Up up with the National Fls', a
number of studerts were arrested and 12 of them were made to
fumich secunities of Rs 5,000 cach under section 112 CrPC™
The Britch Government continued 1ts repressne policies and 1
Februany, 1940 the office of the Prosincial Congress Committee
Ajmer, and the housws of Pardnt Jwala Prashad, Dr § N Muk-
herpee and Baba Nar Singh Das were searcked for storing re-
voliers and cartndges  Dewi Prasad, Rame hwar and Shyam
Behart Singh were arrested  Later the fist two were released

9 Report sent bn the Sauan Jown Congres Coreuver
4mer o e offe of the PG \jmer Menvra hile No § 310
Tol (I) of 1999 Home Pol. \A!

1 Auonfing 16 the o aal teport 1, prwors were amte s
dludirz (e 2our & st tents pamedy Mot pdra Swvam Sander Mot
¢ Rap Narauan and Radhes Shham Thev  tendered apalonts
which were  ccepted ard no secunues were d randed Fade Ne 13
‘0 Pol () of 1917 Hore Pol, NA1
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but the third was kept 1n jail without trml® On 10th Apnl,
1940, a warrant of scarch under section 124 of the Defence of
India Rules, 1932 was 1ssued for the house and Amar Print
ing Press of Amba Lal Mathur as therc was an mformation
that some copies of the book entitled ‘Us par Roshnt', a proscrib
ed book, were lying in his press™

Hauling down of Congress Ilag

In thes heated at h Congress ¢ National
week” (which included the Jalanwala Bagh anmwversary) m
Ajmer from 8th Apnl to 16th Apnil, 1940' The mam fea
ture of the celebrations was an exhibition of *Khady’ or home-
spun products The orgamsers of the exhibition crected a flag
staff, about 50 feet high from which the Congress flag flew ™
The exhibition attracted considerable crowds and a series of
mectings were held to commemorate the National week  Shri
mati Parbati Devt Deedwama, a woman political worker from
Delhy, during the course of her speech remimnded the youths of
India about the sacrifices made by them in Jalanwala Bagh and
said that ‘the blood stained earth of that place was distributed
throughout India as a mark of respect to the martyrs™ The
British bureaucracy could not tolerate these peaceful activities
and the Commussioner 1ssued an order under section 144 ad-
dressed by name to the S of the exhib
directing them to remove the flag and flag-staff within one hour
and to refran from re-erecting them within 400 yards of the
fort walls™ But Krishna Gopal Garg one of the Sccretaries of

11 Babs Nar Smgh Das wos al o arrsied unda section 39 ol
ihe Iifenc of Tndia Act on 8th Apnl 1910 Report sent by
Sceretary Town Congress Commuttee Apmer op at 1

12 The police captured 17 copies of Us pu Roshmt during
e «warcr  Tolice Report dued S0th Apul 1040 Vrran July
S WA hyaea

1% | 1 Comhu Supcrntendent of Folice \pmers Report
dued 28h My 1910 File No 4/3/40 Pol (1) ol 1910 Home
Tol NAF

M Iind

15 Ibhid

16 Ibid
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the exhubiion refused 0 obey the order Thercupon, the
Police under the orders of the Commssioner, remosed the flag-
staff  Knshna Gopal Garg was prosecuted under <ection 188
1PC and was sentenced to four months’ nigorous imprison-
ment * In the meantime Mahatma Gandln was apprised of the
situanon  He, however, advised the Congress workers to ‘sub-
mit to the order ** Crnuicising the order of the Commissioner

of removing the flag Mahatma Gandhi obsened * Tt
hard to beat the unblushing distortions by the Commussioner,
Ajmer  He has not added to the Bntish presuge Tt may

be argued that the Commissioner of Ajmer 1s no worse than
mam  such officals who do much worse things with im-
punmity o

But Brtish burcaucracy did not pay any heed to Mahatma
Gandii’s advice and when on 28th Apnl, 1940, the monthiy
flag salutation ceremony by the City Congress was to take
place in the compound of the Town Hall, just two hours before
the ume fixed for the flag howsung, Durga Prasad Chowdbrs,
the Citv Congress Secretary, was served with a notice under the

orders of District Magistrate protubiting the ceremony and the
mecting ®

Strike w1 Rabway Workshop

These underhand measures of the Brtish government arous-
ed public resentment, and to register a protest agamst the sad
rolicy about ten thousand workers 1n the Railway workshop
Ajmer, went on a sit-down stnke on 15th A wust, 1941 The

7 o

I Telepram dated 17th Februan 1911 from Shnman S

kil Dewt wife of hiding G
P %o 5 1oy o ina Gopat Gasg 1o Home Meber Delts

1 Harym dated 2mh Apnt 1940

20 Henpim di 1th May 1910

N

2L Hlde No 48140 Pol (1) of 1980 Home Pol. N\

It o believed tfat Pandit fwala Frasha ! Sturma who wa
then e Geneal Seacran of e Ralway Workedop Union_ an s
tzated the worlers 10 g0 on 3 stdown stke DO Jetrer So #3{C
VE 036 41 dated 20h Auzus 1911 fron tte Rewdent o the

Home Depre, Government of Inda Hibe No 127 81 Fol () «!
1911 Home Pol NAL b B S 12T et
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army was called The strike was however, withdrawn on 3rd
September, 1941 *

Arrest of Pandit Jwala Prashad Sharma and his escape from
Ajmer Central Jarl

The mvolvement of Pandit Jwali Prashad Sharma m the
strike 1 Ratlway workshop and Ius past record of the terronst
actvities prompted the Chief Commissioner Ajmer, to 1ssue an
order of his arrest under Rule 26(1)(b) of the Defence of India
Rules He was, accordingly, arrested on 19th August, 1941*
The Chief C further reqy d the G of
India to transfer Jwala Prashad immediately to some other jail
as ‘Ins presence was forming a focus for local agitanon’®  But
since the other provincial governmenty were reluctant to have
Jwala Prashad Sharma m therr Central Jail he could not be
transferred elsewhere

On the early morming of 12th November, 1941, sometime
after nud-night, Jwala Prashad Sharma made an attempt to escape
from the Jall” He came out from the barrack through the
vacant space of 61/ inches between the won gnll of the window
and its masonry wall™ But while coming out the Head
Warder who was on duty heard noise lLke that of 2 tin  He
found Jwala Prashad standing on the roof of the verandah He

23 feter No L 26,1911 (Conldl) dated Sl Scptember
195 from S Rhurshid Commusioner \mer to the Seeretary to the
Chuel Commussioner Ajmer

21 Corfidenual letter No 197(0 SO 30 (1 dated 17th
September 1911 from the AGG m Raputani to the Secty Gov
ernment of Indin File No 94)17/11 Dol (1y of 1911 Home Fol
NAT

25 Confidential lettar No 197() AOL 4% 11 dated 17th
Septcmber 3911 from the AGG n Rajputam 1o the Secty  Gov
ernment of India op af NAI

6 Letter No 94/17/41 Pol (1) dated 3lst October 191
Irom the Sceretary Gost of India to the Chief Commusvioner Ajmer
lile No 91/17/41 Pol (1) of 1931 Home Pol NAL

27 Confidentnl letter No 2601 dated 12th November 1941
from Supenintendent Cemtral Jail Aymer to the Commussioner Agmer
Merwarn File No 91/17/41° Pol (I of i1 Home Pol

2 Id
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kad alwo a2 hnide 1 hus hand which the Head Warder took from
tim  Jwala Prathad bowever offered to get mode bus ward of
thz Head Warder could hush up the matter and get away for
4 whilz  The Head Warder having dope <o, the prisoner got
made the ward®  Jwala Prachad wa< then, tned by the Adds-
uonal Asqstant Commisaoner, Apmer-Merwara, under the Ruk
26161 read with rule 121 of the Defence of India rukes and
was <entenced to undergo ngerous impnsonment for 15 months
and to pav a fine of rupzes fifty or 1n default to undergo fur-
ther ngorous 1mpaconment for three menths™  Jwak Prachad
preferred an appeal m thz Sessons Court. Aymer  His appezl
was urheld on 16th Februan 1942, and s comiction wa<
quached  However 2 fresh complamt was fild againt kim
©1 25th Februan 1942 and he was <envenced to ax months
170rous tmpnsonment”

On 29th Februan, 1943 Jwala Prachzd Sharma alenz with
another prisoner Raghuray Singh made a succes<ful atizmpt to
escape from the Central Jail, Aymer® Both the prisoners were
confired m tarrack No 11 of the Congress Secunfy Priomers’
Ward  Thes, however, escaped by means of a ladder constrct-
od frem o 1ron poles (ueed for <upporting the <ecurity pri-
<oners vollavhall net) and varous preces of wood (largeh aden
from arcles of furmiture). the whole bemnz tiad topether with
Chotis and <tnns tom from dhotis. 1n all about ten dhotts g™

KN

Yo Letter No VM7 (Confdl) datet 1Fth Jamean 1932
frorr t1r Cluef Comm saoner Apmer Memvara i the Sacun o0
Qe of Indiz Bi'e No 9317 45 Pol{fi [ 1011 Ho—  §0

1 DO leter No A 207 (Confdly, daed 1Fth Mavdn 1952
flon 0 e Chinef Commmaner Agmer Merwara 10 tle Sarun Gov
(\n“nﬂu et Irdie Bi'e No 9197 11 Pol (D of 19,1 Ho—s I'1

T2ODO Kt N A 27 G daed 1513 Juem a2
froa Ce (el €0 oae s rer Agoer Meawarz to 11 Seaenan (o
arrat ol Inda B Ne 9117 1 Pol (1 of 191 18, ~ §c'

NAL e Vppeal s poelrrret In Jeata Pred st b tnasd v
P e N fut Ajeer Mermara
Vo Tamrem No W OSTOHT sttt M0 Jutt

P lhaef G ot Apmer 1 1Tc Seortann Gt of 173
Bilr Na S 041 Potal groqagg Hoame | OLONAT
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1o have been used for the purpose™ However all attempts to
recapture them failed

Costl Disobedience Movement

On the other hand as a result of Quit Jndia  movement
the cvil disobedience movement was continumg i Ajmet Mer
wata By Aprl, 1943, 64 persons which included Ba) Krshna
Kaul, Hart Bhau Upadhyaya Ram Narayan Chowdhry Gokul
Lal A<ava, Rishi Dutta Mchta Mukat Behant Lal Bhargava
Ladu Ram Joshi, Swamm Kumaranand Shrimati Gomts Dewt
Bhargava, Amba Lal Mathur and Shobha Lal Gupta were arrest
ed™ Later 17 out of them were released Bal Krishna Kaul
and Gokul Lal Asava were sentenced to four months” rigorous
mprisonment for disobeymg the orders of the Jail authunties
In protest Bal hrnshna haul went on hunger strhe ™ Mrs
Kaul's request to meet her husband i jari was refused by the Chief
Comnussioner, Ajmer However on  the intervention of
Mahatma Gandht® Bal Krihna Kaul gave up hus fast and Mrs
Kaul and his family members were allowed to meet him*

31 Report duted Ist Mardy 1M1 (Confidintaly of the De
jut Commisoner Ajmer Tide No 3 7 11 Po) (Iy al 01 Home
rol N\l

35 AMamo No M/222 dated 13th prl 194t (Scareyy from
Superintendent of Police \jmer 1o the Deputy Commiwoner Ajmer
Dl No 3/0/t1 Pol () of 19t1 Home Pol NAL

36 Report of Supcrmntendent of Police Aymer—enclosure o
lar No € /152> V dated 23rd Aprd 191° from the Chief Com
misioner Agmer to (he Home Deptt Gorernment of India Tile No
$/78/13 Pol (b of 1913 HomC Pol 1

37 Question asked by Sardar Mangal Singh sn 1l e L,c;;;nsl.lu\t
Anmcmbly on 28th March 1911 and rply gnen Lile Na 220/ 11
Pol (1) “of 1911 Home Tol N,

%8 Letter No 1/2020 dated 5th Junc 1911 from Chict Lom
misoner  \jmer Merwara to Home Deptt Cosanment of fndia
Lle ™o 13/76/11 Tol (1) of 1911 Home Tol NI

30 Telegram dated 17th My 1011 from Ml c,.ndlp ©
l\nl Rrshny Raol - 1 No 11/76/11 Pel {1y of 1911 Home Fo

Al

10 Teter Mo AZ0.0 dated 5th Jroe 1911 from € hl;[l('fln:
sisroner Apner Merwart o Home Deptt Corvermmant o
of at NAY .
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opinion, express the aspirations and needs of the people and
1o represent their gnievances to His Highness government 1n a
constitutional manner* But m spite of this the State did not
give up its repressive policy and suspected those who attended
the meetings of the Praja Mandal ©

At this moment, unfortunately the serious differences with
regard to the mode of work arose among the members of the
executive of the State Praja Mandal This Ikd to the formation
of a new Party known as ‘Praja Mandal Progressive Party
under the leaderstip of Chiranp Lal Agarwal  The result was
that the energy of the political workers could not be utihised
fully Due 1o the mutual differences Jaipur could not lead the
other States of Rajasthan dunng the Quit Indra  movement

However, 1n November, 1931 Political Conference was held
at Sikar and Hira Lal Shastri President of Japiur Praja Mandal
demanded that the Maharaja of Jawpur should realisc the explo
sve situation in the State and should accept the Mandals de
mand of cstablishing a responsible government n the State be
fore 1t was too late **

A new party under the name of Azad Morcha’ launched
the satyagraha agamst the autocratic rule  The proment among
the Satyagrahis were Master Ram Karan Joshi B § Dashpande
Om Dutt Shastri, Ladu Ram Joshi and Hans D Roy® The
agitation continued for more than onc and a half years and mn
adents Jke picketing and sabotage marked the period

—_—

5 Icuer dated 17th Aprd 1910 from Jumna Lal Bapy to
Ghanshyam D1s Bidda Patra §yavhar, No 124

16 Louer dated 20th August 1930 from hapur Chand IPum
to Jamny 131 Bayy Paufra §yavhar No 127

17 Lewer dated 6th August 191 from Cliranghil Agarwal to
Jumon Lal Bagay Parre fyavtar No 120 Jetter dated 9th September
1911 from Diure,n Lal g Rasdha Vallabh of Prat Mandal Progressne
Tty 0 Jumua 14 Baay Patra §yaviar No 120

18 Kele Dhagway Das  Desis Rapye Shason pp 57293

han

19 Chatnedt Jugal Rishore 1912 Ju krants Men I ifust

AiYogdm  Quoted from \awyug S ndesh, dated 2nd Octaber 1932
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Consutunional Refornts

On 26h October 1942, Maharaja Jaipur appomted a spe-
cul commntee 1o examine the whole question of constiutional
reforms 1 Japur  The Commutee was to formulate, having
due regard 0 the past hustory of the State, the prewent State
of education and publi spmi. the growmng pohtrcal conscious-
ness of the peoplz and other to «ccure steady and harmonious
constitutional progress of the State from the pownt of view of all
wterests concerned  The Computiee submutted its report in
119 paras but with a note of dissent by all the non-official mem
bers on the question of granung the ratio of representation 11
the Legnlatne Assembly

{n th: vear 1945 the Jaipur State implemented the Con-
“ututtonal reforms as suggested by the Comnuttze as a s'¢p to-
wards the evablshment of responsible government 1a the State
Accordingh 2 bicameral legplature was cdtablisbed  In tbe
Pratimidhs Sabha out of the total membership of 125, fise mem-
ters were 1o be nominated, 25 were 1o be elected from among
the Thihana Sardars two <cats were resened each for basmess-
men and for women and for labourers and 11 for Muskms.
Thus genzral seats were to be 78 In the Lemshtive Ascembh
the total number of <cats were to be 51 out of which 14 were
to be nonunated, 9 were 1o be clicted by the Thikana Sardars,
three scats were resenved for businessmen, women and habour
ers and four <eats were re<ened for Musluns® It is clear that
the proposed Legishitne Aseembly was to be a body compos

A Tht members of the Commuttee wete Papveraala  Hin
annana Clamman Khan Satab M Alaf Abred Rhense and the Law
:curun to the Governrment as vMaal meribers NonoTaal mem
15 weie 1lalur Dev Singh of Chomu Raj Sardar Singh of hir
tn Ihalur £ wdhaf Sizh of Geeggarh Ulnmangs Lal Azarwal Mool
Hatuullah Rlan Rapur Qandra Fatn Nern Gland hashwal Sth
Kam Nath Polder Sah Alunudin Ahmed  &eth S1ray Pux GHis
rfanam Palimal Vida Dhar Rullan Seth Balleo Ins Bapina €
tan Chaman Singh Lasen Naravan Yada 2 ! Sved Hzun Moz
fla Tle Somtan of de Commee was b [0 warz Dotts
Prpas ot the Connttee on Comtirutienal Refores 1613

S Biepe t ef Wl e Commuttre on € onitigs fiomal Befores 1613

T il Lefrrms Commtttee Peport 1613
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ed of the *Yes men’ of the Maharaja  But i spte of the m
adequate arrangements the Praja Mandal decided to partcipate
w the elections and could capture 3 seats 1n Legistative Assemb
1y and 27 scats out of 31 wn the Pratinidhs Sabha  The victory
of the Praja Mandal was thus an evidence of the public sup
pott

Ddatpur (Mewar)

in February, 1941, the Udaipur State government lfted the
ban from the Mewar Praja Mandal This provided an oppor
tunity to the workers of the Mandal to propagate the ea of
establishing a ‘responsible goverament 1 the State  In Novem
ber, 1941, under the Presidentship of Manikya Lal Varma the
first sesston of the Praja Mandal was feld 1n Udaipur 1 which
the civil and polical nights were demanded along with the de
mand to establish ‘responsible government Simultanecusly, to
propagate the ideas of ‘swadeshi a Khadi exhibition was also
arranged which  was maugurated by Shrimati Viailaxme
Pandn® The State Government realised the public feelings and
that a Legislative Assembly of a majority
of clected members would be constituted soon  Besides  the
‘Batwali tax was also withdrawn *

Lhe Satyagraha Movement

When on 8th Aggust, 1942 the All Inda Congress Com
mittee launched the “Quit India Movement simultancously in
the States of Rajasthan the S: t for the esta
blishment of responsible government was started  In Udarpur
on 10th August 1942, Ramesh Chandra Vyas a labour leader
was arrested and sent (o Jal® On 20th August 1942, the

53 Ui seswon wis mangarated by Advry o kgt kel
B D Desta Ragyon ks Jan Jagrite pp 211 12 Teuer dated 29nd
Februany 1911 from Matky1 Tal Varmn to Jamna T.al By Patra
Tanlay No 195

51 kelt B D op et pp 2112

5, Tatter dated 29nd February 1941 from Mamkya Lal Varma
to Jamna 1al Bagay op at No

56 1/e Ruyasat dated 26th February 1911
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Mewar Praja Mandal passed a resolution demandmng the esta
blishment of responsible government 1 the State, and to sever
all relatons with the Briish Government® The State, 1n reply,
resorted to repressive methods  On 21st August, 1942 Mam
hva lLal Verma Mohan Lal Sukhadia Balwant Singh Mchta
and 15 other Satvagralus were arrested A ban was mmposed
on delnenng public speeches demonstrations ctc. and the
Praja Mandal was declared an unlawful association”  Soon the
number of arrests reached 500 and the movement continued tll
January 1934 Subsequently the Satyagralus arrested dunng the
agntation were set at hiberty which mcluded Mambya Lal Varma
Mohan Lal Sulhadia Balwant Singh Mchta and Mot Lal
Tejawat ™

On 3rd April 1934 Rajputana and Central Inda's Work
ers Conference met at Udatpur under the Presidentship of A V
Sarvate of Indore In the Conference Mamihva Lal Varma ex
pressed the hope that the Udaipur State will soon withdraw the
ban miposed on the Mewar Praja Mandal” Simultancously on
11h October 1944 the executnve commuttee of the Mewar Prap
Mandal met under the Chairmanship of Manihsa Lal Varma
and demanded the establishment of a Legslatne Assembly and
Mumicipal Councils 1n the State®  Fortunately, on 6th Septem
ber 1935 the ban from the Mewar Praja Mandal® was hited
In December 1945 when the All India State People's Confer
ence was held 1 Udaipur the people showed great enthusiasm A
number of Iaree public meetings were organsed and the demand
for responuble goternment 1n the State was agam made How

. 7 Chatunedi Jugal huhore op 1 Nuoted from Nasug
andesh dated Tnd October $952 Relz 33 D op at pp 21215
R Chotuneds Jugal kol feat dated
S Ouaber gt Jugal hohore op at Nanug Sanled
Porle Foalny Clronsde daed 1tk Vel mars 1913
Lt @ Iie Hindustan Funes dated th Apnl 1004 Bava RBlura
‘.‘n‘w‘\lhx‘g;‘fm Erivartst Sta an quoted from Na jeeran dated 2%th
M1 N peeuan dated 160 October 1911
Co Nieenan dated Toth September 1944,
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cver, the State Government 1 arder to suppress the popular de
mind imposcd a ban on public meetings and specches *

Officials’ Strike

The repressive policy of the State created discontentment
not only among the conmon people but even among the ofli-
wnls of the State  The prices were also gomg lugh and this
added fuel to the fire*  In January, 1946, the Statc officals ob-
served @ sde 1m protest agamist ghe poficy of Sie Vi Raghav-
clurya the Prme Mimster The Police made a hthi charge
and g number of persons werg arrested  Later  however, the
strihe was called off when the State assured that the people’s
gricsances woudd be redressed

Commntional Reforms

Under these circumstances 3o March, 1947, Sir Raghav
diryy, the Stte Prime Mimister, announced the  mtroduction
of cortun constitutional reforms o the State™  Dut these re
forms proved a ‘smoke-screen’ as no responsble goveenment
wis establshied and the Mahargna contnued to be the auto-
cralic ruker of the Statc  The Mewar Praja Mandal, therefore
refused to aeeept these reformye Under the new reforms, a
leguslsture was to be constitutd but the cxecutive was not to be
responsible to st In fact. by announcing the establishment of
a Lkgshiive body which was no more (han 2 ‘Darbar’ an
altempt was made to dwert people’s attention frem thewr de-
mand for responsible government*  However, the Mewar Praju
Mandal partiespated an the elections to the fegislature and cap

63 helr Bhagwan D Deghy Rapyon Av Jan Jignti p 218

6 Keh B D op et poopl

65 Mid

66 Nirjeeran dated 12th Aggust 1916 helr B D op ot
o2

67 Aagervan, dited 25t June 1917 hely B D op et
026 In kg weintng Sie Ry dvorys Jefs the Sote and b M
Munsln became the  Constitutiory] Adviser  Tle b announced
tome reformi but Mandal refused to accept (lem av no steps were
tikan to osthiblsh the responsible government in the State

€8 Resoluon pussed by Mewir Py Mandal Bulletn No
€ June 1917
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tured a number of seats winch was doubtiess a mzasure of the pub
hie support to the Mandal® recened.

Bikarer

Lile otber States of Rajsthan, Bilaner was alo 1 the
enp of an agmuon for the ectablichment of recponadle gov
ernment. In onder 1o suppress the agtauon, thz State govern

oot promulgated an amendment 1 th: Bilzver Secunty Act
Bannins any person 10 wear 2 umform or a bedge whih may
represent amy partv or an assocztion, and nobod) was allowed
to parnapatz i dnll procession or physical exercise withood
prnor permussion of His Highness the Maharap of Bikaner™

His Hickress declaranion of rejorns

In Novemter 1941 “aharap Ganga Saoeh”™ onthe eve of
hus departure to the war fromt  the \bddle Eat dineg tbe
Second World War, declared <omé reforms to be mirodused
the 2dminnstration <uch as the rule of law, mdnideal bt 23
wdependent and imparts] jodiepany, economiz asastznes to the
people dictnbubion of His Highoess™ persomal and governmect
fund and uilisanon of the mmeral wealth of the State and
aboe all the edtabhidiment of an efficre~t admmsaraun for tr
welfare of all

Movement Jor responsiMe poverrirens

Bt contran 10 the aforeward dechiranon m Apeil 1932
the Mabamap of Bianer wscusd an order bannmg all the pNle
meeunes and nebt to <pecch. etc, 1 oder 1o crush the mne
D for ‘recponaihle povernment’ 1 the Swmte™ O 20th Jub
1922 the Bilzner Prap Panded under the Preademrdipy of
Ratkaher Daval Goval decaded 10 <am 2 movemest for 'rey
poratls governmient” i the Stats The Sats povernmatzl b
et 1mo~dateh reconted to repessne poliy and ameesd
———

€7 Mexw v Prog Maedd Puocam No 3 Joh jerm

TV L ver SLe Grrre dand 1Y Jaran 167

T Bt e ed 109 Noverher 1931

W20 frun el 1T Apnil 19,2
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Raghuber Dayal Goyal and externed him on the same day from
the Bikaner State® as his presence was ‘prejudicial to the secunty
of the Statc™ Reghuber Dayal Goyal, however, urged the
State Government to withdraw the order of externment” but the
State refused to accede to s request and threatened bun with
dire 1n case he to enter the State tern-
tory. defying the State orders *

On 26th August, 1944, Rabhuber Dayal Goyal defied the
Statc order and eptered into the Bikaner terntory He along
with his two colleagues—Gangadas Kaushik and Dau Dayal
Acharya—were immediately arrested and externed from the
State  The State repressne policy was bitterly cnticised  all
over Rajasthan and 26th October, 1943, was celebrated as a
‘day’ agamst the policy of State’s repression * The Bikaner
Praja Panshad, howeser, under the leadership of Pandst Madha
Ram Vadya conunued its agiation for the establishment of
‘responsible government’ n the State

Meanwhile an teresting modent took place on 27th Dec-
ember, 1915, when one Dwarka Prasad Kaushik, 2 sixth class
student of Rampunia Inter College, Brkaner, responded ‘Jar
Hind’ 1 Lieu of ‘Present, Si” when roll call was taken m the
class  He was tumed out from the College without bemng given
any wnitten orders  This caused a great sensation mn the city ™

75 Lobmamya dated 315t July 1947 Ibe PBikaner Praja
Panshad was established by Raghuber Dayal Goval on 22nd July
Y2 Pragat, dated 27th September 1912

7% Pragati, dated 2Tth Scprember 1942

75  Letter dawed 7th September 1912 from Raghuber Dayal
Goyal to the Pnme Mimster Bikaner Pragap dated 27th Septem
ber, 1942

76 Pragats, dated 2Tth September 1912

77 Raghuber Dayal Goyal again tied 1o enter into the Bika
ner State Termtory on 25th Jume 1915 but was arrested along with
his other wlleagues  hela, B D Deshs Ragyon ki Jan Jagrs
PP 20607, 210 Navyrevan, dated 2nd July 1915

78 kela B D op at pp 206207 210

79 Pahuamura, dated lst January 1916 A smilar cise hap-
pened s High School Nohar {Rikaner) A student had writen
*far Hind an s exerase book  Ths provoked the Headmaster and
e gave a good beaung to the student  Hine ustan, dated 2nd Janu
ary 1916
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In the wake of repression, the poliical prisoners served a
notice to the State Government stating that if their demand for
bemng provided with the newspapers and with facihties for 1n-
terviews with therr friends and relatines was not granted, they
will go on hunger strhe” The State people, on the other
b:md obser\ed 23rd and 26th January as ‘Netap Day” and ‘ka-

Day’ resp ely and d ded the blish

of ‘responsible government’ m the State® Observing on the re
pressine policy of the State, Jawabar Lal Nehru sad m his
course of speech at the Alldndia State Peoples’ Conference
held at Udapur on 30th January, 1946, “Bikaner has recently
achiesed an upenviable notorety Conditions m the State
prisons are particularly bad and the lot of poltical prisoners
deplorable ™

Bikaner Press Act

But the State government continued its repressne policy
In March, 1936, Maharaja Shardool Swgh promulgated ‘Bikz
per Press Act™ ding to which papers were required
to furnish secunity before commencing publication. It was fur-
ther ordered that non-Bikaner: would not be allowed to become
2u editor of a newspaper and 1f a Bikanen happened to be an
editor of a newspaper outside the State, he was to remam under
the strict control of the State, whenever he entered the State

Strike aganst the Income-tax Bill

Iz the meantume, the State wtroduced the Income-tax Bil
accordmng to which 2 person was to be treated ‘2 citizen of
Bubaver. prowided be bad stayed m the State for 120 days’ and
%as luble to pay the mncome tax. The bill was, therefore, vehe
mently opposed On 22nd March, 1946, a complete ‘hartal
was proposed 10 be observed, but m the meantime the select

80 Praja Seugl dated 30th Januan 1946

81 Ibhd

82 Proja Seuok dated 30th Januan 1916

83 The Press Act was buterly cntiased by all the Natonal

nlga(:bes Agijeeran, dated 8th Apnl 1946 khelza B D op af, pp
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of the State legisl. d to consider the bill

P
for the time being and hence the strike was called off®

Peasants  Aguation

In May, 1946 the cultvators of the State marched mto the
streets holding the National Flag and demonstrated against the
repressive policy of the State® The demonstrators were severe
Iy beaten up by the Policc and were subject to wild tortures
A number of peasants were arrested mcluing Chowdhry Kum
bhr Ram Arya® On 10th May 1946, Police surrounded the
Rajgarh village and commutted every sort of cruelty on the
peaccful demonstrators  The cultvators were shouting *Down
with the Jagirdars’ Zoolums® As a result of Police atrocities
a number of peasants were severely wounded” The repressive
policy of the State was severely condemned in Calcutta Bombay
and Jupur Tn Calcutta a mecting of the Bikaner’s people held
under the presidentship of N Sharma d d police
atrocities™ and ruthless suppression of Kisan movement m
Bikaner In fact the Rajgarh willage mncident created a terror
in the State and the Police adopted third® degree methods to
extinguish public awakening

Rasingh Nagar Tragedy
On 30th June, and 1st July 1946, the State Peoples’ Con

81 Howeser a telegraphic mformation was sent to all the
places on 19¢h and 20ch March 1916 as not to observe the strke
but the informatian could not retch Nohar and Badra Tehsils of the
State m ume nd a complete strike was absened there  heh
B0 oop et p 207

85 kelt B D op et pp 207208

RC L Arjun dated 5th May 1916

87 helv B D op at pp 207208 Fer drjun dated 15th
May 1946 Tn protest against the repressne policy of the State
Swarm Kumaramind the Kisan  leader went on Iungerstrike
Tater an the Yate aemyramee b withdrew ot Drdima Mitra dated
1€t May 1916

88 Fokmanya dated 15th June 1916

8% Aryyolr dated 2fih June 1910 The government had
tecome so Mustrated that even the slogins 1he ]\hl:,:nrm Gandln
Ki Ju were also binned Kela B D op at p 208
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ference held 2 meeung at Ramsmgh Nagar The proceedings
went on peacefulh *  On Ist July 1946 a man who had a tn
colour flag m fus band went to the rawa station to board the
tram but the police arrested hum Thus created a sur and 2
farge part of the audience left the conference and ran towards
the Staton The police without any warmmng, charged the mob
with Jathis and beat up the people with such <everne that they
fell unconscious™ Simultaneoush the army opened fire Bir
tal Smeh one Hanjpn vouth became the victun of firme with
the national flag m his hand and four others recened <enous
mpures” On 17th Juh 1946 ‘Burbal Day was obsened all
over the State™ In Sardarshehar a procession was taken out
m the eveming  The public enthustasm was at its peal, the roofs
of the houses alone the road were packed with women asd
children who evinced great enthusiasm i the procession  The
whole place resounded with national songs and slogans like
‘Down with the Miusters” *Panmikar™ should be removed ” etc

and demanded the release of the political prisopers® and an
impartial enquiny nto the Rassingh Nagar tragedy ™

Howeser, to cool down the tense atmosphere 1n the State
on 3lst Autust, 1946 Maharaja Shardool Sieh declared that 2
‘responsible government’ in the State will soon be establiched

Bharatpur

The unrest began in Bharatpur n 1940 when Sir Ruchard
Tatanhold declared the hoistne of natronal tncolour flag as

0 Hindustan 10th Jub 1936

St Ibid

@ Ibd

G Fauhia Vitre daed 1ith Juls 1846

R M Panmkar was the Dmvan of the State

9 Tulua Mitra dated 17th Juls 1916

9%  hela op ot pp 202909 The Stare refuced to cordun
the enquin  However AliIndia State Peoples Conference deput
‘c;l”salul Bhar Bhutt and Hira Lal Shastn for an on the spot en
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“llegal’™ Praja Panshad, Bharatput, was demanding a ‘res-
ponsible government” 1 the State for a long tume but no heed
was pad to #ts demand  Ultimately with the beginming of ‘Quit
India’ movement on 8th August, 1942, i Butish Indiwa, Bha-
ratpur Praja Panishad also started 1ts agitation for the ‘responsi
ble government’ on 10th August, 1942* The promment lea-
ders of the movement were Jugal Kishore Chaturveds, Master
Adityatendera Desh Raj Pandit Revt Sharan, Jagpat Singh,
Thakur Jcewa Ram, Ramesh Swami Raj Bahadur and Mas-
ter Gom Lal Yadav*® Public demonstrations, picketing, and
sabotage were the mam occurrences of the penod  People shout-
ed slogans like ‘Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jar and ‘Jawahar Lal
Nehru Ki Jar  Jugal Kishore Chaturvedi played an import.
ant part in this agitation and was the leader of the Satyagrahus
He sent a number of ladies to court arrest in Bharatpur and

dngly four ladies, pamed by therr children, made
a public demonstration 1 support of the Praja Mandal’s demand
of ‘responsible government’™ In order to pacify the agitators
the Mak made an to the effect that ‘Bry
Jaya Pratinidhi Sabha would be established in 1943, but the
Praja Mandal refused to co-operate as this was not the true repre-
sentative council of the people The State then resorted to a
repressive policy and all the leaders of the movement were
arrested except Jugal Kishore Chaturveds, who was guiding the
movement from outside, staying at Mathura™ However later
Jugal Kishore Chaturved: was also arrested and on 1st August,

97 hela B D Deskv Rapon Ae jan Jegrte p 220 An
terestng 1nadent took place on lith Iebruary 1910 ~ A foot ball
match was going on and some of the spectators were wearnng the
Gandlu Cap  Lhe Police offiials immediately got the removal of
the caps from the heads of the wearers  Tlus created a lot of resent
rlnscm among the States people The Samk dated I6th T'ebruary

10

9 Kela B D op ot pp 22122

99 Report stnt by Resident Bhiratpur to the Government
of India

100 Iind

101 Ibid
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1945, was <entenced to one Mears imprisoament and fined Rs.
2503

On 24th September, 1945, Ray Bahadur delnered a2 pubbe
speech d ding the establish of ‘responsible government’
m the State and urged the Maharaja to accept the publhc de-
mand* However, 1» 1946, on the eve of ‘Basant Darbar,
Mabaraja announced the appointment of a popular Minister
who would be elected directly on the basis of 2dult franchice
for a period of three vears. But the Praja Panshad, the Mushm
League and the Kisan Sabha of the Statz refused to co-operate
tll the ‘responsible government” was not establiched in the
State™ To press therr demands, Praja Parishad, under the ka
dership of Ray Babadur Valul and Revti Sharan staged 2 blck
flag demonstration on 4th Januany, 1947, <houting Natwonal
slogans.™®

In August, 1947, the Barathpur State acceded to the Domi-
non of India™ and on 13th September, 1947, under the orders
of the MNaharap, warrants againct Revti Sharan and Jugel
Kikore Chatuned: and other poltical workers were with-
drawn ™™

Awar

Though m 1940, the Alwar goiemment agreed to recozmse
the Prajz Mandal™ differences arose between the State and the
102 Hovwever, His Hichness the Maharaja of Bharztpur relea-
ed ali the polhinral prsoners mn September, 1945 Report of Revdent,
Bhargtpur

10°  Peport of Resident, Bharetpur,

104 Kela B D  op ar, pp 22293

10y Seer Repomt No w57 247%P, dated 3°th March 1947
from $P. Bilaner 1o Dv 1G.P.. Dikanes

105 Bharatpur State nouficauon, dated 17th Suguv, 1955, Prb
Lished n Lhererprr Rappa're (Extrgordiman), dated 18 Ausue
1947, Vol 2%

107 Order dated 15 September 1947 of the Malzzp of
Bharatpur Ll aratpur Rapatr  dated 15th S-prember, 1947, Vol 3%
Part L

1% Letter dmed 20d Augusn 1950 from Mawer Bbola N
to Jamm L2l Bajay Putra Fye fay (Sava Szhiva Mapdal New
Delhy), No 66
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Mandal on the ssues concerning land in Jagirdari x;rcns Mg':
15t and 2nd June, 1941, Prap Mandal ormanised a Japt- .
Prap Conference and adopted a resolution demanding M‘ .
tenant’s night to sell and mortgage tand i the Jagir M2
Villages*™® The causes of the resentment among the Cu\\}\’a\ms
were that temats had no *Biswedant® (proprictary) and ‘abath
on the land, rescnue records had never been prepased, and a Jagir-
dar needed only to five an ejectment notice. while 1cnanats were
required to spend a hirge amount of money to defend them
scles'® Besides, the Kians had no nght to plant and fell
trees  There were different kinds of cesses (Lag Bag Dhent)
levicd by the Jagudars At many places Japirdars had ¢omvert
ed *Pacca’ bughas into *Kachha® bighas 1 onder to increase the
rent of the land several times more™  Tn order to redress their
grievances the Kisans organssed processtons which led through
the mam strects of the State  They shouted the slogans. ‘Down
with Jagirdar's Zoolum™* The State adopied the policy of re-
pression and the agitation was suppressed for the tme being

In August, 1942, duning the ‘Quit India' moscment 1 Bo
tish Indir the State Praja Mandal hunched a Satyagrahy de
mandmg ‘responsible government’ in the State A number of
demonsteations and prcketing took place and exen some vakils i
cluding Shobha Ram feft thewr practice to press their demands
for the establishment of ‘responsible government’ ™

During the period 1943445, a Iull appeared 1n the State but
againt  February, 1946 Praja Mandal faunched an agabon
demanding the ‘responsible government' ™ The State arrested

109 Legter dated 12tk May 1981 from SMaster Bliohr Nath o
Jamny Lal Bajay op e Ne 37 e 500 R from ahaue 300
Jugmr Mafi wtlages antended (he CGonferenee  Mr Shoblin Ry Pre
wdent of the Murr Praja Mindid had prevded  Jle Himdustan
Tones dated 22nd June 1911 The Conlerence was o atendid
by Lade Ram Josdn Tikatant Pabimal and Vieendry

He  T/e Ihndustan Temes doted 220d June 1901

Ny tond

12 fhed

N3 Chaturvedi Jugal Rshore
than ha Yoedan

1912 K Awanty wen Rapys
i

Navyug Sandesh daed OB Ocsober 1052
Aavfeerdn, dated 11th Tebruary 1916
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a number of persons which iocluded Sbobha Ram, Ramp Lai,
Kunj Behan Lal and Har Naravan~  When these actions fail-
«d to <«ubduz the agmators, 11 October, 1947, on the ese of
Dashera. “Maharap Alwar announced to assocwate three elected
members @ the State admumstraine council™  Buat the State’s
peoplz could not bz <usfied with <uch 2 nomemwal reform. A
publc meeting was orgamsed and dunng the <pzeches the Suate
was urged to establich a “responsiblz gorernment” mmedreteh ™

Koa

In hota. as m other States, the demmnd for ectzblish-
mg a respenable government grewm apece Oa 2%th Jamwan,
1931 recponsible government dav’ wes obsened  In the pub-
e mreunes, the State admmi<ranen was reque<ted to acoeds
to the publc demand of 2 ‘responsible government’ ™

In order to conwol the amuation, m Nesember, 1941, tke
Matarao of Kota declared some coasutztional reforms in the
Srate A pew Consutvhon was framed accordmy to wheh 2
legiskane council was to be ectabhched 1n the Swtatz™ The
Praja Mandal refused to co-operate with the proposed reforms
as thes were talen as a deviee to ‘misgude the peork”™™

Agnanon for ‘resporsble gorerment

In August 1942, when “Quit Indm’ movement hed <arted
m Brtish Indna, the Kota Praya Mandal launched 2 Setvagraka
movement for establichmz a ‘recponsibls government ia the
State A complete ‘Hartal' was obsened, 2nd demonstrations
were mzde by the Praja Mandal workers throughout the State
The State resorted to repressne metbods and hupdreds of per
sons were arreted  This provoked the peogple Thev cloced

[FERY ]
H6 hela B D Dety Repow s Jau Jagnn, p 218
N 1l

18 Nejeemun dated 1519 Februare 1941
1o 119 Kota Sta'e Gartte (Extrzordirary), daird ¥ Novembes
126 Starement of Moun Lal Jun, Geneal Seqeury hom Sz ¢
Fraj Mandal Rela. B D op ar, pp 57273
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down the gates of the ety hossted the national flag over the
Notwal and the Police were compelled to stay i the barracks™
Virtually the admimstration had been completely paralysed for
three days and the aity was under peoples control ® The
Dewan of the Stite at this stage suggested to the Maharao to
ue military foree and to enter into the city breaking through
the gates But the Maharao declined to do so  Ultimately on
the third day when Maharao assured the people that therr
grievances would be looked tnto and the police would not re
sort to repressive methods  the gates were reopened ® The
police and the army sakuted the mational flag and then only the
peaple handed over the administration to the Kota authorities™

However the administration did not adhere to is words
and resorted to represssve methods A number of persons
which included Shyam Narayan Saxema a public worker were
arrested  As a protest against the Police atrocities Shyam
Nasayan Swena went on hunger strske ™  Later when the Maha
rao assured that nccessary steps would be taken to establish
the ‘responuble government” in the State the agitation was sus
pended

Strohi and Dungarpur

Tn January 1940 the agitation for establishing a ‘responsi
ble government’ in Swrohs was started by the Praja Mandal
The State immediately adopted repressive methods and a num
ber of persons were arrested which included Jiwan Mal and
Roop Raj who were seatenced to one year's rigorous mprison
ment with a fine of Rs 200 and a menth's ngorous smprison
ment with a fine of Rs 200 respectively™ But this could not
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ease the <tuanon and therefore i June, 1940, the Maharao
Sirohr cranted a general amnestv to the poltical prisoners and
all the Satvacralis were released ™™

Sumilarly m Dungarpur the Maharao tried to suppress the
popular demand for responsible goremment” i the State, adopt
ed such repressne methods that even the wearmg of Gandhu
cap was banned m the State™ Bhogt Lal Pandya, Presdent
Duncarpur State Praja Mandal, Goun Shankar Upadbyaya
Vice President, Praja Mandal and Shiv Lal Kotnya, Secretany
Praja Mandal were arrested on 30th Apnl, 1946 1 order to
parahise the Mandals actvnes™ Howesver, Bhop Lal Pand
ya was released after a few days The police atrocities com
mitted on 31st May 1947 m Punawara village reached the cht
max when the people were severely beaten and even fadies were
not spared ™ RBhogt Lal Pandya, who went to Pumawara on
behalf of State Praja Mandal on a fact findng mission  was
also severeh beaten b the mubtary Police of the State and was
arrested ™ Duning the confinement, Bhogt Lal Papdya was
subjected to <evere cruelties He was not even allowed to ans
wer natural calls™ and was hept mn Jail without apy tmal

However, on 30th June 1947, Maharao released Bhom Lal
Pandva and other Political prisoners m order to create cond:
tions conducne to peace and order m the State

Jarsalmer
Jaisalmer has been one of the most backward States of Ray
aghan  When the ag for the blish of respons

ble vorvernment m the vamous States of Rajasthan had reach
ed 1ts chmax 1 the thirties Jawalmer had been quet for lone.

1" Naueeven dated 3rd June 1940

190 Jyr Arjun dated © th October 1941

10 N\ jeean dated Tth May 1946

I N\epear dated 16th June 1047

131 Jbid  The Swte government however alleged that
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Blog Lal Pandw 1as imaled in lootne e Customs Crowkt of
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The rule of the M. 1 kept the people suppressed
and as such they could not express their grievances or discontent
ment agast the despotic rule of the Maharawal ™

Sagar Mal Gopa and Narayan Das Bhat were the first
among thosc who tried to awaken the people about ther polt
tical nights and agitated against the autocratic rule of the Maha
rawal™ In the begmming Sagar Mal Gopa and Naram Das
Bhat: directed the popular agitation while staying at Nagpur
and Calcutta respectively but later Narayan Das Bhatt enter
cd the Jasaimer State and tricd to organise public opposition
He was immieduately arrested and exifed from the State ternt
tory ™

Jawahar Day

On 10th November 1930 when Jawahar Day fer the
speedy recovery of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru was bemng cele
brated all over the country, the people of Jaisalmer too decid
« to observe the Day™ The autocratic rule could not tole
rate such actvity and arrested Sagar Mal Gopa Idar Purohit
and Raghunath Singh Mchta™ But since all the three persons
were associated with high officials of the State they could not
be kept confined in Jail for more than 36 hours™ Sagar Mal
Gopa after hus releasc left Jaralmer and began to write art
cles about the Jaisalmer atrocities from Nagpur

Arrest of Raghunath Smgh Mehta
Tn the year 1932 Raghunath Singh Mehta established a

133 Oberung the provulitg conditions m Justdmer Nehru
11 remarked  1hiy 11 one of the wonders of the world  Jatsalmer
Aa Jan Andolan published by Distnct Congress Committee  Jaral
uner hide Do IS0 Raguthan State \Archuves Biktner

181 Jaalier Ra Jan Anlolan of 1t RS A Diker

136 Ioud

136 Mad

197 Jerselwer R Jan dudolm op et RSY Bikner

138 Sagar Mal Gopa w1s 1 son af the Staite Halim  Idan was
younger biother of the Satpanch of powerfnl Pushkarna Society ol
Jassiimer and Raghunath Smgh Melita was the grindson of the
IxDiwan of the Srate
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‘Maheshwan Yuwak Mandal’ with an object to improve the
<ocual condition of the people mn Jaisalmer But the despotic
Maharawal was oot 1 a mood to allow the establishment of an
social mstitution 1 the Swate Raghunath Singh Mehta was
arrested and sentenced to two and half years imprisonment.”
This created a stur an the State However, the State released
Raghunath Singh Mehta after an mmprisonment of one month
He left the State and settled at Madras™

Establishinent of Praja Pariskad i Jarsalmer

At this ume Sagar Mal Gopa was servmng the cause of
Jaisalmens from Nagpur, heshay Das Vyas and Ram Chandra
Kewaln from Smdh and Shn Shankar Gopa from Jaisalmer st
<«¢lf With all conrage and emtbusiasm Shiv Shankar Gopa esta
blished 1n 1939 a Praja Panshad at Jaisalmer*® But as a result
of the States repressne policy, he had also to leave the State
and jom his brother Sagar Mal Gopa at Nagpur™

Arrest of Sagar Mal Gopa

In March 1941, Sagar Mal Gopa's father expuwed m Jar-
<almer  Sarar Mal Gopa, who<e entry was banned in the State,
requested the Resident to allow hum to vist Jawsalmer on the
<aid occasion  The Resident informed him that the State has
no case agamst him and as <uch he should not anticipate am
‘il treatment from Darbar’ ®  Accordingly, on 22nd May, 1941,
Sagar Mal Gopa reached Jaisalmer and when he was going out

139 Jaralmer Ag Jan 4Ando'sn op at Rajcthan Sate Ar
cdines Bikaner

140 Ihd

141 Ibid  The other acuve workers of the Praja Mandal nere
Madan Lal Purolut, Lal Chand Jodn fiwan Lal Rothant Geet Mzl
Jangah Girdman 1al Janeah and Mohan Ial Jangal  Lal Chand
Josht and Jeewan Lal hothan were sentenced to one vears ngorous
umpriconment on actount of therr pohuical actviues 1n 1939 ard
1010 respectneh

142, Jaralmer Ra Jan Andolan op a!, RS A, Bikaner

143 Leter “o 1619 415,40 dated 22nd March 1941, from
tte Reudent. Western Rajputana States to Sagar Mal Gopr Hile
No 2 JSL. RSA. Bikaner
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for a natural call, Police Sub Inspector Guman Singh along with
ten constables arrested hum™  Sagar Mal Gopa was severcly
beaten and confined to soltary Jail and later sentenced to six
years' ngorous wmpnsonment on the charge of delvering anti-
State speeches and instigating the people agamst the rule of the
Maharawal

Duning his imprisonment Sagar Mal Gopa was subjected to
unprecedented police atrocities  Police Sub lnspector Guman
Singh tortured him to such an extent that even the chillies were
thrust mto s rectum and nose ™ Jai Narayan Vyas’ Secre-
tary, All-India State Peoples’ Conference, and Sheikh Abdullah*
Vice-President of the All-India State Peoples’ Conference, de
manded an immcdiate ntervention

Death of Sagar Mal Gopa

On 2nd Apnil, 1946, Sagar Mal Gopa sent a letter through
the Jatlor to the District Judge Listing the police atrocities com-
nutted on him  But, ;n the meantime, Pohce Sub Inspector
Guman Singh got the news of 1™ and intercepted 1 He threa
tened™ Sagar Mal Gopa to face the consequence thereof Next
day. 1¢, 3rd Apnl, 1946, news came out that Sagar Mal Gopa
had tried to commut suicide by sprinkling kerosene oil on him-
self  He was removed to the hospital where he died on 4th

11t Jusalmer ha Jan dndolan op cf Rajuihan State Ar
chves Dakaner

115 Judgment dated 10th June 1912 deliered by B 5 Piel
Sesuoms Judge Jawsalmer Tile No 2/]SL RSA Bibaner

116 Fxioa Grom the Duary  of Sagar Mat Gopa Tile Mo 2/
JSt RSA, Bikaner

117 Leucr No 72 dated 1Tth January 1946 from Jai Naran
Vyas to the poliucal Agent Western Rajputant States File No 2/
JSL RSA, Bikaner

118 Letter No 219 dated 2ith January 1946 from Shekh
Mohammad Abdulla to the Prime Mimster Government of Jaisalmer
Hile No 2/JSL, RSA Bikaner

119  Dying Statement of Sagawr Mal Gopa dated 3rd Apn)
1946 File No 2/JSL RSA Bikaner

150 Dying Staiement of Sagar Mal Gopa op «f RSA Dika
ner
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April, 1946 * Tius created a stir m the country  Pandit Jawa
har Lal Nehru and Ja1 Narayan Vyas bitterly eriticised the
State s repressine policy and demanded an open enquiry mto
the circumstances of Sagar Mal Gopa’s death™®

Howerer on 27th August, 1936, Maharawal of Jaisalmer
appomted a sngle man enqun commussion of Shn G S
Pathak ~* The enqury commission submutted its report alleg
ing that swrcide was commutted by Sagar Mal Gopa for fear of
bemg beaten or put to torture bv the pohice Sub-Inspector, R.
Guman Singh™

Pra,a Mandal s actnanes in Jaisalmer

In the meantime on 15th December, 1945, Metha Lal Vyas
had established the Jaisalmer Praja Mandal 1n Jodhpur to avord
ummediate arrest ~ The death of Sagar Mal Gopa encourag
ed the workers ard they were now prepared to face the repres-
sine policy of the Maharawal On 26th May, 1946, Metha Lal
Vias alone with Jai Narain Vias and with other twentv assoct
ates entered the Jaualmer terntons ™ Qn 27th May, 1946, Jar
Naramn Vias howsted the Natonal Flag and people welcomed

the Flag with the slogans ‘Ingalab Zwndabad® and ‘Praja Mandal
Zindabad®

Jodhpur

In the spring of 1940, a political agtation demandmg a
responsible government’ was launched under the leadership of

11 Findings of G S Pathal, Speaal Oficer 1n Javalmer En
qunn hile No 2/]SC. RS A, Blaner According to the unof:
aal report 1t 16 behieved that Sagar Mal Gopa was murdered.  Ja
<1ltier Ra Jan 4dndolan, op at, RSA Bilaner

152 Press Statertent dated 27th Apnl 1946

153 Jassalmer  State Go- 27
\uguss 1940 ernment  Notifcation  dated 27h

121 Findings i Jmalmer E File No 2/JS1. Rajs
than Siate Arcinses, B:kjancx maum Bile No 2] y

loo  hela Phagwan Das  Desta Rapyon ke Jan Jognts p 266

156 hela LD op at p 26
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Jai Naram Vyas  The people living mn the Jagur areas also look-
ed up to the Marwar Lok Panshad for help agamst the atro-
aties of Jagwedars'™ The mamn grievances of the people 1
Jagic areas were agamst hundreds of uareasomable cesses
which were being realised from the Kisans of the State  Some
of these cases 1ncluded those which had been declared by the
Chuef Court and the Maharaja m Council to be dllegal and
agamnst public policy The Kansa Lag'* allocation of Latar,
muuse of lhe exccutive and judicial powers of the Jagudars,
collection of the ‘chouth’ (4 share), share on sale deeds and
mortgage deeds were objected by the people The Marwar
Lok Panshad tried to draw the attention of the State Govern-
ment towards these eval practices but with no success  In short,
‘the Jagirdars went on increasing their atrocities, and the gov.
ernment went on backing them ™

Agttation for the responsible government

The Marwar Lok Pansad under the leadership of Ja
Narayan Vyas and his associates, Achleshwar Prasad, Purshot-
tam Prasad, Kishore Lal Mehta, Abhat Mal Jam, C R Cho-
pasaniwala and Ganesh Lal Vyas rawsed their voice  They wers
terned under the Marwar Ordinance Act, 1932 mn the van.
ous forts for a year On 29th March, 1940 simultaneously,
the Marwar Lok Panishad along with s branches mn Jodhpur
State were declared illegal™ Buy, the agmaton did not stop
and Mathura Das Mathur became the first ‘dictator” of the
Panishad by the beat of the drum  The State Government pro-
mulgated Section 144 prombiing holding of any public meeting
for two months within a radws of five miles of the city

152 Vadya Rnhuya Lal B Progressne Jodhpur Under
Britsh Prime Mimister Str Donald Bield p 2% Abu Collection Um
versity of Rajasthan  Japur

159 Vadya hanhana Tal D op et p 23 3bu Collecuon

160 fhid

161 Ihid

162 The Mational Cail, dv 30th March 19i0 Jeer Arpun y
31st March 1910 The Hindu, dt st ipnl 1910

163 Maruar State Ga.etteer (Fyha Ordinany) dt 28th NMarch
1940
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After these occurrences a large procession, which mcluded
Manoharmal Jain Rasa Mal Juin and Devs Simch Bhan sing
g National anthem and songs Was tahen out via the mam mar
ket of the eity™ The Jodbpur Government arrested a num
ber of persons under the Ordmance of 1932 from amongst a
laree crowd gathered 1n the Bazar to withess the procession
Soon afterwards a Vaner Sema’ leaders’ procession was also
saken out through the mam bazar carymg ‘Lok Parshad
Zindabad  and  Mahatma Gandlu X1 Jar  This  resulted
m the arrests of three Vaner Sema’ leaders who were
later relased™ On Ist Apnl, 1940 when a procession of
satyaeratus was passing through the mamn streets shouting the
national slogans Moulana Riyazoddin Bhar Parmanand Hukum
Ra) Mehta and Bird: Chand Joshi were arrested™ The Satya
graha movement despite the r gathered
On 3rd April 1940 Mathura Das Mathur the first dictator of
Marwar Lok Parshad was arrested under the Ordinance of 1932
and interned for one vear i Parbatsar®™  Mathura Das Mathur
was leading 2 demonstration of about 10000 people when the
pohice made a severe lathy charge which resulted in more than
30 persons myured meluding five seriously ™ On 10th Apnl,
1940 the police agan made 2 severe lathicharge on a pro
cession of satyaeralus and armrested Ranchordas Gattam™ Tt
15 beheved that at least 100 persons were seriously mjured  In
the wake of arrests Taral Parshad Sharma the Presdent of
the Marnar Students’ Federation was also taken m cutody™ to
be subsequently acquitted by the Special Court on 26th Apnl
1940 The repressive policy of the Maharaja was severels en

a 164 Tie Hindustan Times dv 31st Maren 1940 JFeer Arjun
lll”gll March 1950 The Arqun dv 305t \arch 1940 Sazemk 1t Apri)
165  Itnd .

166 Arjun dv st Apnl 1946~

V7 fle Hin usfan Tumes dr. 4 Apr 1940
168 Ibid *

169 Satwk dc 10t ApAl 1910

170 I ndistan Qe 36th A a10 o
Apnl 1940 dt i6th Apnt v Jeer frpm dr 20ih

—
171 Houhidtan dr 30t Apnl, 1910
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tiened and an impartial enquiry into the police atrociticy was
deminded ' But the Stato Government pald no liced to public
grievances und contnucd its policy of repression,  Lvery day u
number of persony were arrested  In June, 1910, Pandit Jawa.
he Lot Neliru, President, State Peoples’ Conference, therefore,
deputed Dwarkn Nath Rachru to visit Jodhpur snd to report
on the political suuttion previling there The State Govern-
ment did not co-operate with Kachrn  Kachire, however, subs
matted by report stating that the political atmosphere in the State
was so sulfocating that even the registration of o ‘type-writer
wan cssentin ™

tn June, 1910, an npreement was made between tho State
Gosernment und the Marwar Lok Parnhid, acconding to wlhich
the State Government recognised the Marwar Lok Parlshad and
the politkal prisoners were released, who were given a wartn pub.
he reception™

In the rural areas alwo there was an awakening  The vils
Tigers of Raipur demonstrated agalost the *Thikana” atrocukes
and illegnl cesses imposed on them'* Raipur *Thikana® an)
State Government resorted (o repressive methods and arrested
S00 cultivators, who were later released ™

In view of the repressive policy of the State, the Marwar
Lok Parshad deckled 10 boyeott the proposed electlons to the
Representative Advisory  Assembly  which was totlly inde.
quate,” and threatened (o unch o Satyagrahy movement against

172 Nangeevan, e 2l May 1910

178 Aarum M e 1Tth June 1010

170 Harygan de 2nh fone YW Jhe Hindustan §ones b
Sl June 1910 Natranal Call At 2Reh June 1910 Teer drpm di
24l June 1010
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tle Houdustan fimes e 28D Sept 1011



ogh  [le Polittcel Mo emer s and dosbe g an Rajz tizn

(e artoctues of Thikana Jagrdars.™ The Marwar Lok Pan
shad appealed to “thz Gorernment to rectly the s2tien 2od 10
tale steps 1o pat a <top o the Nezsm of Jegurdars” whxh was
even worse than Hitler s Nazem and was a danger 10 His High
pess and hus subpets. ”  But the Prime Mumsler, 20 Ezglsh
man, did not pay amy arention to the peopk’s derand 2vd m
order to crush the fortheomuny propk s Sayagraba, bansxd the
\arwar Stodents Conferemcs which was to be beld frem 3rd
January to Sth Sanpan

Responsible dav ard the Charndawal Tragedy

On 9th Februan, 1942, an open <ession of the Marwar Lol
Parsshad was held at Ladnu © Delnenng the Presdental 2d
dre<s, Rapthordass Ganam demanded the abolmon of lLag
begar (cesses) and the e<tablishment of responubls Govern
ment” beforz 1t was too kte™  The Marwar Lok Panhed dec
od to obene Responabls Government Dzv oo Z28th March,
1942 The ‘thidanaders’ of Chendawal (Marwzr) dd pot
allow the workers of the Lok Panched to obwene ‘Responable
Government Dav' m the village  The workers ®who came from
Sojat were <topped cn the Imperal Read” and aboat 150 per
<oms of “thilena’ with the belp of Jodbpor Statz Pohos asseell
ed them with lathis and <pears as a result of whxh over 25

179 Sutement of Ju Narmn Ywan Segetauv Allladiz $azie
Froples Conference Prusz 2 F, dt 12th Ner. 1641 Him?
<ét. 12th Norv, 1941

IR0 Tie Himda .7 Trwes, L 20h Do, 198 A Je e
<ent by Col. r D M Field, Pnme Mimder 10 the wioned mober
of Hulam Raj Mehta, the Pre :dent of Manar S uden s Lmow ez
tensng ber 121 11 e e faled 10 sop the po'JJQ.! 2zt vuss of Ley
con the Smie Goverrrent would <op her pro on  Tie Hi-
d. e Trmes @i *Nth Dec. 1941 Mr A P Cox, D recor of Edo
cuon. Jodhpur 21w 1 wed 2n ovder batmipy D Marwar € wler s
Unon The Hirdudtzn Troes du 84 Jomuary 1912
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182, M2l t3= de J4th Feb, 1042
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Lar weve teponied 10 be semoun Jeer 4r,ue dn b aprl 12
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persons recewved mjurics and scven of whom were admitted to
the Jodhpur Hosputal * Persons  having  sympathy with the
‘L ok Parshad® were also dragped ouwt of their houscs and beat
en ® T created a tense situation and a complete hartal was
observed © Ranchordas  Gattam  Presklent  Marwar Lok
Tieshad personally visted the plice to appraise himsclf of the
situation™  On enquiry, 1t was revealed that the ‘“thikana’
jagirdars were responsible for the severe beating the agtators
recerved and after the incident ‘the assailints were served with
drinks by the Kunwar of Chandawal™ Jai Naran Vyas also
visited Sojat for the necessary tnquiry into the Chandawal incxd
cnt but i order to conceal the facts the State Government de-
ctired 144 of CrPC and bioned public mectings etc for one
month with effect from 18th Apnil 1942

Satwagraha Movement

Under these errcumstances the Marwar Lok Parishad de
cded to lwunch another Satyagraha movement and appointed
Jai Narain Vyas as the first ‘dictator*™ TRefore starting the
Satyagrahia movement Jai Naram Vyas tned to seck an inter
view with the Maharaja of Jodhpur but was rebuffed™ In the
meantime Jai Narun Vyas published a booklet entitled *Marwar
Mat Uttardayr Shashan® and 1ssued n pamphlet dealing with the
atrocities of jgirdars entitled “Jodhpur Kt Isthiti Par Prakash
This provoked the Mahiryr of Jodhpur and the Minister in
waiting who charged Jai Narain Vyas with spreading  discoa
tentment among the people and warned that he would be res
ponsible for the consequences™  On 26th May Jai Narain Vyas

185 Iyen the women were nat spired one Smt Swshily Iewt
of Sopin reccned severil Tl Blows  Terr frym dt Tat Aprl 1012
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and his colleagues resigned ‘en bloc® from the membership of
the Jodhpur Muncipal Board 1n protest agamst the State’s re
pressne pohcy

The Suppression

To stem the nde of popular agtation the State resorted
once again to repressne methods and Ja1 Naram Vyas was arrest-
ed on 27th May, 1942, under Section 124 A, along with Fateh
Ra; a Lok Parishad worker™ Mathura Das Mathur, who
succeeded as a Second ‘dictator” of the Parishad, was also arrest
ed on 29th May, 1942, under Sections 10-A and 10 B of the
Marwar Sediion Act™ The chamn of arrests contmnued and a
number of persons including Achleshwar Prasad Sharma, Chag
pan Raj Chopasamwala, Ganesh Lal Vyas, and Abhai Mal Jamn
were arrested ™ Obsening on the situation, Jawzhar Lal Nehru
wssued a press note and saxd., “Our demand for complete mnde-
pendence 1s the onlv possible demand, for there 15 no other way
to put an end to these monstrous happenmgs m Inda™ All
India State Peoples” Conference deputed Kanhaiya Lal Vaidya, 2
member of the Standing Commuttee, to study the situation in the
State but the State Government ordered lum to leave the State ter-
ntory immediately, banning his entry 1nto Marwar for one year™
The repressne pohcy of the State was severely cnticiced by alithe
leaders ke Han Bhau Upadhyava of Ajmer, Hira Lal Shastr: and
Ladu Ram Joshi of Jaipur, Bhola Nath Master of Alwar, Gokul
Bhai Bhatt and Pukhraj Smngh of Siroht, Mukut Behari Lal Bha-
ragava of Beawar, and Satvadey Vidvalankar of Delly, etc™

Death of Bal Mukund Bissa
In the meantime, following its repressne policy, the State
police arrested Bal Mukund Bissa, a Lok Parishad worker and

—_—

194 Order \o 49P, dr. 4th Julv, 1942 of the Jodhpur Sute
Government  Vaydva hanhaya Lal ~ Progresstce Jodhpur under Bni
trh Prime Munuster Str Donald Field, p 2

19  Himdusten, dt 15th June, 1542

1% \aidva hanhana Lal op af, pp 1213

197 Ibhd

1R Ibid

199 Yaiva hanhawa Lal op at, pp 1213



feakening ani Tle Merger a0y

some other Satiperihs on il June 1942 They were bad
ly treated an Jadl and were not provided with food untd 11 1m
the next day  Tn protest the detenues wrote a letter to the Pnime
Mintster asking tum to let them know the charges against them
They further mtimated lsm  that they wouk! not take thewr
meals until a reply to the letter was recewved”™  The State Gov
crament after 100 hours wformed the detenues that they were
worse than ordimary cimunils and would be treated as such ™
Jar Niwrun Vyas and other colleigues also compluned of the
misbelviour «f Jail authorties and of food ctc  In protest
agunst the attitude of the authorsty all detenues went on hunger
strihe wef 11th June 1942
On 12th Junc 1942 the detenues because of the scorching,

heat of Junc requested the yul authorties to allow them to
skep in the open but the request was turned down  The de
tenues however continued ta resst passvely and non violently ™
‘Thereupon the authorittes ordered the crimunal prisoners to pounce
upon thetm and put them foraibly into the barricks and to thewr
cntire satisfaction the perceful Satyigrahis were  over powered
and kicked into the barrncks ‘to enjoy a peaceful sleep®™ Tn
being thrust nte the barricks Bal Mukund Dissa  Ranchordas
Gattany and others recewed senous mjuries Bal Mukund Bissa
who had ginen up his hunger steike on 16th June 1942 at
10 pm due to the mjuries fell sl But nobody cared for im
hut when on 19th June his temperature shot up to 105 and above
the nuthonties thought of removing lum to the hosptal™ TIn
the meantime lus request to see lus old father mother young
wile and children was refused ™ Tn such high temperature and m
the scorching heat of the afternoon he was taken to the Win
Jdhom Hospital in unconscious state where he died soon after

on et yp 1218

o0 18

JOT (7% BETER LY

Nt Mt

S Mt

WO tle Hudutas droe dUoect ] Jure 112

G s dro(l hy e



961  The Polttical Morements and Auckening in Rajasthan

reaching there™ The death of Bal Mukund Bissa created a
stir 1n the atv The police banned the funeral procession and
dispersed the mob by latht charge™ The Maharaja’s attitude
was severely criticised ™ Mahatma Gandhi expressed the hope
that ‘good sense would prevail over the Maharaja and he v&ou}d
mmmedzatel  take the steps it blish a ‘r
government 1 the State ™

P

However the Satyagraha movement contmued and for the
first ime 1 the pohtical hfe of Jodhpur a batch of 11 women
wearing hesaria sanis took recourse to Satvagraha near Ghanta
Ghar mn the civ ™ Smt Malma Devi Kinker read the pro
scnibed booklet styled ‘Responsible Government Campaign m
Marwar’,™ and led a group of women on 17th July, 1942%
On 26th Julv “Marwar Satvagraha Day’ was observed through
out Rajasthan and mass public meetings were orgamsed **

August 1942 and after

With the political developments i August, 1942 m British
India Jodhpur agitation spread ont m Distrscts of Phalod:
Sojat and Nagaur and a number of persons were arrested In
the meantime on 4th Auzust 1942, Ja1 Naramn Vias was sen
tenced to 63 years’ ngorous imprisonment, Mathura Das Mathur
to 21 years’ RI and simlarly the other Satvagrahis were sen
tenced to various terms of imprisonment™ Al over Indz the
judgment of the Jodhpur court was bitterly cnticised and the
Maharaja was requested to rectify the situation™

Tle Arjun dt 8th Julv 1942

Tle Hindustan Times dt 14th Julv 1942

Tle Hindustan Times dt 2Ist Juh 1942

Tle Hindusan Times dv 2lst Julv 194°

Tle Hindustan Tones dt sth August and 16th Avgut

1912

@ ";‘Sl!;'] A{,I;;n}an de 13th August 1942 TJ. Hindustan Times
213 Order dt 2ith May 1944 from the Goiernment of Jodh
pur  Jodhpur Gorernment Ga_ette de 25th May 1944
214 Tie Hindustan Times de 3lst July 1943
21> Napran de 13th August, 1945
216 hela B D Desty Rapon K: Jan jagnti pp 235236
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Thouch the poltical agitanon 1 Marwar continued nll
1934 the preventve measures tahen by the Government had
curbed 1t considerably Bhop Lal Pandya and Gopr Knishma
Vyavargt came to Jodhpur to persuade Jar Naram Vyas and Tus
other colfeagues for a compromuse between the agnators and
the Jodhpur Government After some negotation 1n May
1944 the State Government released Jar Naramr Vyas and his
other colleasues in order to create a healthy atmosphere in the
State ®  Tn the year 1945 the Stale Government announced an

biist of Rey Assembly g of 69 mem
bers a majonty of whom were to be durcctly efected = But in
fact this hind of an assetmbly was to be merely an advisory body
as no real power was given fo ™

D ibra agitation (1947}

TIn spite of the negotiations between the Praja Priashad work
ers and the State the atrocities of the Thikana Jagirdars con
tnued  In October 1946 therefore the Marwar Lok Panshad
had to start sts campaign agamst the repressive policy of the
Jagedars m the sural areas  About 700 famihes of Pokaran
were compelled to leave the village 1 view of the thikana
policy of vicimization™ To protest agast such heinous acts
was decided to Fold a Conference at Dabra willage in district Did
wana w1937 But Jagwdars resorted o suppression and a
number of persons of Marwar Lok Panshad including Radha
Kishan Jat Dwarka Das Puromt Mathura Das Mathur and
Chagan Raj Chopasamiwala were arrested and charged with sedt
ton  However later with the cstablishment of popular munistry
under Ja1 Naram Vyas s the State the agitation was suspended
and the cases were withdrawn

Merger of the Rujputana States
With the decision of the British Government to transfer

U7 thd
2R Heud
219 Ind

20 i
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Power to All-India National Congress, India became independ
ent on 15th August, 1947 The acute problem before the Gov-
crnment of India was the mtegration of Induan States 1n the
Indian Umion Howeser, with the creasing efforts of Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Pate! and Home Secretary Shri V. P Menon the
Indian States decided to merge m the Indan Unton  So far as
the integration of the States of Rajputana was concerned, 1t was
done mn five stages The first was the formation of the Matsya
Umon which embraced the four States of Alwar, Bharatpur,
Dholpur, and Karauli and was inaugurated on 28th February
1948= The second was the formation of the first Rajasthan
Union with Banswara, Bundi Dungarpur, Jhalawar, Kishangarh,
Kota, Partabgarh, Shahpura, and Tonk which came mto exist-
ence on 25th March, 1948 The thud was the mclusion of
Udaipur 1n the first Rajasthan Union which gave ifs consent on
Ist Aprl, 1948 The fourth was the creation of Greater Ray
asthan by the mnclusion of the remamng Rajput States of Jai-
pur, Jodhpur, Bikaner and Jaisalmer, and the fifth stage was
the mcorporation of the Matsya Umon with greater Rajasthan
which came mto existence on 30th March, 1949 =

Thus with the foundation of the Praja Mandals, Praja Pan-
shads and Kisan Sabhas, etc, the progressive nationalssts in the
States were ammated by a new dynamism. They were also
awakened to a new purpose m Ife by the teachings and the
sacnfices of Mahatma Gandhs and Jawahar Lal Nehru  National
pride was promoted by the sacrifices of the leaders working with-
in and outside Rajasthan Throughout this period patriotic fer-
vour was fanned by ruthless repression exercised by the State au-
thorities A determined group of workers like Manikya Lal
Varma, Jar Naramn Vias. Mathura Das Mathur, Han Bhau
Upadhyasa, etc, destmed to become the spearhead of the strug-
gle for the establishment of responsible government in the
States Jed the people against the Princes ably and with courage

o

21 Menon \ P The Integration of Indian States, p 25
22 Ihd, p 258 & f v
225 Iud, p 261
22 Id, poocs
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Mass movements were orgamised and as a result the State gov
crnments had to ntroduce popular government and constity
tional reforms It imparted a combative self confidence to all the
workers 1n Rajasthan  Their snfluence rose rapidly by noble
sacnifices and tortures i Jals  Then the launching of the Quit
India Movement of 1942 the visit of the Cripps Mission the Simla
Conference (1945) and the coming to power of the Labour Party
i Brtam the Cabinet Mission 1946 and the decision of the
British Government to transfer Power were the cpochal events
which led the country towards the goal of achieving mdepend
ence  Rajasthan too was benefited when the various States
merged 1n the State of Rajasthan and acceded to the Dominion
of Indn  The long struggle thus, ended in triumph



CHAPTER VI

EPILOGUE

The medmeval wars in Rajasthan led to the establishment
of Mushm and Mughal suzeramtv i Rajasthan  The Rajput
rulers fought ull the last drop of ther blood for the sake of
their motherland but therr mutual rmalry ulumately proved dis
astrous  In the begmnimg of the 19th century, aparchy prevall
ed all over Rajasthan The Marathas and the Pindans looted
Rajasthan to therr utmost satisfaction and the Rajput rulers
looked on helplessly In these the Briush Fast
India Company followed the policy of ‘mtervention’ and msit
ed the Rajput rulers to enter mto treaty alhances with the Com
pany and guaranteed <ecunts with regard to their temtoral
boundanes  Accordinely, during the period 1803 to 1818 al
most all the States of Rajputana entered 1mnto treaty alhances with
the Briish and thus began to consder themsehes duly “protect
ed

But the differences among the ruling Chiefs and the Jagir
dars of vanous esiates with rerard to the obsenance of cus
toms and conventions on vanous occasions led to the internal
unrest and the v of the Mah was challenged In
the meantime Mutiny broke out m 1857 In Rajasthan, the
Mutinv was confiped to the miltary centres of Nasirabad
Neemuch and Deoll  But the mutmeers, while fleeing from one
place to another across the terntones of Jaipur, Jodhpur, Tonk
and Mewar etc, tred to obtamn the co-operation of the rulers,
the chuefs. as well as the general people but they failed The peo
ple did not participate and remamed indifferent. Howeser, the dss-

268
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gruntled Chief of Awa tried to make capital out of 1t and rose
against the authonity of the Maharaj of Jodhpur The Chuef+
of hothatia and Satumber of Mewar also showed thewr sympathy
for the mutincers  But with the help of the Rayput rulers the
mutincers were cut to size by the Brish

Alter the Mutiny 2 process of consoldapon of the Brius!
paramountcy was started with Queen Victorsa s pfoclamation of
Novembee 1 1858 The Brish protection had made the ru
lors helpless wrresponsible and ndsfferent 1o therr subjects
The Briush supgested to the yulers 10 introduce various socral and
poliical reforms 1n thewr respective States and to pay more at
tentroni to redress the gnevances of their people  This led to
the introduction of reforms on Brtish Jodia peliern At an
carfy stage the Maharana of Udaipur and the State subjects ob
eted to these reforms as they were agamst the ageold tra
dwons but later they accepted  Such acceptance fesulted i th
deviopment of thesr social cconomic and polweal ffe  The
fatter half of the 191h century witnessed a peniod of general
fndian renaissance A number of sogial cultural and seligrous
movements ke Brahmo Samya Arya Samay etc took place The
Arya Samaj movement enlightened the people and urged them
to adopt Swadeshi  Swadharma  Swabhasha and Swarajya”
Simuftancously the growth of newspapers and lMterature  re
matkably contributed towards panding the dea of \!
amongst the Indian people

In 1885 the burth of the National Congress provided a 1m
petus to political regeneration m the country  The last decade
of the 16th century witnessed the fise of militant hatonalism i
vanous parts of the country mchiding Rajasthan  The Italan
Abyssiuan War (3596 97) he Russo Japanese War (1904-05)
the paruition of Bengal (1905) and the establishment of sccret
sociclies deeply affected the youth of Rajasthan ~ Shyamz h
krihra Varma Anun Lad Serhy Kesrt Singh Barhat Rao Gopal
Singh of Kharwa and others jomed she actwork of the revolu
tonary organizations of Northern Tndis with an objeet to achieve
Swanajya  The States of Rajputana 1 order to crush the
movement  enforced 2 number of proclamations  Ants Sedious
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Act, Press Act, etc, and ntercepted the postal articles which
were to carnv the npationahst materal,

The penod also witnessed the agranan uvnrest m some o
the estates ke Bioliya, Bengu, Bundi and Swobhr The mam
causes of discontentment were Begar (forced labour) and the
hundreds of ILag Bag (cessss) Under the dynamc leader-
ship of Vijar Singh Patinh, the culuvators fought with the The
Lana authonities and ulumately succeeded m achiesing their ends.

In this context, a most interesung feature was that the Bl .
who had remarhably asasted the Bnush dunng 1be Mutmy, ros
agamst the Briush. The mtroducton of mew reforms Lhe cen
sus and land settement were regarded by them as an encroech
ment on thewr nghis and privileges which they were enjoying for
a number of centuries The freedom loving Biuls revolted 1
1881 and 1882, and Iater, m 1924, under the Jeadership of Mon
Lal Tejawat. However, the State’s repressme policy and th2
amrest of Tejawat ulumately suppressed them, but these niunss
created in them a <ense of political conscrousness and an urgs
to keep ther envil and political liberny unimpatred.

In the year 1914, the First World War broke ot Thu
proved a godsend to the Rajput Princes. They were fully
aware of the fact that the Brush autbonty could alone protect
their gaddis’ and 1 the event of the disappearance of the Bn
tish authonty they would not be 1 a poson to enjoy provale-
ges wealth and to exercise absolute aunthorty Almost all the
Prnces of Rajasthan, therefore, co-operated with the Impernl
Power and helped 1t m cash and hind and celebrated the vie
tory of the alhes as thewr own

In Brtish India, the nationahsts were hopeful that after the
war, they would achieve “Domumon Status® for the country bue
thew hapes were dashed when 2s a reward of thewr TO-Op2TALCD
during the War they recened the Rowlent Act of 1918 2nd the
Jalaowals Bagh tragedy of 13th Apnl, 1919 Srmuhaseoush
the Government of Indiz Act, 1919, did not fulfil the asprations
of the propl> “ahatma Gandhy, therefore, decded fo fausch
24 pon-co-Optration movement m 1921.22, This affected th-
people of Rapsthan and they also contnbuted therr share to the
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movement Durmng the penod, a number of agtations took
place i Bundi, Bijoliya, Bengu, Bharatpur, Strohs and Alwar  In
1925, Neemuchana tragedy 1n Bansur and Gazi Ka-Thana Teh
sils of Alwar attracted the attention of the whole Nation The
Statc Peoples’ Conferences and the local mstitutions fike Mar-
war Hithkanmi Sabha, Rajasthan Scwak Sangh, et¢, continued
to demand cwvic and political fights for the people of the States

In 1930 Mabatma Gandht Jaunched another cwvil disobeds
ence movement This created a sur ;n Rajasthan  In Ajmer
Jodhpur, Jaipur, Bikaner, Ud:upur and Bharatpur peoplc open
1y agtated and ¢ ded the of gov
eraments’  The State’s people picketed before the foreign cloth
and liquor shops unhesitatingly and demanded the boycott of
foreign goods This led to the estabishment of Praja Mandals
n vanous States of Rajasthan The States adopted the polev
of repression and of vicimizaton But the people had by then
become so courageous that even ‘open letters’ appeared agamst
the Maharaja of Bikaner and booklets and leaflets were distrr-
buted amongst the members and delegates on the eve of the
Round Table Conference The policy of repression led to the
birth of Civil Disobedience Movement The Jat Mahasabha
agitation 1n Bi pur, the Bijolya n Mewar and the
Jatpur Stkar disturbances marked the period The States re
fused 16 recogmise Praja Mandals as lawiul msttutions and this
Jed to the growth of political movements w the States of Raj
putana At this stage, two groups were wotking i Rajasthan
One was operating under the feadership of Viyat Singh Pathik
Arjun Lal Sethy and Baba Narsingh Das and the other one was
under Jamna Lal Baj) and s assocates, Han Bhau Upadhyaya
and Hia Lal Shasti  But, unfortunately, their mutual differ
cences did not allow them to work together for sometime  This
was most unfortunate for Rajasthan and the Princes could make
capital out of 1t However, they patched up their differences
and demand for the establishment of responsible govérnments
i fne Btates was rawsed almost unammously by Jai Naran
Vyas i Marwar (Jodhpur), Mankya Lal Vatma i Mewar
(Udaipury, Jamna Lal Baj) and Hira Lal Shastri w Japur
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Bhogt Lal Pandaya 1 Doongarpur, Master Bhola Nath in
Alwar, Jugal Kichore Chaturveds and Raj Bahzadur in Bharat-
pur and by Swam Gopal Das and Khub Ram Saraf in Bia-
ner, etc  Stmultaneously, onee again the period 193132, witness
ed the terrorst actnities m Northern Inda and in Rajastban
Ajymer became the centre under the leadership of Pandit Jwala
Prashad Sharma  Later with the arrest of Papdnt Jwala Prachad
Sharma 1he acinities were suppressed.

In the year 1939, the Second World War appeared imimi-
nent and uftimately broke out on 3rd Septzmber, 1939. The Raj-
put Princes agam helped the Bntssh i cash and Lind and plac-
ed all their resources at the disposal of the Bmiich in order to
protect British unperabism.

In 1940 the Marwar Lok Panshad, under the dypamc lea-
dership of Jai Naramy Vyas and Mathura Das Matbur, started
the amtation for the ‘responsible gosernment’ w the State
Simuftaneously, m Jawpur, Udaipur, Bharatpur, Sirchi, Kota
Doongarpur, etc., the agitation for the ‘better government’ was
started  The arrest of Jamna Lal Bajay mn Jaipur and of Jai
Naram Vyas m Jodbpur and Mambhya Lal Varma in Udaigur,
created a <ur in Inda. However, good sems: prevailed over
the States’ administration and ulumately the States decided to
wmtreduce constitutional reforms by way of establishing represen-
tatine assembhes

In 1his respect Jawsalmer's contribetion cannot ba overlook-
ed The actnities of Sagar Mal Gopa, Raghupath Das Mehta
and Shn Shanker Gopa cannot be iznored.  The seenfice mede
by Sagar Mal Gopa awakened the people of this backward Stzte

which Nebru had once charactensed as the ‘eighth wonder of
he world', -

On Auzudt §, 1942, ‘Ot India’ mosement began. Rajes-
than also fell 1n with the rest of the country. The State gor-
emments resorted 10 outrageous measures to suppress the popu-
la_‘r morement but_in <pite of all the repressive methods, the States”

on failed 10 supp it The State gorernmests
however, tried to deceine the subjects by anpouncing comstit
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tional reforms but they cculd not succeed  Ultimately, when on
15th August, 1947, India became independent, the States of Raj
asthan decided to merge w the Indtan Umon and this ended
a long struggle of the States At last sacrifices bore fruit
and people’s aspirations were fulfilled with the establishment of
popular ministoes in the States



APPENDIX I
‘Red Letter Addrested to the Deputny SP.. Ajmer

BEWARE HSRA RAJASTHAN BRANCH

1 PARTY ALARMED WITH THEI DINFORMATION OF
10LR \NEW POLICY OF ‘TERRORFING THE PUB-
LIC TO CRUSH IT

o

2 PARTY COMNSIDERS 10U \OW MORE DINGEROLS

THAN PREAIOLS DIPUTY SLPERINTEADENT OF
POLICE EVEN

PARTY GIVES 10U FIRST AAND LAST TIMELY WARNING

45 USUAL. GNIVE L P THE ABOVE POLICY INSTANTLY AND

RELFASE ALL NEW ARRESTED PERSONS WITH RESPICT

AND WITHOUT AXY  CONDITION  ACT  ACCORDINGLY

WITHOUT DELAY OTHERWISE TOU ITILL BE \O WWHERE
IN O TIME

BEWARE DEWARE*" BEW ARE""
PRECAUTION IS BETTER THAN MEDICINE
COMMANDER IN.CHIET
ACTING EBAL RAJ II

GENERAL OF RAJASTHAN BRANCH
A4S AANOWN TO LOCAL POLICE
AMAR NATH
NIB—Forts bopes 102 10 be wi e and adves pot to Tepea the e

msale of por cmnz such wermnpy Ide acum Depatv
Suprnmendent of Police Yrfoe oo

pol
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Ixtract from the Diary of Shri Sagarmal Gopa

1

1

v

vl

v

I refused to wnte a letter to St Achaleshwar Prasad
Sharma 1 the way they hiked--Red chillies were thrust
mo my rectum

When I refused to sign the apology 1n the ongmal file
cullies were tlhirust 1nto my nose

Rirbal-He beut me a crores of tumes i the solitary cell

Gumana Rawlol=The man who 1s getung desilish atro
anes committtd on me 13 Gumana Rawlot  He 1s sull
after me  He gets me bewten Ly Hur priconers tortures
me 1 hune sent complunts agunst lum from Jal to
Durbar

I was beaten many a ume-an account of which 15 pub
lished an the paper dated 23rd May 1915

Challtes an rectym—Awmir Rhan Unad and Amad Kalay
Jiad thrust challics 1 my recrum

2nd October 1945~Gumant Police  Officer smd this day
that he would thrust chllics (in rectum) once again and
get Jum (Gopas) chopped off by Hur Prisoners 1 have
sent written nformation abour thus to the Court but no
step lias been taken

Ilur Burhan~Y¥e 13 2 Hur imyelved in murders He 1s
brother of Gumana by religious agreement  Gumana 1s
getung mc tortured through tum  Resident should piy
atrention
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